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In  1982, D r .  James Tuck loca ted  evidence of a  probable I n u i t  occupation 

i n  the harbour of Red Bay, Labrador. On Twin I s l and  he found what appeared 

t o  be a  t e n t  r i n g  of whale ve r t eb rae  and a  small  sod house. It seemed 

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  might be a rchaeologica l  evidence of  Joseph Banks' 

1766 r e fe rence  t o  I n u i t  camped on an i s l a n d  i n  Red Bay (Lysaght 1971:213). , ,, io. ' 
Some 10 km nor theas t  of Red Bay, i n  Black Bay, Tuck repor ted  another  

sod house, a l s o  apparent ly  I n u i t  i n  o r i g i n .  The ques t ion  of I n u i t  occupat ion 

i n  the S t r a i t  of  B e l l e  Isle has 'long in t r igued  and divided i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  

In 1980, Taylor,  Mar t i j n ,  and Clennont pointed o u t  t h e  l a c k  of knowledge 

about t he  chronology and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  I n u i t  i n  southern  Labrador,  

and t o  a  l a r g e  degree t h i s  i s  s t i l l  t h e  case.  Our p l an ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

was t o  record and t e s t  t he  f e a t u r e s  repor ted  by Tuck and t o  survey the  

Black Bay a rea  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  determine i f  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would 

answer ques t ions  about t he  d a t e s  of an I n u i t  presence i n  the S t r a i t ,  

t h e  n a t u r e  of t h a t  occupat ion - whether seasonal  o r  year-round - and 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between the I n u i t  and the var ious  European groups 

who have explo i ted  t h e  region.  

Red Bay ( l l ' ~ u l ~ - 2 4  J u l y )  

During t h i s  period we i nves t iga t ed  the  two s t r u c t u r e s  on Twin Is land .  

The f i r s t  of t hese ,  Twin ~ s l a n d - 2 ,  i s  loca t ed  on t h e  nor thern  ex t remi ty  

of  t he  i s l a n d ,  some 4.5  m a.s.1. ( P l a t e  1 ) .  It was a  s i n g l e  roomed, 

sub-rectangular  s t r u c t u r e ,  ca. 4  m x 8 m ,  de l inea t ed  by peat wa l l s  about 

60-70 cm high. The en t r ance  was ca. 1 m wide, l oca t ed  90 cm e a s t  of 

t h e  southwest co rne r  (F igure  1) .  There was no en t rance  tunnel  i n  t h e  

usua l  sense ,  but the  wa l l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  en t rance  f l a r e d  outward 

t o  ca. 80 cm. Af te r  t e s t - p i t t i n g  t h e  immediate e x t e r i o r  of t h e  house, 

and f a i l i n g  t o  l o c a t e  a  midden, we d iv ided  the  i n t e r i o r  of t he  house 

i n t o  q u a d r a n t s  and excavated  the  no r theas t  and southwest quadrants .  

La ter  we dug a  2 m x .5 m t rench  through the  en t rance ,  and 30 cm-wide 



s l i t  t renches  along two east-west t imbers  found below 20 t o  30 cm of 

s t e r i l e  peat.  The n o r t h e r l y  of t he se  t imbers  had been squared and measured 

ca .  12 cm on a s ide .  The sou the r ly  t imber was simply a log  wi th  a diameter  

of 10-15 cm. The s i x  north-south r a f t e r s  were a l s o  l o g s  averag ing  10-15 

crn i n  diameter .  The spacing of t he se  r a f t e r s  ( P l a t e  2) suggested t h a t  

perhaps two of t h e  c e n t r a l  r a f t e r s  had been removed. The two s l i t  t renches  

demonstrated t h a t  bo th  east-west t imbers  were s i n g l e  p i eces  i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  had been topped wi th  a f l a t ,  shed roof .  No evidence 

t h a t  these  t imbers  were lashed o r  na i l ed  t oge the r  was found, but  the 

o u t e r  t imbers  contained n a i l s  with t h e i r  heads pro t rud ing  5-10 rnm above 

t h e  s u r f a c e s  of t h e  wood, sugges t ing  t h a t  t he  r a f t e r s  had been covered 

wi th  a p iece  of canvas o r  sk in .  A number of peat  blocks found i n  t h e  

i n t e r i o r  of t h i s  house was evidence t h a t  f u r t h e r  i n s u l a t i o n  had been 

p rov ided  by blocks of peat  p i l e d  on t h e  covering. No v e r t i c a l  roof 

suppor t s  were found which l e d  us t o  surmise t h a t  the roof t imbers  r e s t e d  

d i r e c t l y  on the  t ops  of t he  peat  wal l s .  

The l i v i n g  f l o o r  of TI-2 was a t h i n ,  5 cm greasy  b l ack  l a y e r  of 

o rgan ic  m a t e r i a l  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  bedrock. The e n t i r e  southwest quadrant 

was covered wi th  a d e p o s i t  of wood ch ips  which extended we l l  i n t o  the 

no r theas t  quadrant  (Fig.  1).  Numerous p i eces  of  c u t  wood a l s o  a t t e s t e d  

t o  what must have been ex t ens ive  woodworking. A smal l  amount of charcoa l  

was recovered approximately 20 cm from t h e  edge of t he  i n t e r i o r  i n  t h e  

sou thwes t  quadrant ,  bu t  t h i s  appeared t o  be too l i t t l e  t o  have been 

t h e  remains of a hear th .  The house may have been heated by a s e a l  o i l  

lamp, bu t  we found l i t t l e  evidence of bu rn t  f a t .  It i s  q u i t e  pos s ib l e ,  

however, t h a t  t h e  h e a r t h  o r  lamp was i n  one of t he  unexcavated quadrants .  

The i n t e r i o r  of TI-2 produced s u r p r i s i n g l y  few a r t i f a c t s .  Most 

no tab le  were 81 wrought n a i l s ,  40 p i eces  of c u t  wood, 18 red-glazed, 

coa r se  earthenware she rds ,  fragments of a pipe bowl and stem, 5 p i e c e s  

of s h e e t  l e a d ,  fou r  gun f l i n t s ,  of which one was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  French 

and the o t h e r  Engl i sh  i n  o r i g i n  (R.  Stevens,  persona l  communciation), 

s e v e r a l  sherds  of  g reen  pane g l a s s ,  a few fragments of a g l a s s  v e s s e l ,  

two smal l  p i eces  of  a s  y e t  un iden t i f i ed  f a b r i c ,  and two l e n g t h s  of c u t  

baleen. No bone o r  ivory  was found, bu t  t h i s  may have been due t o  t he  

a c i d i t y  of  t h e  ma t r ix  ( s t and ing  water i n  the house had a pH of  4.5). 



The l a c k  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  i n  TI-2 makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a r r i v e  a t  f i rm  conc lu s ions  about  i t s  occupants .  I t s  exposed l o c a t i o n ,  

f l a r e d  e n t r a n c e w a y ,  unusua l  roof c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and l a c k  of ev idence  

f o r  a  chimney a rgue  f o r  a non-European c o n s t r u c t i o n  (G. Pocius ,  pe rsona l  

communication). We might a l s o  .note t he  l a c k  of  ceramic goods u s u a l l y  

found wi th  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  European s t r u c t u r e s .  The r a t h e r  l a r g e  

number of n a i l s  n o t  used i n  house c o n s t r u c t i o n  is  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  t h e  

I n u i t  p r a c t i s e  of u s ing  n a i l s  as raw m a t e r i a l  f o r  t o o l s ,  excep t  t h a t  

n o n e  o f  t h e  recovered  n a i l s  showed s i g n s  o f  mod i f i c a t i on .  There is  

a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  European s t r u c t u r e .  The d a t i n g  

of t h i s  house i s  a l s o  a  problem, a l t hough  i t s  hand wrought n a i l s  p rov ide  

some c lue .  Wrought n a i l s  were superceded by c u t  n a i l s  a f t e r  t h e  1790's,  

and even a l lowing  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of outmoded n a i l s  i n  p l a c e s  such 

a s  sou thern  Labrador ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine t h a t  TI-2 would have 

been occupied much a f t e r  the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  19 th  cen tu ry .  

The smal lness  o f  t h i s  house,  i t s  s imple  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e  s c a r c i t y  

of i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  a r t i f a c t s  c o n t r a s t  s h a r p l y  w i th  l a r g e r ,  more e l a b o r a t e  

houses  of Eskimo I s l a n d  1 and 2  i n  Hamilton I n l e t  as  de sc r i bed  by Jordan  

( 1 9 7 4 )  and Jo rdan  and Kaplan (1980). A r t i f a c t  c o l l e c t i o n s  from l a t e  

1 8 t h  and ' e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  i n  Hamilton I n l e t  a l s o  r e v e a l  a much 

wider  range and number of 'European goods. I f  TI-2 i s  I n u i t  i n  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  

we b e l i e v e ,  r a t h e r  c a u t i o u s l y  i t  must be s a i d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  ev idence  of 

a  s h o r t  s t a y ,  perhaps  a w in t e r  hunt ing o r  t r a d i n g  t r i p ,  by a  sma l l  I n u i t  

group i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  o r  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  

Twin I s l a n d  3 l i e s  5.2 m above s e a  l e v e l  on an exposed, windswept 

h i l l  ca .  130 m southwest  of TI-2. Limited t e s t i n g  h e r e  r evea l ed  what 

a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  whale  v e r t e b r a e  t e n t  r i n g  ca. 4.75 m i n  d iamete r .  

T h r e e  v e r t e b r a e  were excavated and 9  more p i e c e s  o f  bone assumed t o  

b e  v e r t e b r a e  were noted e i t h e r  v i s u a l l y  o r  by probing. Nine squa re  

m e t r e s  were  excavated i n s i d e  t h e  t e n t  r i n g ,  producing on ly  27 bad ly  

c o r r o d e d  wrought  n a i l s ,  none v i s i b l y  modi f ied ,  4 chunks o f  European 

b a l l a s t  f l i n t ,  1  p i ece  o f  ba l een ,  and 3 u n i d e n t i f i e d  bone f ragments .  

Six  50 cm2 t e s t  p i t s  and a  t r ench  of 2 m x  .5 m revea led  e x t e r i o r  middens 

where wrought n a i l s ,  b a l l a s t  f l i n t ,  b a l e e n ,  and o t h e r  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l  

o v e r l a y  a  Basque occupa t ion .  We found no d i a g n o s t i c  I n u i t  a r t i f a c t s  



h e r e ,  bu t  excava t i ons  by Tuck l a t e r  t h a t  summer r e s u l t e d  i n  the  recovery 

j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  t e n t  r i n g  of  a  d r i l l e d  soapstone fragment encrus ted  

w i th  bu rn t  f a t  which appea r s  t o  be a p o r t i o n  of  an  o i l  lamp re fash ioned  

i n t o  a  pendant ( P l a t e  3 ) .  Al thougl~ t h e  t e n t  r i n g  may be e i t h e r  ' Inui t  

o r  I nd i an  i n  o r i g i n ,  t h e  presence of a  soaps tone  o b j e c t  a rgues  s t r o n g l y  

f o r  an I n u i t  presence.  TI-3 a l s o  appea r s  t o  be t h e  r e s u l t  of  a  b r i e f  

occupa t ion ,  perhaps t h e  summer dwel l ing  of t h e  people who b u i l t  TI-2, 

which must .have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  summer. 

Black Bay ( 2 5  July-28 J u l y )  

Fo r  t he  f i r s t  p a r t  of  our  s t a y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  we surveyed t h e  southwest 

s i d e  of Black Bay ( P l a t e  1 )  where we l o c a t e d  t h r e e  p r ev ious ly  unreported 

s o d  houses  and a  bou lder  fox t r ap .  Following t h i s  survey  we t e s t e d  

and mapped t h e  sod house i n  Wiseman's Cove p r ev ious ly  r epo r t ed  by Tuck. 

The Wiseman's Cove house was sub- rec tangula r ,  measuring 6 m by 4.5 m, 

w i t h  walls averag ing  90 cm h igh ,  and an  e n t r a n c e  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  no r th  

c o r n e r  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  ( P l a t e  4 ) .  The housk l i e s  i n  a narrow v a l l e y ,  

2.1 m a.s.1. A 1 m x  2  m test p i t  i n s i d e  t h e  w a l l s  r evea l ed  a t imbered 

roof  f a s t ened  w i th  wrought n a i l s  over  a  sand f l o o r .  The t e s t  p i t  a l s o  

produced 21 bones ,  which p r i o r  t o  a n a l y s i s  appear  t o  b e  mos t l y  s e a l ,  

24 wrought n a i l s ,  and a f l u t e d  pipe bowl c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  per iod 

1780-1820 (Noel Hume 1970). A 2  m x  2  m t e s t  excava t ion  immediately 

i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  y i e lded  a  l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of ce ramics  and i r o n  

o b j e c t s ,  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y  o r  , l a t e r .  The l a c k  of  a r t i f a c t s  

t h a t  cou ld  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  house is puzz l ing ,  bu t  may be the  

r e s u l t  o f  a heavy s e a ,  which, g iven  t h e  proximity  of  t h i s  house t o  t h e  

wa t e r ,  cou ld  have swept c l e a n  t he  unpro tec ted  a r e a  o u t s i d e  t h e  house. 

The l o c a t i o n  of  t h i s  house i n  a  cove known even today f o r  i t s  good s e a l i n g  

combined w i th  t h e  p resence  of  s e a l  bones i n  t he  house sugges t s  t h a t  

i t  was a s e a l i n g  camp. The p ipe  bowl a rgues  f o r  a  l a t e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry - ea r l y  

19 th  c e n t u r y  occupa t i on ,  and t h e  co rne r  e n t r a n c e  combined w i th  an i n t e r i o r  

midden  p o i n t s  t o  I n u i t  r a t h e r  than  a  European o r i g i n .  Nonetheless ,  

our  excava t i on  he r e  h a s  been ve ry  p r e l im ina ry ,  and we would no t  r u l e  

o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  



Recommends t i o n s  

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  f u r t h e r  work a t  Twin I s l a n d ,  Wiseman's Cove, and 

B lack  Bay would r e s u l t  i n  a  b e t t e r  unders tand ing  of  t h e  chronology 

and purpose o f  what appear  t o  be  b r i e f  I n u i t  w ln t e r  and summer occupa t ions  

of t h e s e  a r ea s .  Our impress ion i s  t h a t  t h e  sites we have r e p o r t e d  r e p r e s e n t  

t empora ry  hun t i ng  o r  t r a d i n g  camps d a t i n g  t o  t he  Late 1 8 t h  o r  e a r l y  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  bu t  u n t i l m o r e  w o r k i s  done,  t h e s e m u s t  r e p r e s e n t  impress ions  

r a t h e r  than conc lu s ions .  
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PLATE 1 

Southern Labrador from Red Bay To Black Bay 





FIGURE 1 

Peat-wal led  house a t  Twin Is land-2  (EkBc-6) 





PLATE 2 

Twin Island-2, peat-walled house, looking south 





PLATE 3 

D r i l l e d  soapstone, Twin I s l a n d - 3  





PLATE 4 

Sod house ,  Wi seman' s Cove (EkBc-1 1 ) . 
Reginald Auger i s  standing i n  the  entrance.  
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