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In 1982, 1ﬁr. James Tuck located evidence of a probable Inuit occupation
in the harbour of Red Bay, Labrador. On Twin Island he found what appeared
to be a tent ring of whale vertebrae and a small sod house, It seemed
possible that this might be archaeological evidence of Joseph Hanks”®
1766 reference to Inuit camped on an Lsland in Red Bay (Lysaght 1971:213).
Some 10 km northeast of Red Bay, in Black BI.;_!.I'I, Ti.m.'.r-. reported another
aod house, also apparently Inuit {norigin. The question of Inult occupation
in the Straic of Bealla Isle has long incrigued and divided invescipators.
In 1980, Taylor, Marctlijn, and Clermont pointed out the lack of knowledge
about the chronology and activities of the Inuit in southern Labrader,
and to a large degree this is still the case. Our plan, therefore,
wag to record and test the features reported by Tuck and te survey the
Black Bay area in an effort to determine If further investigation would
answer questions about the dates of an Inult presence i{n the Strale,
the nature of that occupation = whether seasonal or year-round — and
the relationships between the Inuit and the various European groups
who have explolted the repgion.

Red Ray (11 July=24 July)

During this perlod we Investigated the two structures on Twin Island.
The first of these, Twin Island-2, I8 located on the northern extremity
of the island, some 4.5 m a.s.l., {(Plate 1). It was a single roomed,
sub-rectangular structure, ca. 4 m % 8 m, delineated by peat walls about
60-70 em high. The entrance was ca. | m wide, located 90 cm cast of
the southwest corner (Figure l). There was no entrance tunnel in the
usuil sense, but the walls on elther side of the entrance flared outward
to ca. B0 ecm., After test-pitting the {immediate exterior of the house,
and falling to locate a mldden, we divided the Interlor of the house
Intoe quadrants and excavated the northeast and southwest quadrants.

Later we dug a 2 m x «3 m trench through the entrance, and 30 em—wide
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glit trenches along two east-west timbers found below 20 to 30 om of
sterlile peat. The northerly of these timbers had been squared and measured
cd. 12 cm on a side. The southerly timber was simply a log with a diameter
of 10-15 em. The six north-south rafters were also logs averaging 10-15
cm in diameter. The spacing of these rafters (Plate 2) suggested that
perhaps two of the central rafters had been removed. The two slit trenches
demonstrated that both east-west tlmbers were slngle pleces indlicaclng
that the structure had heen topped with a Flat, shed roof. MNo evidence
that these timbers were lashed or nailed together was found, bur Che
outer timbers contalned nails with their heads protruding 5-10 mm abowve
the surfaces of the wood, suggesting that the rafters had been covered
with a plece of canvar or skin. A number of peat blocks found In the
interior of this house was evidence rthat furcher {nsulaction had been
provided by blocks of peat piled on the covering. MNo vertical roof
supports were found which led us to surmise that the roof timbers rested
directly on the tops of the peat walls.

The 1living floor of TI-Z was a thin, 5 cm greasy hlack layer of
organic material directly on the bedrock. The entire southwest quadrant
was covered with & deposit of wood chips which extended well into the
northeast gquadrant (Fig. 1). MNumerous pleces of cut wood also attested
to what must have been extensive woodworking. A small amount of charcoal
wis recovered approximately 20 cm from the edge of the Interlor In the
gsouthwest quadranc, but this appeared to be too little to have been
the remains of a hearth. The house may have been heated by a seal oil
lamp, but we Ffound litctle evidence of burnt Fact. It is guite possible,
however, that the hearth or lamp was In one of the unexcavated quadrants.

The Interior of TI=-2 produced surprisingly few artifacts. Most
notable were Bl wrought nafls, 40 pleces of cut wood, 18 red-glazed,
coarse earthenware sherds, fragments of a pipe bowl and stem, 5 pleces
of sheet lead, four gun flints, of which one was i{dentified as French
and the other English in origin (R. Steveng, personal communciacion),
several sherds of green pane glass, a Few fragments of a glass vessel,
two small pileces of as yet unidentified fabric, and two lengthe of cut
baleen. No bone or lvory was found, but this may have been due to the

acidicy of the matrix (sctanding water in che house had a pH of 4.53).
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The lack of diagnostic artifacts in TI-2 makes it difficult to
arrive at Ffirm concluslons about its occupants. Its exposed locatien,
flared entranceway, unusual roof construction, and lack of evidence
for a chimney argue for a non—European construction (6. Pocius, persomal
communication). We might also note the lack of ceramic goods usually
Found with 18th and 19th century Eurepean structures. The rather lacge
number of nails not wsed {in howuse construction is suggestive of the
Inult practise of using nalls as raw material for tools, except that
none of the recovered nalls showad migne of modification. Thare 1s
a possibility, therefore, that this 15 a European structure. The dating
of this house is also a problem, although fts hand wrought nails provide
some clue. Wrought nalls were superceded by cut nalls after the 17%0 s,
and even allowing for the perslatence of outmoded nails in places such
as southern Labradeor, 1t 1s difficult te imagine that TI-2 would have
been occupled much after the firgt quarter of the 19th century.

The smallness of this house, lts simple construction, and the scarcity
of its associated artifacts contrast sharply with larger, more elaborate
houses of Eskimo Island | and 2 in Hamilton Inlet as described by Jordan
(1974) and Jordan and Kaplan (1980). Artifact collections from late
léch and early 19th century houses in Hamilrom Inlet also reveal a much
wider range and number of European goods. If TI-2 is Inuit in affiliation,
w2 belleve, rather cautiously (t must be said, that 1t 15 evidence of
a short stay, perhaps a winter hunting or trading trip, by a small Inult
group in the late 18th or early 19th century.

Twin Island 3 lies 5.2 m above sea level on an exposed, windswept
hill eca. 130 m southwest of TI=-2. Limited testing here revealed what
appeared to be a whale vertebrae tent ring eca. 4.75 m in diameter.
Three wvertebrae were esxcavated and 9 more pleces of bone assumed to
be vertebrae were noted either wvisually or by probing. MNine square
metres were excavated Inside the tent ring, producing only 27 badly
corroded wrought naills, none wvisibly modifled, 4 chunks of European
ballast fline, 1 plece of baleen, and 3 uvnidentified bone Fragments.
Six 50 cm? test plts and a trench of 2 m x .3 m revealed exterior middens
where wrought nafls, ballast flint, baleen, and other organic material

overlay a Basque occupation. We found no dlagnostic Inuit artifacts
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here, but excavations by Tuck later that summer resulted In the recovery
just outside the tent ring of a dreilled soapstons Fragment encrosboed
with burnt fat which appears to be a portlon of an oll lamp refashioned
into a pendant (Plate 3). Although the tent ring may be elther Tnuoie
or Indian in origin, the presence of a scapstone object argues strongly
for an Inuit presence. TI-3 alsa appears to be the resvlt of a hrief
occupation, perhaps the summer dwelling of the people who bulle TI-2,

which must have been built in the summer.

Black Bay (25 July=28 July)

For the first part of our stay In this area we surveyed the southwest
side of Black Bay (Plate 1) where we located three previously unreported
sod houses and a boulder fox trap. Followlng this survey we tested
and mapped the sod housa in Wiseman®s Cove previously reported by Tuck.
The Wiseman‘s Cove house was sub-rectangular, measuring 6 m by 4.5 m,
with walls averaging 90 em high, and an entrance directly in the north
corner of the structure (Plate 4)s The house lies In a narrow valley,
2.1 m a.s.l, Al mx2m test plt inside the walls revealed a timbered
roof fastened with wrought nalls over a sand floor. The test pit also
produced 21 bones, which prior to analysis appear to be mostly seal,
24 wrought nalls, and a fluted pipe bowl characteriscic of the periocd
1780=1820 (Moel Hume 1970). A Z m x 2 m test excavation (mmedlacely
in front of the entrance yvielded a large gquantity of ceramies and iron
objects, dating to the mid-19th century or later. The lack of artifacts
that could be associated with the house 1s puzzling, but may be the
result of a heavy sea, which, given the proximity of this housa to the
water, could have swept clean the unprotected area outside the house.
The location of thlis house In a cove known even today for its good sealing
combined with the pressnce of seal bones In the house suggests thatc
it vas a sealing camp. The plpe bowl argues for a late 1Bth century-early
19ch century occupation, and the corner entrance comblned with an Interlor
midden points to Inult rather than a European origin. HNonetheless,
our excavatlon hare has been very priéllminary, and we would not rule

out the possibllity of a different Interpretatlon.
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Recommendat fons

We believe that Ffurther work at Twin Island, Wiseman's Cove, and
Black Bay would result In a better umderstanding of the chronology
and purpose of what appear to be brief Inuit winter and summer occupations
of these areas. Our impression is that the sites we have reported represent
temporary hunting or trading camps dating to the late 18cth or early
19th centuries, but untll more work is done, these must represent impressions

rather than concluslons,
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PLATE 1

Southern Labrador from Ked Bay To Black BRay
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FIGURE 1

Peat-walled house at Twin Island-2 (EkBe-6)



Twin Island-2
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FLATE 2

Twin Island-2, peat-walled house, looking south
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PLATE 3

ODrilled soapstone, Twin Island=3
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PLATE 4

Sod house, Wiseman's Cove (EkBe=11).
Roginald Auger is atanding in the entrance.
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