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contour interval - 30m

Tide heights quoted on the face of the map are approximate and
assume calm seas; use lide tables for Tofino, B.C. Add one hour

during summer months for Pacific Daylight Saving Time.
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The story behind the trail:

The Huu-ay-aht, Ditidaht and Pacheedaht First Nations
have always lived along Vancouver Island's west coast.
These nations used trails and paddling routes for trade
and travel long before foreign sailing ships reached this
region over 200
years ago. Over the
century following
contact sailors
brought the
beginning of a
changing world to
the First Nations.
Trade increased, and
many sailing ships met a tragic fate navigating in these
unfamiliar and hazardous waters. Sailors soon referred
to this coastline as the “Graveyard of the Pacific”.

Between 1888 and 1890 the government erected a
telegraph line along the coastline. The line was an attempt
to establish communications between the west coast
villages, the newly established Cape Beale and Carmanah
lighthouses, and larger communities in hopes of saving
mariner lives.

However, after the wreck
of the Valencia in 19086,
with the loss of 133 lives,
the public demanded
the government do

more to help mariners
along this coastline.

In response the
government built
Pachena Lighthouse,
established lifesaving
stations and improved
the telegraph route to become a life saving trail for
shipwreck victims and their rescuers. With improvements
to technology the frequency of shipwrecks decreased and
the life saving trail was gradually abandoned. In 1973 the
trail became part of the newly established Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve. Today, hiking the West Coast Tralil
is about exploring Vancouver Island’s temperate rainforest
and wild coastline, experiencing a fabled land recounted
in traditional histories, walking in the steps of shipwreck
victims, and appreciating the beauty of territories that

First Nation people continue to call home.
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Pacific Rim National Park Reserve

WEST COAST TRAIL

The West Coast Trail (WCT) is one of three units

of Pacific Rim National Park Reserve (PRNPR),
administered by Parks Canada. PRNPR protects and
presents the coastal temperate rainforest, near shore
waters and cultural heritage of Vancouver Island’s
west coast as part of Canada’s national park system.

WEST COAST TRAIL POLICY AND PROCEDURES
The WCT is open from May 1 to September 30.

The trail is closed October 1 to April 30 due to frequent
and prolonged periods of heavy rain, strong winds, high
tides, large waves and short days. The park superintendent
may close the WCT at any time to address public safety,
environmental or operational concerns.

Peak season is July and August — to avoid crowds schedule
your trip during May, June or September.

Entrance and exit points: Pachena Bay, Gordon River
and Nitinaht Lake. Entrance or exit at any other point is not
permitted unless an evacuation is required.

Ferry crossings are operated throughout the hiking
season: Gordon River, Nitinaht Narrows and Nitinaht Lake
(fees apply).

Maximum group size: 10 hikers.

Pets and firearms are prohibited on the WCT.

All users must obtain a permit prior to accessing
the WCT. (fees apply)

OPTIONS FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT

Reservations for Gordon River, Pachena Bay or
Nitinaht can be made:

Online at: reservation.pc.gc.ca

1-877-737-3783 (Canada and USA)
1-519-826-5391 (International)

Standby: Hikers without reservations can register on a
standby list at the trailheads. All spaces are reservable

Phone:
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767 ton wooden schooner
"SEQUEL", Jan. 1909, out
of Callao in ballast, captain's
wife and 3 year old daughter
lost, all others survived

"MICHIGAN" a wooden
steamship, Jan. 1893,

no loss of life.Steamer
"MASCOTTE" to salvage
"MICHIGAN" destroyed by
fire Aug. 1893, no loss of life.
Remnant boiler still on-shore.

Pacific Rim National Park Reserve
2040 Pacific Rim Highway
Ucluelet, BC, VOR 3A0

"VALENCIA", 1600 ton,
253 foot iron steamer,
Jan. 1906, out of San
Francisco for Victoria
and Vancouver, out of a
total of 160 passengers
and crew, more than 125
lives were lost

3 masted ship
"BECHERDASS-
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1386 tons, July 1879,

in ballast from Shanghai
to Moodyville to load
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