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MEMO 

To: Marc Di Domenico, P.Eng.  
City of Windsor Infrastructure Services 
Engineering Department – Corporate Projects Division 
350 City, Hall Square West, Suite 310, Windsor, Ontario 

Date: April 21, 2023 

From: Chelsea Dickinson, Cultural Heritage Specialist, WSP E&I Canada Limited 
Heidy Schopf, Cultural Heritage Team Lead, WSP E&I Canada Limited 
Henry Cary, Senior Archaeologist & Team Lead, WSP E&I Canada Limited 

Ref: Cultural Heritage Screening: City of Windsor Urban Parks Plan, LaSalle Additional Lands 

1 INTRODUCTION 
WSP E&I Canada Ltd. (WSP) was retained by the City of Windsor (the City) to conduct a cultural heritage screening of seven 
study areas in the Town of LaSalle as part of the City of Windsor National Urban Park Project (the Project). The study areas 
comprise approximately 141.02 hectares (ha) in a mix of residential, recreational, agricultural, and natural heritage land use 
(Figure 1 and Figure 2A-Figure 2G). From west to east, these study areas are: 

• Turkey Creek

• Reaume Prairie

• Stanton Woods

• Spring Garden Natural Area, LaSalle (Spring Garden,
LaSalle)

• Town Centre Woodlot (Town Centre)

• LaSalle Woodlot/Brunet Park (Brunet Park)

• Villa Maria Woodlot (Villa Maria)

Historically, the study areas were located within the Geographic Township of Sandwich, County of Essex in the following Lots 
and Concessions: 

• Lots 32-39 Concession 1 Petite Cote

• Lots 31-37, 39-42 Concession 2 Petite Cote

• Part of Lot 1, Concession 4 L’Assumption

To identify known and potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes in the study areas, this memo 
followed guidance outlined in the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built 
Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes: A Checklist for the Non-Specialist (the Checklist).  

The approach and methodology used to complete the Checklist is provided in Section 2, the results from the Checklist are 
provided in Section 3, and recommendations are provided in Section 4. Historical aerial imagery is included in Appendix A, and 
the completed MCM Checklist for each area provided in Appendix B.
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Figure 1: Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 2A: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 2B: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 2C: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 

  

DRAFT



 

Cultural Heritage Screening WSP E&I Canada Limited 
Project No. IM22104012.19 April 2023 
City of Windsor   Page 6 

Figure 2D: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 2E: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 2F: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 
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Figure 2G: Aerial Photograph Showing the Location of the Study Area 
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2 APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 

2.1 REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 
The requirements to consider cultural heritage in Ontario are found in the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 
(Government of Ontario 2020) and the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18 (Government of Ontario 1990). 

2.1.1 PROVINCIAL POLICY STATEMENT 
The PPS provides policy direction on matters of provincial interest related to land use planning and 
development (Government of Ontario 2020:1). Under the PPS, the conservation of cultural heritage is identified 
as a matter of provincial interest. Section 2.6 of the PPS gives direction on the consideration of cultural 
heritage and archaeology (Government of Ontario 2020:31). Specifically, the following direction is given 
regarding built heritage resources, cultural heritage landscapes, and protected heritage properties: 

2.6.1 Significant built heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved. 

2.6.3 Planning authorities shall not permit development and site alteration on adjacent lands to protected 
heritage property except where the proposed development and site alteration has been evaluated and it has been 
demonstrated that the heritage attributes of the protected heritage property will be conserved. 

2.6.5 Planning authorities shall engage with Indigenous communities and consider their interests when 
identifying, protecting, and managing cultural heritage and archaeological resources. 

(Government of Ontario 2020: 31) 

2.1.2 ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 
The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.018, provides a framework for the protection of cultural heritage 
resources in the province. It gives municipalities and the provincial government powers to protect heritage 
properties and archaeological sites. The Ontario Heritage Act includes two regulations for determining Cultural 
Heritage Value or Interest (CHVI): Ontario Regulation 9/06 (O. Reg. 9.06) (amended by O. Reg 569/22) and O. Reg. 
10/06. O. Reg. 9/06 provides criteria to determine the CHVI of a property at a local level while O. Reg. 10/06 
provides criteria to determine if a property has provincial significance (Government of Ontario 1990). 

2.2 GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS 
The MCM is responsible for the administration of the Ontario Heritage Act and has developed checklists, 
information bulletins, standards and guidelines, and policies to support the conservation of Ontario’s cultural 
heritage resources, including built heritage resources, cultural heritage landscapes, and archaeological sites. 
For cultural heritage, the Checklist is used to screen for known (or recognized) heritage properties and 
properties with potential CHVI. The Checklist also includes screening criteria for local or Indigenous 
knowledge that may suggest a property acts as a landmark, has special historical associations, or is part of a 
cultural heritage landscape. The Checklist represents a high-level screening for properties with CHVI. Where 
properties with known or potential CHVI are identified as part of the Checklist, further work may be 
recommended as appropriate, such as a Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact 
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Assessment (Cultural Heritage Report), Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER), or Heritage Impact 
Assessment (HIA). 

2.3 BACKGROUND RESEARCH 

2.3.1 DESKTOP DATA COLLECTION 
The Checklist was completed through a combination of desktop data collection and municipal and agency 
information gathering conducted via phone and email. The desktop data collection was completed following 
the instructions provided in pages 4-8 of the Checklist. To identify known (or recognized) heritage properties, 
the following online sources were reviewed: 

• Easements/Protections, (Ontario Heritage Trust 2023a, 2023b) 

• Plaques Database (Ontario Heritage Trust 2023c) 

• Directory of Federal Heritage Designations (Parks Canada 2023) 

• Designated Lighthouses (Parks Canada 2023) 

• Directory of Designated Heritage Railway Stations in Ontario (Parks Canada 2023) 

• World Heritage List (UNESCO 2023) 

• Bereavement Authority of Ontario (2023) 

• Canadian Heritage Rivers System (2023) 

To identify settlements, structures, and landscape features within and adjacent to the study areas, historical 
maps from 1877, 1881, 1905, 1910/1913, 1957, 1974/1975, and 2001 maps were reviewed (Figure 3 to Figure 9). 
Aerial imagery from the Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA; 1947), University of Toronto (1954), and 
City of Windsor (1962a, 1962b, 1972a, 1972b, 1978, 2023) was also analysed to chart recent changes in the study 
areas (Appendix A). 

The desktop data collection determined that no previous cultural heritage assessments have been conducted 
within the study areas.  
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Figure 3: 1877 Illustrated Historical Atlas Map of the County of Essex 
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Figure 4: 1881 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the Counties of Essex and Kent – Map of E&W Sandwich Townships 
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Figure 5: 1905 Plan of the Townships of Sandwich – West East and South 
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Figure 6: 1910/1913 Topographic Maps of Ontario, Windsor Sheets 
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Figure 7: 1957 Topographic Map of Ontario, Windsor Sheets 
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Figure 8: 1974/1975 Topographic Maps of Ontario, Windsor Sheets 
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Figure 9: 2001 Topographic Map of Ontario, Windsor Sheets 
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2.3.2 INFORMATION GATHERING 
The City of Windsor, Town of LaSalle, Ontario Heritage Trust (OHT), and MCM were contacted via email to 
determine whether listed, designated, or protected heritage properties are within and adjacent to the Study 
Area.  

Karla Barboza, Team Lead, Heritage at the MCM reported that there are no provincial heritage properties or 
properties designated by the Minister within or adjacent to the study areas or the Town of LaSalle.  

Kevin Baksh, at the OHT confirmed that there are no conservation easements or Trust-owned properties within 
or adjacent to the study area.  

Kristina Tang, Heritage Planner with the City of Windsor responded by email and did not identify any 
designated or listed heritage resources within or adjacent to the study areas. 

Gudrin Beggs, with the planning department at the Town of Lasalle, responded that the Town of Lasalle has no 
designated or listed heritage properties within or adjacent to the study areas. 

It is recognized that cultural heritage resources are often of importance to Indigenous communities. Parks 
Canada is currently undertaking Indigenous Engagement as part of this project. Should the engagement 
determine that the study areas contains known or potential cultural heritage resources that are of significance 
to Indigenous Nations, then this memo will be updated as appropriate. 

3 MCM CHECKLIST RESULTS 
From the results of the desktop data collection and municipal and agency information gathering, a Checklist 
was completed for each study area to determine the presence of known or potential cultural heritage 
resources.  

A summary of each Checklist is provided in Table 3-1. An “X” is used where the answer to one of the Checklist 
questions is “No”, while a red checkmark is used when the response to a question is “Yes”. The completed 
checklists are provided in Appendix B.  DRAFT
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Table 3-1 Summary of Checklist Screening Questions for Potential Park Locations 

 POTENTIAL PARK LOCATIONS 

SCREENING QUESTIONS 
Turkey 
Creek 

Reaume 
Prairie 

Stanton 
Woods 

Spring 
Garden 
LaSalle 

Town Centre  Brunet Park Villa Maria 

1 Is there a pre-approved screening checklist, methodology 
or process in place? 

       

Part A: Screening for known (or recognized) Cultural 
Heritage Value 

 

2 Has the property (or project area) been evaluated before 
and not found to be of cultural heritage value?        

3 Is the property (or project area):        

a Identified, designated or otherwise protected under 
the Ontario Heritage Act as being of cultural heritage 
value? 

       

b A National Historic Site (or part of)? 
       

c Designated under the Heritage Railway Stations 
Protection Act?        

d Designated under the Heritage Lighthouse Protection 
Act?        

e Identified as a Federal Heritage Building by the 
Federal Heritage Buildings Review Office (FHBRO)?        

f Located within a United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World 
Heritage Site? 
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 POTENTIAL PARK LOCATIONS 

SCREENING QUESTIONS 
Turkey 
Creek 

Reaume 
Prairie 

Stanton 
Woods 

Spring 
Garden 
LaSalle 

Town Centre  Brunet Park Villa Maria 

Part B: Screening for Potential Cultural Heritage Value  

4 Does the property (or project area) contain a parcel of land 
that:        

a Is the subject of a municipal, provincial or federal 
commemorative or interpretive plaque?        

b Has or is adjacent to a known burial site and/or 
cemetery?        

c Is in a Canadian Heritage River watershed?        

d Contains buildings or structures that are 40 or more 
years old?        

Part C: Other Considerations  

5 Is there local or Aboriginal knowledge or accessible 
documentation suggesting that the property (or project 
area): 

       

a Is considered a landmark in the local community or 
contains any structures or sites that are important in 
defining the character of the area? 

       

b Has a special association with a community, person, or 
historical event?        

c Contains or is part of a cultural heritage landscape? 
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4 DISCUSSION 
One study area (Spring Garden LaSalle) was identified to have potential CHVI as it is within the Ojibway 
Prairie Complex, identified as a cultural heritage landscape (Ojibway Nature Centre 2011, 2023). This cultural 
heritage landscape has not been formally evaluated or designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.  

Three study areas (Turkey Creek, Stanton Woods, and Brunet Park) contain buildings or structures that are 
40 or more years old. The potential built heritage resources in these study areas have not been formally 
evaluated or designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.  

Since the CHVI of the Spring Garden LaSalle, Turkey Creek, Stanton Woods, and Brunet Park study areas 
have not been confirmed, any proposed development must be assessed in a Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 
Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (Cultural Heritage Report). The Cultural Heritage Report should 
include historical research, information gathering, and fieldwork to document existing conditions of the 
properties. If the Cultural Heritage Report determines that the property has potential CHVI and direct impacts 
are anticipated, then a property-specific Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) must be completed. The HIA must 
contain an evaluation of the property against O. Reg. 9/06 (as amended by O. Reg. 569/22) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act.  .  

All of the study areas are within the watershed of the Detroit River, recognized as a Canadian Heritage River. 
However, the nearest study area to the Detroit River is Turkey Creek, which is over 800 m east from the river’s 
east bank. Given the distance of the study areas from the Detroit River, no further cultural heritage studies are 
required for the Reaume Prairie, Town Centre, and Villa Maria study areas. 

These cultural heritage screening results are depicted in Figure 10.  

Note that the results of this screening are subject to change as part of the ongoing Indigenous 
engagement/consultation process for the Project. 
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Figure 10: MCM Checklists Results 
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5 RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on research and analysis undertaken to complete MCM Checklist for each study area, the following 
recommendations are made: 

1 It is recognized that cultural heritage resources are often of importance to Indigenous communities and 
that Parks Canada is currently undertaking Indigenous Engagement as part of this project. Until 
Indigenous Engagement is complete, the results of the cultural heritage screening are subject to change. 
Once Indigenous Engagement is complete, this memo will be updated and finalized, as appropriate. 

2 The Spring Garden LaSalle, Turkey Creek, Stanton Woods, and LaSalle/Brunet Park study areas have 
potential CHVI. If development is proposed within these areas, then the preparation of a Cultural Heritage 
Report is required. The Cultural Heritage Report must include historical research, information gathering, 
and fieldwork to document existing conditions of the study areas. If the Cultural Heritage Report 
determines that a study area has potential CHVI and direct impacts are anticipated, then the completion of 
a property-specific Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is required. The HIA must contain an evaluation of 
the property against O. Reg. 9/06 (as amended by O. Reg. 569/22) of the Ontario Heritage Act.  

3 No further cultural heritage work is recommended for the Reaume Prairie, Town Centre and Villa Maria 
study areas. 

We trust that the information presented in this memo meets your current requirements. Should you have any 
questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

WSP E&I Canada Limited 

Prepared by: 
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Chelsea Dickinson, B.A. Hons.  
Cultural Heritage Specialist  

Reviewed by:  
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Heidy Schopf, MES, CAHP 
Cultural Heritage Team Lead 

Henry Cary, PhD, CAHP, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 
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