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FOREWORD 

For several years a programme of studies of land use history and 

landscape change has "been developing in the Department of Geography at 

The University of Calgary. Graduate Students are now engaged in or 

have recently completed research on diverse topics relating to this 

programme, for example, on Banff Townsite; its historical geography and 

planning prohlems, and on the history of land use and landscape in 

Glacier National Park. A. R. Byrne's Man and Landscape Change in the 

Banff National Park Area to 1911, is the first completed study in the 

series and a ground-Breaking one in a research field that is getting 

more and more attention as the importance of recent landscape history 

to contemporary land use and planning problems is increasingly recognized. 

Byrne sees his major contributions as (l) a classification of 

the historical changes in dominant species in the areas of sub-alpine 

grassland within the Park area; (2) the suggestion that during the 

period c. 18^0 to c. 1911 forest fires greatly increased in frequency 

and extent, due to the combination of changing climate and the arrival 

of the white man; (3) a partial reconstruction of the early Park land

scape; and (4) a survey of early Park policy and its influence on the 

landscape. 

The reader might add other values to these, probably including 

the relations Byrne draws between studies of land use and landscape 

change and contemporary planning issues in Banff and other National 

Parks. Thus Byrne questions certain statements about the original 

purposes and philosophy of Banff National Park as well as much of the 

terminology applied to the Park, for example, "original" vegetation or 
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"unspoiled" landscape. He also underscores one of the basic reasons for 

carrying on this series of studies by stating that plans for the future 

should be based on a scientifically and historically acceptable knowl

edge of the past. 

March, 1968 J. G. Nelson 

The Department of Geography 
The University of Calgary 
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PREFACE 

The content of this paper closely follows that of the author's 

original dissertation manuscript which was completed in 1964. However, 

certain changes have been made at the author's suggestion and the 

editor has also effected certain typographical and bibliographical 

corrections. 

The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance rendered by 

the following individuals and organizations in the preparation of the 

study: Dr. J. G. Nelson, Department of Geography, The University of 

Calgary; personnel of Federal and Provincial Government Departments in 

Calgary, Edmonton, Banff and Ottawa; the staff of the Glenbow-Alberta 

Institute, Calgary; Mr. Denis Johnson; and the University of Alberta, 

Calgary (now The University of Calgary) for financial support. Photo

graph 6 has been reproduced from Forest Protection in Canada 1913-14 

(Toronto: Win. Briggs, 1915), with the permission of the Queen's 

Printer, Ottawa. Photographs 7 and 11 have been reproduced with the 

permission of the Glenbow-Alberta Institute, Calgary, and Photograph 9 

with the permission of the Geological Survey of Canada, Ottawa. 

The "Banff Park, Alberta" 1 Inch to 3 Miles (1955) map prepared 

by the Department of Mines and Technical Surveys, Ottawa is recommended 

for use with this study. 

R. C. Scace, editor 


