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Locomotive No. 30

Like a ghost lurking in a darkened recess, locomotive No. 30 is shown here
shrouded in snow, immobile and lifeless.

Although the exact history of this photograph is a mystery, it was probably

taken inside the engine house at the first Rogers Pass Station circa 1887. Snow
avalanches occasionally could reach this station. Likely, an avalanche had come
down near the building and blasted it with the fine powder snow frequently
blown in front of a snowslide.

In 1899, an avalanche destroyed the station. Diibs and Company of Glasgow,
Scotland built this 4-4-0 configuration engine in 1882. The Canadian Pacific
Railway never used No. 30 in Rogers Pass. The locomotive was probably in
transit when it had this brush with disaster. Canadian Pacific Corporate Archives
Photograph M1282.

Junction East Slide Path

More than 100 avalanche paths streak
down the mountains along the Rogers
Pass route across the Selkirk Mountains.
These slide paths are often of impressive
dimensions. This dry snow avalanche
descending Junction East avalanche
path started at an elevation of 2320 m
and came to rest on the valley floor

1200 m below. It travelled a distance of
2850 m at speeds up to 240 km/hr.
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