
John G. Woods 

SNOW 
WAR 

history of 
Rogers Pass 
Glacier National 
Park, B.C. 

Published by the National and Provincial Parks Association of Canada. 



Published by The National and Provincial Parks Association 
of Canada in cooperation with Parks Canada to commemorate 
the centennial of the discovery of Rogers Pass: 1881-1981. 
Text and research by John G. Woods, Parks Canada. 
Edited by John S. Marsh, N.P.P.A.C. 
First Edition 1983, Second Edition 1985 
ISBN 0-920570-08-9 

Junction East Slide Path 
More than 100 avalanche paths streak 
clown the mountains along the Rogers 

Pass route across the Selkirk Mountains. 
These slide paths are often of impressive 

dimensions. This dry snow avalanche 
descending Junction East avalanche 

path started at an elevation of 2320 m 
and came to rest on the valley floor 

1200 m below. It travelled a distance of 
2850 m at speeds up to 240 kin/hr. 

COVER 

Locomotive No. 30 
Like a ghost lurking in a darkened recess, locomotive No. 30 is sho wn here 
shrouded in snow, immobile and lifeless. 
Although the exact history of this photograph is a mystery, it was probably 
taken inside the engine house at the first Rogers Pass Station circa 1887. Snow 
avalanches occasionally could reach this station. Likely, an avalanche had come 
down near the building and blasted it with the fine powder snow frequently 
blown in front ofasnowslide. 
In 1899, an avalanche destroyed the station. Dubs and Company of Glasgow, 
Scotland built this 4-4-0 configuration engine in 1882. The Canadian Pacific 
Railway never used No. 30 in Rogers Pass. The locomotive was probably in 
transit when it had this brush with disaster. Canadian Pacific Corporate Archives 
Photograph M1282. 



February 1, 1899 was not a unique day in the history 
of Revelstoke, British Columbia. The Revelstoke Herald 
featured a front page story on a disaster which had struck 
Rogers Pass in the nearby Selkirk Mountains the day 
before: 

"A Terrible Accident — Seven Persons Killed, One Seriously 
Injured — A Most Shocking Affair — A Snowslide Sweeps 
Away The Station And Round House At Roger's Pass and 
Buries Eight People Alive — All The Bodies Have Been 
Found Except One..." 

This was not the first time human life had been lost in the 
pass; it would not be the last. 

Visitors view the raw wilderness of the Selkirk ranges 
in the Columbia Mountains with mixed emotions. On 
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one hand, the sheer mountain walls, snow-fed glaciers 
and dark rain forests represent some of the most striking 
mountain terrain in the world. On the other hand, the 
Selkirks form a nearly invincible barrier to transportation. 

In a century of searching, surveyors have located only 
one likely route across the central Selkirks: Rogers Pass. 
Without this pass, all railways and highways would have 
to take a lengthy detour northward around the moun
tains by following the Big Bend of the Columbia River. 
Instead, men have accepted the Selkirks' challenge and 
have pitched forces against the arsenal of avalanche, 
forest fire, tangled forest and steep terrain that guard 
Rogers Pass. 

The story of transportation in Rogers Pass is a contin
uing saga of man against the mountains. 
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