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(continued on page 11)

Taking Action to Protect Canada’s Boreal

Boreal.  The word comes from the Greek name for the
Goddess of the North Wind, a very appropriate
choice for a forest that rings the northern latitudes of

our planet. The boreal is an ancient ecosystem of trees,
lichens and mosses that is frequently returned to its youth by
forces like fire and wind.

At its heart are the spruces — black and white — that
form dense and sheltering stands for species such as wood-
land caribou, elk, moose and wolves in a very harsh northern
environment. It is a forest system shaped by the natural
stresses of winter, short summers and repeated natural fires.
The wild animals and plants of the boreal have adapted over
thousands of years to these difficult conditions. Boreal
species often hibernate or travel long distances in search of
food and shelter and many have found ways to conserve

energy while travelling in deep snow.
The boreal is a place where cool, deep forests carpeted

with lichens and mosses shelter rich worlds of tiny plants
and micro-organisms. It is a fragile forest in many ways with
soils that are highly prone to erosion. And it is home to
species ranging from powerful wolves and bears to tiny
songbirds and delicate orchids. These extensive forests clean
our air and our water and moderate our climate — without
them, our world would be a very different place.

The Canadian boreal — a wide mantle of aspen
parklands, deep spruce woods and tree-dotted taiga stretch-
ing across the mid-section of Canada — represents some of
the largest and most important intact, frontier forests in the
world.  In fact, Global Forest Watch estimates that one-

An estimated 120 grizzly bears roam the deep
woods and fish in the fast-flowing mountain streams
  of the Gataga Valley in British Columbia’s North-

ern Rockies.  Now multiply that by 50 interconnected
watersheds unreachable by any road and you begin to get a
taste of what this region, known as Muskwa-Kechika, is all
about.  This is one of the richest wildlife areas on earth —
and now it is also a world-
leading example of ecosys-
tem conservation in action.

In November 2000, the
Government of British
Columbia accepted the
near-consensus report of the
Mackenzie Land and
Resource Management
Planning panel.  In one
stroke, it increased the
reach of the Muskwa-

Kechika’s unique blend of
protected areas and special
management zones to cover a
total of 63,000 square kilometres.
Close to half-a-million hectares
in new parks and 119,000 hec-
tares in existing parks in the Mackenzie District have been

linked up to the hundreds of thousands of
hectares protected during earlier land-use
planning exercises in the Muskwa-
Kechika Management Area (MKMA).
       These magnificent protected areas,
including the Mackenzie’s crown jewel —
the 343,000 hectare Gataga-Kechika-Frog
Park (also known as Dune Za Keyih)  in
the traditional homeland of the Kwadacha
Band and the Kaska Nation — are embed-
ded in special management zones cover-

(continued on page 6)

Gataga River

Clearcut in Main
River valley
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CANADIAN PARKS AND
WILDERNESS SOCIETY
(CPAWS)by David Thomson, President and

Stephen Hazell, Executive Director

T he Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
is Canada’s grassroots voice for wilderness
— but a voice that so far speaks primarily in

English.
CPAWS has 10 chapters that have achieved many conservation victories in

all parts of Canada. But CPAWS supporters and staff are concentrated in Ontario
and the western provinces and territories. The volunteers and small staff of the
Ottawa Valley chapter work valiantly to protect wilderness in Quebec, Canada’s
largest province, while volunteers of the Halifax-based Atlantic chapter attempt
the same for Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and New-
foundland and Labrador.

We think that CPAWS must broaden its reach, both in terms of the people
who make up the Canadian mosaic and the grassroots coverage of chapters
across this vast country.  We want to expand CPAWS’ tent and spread the mes-
sage of wilderness protection from coast to coast to coast, in languages other
than English.  A priority is to engage the
25 percent of Canadians whose mother
tongue is French, Canada’s other official
language.

Many CPAWS chapters have a strong
record of working with First Nations
people, Metis and Inuit.  CPAWS needs to
build on this record and reach out to
Aboriginal peoples everywhere that we
work. As well, CPAWS must engage new
Canadians in wilderness protection. One out of six Canadians was born in
another country, so the sharing of our appreciation of Canada’s unsurpassed
natural beauty and open spaces is a duty we owe to these landed immigrants and
new citizens.

CPAWS must look east in Canada to build our grassroots. The opportunities
for, and threats to, wilderness in the five eastern provinces are just as significant
as they are in the west.  Quebec has legally protected less than one percent of its
territory from industrial development, which is far less than any other Canadian
province. The tremendous undisturbed boreal forests of northern and eastern
Quebec are threatened by logging and hydroelectric development.  The pristine
forests of southern Labrador and the northern peninsula of Newfoundland are
similarly threatened by new roads, logging and mining. A stronger CPAWS
presence could make a big difference in protecting the natural heritage of these
regions.

Can CPAWS make the leap to become a truly national grassroots organiza-
tion? We believe so.  Can CPAWS build the strength of chapters and start new
ones to ensure that we have an effective presence in every province and territory
from sea to sea to sea? Yes, with a little help from our friends.

CPAWS: Grassroots and National

Stephen Hazell (left) and David Thomson

� Letters go a long way toward helping us achieve our campaign goals.  Put your pen
(or keyboard) where your heart is and write for the wild today!  Look for ➤ action

items ➤ throughout this newsletter, contact your chapter (see page 10) for information on local
issues and visit our website at www.cpaws.org for ongoing calls to action.

(continued on page 14)
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A jewel in Newfoundland’s forest
crown may be lost forever if we
 don’t act now.

The Main River watershed on the
northern peninsula of Newfoundland is
both rare and valuable: Old-growth
boreal forest, the world’s second-largest
population of endangered Newfoundland
marten, Atlantic salmon, woodland
caribou, lynx, moose and more than 100
species of birds make this an extraordi-
nary jewel.

Sitting on Canadian Heritage Minis-
ter Sheila Copps’ desk is the five-year
management plan for the Main River.
She has up to eight months to accept or
reject the proposal to designate the Main
as a Canadian Heritage River. “If this
proposal is accepted,” says Stephen
Hazell, CPAWS national executive
director, “the Main will have the dubious
distinction of being the most heavily

Top: The Big Steady on the Main River. Bottom: A
clearcut in the Main River watershed leaves a
barren landscape in the background.

TO
P,

 L
A

U
R

A
 J

A
C

K
S

O
N

; B
O

T
TO

M
, 

JO
H

N
 M

C
C

A
R

T
H

Y

HOHOHOHOHOT SPOT SPOT SPOT SPOT SPOTTTTT::::: Main RivMain RivMain RivMain RivMain Rivererererer, N, N, N, N, Neeeeewfwfwfwfwfoundlandoundlandoundlandoundlandoundland
THREATHREATHREATHREATHREATTTTT::::: ClearClearClearClearClearcutting old-gcutting old-gcutting old-gcutting old-gcutting old-grrrrrooooowtwtwtwtwth borh borh borh borh boreal feal feal feal feal forororororesesesesestststststs

(continued on page 13)

logged of all of the 26 Canadian
Heritage Rivers.”

As a whole, the Main River water-
shed covers 1,048 square kilometres,
explains Laura Jackson, CPAWS
national trustee and executive director
of the Protected Areas Association of
Newfoundland and Labrador, one of
the groups most active in the Main
River Coalition.

The province, however, proposes
to protect only a 105-square kilometre
strip adjacent to the river with an
additional 95 square kilometres to be
given only temporary protection. Of
that 95 square kilometres, only 40
would be “leave areas” or “no cut”
zones, although these too would not
be permanently protected. A “modi-
fied harvest” by Corner Brook Pulp
and Paper would be allowed in the

“Protected” areas in Canada: What’s at stake

Recent good news that the
Ontario Ministry of Natural
  Resources (MNR) has put a

stop to an aggregate company’s plans
to develop an open-pit mine in the
Mellon Lake Conservation Reserve has
been undermined by talk that the
company is going to re-apply for a
permit — with the support of the
Ontario Prospectors Association.

Palu-Corbelli Corp. started bulk
sampling — cutting and removing
blocks of granite the size of pickup
trucks — last year under a permit
issued by the Ministry of Northern
Development and Mines (MNDM). To
access the site, the company also
constructed a road over Crown land,
apparently without a proper road- (continued on page 15)

HOHOHOHOHOT SPOT SPOT SPOT SPOT SPOTTTTT::::: 3333378 ne78 ne78 ne78 ne78 new prw prw prw prw proooootttttectectectectected ared ared ared ared areas in Onteas in Onteas in Onteas in Onteas in Ontarararararioioioioio
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building permit from the MNR.  Local
residents and nearby cottagers were the
first to raise concerns about mining in
this new protected area.

Since then, about 600 written
submissions have been sent to MNR
outlining criticisms and concerns about
the blasting, road building and pro-
posed open-pit mining at Mellon Lake,
including the threat to a number of rare
species found there, such as the little
prickly pear cactus, prairie warbler,
five-lined skink and shining sumac.

The announcement from MNR
Minister John Snobelen at the end of
January was a victory — until word
spread that Palu-Corbelli will be re-
submitting its application.  This time

Paddlers in the Chiniguchi area may hear rock
blasting rather than loon calls.
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After being dead-ended again by the
federal election last fall, the Species at
 Risk Act (SARA) was introduced into

Parliament for a third time at the beginning of
2001 with minor changes from last year’s bill
(see the fall 2000 Wilderness Activist).  Unfor-
tunately, the amendments to SARA do not
address any of the concerns that CPAWS and
other groups raised, which once again results in

Champagne corks were popping on February 26,
2001 as CPAWS celebrated the official coming into
force of the Canada National Parks Act, announced

by Heritage Minister Sheila Copps.   “This is tremendous
news,” says Stephen Hazell, CPAWS national executive
director, “and the amendments passed by Parliament in 2000
were the biggest steps made since 1930.  The Act is one of
the best in the world!

“This is a big success for CPAWS,” Hazell continues,
“and also for Sheila Copps.  We
must congratulate the Minister
and Parks Canada for a job well
done in shepherding the bill
through the House of Commons
and Senate.”

CPAWS and other groups
worked hard to have significant
amendments incorporated into
the bill, Hazell explains, and
their inclusion has created a
powerful law in which ecological
integrity is the primary concern
in park management.  Highlights
of the Act include caps on new
commercial development and ski
hill developments and the formal establishment of seven new
national parks, including Gros Morne in Newfoundland,
Wapusk in Manitoba and Aulavik in Northwest Territories.
As well, the Act also requires the tabling of a five-year
management plan for all national parks.

The next step is the implementation of the Act, says
Hazell.  “One of the biggest issues of implementation is the
financial issue.  There are parks and marine conservation
areas all over the country that aren’t being established
because there’s no money.  The Southern Gulf Islands,
Manitoba Lowlands, Wolf Lake and Lake Superior are all
being held up because there isn’t enough funding.”

As a member of the Green Budget Coalition, which
includes a wide spectrum of environmental organizations,

from Greenpeace Canada to
Ducks Unlimited, CPAWS will
continue to talk to the prime
minister’s office and the
finance department to ensure
that there is adequate funding for
the establishment and management of
new and existing national parks.

Hazell is optimistic that the money — ideally, $1 billion
over five years —  will come through for these needs and for
the implementation of the recommendations from the Panel

on the Ecological Integrity of Canada’s National
Parks, which emphasized the immediate need to
protect our national parks.
      While there were many aspects of the

legislation that CPAWS applauded, one unre-
solved concern is development within or adjacent
to parks.  For example, explains Hazell, CPAWS
would like to eliminate the summer use of the
Lake Louise gondola so that bears will not be
harassed or disturbed in their habitat; keep
proposed roads out of Wood Buffalo and Bruce
Peninsula Parks; and stop a proposed gas pipe-
line across the Strait of Georgia through a
proposed marine conservation area.
      With the new Canada National Parks Act,

the top priority in parks is the protection of
nature. Let’s continue to celebrate this major advance in
protecting the ecological integrity of our parks while keeping
an eye on the implementation of the Act.  s

➤ Write to Heritage Minister Sheila Copps and
thank her for ushering in a strong law that
ensures the future ecological integrity of our
national parks.  ➤ Tell her that you expect
funding will be made available to implement
the Act and that you hope that development will
not be allowed in existing or new parks such as

those outlined above. Canadian Heritage Minister Sheila
Copps, 15 Eddy St., Hull, Que., K1A 0M5; phone (819)
997-0055; fax (819) 994-5987 or (613) 992-2727;
min_copps@pch.gc.ca

National Parks Act

WHAT
YOU
CAN
DO ➤➤➤➤➤

Until the issue of development is resolved
within the new act, new roads may still be
allowed in Wood Buffalo National Park.
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Species at Risk Act a weak bill that does little to protect either
endangered species or their habitats.

CPAWS national executive director
Stephen Hazell notes that there are lots of
outstanding issues.  At the top of the list is the
fact that the bill does not require mandatory
protection of habitat, even in national parks;
and that the federal Cabinet, not scientists, will
decide which species are listed and deserve
protection.

(continued on page 12)Ferruginous hawk
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Marine Conservation Areas Act

Bill C-10 will cover the Great Lakes (top) and the Arctic,
Atlantic and Pacific coasts.

WHAT
YOU
CAN
DO ➤➤➤➤➤
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With the re-introduction — again — of the pro-
posed Marine Conservation Areas Act to Parlia-
ment in February, CPAWS is confident that this

marine protected areas law will finally be enacted this year.
Sabine Jessen, conservation director of the CPAWS B.C.

chapter, notes that “the bill has died twice already, most
recently when the federal election was called last autumn.
The re-introduced Bill C-10 is virtually identical to the last
one, but has a longer title: the Canada National Marine
Conservation Areas Act.”  Before
it becomes law, Bill C-10 must go
through the entire parliamentary
process of both the House of
Commons and the Senate.

Since 1998, when the bill was
first tabled, Canada’s oceans have
shown ever more serious signs of
stress and degradation.  “We’ve
got to start moving on marine
conservation,” Jessen says, “com-
pared to our progress with estab-
lishing protected areas on land,
there has been little done about
marine protection in Canada.

“Our oceans are suffering as
many or even more threats,” Jessen
emphasizes.  “From the slow
recovery of cod stocks and the loss
of salt marshes on the Atlantic
coast to the recent listing of B.C.’s
southern killer whale population as
‘threatened’, the signs of stress are becoming more frequent
and more serious.”

Once Bill C-10 has been passed, CPAWS is optimistic
that Gwaii Haanas and the Southern Gulf Islands will be the
first two West Coast marine protected areas to be estab-
lished.  Keith Symington, CPAWS  B.C. marine spaces co-
ordinator, explains that under Parks Canada’s policy, these
protected areas would be managed for the conservation of
marine biodiversity.  Potentially harmful human activities,
such as the proposed gas pipeline in the southern Strait of
Georgia, could be prohibited if they are considered incom-
patible with conservation management objectives.

A CPAWS brief to the House of Commons points out
that the proposed act would provide a legal tool for estab-
lishing a system of national marine conservation areas
(NMCAs) that represents Canada’s diverse marine regions.
Such a system would provide Canadians with special places
to connect with our rich and diverse ocean environments.
Protected marine areas could also help ensure lasting ben-
efits to coastal communities by contributing to healthy
marine environments.

Jessen believes that the proposed Act is a strong bill that
will lead to long-term protection for threatened marine
species such as the sea otter, killer whale and beluga whale
and their habitats. Some of the key provisions include
balancing protection and sustainable use of marine re-
sources, which ensures a stable economy for coastal commu-
nities; a strong conservation focus, including an explicit
requirement for the designation of zones that fully protect
the marine environment within every NMCA; and participa-
tion by local communities, First Nations, government agen-
cies and other stakeholders in the study, designation and

management of marine areas.
        This bill is complementary to the
Oceans Act and the Canada Wildlife
Act and will provide the additional
tools Canada needs to adequately
conserve and protect our country’s
biologically rich and economically
important marine environments. Bill
C-10 would cover the Arctic, Pacific
and Atlantic coasts as well as the Great
Lakes.

There are, however, some out-
standing issues in the proposed legisla-
tion, Jessen adds.  “CPAWS strongly
recommends amendments prohibiting
activities such as bottom trawling,
finfish aquaculture and dredging,
which cause long-term, large-scale
habitat destruction.”  (For more infor-
mation about the impact of such
activities, see the fall 1999 Wilderness
Activist.)  CPAWS is currently review-

ing the bill to determine whether other amendments could
strengthen its conservation provisions.

Working in co-operation with a number of other commu-
nities, groups and agencies, CPAWS is working to ensure a
representative system of marine protected areas is estab-
lished across Canada by 2010.  Obviously, passing Bill C-10
quickly will help make sure that this process has both oars in
the water. Act now!    s

➤ Contact Heritage Minister Sheila Copps and
ask her to support this bill and make it a high
priority to get protected marine areas estab-
lished immediately. ➤ Explain that develop-
ments such as the proposed pipeline in the
Georgia Strait are serious threats to our ocean
ecosystems so we must protect marine wilder-

ness areas now. ➤ Also tell her that you support most of the
provisions in the proposed Act but would like her to include
the amendments outlined above.  Heritage Minister Sheila
Copps, 15 Eddy St., Hull, Que., K1A 0M5; phone (819)
997-0055; fax (819) 994-1267; min_copps@pch.gc.ca
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ing a further 409,000
hectares.  The icing on
the cake is a new protec-
tion designation created
through the Mackenzie
plan — its new Wildland
Zones will prevent
logging on a further
900,000 plus hectares.

But what took a
single day for the govern-
ment to announce was
close to a decade in the
making for CPAWS and
its conservation allies.
“Nothing happens
without somebody
pushing for a large
vision,” points out
CPAWS national conservation director George Smith.  Eight-
and-a-half years ago, that vision was shared by CPAWS and
the Chetwynd Environmental Society, who decided to
combine their efforts to secure the future of the awesome
Northern Rockies area, now known as the Muskwa-Kechika.

The richness of the area was, of course, well understood
by the Aboriginal people who for centuries have called this
area home, but for others it was a revelation. “The wildlife
populations are so dramatically vibrant with the greatest
abundance and diversity of large wild mammals in North
America,” Smith notes.  “We were looking at 50 undevel-
oped watersheds, one of which was 2.2 million hectares — it
was an enormous area and there was still the opportunity to
protect it” as an intact working system. In this vast area, the
relationship between prey species, such as elk, stone sheep,
caribou and moose, and top predators, such as wolves and
grizzly bears, was still in balance, which was a good indica-
tor that the entire ecosystem was strong and healthy.

CPAWS helped to bring together a coalition of 20
organizations, including First Nations, guides/outfitters,
hunters, trappers, naturalists and other conservation organi-
zations, to push for protection of this vast area.  At the same
time, the provincial government was anxious to try to end
the valley-by-valley battling that had passed for land-use and
environmental planning in the province.

The government’s announcement of a protected-areas
strategy in 1992 was followed by the development of the
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP) process.
And that was the start of a gruelling campaign both on the
ground and at the planning tables to ensure that the unprec-
edented opportunity to protect big wilderness was not lost in
the Muskwa-Kechika.

“Wayne Sawchuk of Chetwynd Environmental Society

likes to say we were
locked in co-operation
with industry, particularly
the oil-and-gas industry at
first and later the forestry
industry,” Smith says
with a smile.  That the
area deserved protection
on an unprecedented
scale was clear, he adds,
but relying solely on
parks to deliver that
protection was clearly
impractical.

 The idea of using
zoning developed as a
way to address the need
to have very large core
protected areas that
would be both buffered
from outside impacts and
developments and con-

nected to each other by special management areas, he
explains.  CPAWS also pushed to take this idea one step
further by insisting that these special management areas be
more than just plans on paper — their ecosystem roles and
their management rules had to be spelled out in law.

Smith can’t think of any other conservation plan that has
made special management areas such a clearly described and
legislated part of the protection of a natural area.  “There are
a lot of places where people are talking about these ideas,
but I don’t know any place that has 16 million acres [6.3
million hectares] of protected areas and special management
areas identified by law and legislated,” he notes.

To Smith, the ability of the Mackenzie planning table to
reach a consensus between all interests other than the pro-
vincial mining industry speaks to the power and the beauty
of the Muskwa-Kechika.  “People from other sectors got out
there and recognized how beautiful and important the area
was,” he believes, and came back to the table ready to work
for its protection.

“The Kaska Dena Nation and the Kwadacha Band were
leaders in seeking a bold protection plan for their home-
land,” Smith notes, adding “I really want to honour the wide
range of organizations who worked with us so hard” to bring
about this world-leading conservation model.

But the work is far from done, Smith acknowledges.
The job of actually implementing the vision developed in the
interlinked land-use plans for the MKMA will be an ongoing
process.  The key, says Smith, is to ensure conservation
planning and ecosystem assessment work is done before
development occurs.  The recent commitment by a number
of government agencies and other groups, including
CPAWS, to fund detailed conservation planning work has
Smith feeling optimistic, but he recognizes that CPAWS will

Setting a Wild Example
(continued from page 1)
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For the Kaska Dena Nation, plunging into the land-
use planning process for their homeland area in B.C.’s
Muskwa-Kechika region was a bold risk.  It was clear

that the planning process would address fundamental is-
sues for the Kaska, such as the survival of wildlife in one of
the richest ecosystems in North America.  It was also clear
that the treaty negotiation process through which the Kaska
were already seeking recognition of their rights and occu-
pancy of this area was “proceeding at a glacial pace,” notes
David Porter, the Kaska’s chief negotia-
tor.

Concerned about the impact devel-
opment could have on the 50 intercon-
nected watersheds that make up the
Muskwa-Kechika Management Area, the
Kaska decided to participate in the Land
and Resource Management Planning proc-
ess and try to use the process to ensure
the protection of wild species and spaces
in their homeland even while the treaty
process dragged on.

It’s important to remember that
“much of the Muskwa-Kechika and lands
adjacent to it are in the traditional terri-
tory of the Kaska Dena.  There couldn’t
be a decision without our involvement,” Porter notes.  With
this in mind, the Kaska secured a commitment directly from
the premier that “guaranteed the involvement of the Kaska
Dena in all processes and subsequent management of the
area,” he explains. Recognition of the Kaska Dena’s long
occupancy of the lands they call Dena Keyeh, located in
and around the Muskwa-Kechika area, was critical to draft-
ing a solid  agreement, adds CPAWS national conservation
director George Smith.

Porter agrees that a key issue for the Kaska was recog-
nition of Aboriginal people’s deep roots in the area.  The
Kaska asked that this be reflected in all efforts to tell the
world about the Muskwa-Kechika, whether it was through
the use of native languages on signs or through the use of
traditional knowledge in drafting conservation plans.

Porter points out that native people have been leaders

in understanding the importance of declaring some areas
off-limits to industrial development.  “If you look north,
from Nunavut to Alaska, most special management areas or
national parks have come about as a result of First Nation
initiatives, particularly as part of land-claim agreements,”
he says.

“There needs to be a clear delineation of special lands,
like those in the Muskwa-Kechika, that are set aside to sus-
tain wildlife values, unique habitats and the health of our

watersheds,” he continues.
Porter thinks that one of the most inno-

vative parts of the Muskwa-Kechika agreement
is that conservation planning must be com-
plete prior to any industrial or economic de-
velopment taking place.  “This is a unique
way to have protected areas and economic
activity,” he notes.

As the actual on-the-ground implemen-
tation of the Muskwa-Kechika agreements goes
forward, Porter says it will be important for
all parties to remember that “we’ve been walk-
ing back and forth here for thousands of
years.” Opportunities for Aboriginal people,
including opportunities to develop new tour-
ism and other ventures, must be a priority,

he feels.  The Kaska, for example, are already working to
make the most of their extensive traditional trail network in
the region and Porter says he hopes Aboriginal people will
also play a large role in staffing the new parks.  Given the
enormous potential popularity of the area, it is critical that
Aboriginal people are given access to training, small busi-
ness assistance, and other skills to help manage the impact
of change on their homeland, he stresses.

“I hope we have Kaska guides, Kaska park officials and
Kaska conservation officers all helping to introduce this
country to visitors,” he says.  The Kaska’s pride in this beau-
tiful country will also be shared through a soon-to-be-com-
pleted video.

“Our goal,” says Porter, “is to ensure that the wildness
of this place remains forever and that minimal changes hap-
pen to the landscape.”  s

Our Natural Allies: Kaska Dena
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Check out www.cpaws.org/northernrockies for more on the North-
ern Rockies including spectacular photographs.

have to remain vigilant and involved for years to come.
“It’s important that we succeed in Muskwa-Kechika

because this is the first place to attempt such a large-scale
approach,” Smith points out.  But he also believes that this is
the only approach that is likely to succeed in the long term.

“If we want our air quality and water quality and wild-
life to be here for future generations, we have to work on
this scale everywhere,” he feels.  “You just can’t deal with
these issues on a small scale — one watershed is probably

too small for most large carnivores or even ungulates [deer,
moose, elk, etc.].”  Thinking big also leaves room for us to
be creative in our planning and to address alternative ways of
creating economic prosperity, he continues, adding “This is
an opportunity to put in place a planning and operational
framework for a thousand-year vision and that’s the kind of
thinking we need for the planet.”  s

Caribou
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YUKON CHAPTER
Southeast Yukon lies within the Yellowstone-to-Yukon conservation
corridor and is part of the boreal forest that sweeps across Canada. The
southeast’s five major watersheds are among the most beautiful and
diverse in the territory. With development rapidly increasing in this
wilderness, it is imperative that land- and resource-management plans be
crafted to provide a template for both conservation and development.

The lack of official land-use planning in the southeast is a big
problem. The federal Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development (DIAND) manages Yukon’s forests and has repeatedly
proposed allocating large blocks of land to industrial uses before
conservation planning is done. These efforts have created a crisis that
CPAWS Yukon has responded to by proposing a protected-areas strategy
for the whole region. In the face of increasing interest in development,
there is an urgent need to protect wilderness, key wildlife habitat and
important ecological linkages now. CPAWS’ plan takes a two-pronged
approach to conservation: Completion of a network of protected areas
and special management zones, along with responsible and sustainable
development outside conservation areas. On February 16, DIAND
committed to a one- to two-year community-based forest-management
planning process for southeast Yukon.

➤ Please write to DIAND Minister Robert Nault, Yukon Premier
Pat Duncan (Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2C6), and Yukon MP
Larry Bagnell (House of Commons, Ottawa, Ont., K1A 0A6 – no
postage necessary; fax (613) 995-0945; Bagnell.L@parl.gc.ca) and urge
them to ensure that proper land-use and conservation planning is done
before development proceeds.

ALBERTA - CALGARY/BANFF CHAPTER
The Calgary/Banff chapter has recently been focusing a lot of attention
on the areas surrounding Waterton Lakes National Park in the southwest
corner of Alberta. Waterton is part of the Waterton-Glacier International
Peace Park and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The region is also a
critical link in the Yellowstone-to-Yukon conservation corridor, but it is
having a lot of trouble with its neighbours.

To the north of Waterton, the Castle Wilderness continues to be
degraded by oil-and-gas activities, forestry and abusive motorized
recreation. The Alberta government has been reluctant to intervene, so
CPAWS Calgary/Banff is redoubling its efforts to have this area legally
protected without further delay. Meanwhile, on the eastern boundary of
Waterton, a former Saskatchewan cabinet minister is seeking to subdi-
vide his property to allow for about 100 residential lots to be created on
lands adjacent to the national park. If this proposal is accepted by
Cardston County, a precedent will be set that could lead to a town at the
park’s entrance in the middle of a world-famous viewscape. CPAWS and
about a dozen other groups are working together to protect both the
scenic and ecological values of the Waterton Front.

ALBERTA - EDMONTON CHAPTER
The Edmonton chapter is increasing its efforts to protect endangered
woodland caribou habitat. Three decades after government biologists
warned about declining caribou populations, the provincial government
continues to allocate critical caribou habitat for industrial development.
Neither the federal nor provincial government yet have laws requiring
mandatory habitat protection. Unprecedented rates of industrial
expansion are destroying caribou habitat in Alberta. Habitat is being
destroyed by clearcut logging of old-growth forests and by the frag-
mentation and destruction of intact forests by oil-and-gas and oil-sands
developments. The petroleum industry drives thousands of new
kilometres of seismic exploration lines, pipelines and roads through
our forests each year and destroys habitat directly through well-site
clearing.

A top chapter priority is stopping the GAP project, a proposed
$900 million pulp-and-paper mill that has already received provincial
approval-in-principle. GAP investors have been promised the
Chinchaga area forests, Alberta’s last unallocated foothills forests that
contain significant caribou habitat. Located northwest of Peace River,
the Chinchaga forests targeted for pulping by GAP cover an area
almost the size of Jasper National Park. We will intervene in Alberta’s
Natural Resources Conservation Board hearing with the goal of
establishing the Chinchaga as a large wilderness park.

BRITISH COLUMBIA CHAPTER
The window of opportunity to protect important ecosystems in the South
Chilcotin Wilderness near Vancouver is closing rapidly. The B.C.
government has been running a multi-stakeholder land-use planning
process in the Lillooet area since 1997, but conservation, recreation and
industry representatives have reached a stalemate over protected areas.

This spectacular landscape, just four hours north of Vancouver, is
home to provincially significant mountain goat populations, threatened
populations of grizzly bear and bull trout, and is the northern limit for
spotted owls in the province.  First proposed as a park in 1937, this area’s
ecological diversity ranges from wet coastal mountains of hemlock and
cedar in the west to dry benches of ponderosa pine and grasslands in the
east near the Thompson and Fraser Rivers. The forest industry has
adopted a talk-and-log approach.  Active logging is occurring in five of
the 10 larger proposed protected areas and four of the five remaining
areas are scheduled for imminent development.

This may be our last chance to save the South Chilcotins before a
provincial election is called this spring. ➤ Please take the time to write a
letter to the Premier of B.C. asking him to protect the South Chilcotins
now!  ➤ Check www.cpawsbc.org for more information. SASKATCHEWAN CHAPTER

Much of our chapter work continues to focus on the forest.  With the
recent approval of Weyerhaeuser’s forestry plan (to harvest 3.1 million
hectares over 20 years), two wilderness areas near Dore and Smooth-
stone Lakes were given interim protection (i.e. no logging and road
building). We are hopeful that 40,000 hectares of the Dore/Smooth-
stone wilderness will soon be permanently protected from development
in the Weyerhaeuser operating area.

Saskatchewan boasts huge, intact wild forests north of the
Churchill River.  CPAWS is currently working to protect large areas
within two separate land-use planning regions in this part of the
province: One planning region is located along the NWT border, and
the second is in the vicinity of Foster Lakes.  We are also promoting
the need for thoughtful and careful land use and protection along the
beautiful Churchill River.

We continue to monitor land-protection issues in the Cypress Hills
region in southwestern Saskatchewan.  Native prairie in the Gap and on
the North Slopes is threatened by oil-and-gas development. The
provincial government recently placed a moratorium on oil-and-gas
exploration for 75 percent of the environmentally sensitive areas
identified by local ranchers. Protection, however, has not been final-
ized, as there is a strong difference of opinion as to how the land
should be zoned and managed. Discussions continue.
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From coast to coast, here are
some of the top issues that our
chapters are working on. There
are some great suggestions here
for things you can do to make a
difference.  Turn the page for
chapter contact information.

ONTARIO - WILDLANDS LEAGUE CHAPTER
Are Ontario parks being targetted for hydro development? The
Globe and Mail recently reported that a joint industry-government
taskforce has developed a proposal that would see parks opened to
the development of hydroelectric facilities. Proponents argue that
hydro development, even when it occurs in parks, is “green”
because it is renewable and does not emit smokestack pollutants
such as carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxides.

CPAWS Wildlands League has received an assurance from the
Minister of Natural Resources that parks will not be opened to
hydroelectric developments, but industry pressure on the Minister
to reverse his position may continue. While we support green
energy, we do not see how creating artificial reservoirs, altering fish
migration routes and habitat and damaging shoreline areas in parks
can be seen as “green.”  Based on the data we have seen, significant
new hydro capacity can be brought on stream through upgrades to
existing hydro plants and turbine improvements.  We would like to
be able to encourage this type of development instead of fighting to
keep our wild rivers alive.

➤ Please watch our website at www.wildlandsleague.org for
updates on this important issue.

ATLANTIC REGION CHAPTER
See the national hot spot on page 3 for details about clearcut logging in the
magnificent Main River watershed, adjacent to Gros Morne National Park in
Newfoundland.

MANITOBA CHAPTER
The practice of bear-baiting around Riding Mountain National Park has long
been troubling. But while bear-baiting continues to have a serious impact, it
now appears that elk-baiting poses an equal, if not more serious, threat to the
park’s wildlife. Although the practice of elk-baiting is illegal in Manitoba,
bales of alfalfa are being strategically placed around the periphery of the
park to lure elk into the gunsites of hunters. Elk herds are abandoning the
centre of the park and are congregating around the periphery to be near the
alfalfa bales.

It gets worse. There are only between 30 and 50 wolves in and around
Riding Mountain. Killing of wolves by anyone holding an elk-hunting
permit is legal and wolves have now started to congregate around the alfalfa
bales waiting for the elk. This can lead to their killing by hunters who don’t
like the competition. An increasing proportion of the private land around the
park is being converted to hunting purposes, using the park’s wildlife as the
resource. Riding Mountain, one of the 10 most threatened national parks in
Canada, is being transformed into a giant shooting range.

➤ Urge the Government of Manitoba to co-operate with the federal
government in protecting RMNP. Write to Oscar Lathlin, Minister of
Conservation, Room 333, Legislative Building, 450 Broadway, Winnipeg,
Man., R3C 0V8, mincon@leg.gov.mb.ca

ONTARIO/QUEBEC - OTTAWA VALLEY/OUTAOUAIS CHAPTER
Quebec’s long-awaited Protected Areas Strategy has suffered a serious
setback.  At the last minute, the government cancelled a January 30 meeting
where the plan, drawn up after months of discussion among environmental,
industry and government representatives, was to have been released to the
public. The designation of at least 85,000 square kilometres of new parks
and protected areas (five percent of Quebec and nearly one percent of
Canada) is now in jeopardy — apparently the result of opposition from the
Ministry of Natural Resources and a lack of commitment from the Parks and
Wildlife Agency.

Despite 10 years of promises, just 0.5 percent of Quebec is permanently
protected to park standards (another 3.8 percent is in temporary protection).
The future of Quebec’s wilderness depends on the outcome of the Quebec
Protected Areas Strategy, so it is crucial that this process be rapidly set back
on track.

➤ Please write to the two ministers below and urge them to join the
Minister of the Environment in supporting the Protected Areas Strategy.
Jacques Brassard, Minister of Natural Resources, 5700, 4th Ave. W., Atrium
Building, Suite A-308, Charlesbourg, Qué., G1H 6R1, fax (418) 643-4318.
Guy Chevrette, Minister Responsible for Parks and Wildlife, Place Haute-
Ville, 700, René-Lévesque Blvd. E., 29th floor, Québec, Qué., G1R 5H1, fax
(418) 643-2033.

LOOK FOR ➤     ACTION ITEMS ➤     FOR
YOUR CHAPTER AND GET INVOLVED!

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CHAPTER
The South Nahanni watershed, located within the Greater Nahanni
Region in the southwestern NWT, is a 33,000-square kilometre wild
area dominated by rugged mountains, turbulent rivers and abundant
wildlife. CPAWS NWT is working with the Deh Cho First Nations
(DCFN) to establish new protected areas in their traditional
territory.  The DCFN have stated that they intend to protect the
South Nahanni watershed as part of their self-government negotia-
tion process and have issued resolutions supporting protection of
the area.  The ecological integrity of the region is, however, under
increasing threat from mining and oil-and-gas activity, including
renewed activity at two mine sites, road development, the staking of
mineral claims and seismic work.

Given the continued interest in expanding the Nahanni
National Park Reserve and the increased industrial activity in the
area, CPAWS is supporting the Deh Cho First Nations’ efforts to
protect the watershed by opposing any new industrial developments
or staking that will negatively affect the future ecological integrity
of this potential protected area.

➤ Please write Northern Affairs Minister Robert Nault (House
of Commons, Ottawa, Ont., K1A 0A6 – no postage necessary) and
urge him to protect this wild area by putting a moratorium on any
new permit applications and mineral staking activity within the
South Nahanni watershed.
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HOW TO REACH CPAWS’ NATIONAL OFFICE
Suite 506, 880 Wellington St., Ottawa, Ont., K1R 6K7

(613) 569-7226; 1(800)333-WILD
fax (613) 569-7098

info@cpaws.org

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CHAPTER
How to contact us
Deh Cho Protected Areas Project
address:  P.O. Box 618, Fort Simpson,
NWT, X0E 0N0
Protected Areas Coordinator
phone: (867) 695-3337
fax: (867) 695-2555
e-mail:  sibbestons@hotmail.com
Outreach Coordinator
phone: (867) 695-3131
fax: (867) 695-2665
e-mail: cpawsimp@cancom.net

Yellowknife Office
address: P.O. Box 1934, Yellowknife, NWT,
X1A 2P4
phone:  (867) 873-9893
fax:  (867) 873-9894
e-mail:  cpaws-nwt@yellowknife.com

YUKON CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Box 31095,Whitehorse, Yukon,
Y1A 5P7
phone:  (867) 393-8080
fax:  (867) 393-8081
e-mail: cpaws@yknet.yk.ca

BRITISH COLUMBIA CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Suite 502, 475 Howe St.,
Vancouver, B.C., V6C 2B3
phone: (604) 685-7445
fax: (604) 685-6449
e-mail: info@cpawsbc.org
website: www.cpawsbc.org

CALGARY/BANFF CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Suite 306, 319 Tenth Ave. S.W.,
Calgary, Alta., T2R 0A5
phone: (403) 232-6686
fax: (403) 232-6988
e-mail: cpawscal@cadvision.com
website: www.cpawscalgary.org
Executive director Dave Poulton’s
e-mail: poultond@cadvision.com
Education director Gareth Thomson’s
e-mail:  cpaws_education@telusplanet.net

HelpWanted/Wish List
A A volunteer is needed to co-ordinate

the public distribution of our chapter
newsletter, Green Notes. Must have
own transportation. Please call Ann or
Fiona at (403) 232-6686.

EDMONTON CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: P.O. Box 52031, 8210 - 109 St.,
Edmonton, Alta., T6G 2T5
phone:  (780) 432-0967
fax:  (780) 439-4913
e-mail:  edmcpaws@ecn.ab.ca

HelpWanted/Wish List
A To volunteer for the Chinchaga

campaign, contact executive director
Sam Gunsch or community outreach
co-ordinator Jill Sturdy.

A chapter needs include a small photo-
copier and house plants to green up the
new office

SASKATCHEWAN CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Room 36, 1002 Arlington Ave.,
Saskatoon, Sask., S7H 2X7
phone: (306) 975-0866
fax: (306) 373-4009
e-mail: cpaws.sask@getthe.net
website: cpaws-sask.org

MANITOBA CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: P.O. Box 344, Winnipeg, Man.,
R3C 2H6
phone: (204) 339-0247
fax: (204) 338-4727
e-mail: river@mb.sympatico.ca

HelpWanted/Wish List
A Volunteers needed to help with “A Day

for the Wild” on June 2 in Assiniboine
Park.  Activities include a 10K/5K fun
run/walk, kids’ games, guided birding
and botany hikes and portaging races.

A Wish list includes a current model
laptop computer, colour printer and
filing cabinets

WILDLANDS LEAGUE CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Suite 380, 401 Richmond St. W.,
Toronto, Ont., M5V 3A8
phone: (416) 971-9453
fax: (416) 979-3155
e-mail: info@wildlandsleague.org
website: www.wildlandsleague.org

HelpWanted/Wish List
A parking spot in downtown Toronto
A table-drawer unit to hold maps

OTTAWA VALLEY/OUTAOUAIS
CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Suite 601, 880 Wellington St.,
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 6K7
phone: (613)  232-7297
fax: (613)  232-2030
e-mail: jlanglois@cpaws.org
website: www.cpaws-ov.org

HelpWanted/Wish List
Items are needed in Ottawa/Hull and in
Montreal, and a tax receipt can be issued
for their donation.
A computers (Pentium or newer, laptop

or desktop)
A fax machine
A light table or portable screen for

slideshows

ATLANTIC REGION CHAPTER
How to contact us
address: Box 2504 CRO, Halifax, N.S.,
B3J 3N5
phone: (902) 868-2981
fax: (902) 494-3728
e-mail: jmeeuwig@attcanada.net

Visit our action-oriented website for more
details about some of the issues you’ve
read in this newsletter plus up-to-date

news bulletins, essays and more!

www.cpaws.org
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Taking Action (continued from page 1)

quarter of the world’s unlogged, undeveloped forest can be
found in Canada, mostly in the boreal region.

CPAWS has committed itself to ensuring that the wild is
protected in Canada’s boreal region.  From coast to coast, we
are actively pursuing protection for very large boreal areas
while also laying the groundwork for a new way of looking
at the importance and value of these complex and fragile
forest ecosystems.  In fact, we believe that rather than
protecting just some
areas from develop-
ment and industrial
uses, we should
look instead at
where development
and industrial
activities might be
ecologically sustain-
able and appropriate
and limit such land
uses to these areas.

To further this
vision of a new
model of land use
and conservation,
we are shaping a
national conserva-
tion campaign
focused on five
flagship areas,
which we call Conservation Heartlands.
These will be linked from coast to coast
throughout the boreal by landscape-
scale connections allowing for the free
movement of wild species and genetic
materials, such as seeds or genes.  The
Heartland areas, which would each
cover hundreds of thousands of square
kilometres, would bring a new conser-
vation approach to some of the richest
and most undisturbed areas in the boreal.

The Heartlands would feature a mixture of protected
core areas, legislated special management areas and buffers,
as well as vital connections for wildlife. The Heartlands will
be embedded in the larger boreal landscape, which while
allowing a wider range of industrial activities, still must
protect the whole suite of species and ecosystems found in
this forest region.

Our commitment is to work with citizens, Aboriginal
peoples, other conservation organizations, governments and
industry to bring about this new approach to land steward-
ship. We believe this will open the door for significant
economic opportunities while also protecting environmental
and community health throughout the boreal.

CONSERVING THE HEART OF THE BOREAL
The five Heartland areas will be shaped by natural attributes
and will cross political boundaries of different Canadian
provinces and territories.  They will literally be at the heart
of a living boreal system through which species such as
bears, caribou and wolves flow. They are:

Northwest Heartland — This Heartland builds on the
spectacular advances in re-defining how we approach wild
lands that have been made through the Land and Resource

Management Plan
process in north-
eastern B.C. (see
page 1).  From
this region of
intermingled
protected areas,
wildland reserve
areas and special
management
zones, the Heart-
land reaches up
into the southern
Yukon and south-
western NWT,
where pressures
to introduce
industrial forestry
operations and to
expand oil-and-
gas and mining

activities are growing rapidly.  To the
south, the Heartland connects to Alber-
ta’s Chinchaga wilderness, one of the
largest intact boreal forest areas remain-
ing in the province’s northwest, but an
area also threatened by a large proposed
pulp mill development.

Athabasca Heartland — This Heart-
land represents a chance to build

important connections between some very large protected
areas, including Wood Buffalo National Park and the Thelon
Game Sanctuary, and to act on the opportunities available for
protecting new areas in the NWT.  The area reaches down
into the deep forest areas of northern Saskatchewan, most of
which remains untouched, and builds on the work to protect
the beautiful Dore/Smoothstone region, an area that has
gained public attention in the province.

Heart of the Continent — Recognizing the need to establish
new patterns of land use before traditional models become
entrenched in unaltered areas, this Heartland joins a huge
intact forest area to the east of Lake Winnipeg to equally

(continued on page 12)

Thelon River in NWT.
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large unallocated areas in Ontario above the province’s cur-
rent northern limit for forestry.  On both sides of the border,
it is clear that the status quo of no industrial use will not last
much longer and we are working to make conservation a
priority in upcoming land-use planning programs.  There is
great potential to build new protected area and conservation-
oriented land-use systems around
large existing protected areas such as
Atakaki and Woodland Caribou Pro-
vincial Parks.

James Bay Heartland — Landscape-
transforming hydroelectric develop-
ments and industrial forestry and
roads are prime concerns here.  As in
all of the Heartlands, we will be
working alongside Aboriginal peoples
to shape a pattern of land use that
sustains natural systems and leaves
the tapestry of nature intact in this
ecologically rich but highly fragile
semi-arctic basin.

Eastern Heartland — The need to
protect sensitive woodland caribou —
a standard-bearer for the boreal’s wild
creatures — is a priority in this
Heartland.  The existence of healthy caribou populations is a
testament to the health of the forests paralleling the St.
Lawrence across mid-Quebec to the Labrador coast.  This

Taking Action (continued from page 11)

One inclusion in the bill that CPAWS does agree with is
the establishment of a multi-stakeholder round table to
monitor the imple-
mentation of the Act.
“It’s an important
accountability amend-
ment,” Hazell ac-
knowledges.

The main oppor-
tunity for improving
this bill will be when
it is considered by the
environment commit-
tee of the House of
Commons, Hazell notes.  The committee will likely hold
hearings this spring to hear from witnesses and to review
written and oral presentations.  The committee will then
report to the House of Commons with its recommendations
for further amendments.

If this process sounds familiar, it is, but as proven by the
new Parks Act, CPAWS and its members can be instrumental
in shaping our country’s legislation and policy.   s

➤ Write, fax or call Environment Minister
David Anderson, Prime Minister Jean Chrétien
and your MP and tell them that SARA must be
strengthened.  ➤ Demand that species listings
be based on science, not politics and that
protection of all endangered species and their
habitats be automatic and mandatory.

All letters can be sent to House of Commons, Ottawa,
Ont., K1A 0A6 (no postage required). Environment Minister
David Anderson, phone (613) 996-2358; fax (613) 952-
1458; Anderson.D@ parl.gc.ca. Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien, phone (613) 992-4211; fax (613) 941-6900;
pm@pm.gc.ca.  For information about your MP, contact
Elections Canada at 1-800-463-VOTE or www.elections.ca

➤ Keep up-to-date on all of the proposed legislations by
visiting our website at www.cpaws.org often!

Species at Risk Act (continued from page 4)

WHAT
YOU
CAN
DO ➤➤➤➤➤
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Heartland also crosses the Gulf of St. Lawrence to include
the northern peninsula of Newfoundland, where the best
opportunities exist to protect boreal forests on the heavily
logged island.

CPAWS’ work in all of these Heartlands will be part of
our ongoing efforts to establish new precedents for wilder-
ness conservation in the boreal region.  CPAWS chapters

have been strongly focusing on boreal forest
issues for many years and have been drawing
attention to both the need to protect specific
areas and the need to see the boreal as more
than just a source of fibre and minerals.
        We are very excited about this new
nationally co-ordinated campaign to protect
the boreal, but we are also realistic about what
it will take to succeed.  This is our opportunity
to protect the lungs of our planet and to ensure
a healthy future for generations to come.  Few
other places on this planet have the kind of
opportunity to protect wilderness that we still
have in Canada’s boreal forests — millions of
square kilometres of forests, wetlands, fast-
flowing rivers and deep lakes.
        This is Canada’s legacy and as Canadians
we owe it to the world to do everything we
can to ensure it remains undamaged.  As our
campaign gains momentum, we will keep you
up to date with reports in our national and

chapter newsletters and through our national website at
www.cpaws.org, including information on how you can get
involved.  Your support will be critical to our success!  s

Turtle River, north of Lake Superior.
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other 55 square kilometres.
Along with the cutting in the river valley, there would be

a new network of roads to access the valley — roads that
would almost certainly be used by ATVs and other off-road
vehicles to get into the
sensitive Big Steady area.

And as the proposed
management plan stands,
the Main River’s important
population of endangered
Newfoundland marten is
not being given solid
protection. To survive, a
marten population needs at least 70
percent of its habitat left uncut and at
least half of that habitat left unfragmented
by roads or development, Jackson ex-
plains. The Main’s old-growth forest is
ideal habitat for the species. And what an
old-growth it is: The river’s watershed
includes balsam fir that are more than 250
years old — the oldest known balsam fir
in Canada.

Conservation groups are also concerned that logging
under the management plan would threaten the diversity of
the river valley’s ecosystem and ecological connections
between the Main River watershed, neighbouring Gros
Morne National Park and two adjacent watersheds.
Clearcutting, road-building and access, siltation and run-off
from roads could all seriously harm the survival of migrating
mammals, Atlantic salmon and Canada geese, among others,
and threaten extremely sensitive habitat such as alluvial
meadows and rich shoreline vegetation.

Some of these unique features explain why canoeing and
kayaking enthusiasts call the Main River one of Canada’s
treasures. But leaving buffer strips of trees along the shore
won’t give even the fastest moving paddler a true wilderness
experience.

The management plan was rushed through to the Cana-
dian Heritage Rivers Board with only a draft (not final) plan
available for review at two public open houses. There were
no public consultations in eastern and central Newfoundland
or Labrador, and both of the communities that had open
houses have vested interests in logging. Despite that fact,
Jackson reports that an overwhelming 70 percent of those
who attended were in favour of protecting the Main River,
and wanted roads and cutting to be kept out of the river
valley. Thousands of letters were written to successfully stop
an amendment that would have allowed even more cutting in

2000, Jackson says, and Heritage
Minister Sheila Copps and the Cana-
dian Heritage Rivers Board acknowl-
edge that they have received more
letters about better protection for the
Main River than they have for all of
the other Canadian Heritage rivers
combined.

   And it’s not too late to make your
voice heard, Jackson emphasizes. The
national support of groups such as
CPAWS has been tremendous, she
says, and is effective. Help protect
one of Newfoundland’s last remaining

old-growth boreal forests and the wildlife that depends on it.
You can make a difference.  s

➤ Write Premier Roger Grimes and Canadian
Heritage Minister Sheila Copps, and urge them
to protect the entire Main River valley. ➤ Tell
them that no part of the river valley should be
cut and that the majority of the watershed
should be left intact. Premier Roger Grimes,
P.O. Box 8700, Confederation Building, St.

John’s, Nfld., A1B 4J6; fax (709) 729-5875;
premier@mail.gov.nf.ca. Canadian Heritage Minister Sheila
Copps, 15 Eddy St., Hull, Que., K1A 0M5; phone (819)
997-0055; fax (819) 994-1267; min_copps@pch.gc.ca.

Main River (continued from page 3)

Top: Canoeists enjoy the Main River for its
challenges and beauty. Bottom: An intact forest
in the watershed.
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Anyone wishing to submit a resolution at the CPAWS Annual General Meeting must send it to the
national office in Ottawa by June 1, 2001.  All resolutions must comply with the CPAWS mission
statement (see www.cpaws.org and click on the logo) and anyone who proposes a resolution must
attend the AGM.  Any national trustee nomination for the CPAWS board is welcome provided that it
is signed by at least five members and received by the CPAWS national office by June 1, 2001.  All
nominations must include the nominee’s written consent, address and résumé.

CPAWS members will receive full details about the AGM and national trustee nominations in a
June mailing. For more information about the AGM or the election, please check our website at
www.cpaws.org/about/boardelections.html

Winnipeg, Manitoba
September 27, 2001
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O
Gifts made through your will should be worded in one of the
following ways:

a) I give, devise and bequeath $ _______ to the Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society, Suite 506, 880 Wellington
St., Ottawa, Ont., K1R 6K7.

b) I give, devise and bequeath a designated portion (or the
residue of my estate) to the Canadian Parks and Wilder-
ness Society, Suite 506, 880 Wellington St., Ottawa, Ont.,
K1R 6K7.

YOUR GIFT IS A LEGACY
FOR TOMORROW!

Information on making a bequest is available from
Patti Davis, Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society,

Suite 506, 880 Wellington St., Ottawa, Ont., K1R 6K7
(613) 569-7226 ext. 233      pdavis@cpaws.org

A bequest to the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
will ensure that the work of preserving the natural

ecosystems of Canada will continue now and in the future.

by Laura Lafantaisie,
Volunteer Co-ordinator

Recently, CPAWS launched a program to increase the
capacity of our national office and chapters so that CPAWS
can be an effective voice for wilderness across Canada.
This three-year program is supported by the Henry Kendall
Foundation, the EJLB Foundation and a third Canadian
foundation, which wishes to remain anonymous. Already
the program is showing results in Quebec.

The Ottawa Valley chapter and national office are
supporting a core group of activists led by Dr. John
O’Driscoll, a CPAWS national trustee, and Brigitte Voss to
establish a chapter in Montreal. The soon-to-be chapter is
already working to get the province’s Protected Areas
Strategy back on track, with a focus on Quebec’s boreal
forests.

CPAWS’ expanding presence in both Quebec and the
boreal is driving the national office in particular to become
bilingual and to strengthen communications with Aborigi-
nal communities. The capacity development program gives
us the opportunity to achieve both of these objectives.

We are delighted to take up these challenges, in part
because they emphasize the need to reach out to all Canadi-
ans who share our love of wilderness and wildlife.  The
other part is simply that we understand that the future
health of global ecosystems depends upon it.  s

Staff News
We are delighted to welcome Patti Davis as the new man-
aging director of CPAWS national office. Patti will be

responsible for the operational success of
CPAWS — including fundraising,
finances, budgeting and human re-
sources. Patti comes to CPAWS from
Carleton University, where she served as
a senior member of the development
team. She has also worked as director of
national fundraising for the Canadian
Organization for Development through

Education (CODE), and national fundraising manager for
the Liberal Party of Canada. Bienvenue Patti!

Patti’s arrival at CPAWS in January was very timely,
for shortly thereafter Leah Eustace, CPAWS’ director of
development, gave birth to her first child, Devon May, a
number of weeks ahead of schedule. We are pleased to
report that both mom and daughter are doing well. Our
heartfelt congratulations to Leah and her husband, Jeff.  s

Grassroots and National (continued from page 2)

country and we are grateful to the
hundreds of volunteers who dedicate

millions of dollars in time and energy to help us protect
Canada’s majestic parks and wilderness.

CPAWS provides a variety of volunteer opportunities at
both the national and chapter levels.  Please contact your
local chapter or visit our website at www.cpaws.org/volun-
teers/opportunities for a more detailed list.

Volunteer Profile - Joe Buell
Joe Buell arrives every morning at 9 a.m. with his guide dog
Davey to volunteer at the CPAWS national office.  Joe has
been generously donating more than 100 hours a month
since March 1999.  Although he’s blind, Joe works hard
mailing out thousands of CPAWS receipts and letters every
year.  And if stuffing, sealing and posting envelopes weren’t
enough, Joe recently increased his responsibilities to include
reception, handling hundreds of incoming calls each week.

Joe, along with his wife Heather, has a long history of
volunteering.  The couple has compiled materials and mail-
outs for numerous organizations including the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind, Arthritis Society and Cancer
Society.  When Joe is not giving his time to others he enjoys
fishing and going to the movies with Heather.  Thank you
Joe for all of your dedication. CPAWS certainly could not
provide excellent membership service without you.   s

CPAWS takes great
pride in its volunteer
programs across the
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around, the company claims it will comply with all the rules,
including public consultation.

The outcome of this case may set a precedent in the
province for the 378 new protected areas created under the
Ontario’s Living Legacy land-use plan.  Of the new pro-
tected areas, 190 have some kind of mining issue — a
mining claim, lease or patent —  attached, says Evan Ferrari,
provincial co-ordinator of the Partnership for Public Lands
(comprised of CPAWS Wildlands League, World Wildlife
Fund and Federation of
Ontario Naturalists).

Cathy Moskal, parks
and protected areas
research and campaign
assistant at CPAWS
Wildlands League, has
been slowly working
through a 1999 MNR
spreadsheet that indicates
the various mining claims
issued across Ontario.
“It’s a quagmire,” Ferrari
notes. “You literally have
to play detective.”

To learn who has
staked a claim, where and
when, Moskal has to
conduct a search in each
of the 190 townships
where the threatened parks
are located.  If the claim
was made after the pro-
tected area was desig-
nated, the claim must be
withdrawn. However, not
all of the protected areas
were designated at the
same time, so further investigation is often needed.

Six key areas (including Chiniguchi Waterway Park,
Mount Moriah Conservation Reserve, Algoma Headwaters
Provincial Park and Wolf Lake Forest Reserve) have been
identified by the Wildlands League as needing immediate
attention.  In one of these areas, the Lake Superior High-
lands Conservation Reserve, Ferrari points out that 600
claims have been staked.  And under the Mining Act, he
adds, “exploration” work may include clearcutting.

Ferrari recently met with the Provincially Significant
Mining Potential (PSMP) committee, which includes repre-
sentatives from the mining industry, MNDM and MNR.
Although PSMP’s objective is to determine what areas in
Ontario have significant potential for mining — including
new parks — Ferrari believes that the group is receptive to

talking about the fate of the 190 protected areas that have
pre-existing claims.

When the Ontario land-use planning process started a
few years ago, the Partnership for Public Lands made it clear
that 15-20 percent of the lands under review needed to be
protected for effective conservation of wild habitats.  The
Conservative government protected only 12 percent, but
established a process for adding further protected areas in
the future.

However, with the Mellon Lake decision being chal-
lenged, finishing the protected-areas system may take a great

deal of time and resources.  “The general
public doesn’t want mines in protected
areas,” Ferrari says. In fact, he points out, a
poll commissioned by the Ontario govern-
ment revealed that 71 percent of respond-
ents strongly agreed that protecting the
environment was more important than
protecting economic activity.

     So we face a choice.  Environment
groups, Ontarians, industry and govern-
ment can fight over each proposed mine in
each new protected area one by one or all

parties can work collec-
tively and negotiate a
solution that protects nature
and jobs.  s

➤ Write
Minister of
Natural
Resources
John
Snobelen,
Minister of

Northern Development and
Mines Dan Newman and
Premier Mike Harris and

demand that they keep mines out of protected areas. John
Snobelen, Minister of Natural Resources, Room 6301,
Whitney Block, 99 Wellesley St. W., Toronto, Ont., M7A
1W3; phone (416) 314-2000; fax (416) 314-2216;
john_snobelen@ontla.ola.org.  Dan Newman, Minister of
Northern Development and Mines, Room 5630, Whitney
Block, 99 Wellesley St. W., Toronto, Ont., M7A 1W3;
phone (416) 327-0633; fax (416) 327-0665;
Dan@HelloNewman.com.  Mike Harris, Premier of Ontario,
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ont., M7A
1A1; phone (416) 325-1941; fax (416) 325-7578;
webprem@gov.on.ca

➤ To be kept informed of mining developments, sign up
for the Partnership for Public Lands’ e-mail bulletin. Simply
type in “subscribe landsforlife-l” into the body of your
e-mail message and send it to majordomo@list.web.ca

Ontario’s protected areas (continued from page 3)
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WHAT
YOU
CAN
DO ➤➤➤➤➤Top: At the Mellon Lake Conservation Reserve,

granite blocks the size of pickup trucks are
cut from the excavation site. Left: An aerial
view of Mellon Lake. Above: Mining claims
have also been staked at the Mount Moriah
Conservation Reserve.
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Wolf Country: Eleven Years
Tracking the Algonquin Wolves
$34.99*
by John B. Theberge with
Mary T. Theberge

The Theberges have been studying the
Algonquin Park wolves in Ontario for
more than a decade. This is a fascinating
and inspiring story told by a couple who

have melded science and emotion with reason and passion. The
proceeds of this book will help protect Algonquin Park wolves.
McClelland and Stewart, 304 pages, colour photos, line drawings
and maps.

Phantom Parks: The Struggle to
Save Canada’s Parks  $19.95*
by Rick Searle

CARE ABOUT WILDERNESS?
YOU CAN SHOW IT BY PURCHASING OUR WILDERNESS PRODUCTS

Check out some more products at www.cpaws.org/giving

Wolf Country $34.99

Phantom Parks $19.95

Total enclosed

Name
Address

�  MC  �  VISA#
Expiry Date
Signature
Phone Number

  #        Price Total

�

 GST# R106 895 272

Please make cheque payable to Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, and
send to CPAWS, Suite 506, 880 Wellington St., Ottawa, Ont., K1R 6K7

ORDER FORM

Phantom Parks is a hard-hitting and
passionate examination of why Canada’s
national parks are failing to protect the
wild within, and what must be done to find
solutions. Author and environmentalist
Rick Searle argues that national parks are
suffering a slow death, not from one cause,

but from “a thousand cuts.” There are solutions, however, and
Searle outlines several new and radical approaches. There is hope,
he concludes, but we must act quickly. The book also features a
provocative foreward by CPAWS vice-president, Harvey Locke.
This book is a title in our Henderson Book Series.*Includes shipping and handling.

We’re preparing our newly redesigned and revamped
website — www.cpaws.org — for a spring 2001
launch. Stay tuned for the site’s new look and feel, renewed

focus on important CPAWS campaign areas, new and updated sections
(including Education and Volunteering) … and more!

You can help us make the most of one of Canada’s leading conserva-
tion websites:
➤ Visit us often and pass the address along to friends and associates.
You can also send us your feedback, questions and suggestions (please
include as much specific information as possible, i.e. web page addresses,
addresses of other online examples).
➤ Send us your parks and wilderness photographs. (All photos should
have appropriate reprint permission and photographer credit details.
Digital photos are preferred, but we can also scan and return slides or

Fresh, New CPAWS National Website

www.cpaws.org
prints.)
➤ Contribute your thoughts on wilderness and spirituality and/or on what wilderness means to you.
➤ Submit suggestions for volunteer profiles (see www.cpaws.org/volunteers) and recommendations for links to other sites
(see www.cpaws.org/about/envirolinks.html).

Please send your website comments and contributions to Ani Arnott at aarnott@cpaws.org


