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In this issue:

Huge step forward for national parks
● Quebec announces

new protected areas

●  Increased protection
for corals

● Chapter hot spots

● Boreal campaign
Watch for ➤ Action Items

(continued on page 4)

Lady’s slipper orchid

Government promises action to protect land and marine areas

Climate change threatens parks
Waterton Lakes National Park could be expanded into
the Flathead Valley (above), a critical area for
grizzlies, wolves and other carnivores.

How fast can a tree run?   It sounds like a schoolyard
riddle, but in fact, it’s an example of the very real

issues scientists are grappling with as they
study the likely impacts of global
climate change on ecosystems and
species.
    It is now widely accepted that
global atmospheric temperatures are
on the rise due to our emissions of
greenhouse gases like carbon
dioxide.  An article in the March
2002 issue of the prestigious
British scientific journal Nature
documents extensive evidence
that ecosystems are already

Look for the informative climate-
change brochure included with this issue

(continued on page 3)

Activist

Canadians are celebrating Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien’s announcement on September 2 that the
federal government will move swiftly to substan-

tially complete Canada’s national parks system and lay the
groundwork
for a national
system of
marine conser-
vation areas.
      The Prime
Minister used
his appearance
at the World
Summit on
Sustainable
Development
in Johannes-
burg, South
Africa to send a
message home

to Canadians about the importance of protecting this coun-
try’s wild spaces on land and in water.  He has committed
his government to creating 10 new national parks that will
increase the size of the national parks system by 50 percent.

Equally important was the Prime Minister’s commitment
to move forward on implementing the recommendations of
the blue ribbon Panel on the Ecological Integrity of Canada’s
National Parks.

Currently, Canada has 39 national parks covering more
than 224,000 square kilometres (two percent of Canada’s
landbase). The newly promised expansion of the national
parks system will mean that 35 of 39 natural regions identi-
fied by Parks Canada will be represented by at least one park.
(The remaining four regions are in Quebec, where current
jurisdictional issues make national park creation more
difficult.)

“This may be the most signifi-
cant announcement for Canadian
wildlife and wilderness that has
been made during Prime Minister
Chrétien’s many years in office,”
said national executive director
Stephen Hazell. “What better legacy for the Prime Minister
than to protect parks across our vast and magnificent land
for the benefit of future generations?”

As well as committing his government to a huge expan-
sion of the national parks system, the Prime Minister also
promised to create five National Marine Conservation Areas
(NMCAs).  In June, the new Canada National Marine Conser-
vation Areas Act was passed by the Senate, laying the ground-
work for the creation of marine reserves in Canada’s waters.
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by David Thomson, President and
Stephen Hazell, Executive Director

In the margin sidebars in this newsletter you’ll read about
some of the top issues that CPAWS chapters are working on.
There are some great suggestions for things you can do to
make a difference.  Turn to page 11 for chapter contact
information and more about how you can help.

Legend has it that Nahanni National Park Reserve got
its peculiar shape in the early 1970s because the
helicopter transporting the surveyors was low on

fuel so the full boundary survey could not be completed.
Al Davidson, a former assistant deputy minister in charge of Parks Canada, de-
bunks this story saying that lobbying by mining interests played an important
role in determining the smallness and odd shape of the park.

Our point is that the shapes and sizes of parks usually have had little to do
with the needs of wildlife or the ecosystems represented.  The first national parks,
such as Banff, were established to promote tourism as much as to protect stun-
ning scenery.  In the early days, these parks were islands of development in seas of
wilderness, so there was little need to understand habitat requirements of wildlife
or ecology.

More recently, park boundaries have been set as
a compromise between protection of dramatic
landscapes and representation of natural regions
and avoidance of any conceivable adverse effects
on extractive industries.   As a result, icefields, high
country, and non-arable lands are more heavily
represented in wilderness parks than valley bot-
toms or lands with high mineral, timber or oil-
and-gas values.

In recent years, more attention has been paid to the needs of wildlife. For
example, the federal government refused to cut a huge chunk out of the pro-
posed Tuktut Nogait National Park thought to have high mineral potential be-
cause it was a key calving ground of the Bluenose caribou herd.  Habitat require-
ments of the endangered Peary caribou are strongly influencing current discus-
sions about the boundaries of the proposed North Bathurst Island National Park.

As some of our parks became islands of wilderness in seas of industrial
development, scientists learned that they are often the wrong shape and just too
small.  The consensus of conservation biologists is that small, isolated popula-
tions of animals are vulnerable to natural catastrophe, genetic inbreeding, and
other phenomena that accelerate the local extinction of species.

Part of the solution is to establish new protected areas — such as by com-
pleting the national parks system — and expand existing ones.  CPAWS and Parks
Canada are proposing to expand Nahanni National Park Reserve to protect its
ecological integrity. CPAWS is also working with the Deh Cho and Begaee-
Shuhtagot’ine First Nations to protect almost the entire South Nahanni watershed
— seven times bigger than the current park.

But what is to be done in much of southern Canada where new or expanded
parks are not feasible? The answer is to work beyond the boundaries to make
landscape-scale ecological connections between parks.

For a decade, CPAWS has championed initiatives working with landholders
and other stakeholders to make the connections.   The first of these was the

This newsletter is printed on paper produced from well-managed
forests certified under the Forest Stewardship Council system.
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being affected by climate change around the
world — flowering times of plants are
changing, birds are arriving at their nesting
sites earlier and northern pack ice is melting.

CPAWS has taken the lead in mobilizing
nature conservation organizations across
Canada to urge the federal government to
ratify the Kyoto Protocol as a starting point
in addressing climate change.  On behalf of
32 groups representing 174,000 members,
CPAWS wrote to Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien in June of this year urging him to
ratify the protocol immediately.

While international action to curb
emissions is critical to controlling how
much the climate changes, this action will
not prevent climate change from having a
profound impact on nature and ecosystems.
So what will climate change mean for
species and for the parks systems we have
worked so hard to establish?

Jay Malcolm, a University of Toronto
professor who has been studying the im-
pacts of climate change on ecosystems, says
that the sheer complexity of ecosystems
makes it difficult to predict what the impact
of such a change will be on habitats, food
sources, breeding sites, wintering ranges,
species distribution and hundreds of other
factors.  But he notes that we do have a good
understanding of what happened following
the most recent glacial retreat.  Ominously,
he adds that even the mid-range predictions

for global temperature change over the next
50-100 years predict climate change that is
10 times faster than what occurred as the
glaciers retreated.

“We are asking things to change at an
unprecedented rate,” Malcolm points out.
Each species, he notes, has a “climate enve-
lope” or set of climatic conditions under
which it can survive. With climate changing
at an unprecedented rate, species may
quickly find themselves outside of that
envelope “and things will start to disappear.”

This change in the suitability of local
climatic conditions will be most severe in
cold climates, he adds.  Areas such as high
alpine and arctic life zones will be massively
changed by global
warming.  “If you look
at the maps of what
will happen under this
sort of warming, you
see that we will lose
almost all of our
mainland tundra areas,
for example. Tundra
will be restricted to the
high arctic islands,”
Malcolm says.

Overall, Malcolm’s
calculations show that
more than 40 percent
of Canada’s major
biome types will be
transformed into
different biome types
by climate change.
Prairie-aspen forest would become grass-
land, boreal forest would become deciduous
forest, and tundra could become boreal
forest or taiga.

But the catch with these predictions of
widespread shifts in the geography of
certain forest types or species is that “we
have no idea how quickly species can
move,” Malcolm explains.  “In theory, white

Musk ox could see their tundra habitat shrink
dramatically.

Boreal forests will be
pushed north.

Climate change  (continued from page 1)

(continued on page 10)

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The possible construction of a
gas pipeline through the Macken-
zie Valley has the potential to
change the wilderness nature of
much of the Northwest Territo-
ries. Pipeline construction will
cut an extensive corridor along
almost the entire north-south
length of the territory, and will
lead to associated oil-and-gas
activity and new access to previ-
ously remote areas along the
route. CPAWS-NWT is working to
ensure that the establishment
of a network of core protected
areas, special management
zones, and other measures to
maintain a healthy, connected
landscape precedes any major
development. Jim Antoine, NWT’s

Minister of Resources, Wildlife
and Economic Development,
recently stated, “In the spirit
of a balanced approach to
development and conserva-
tion… I am reaffirming our
government’s commitment to
establishing a network of
representative protected ar-
eas in the Northwest Territo-
ries.”  He added that “after
development, it is too late,” a
point we certainly agree
with.  Now is the time to
fulfill this commitment.  

   ➤ Please write or e-mail
Stephen Kakfwi, Premier of
the Northwest Territories, and
Robert Nault, federal Minister
of the Department of Indian
Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment, expressing the need for
full conservation measures to
be undertaken prior to any
major industrial activity in the
Mackenzie Valley. For updates

e-mail cpawsnwt@theedge.ca or
see www.cpaws.org/grassroots-
chapters/nwt.html. (See chapter
info on page 11 for minister’s
addresses.)

Life in the greenhouse promises
to be no holiday for wild species

Nahanni, NWT
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YUKON
The Peel River watershed is a
32,000-km2 pristine wilderness
area in northern Yukon.  Home
to peregrine falcons, woodland
caribou, grizzly bears and
wolves, it has supported First
Nations communities over millen-
nia. In the past months there
have been many changes that
will affect the future of the wa-
tershed.  Recent positive initia-
tives include the proposed estab-
lishment of a Peel River water-
shed land-use planning commis-
sion slated for early 2003 and
the recent passage of resolutions
calling for a moratorium on oil-
and-gas development in the
watershed by the First Nation of
Nacho Nyak Dun and the Council
of Yukon First Nations. On the
other hand, there have been a
few ominous developments,
including increased mineral stak-
ing and a highly speculative
proposed project by a Vancouver
promoter to build an all-weather
road, mine coal and construct a
coal-fired electrical generating
plant and power line in the Wind
River watershed as well as ex-
tract coal-bed methane and con-
ventional oil and gas.  The pro-
moter would also like to mine
iron ore in the Snake River wa-
tershed and construct a steel-
making plant to supply steel for
northern pipelines. While in its
very preliminary stages, the
project has the potential to have
a devastating impact on the
watershed.

continued next page

New Parks (continued from page 1)

The rugged and remote Torngat
Mountains region could be
protected in a national park.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

British Columbia’s parks and
protected areas are the envy of
the world.  Last year alone there
were over 23 million visits made
to B.C. parks to experience first-
hand the meaning of the slogan
“Super, Natural B.C.”  However,
it is becoming a lot harder for
wilderness enthusiasts to visit
these parks.  The provincial
government has chosen to cut its
services to forest recreation sites
by either closing road access via
gates or by not maintaining
roads and trails.  It is estimated
that 30% of the protected areas
and parks – close to 300 areas –
in B.C. can only be accessed

Now the federal government is promising to
make the act a true working piece of legisla-
tion by protecting the first set of key marine
areas, including both Great Lake and ocean
sites. This is good news for CPAWS members
and staff who have been working hard to
encourage the conservation of our oceans
and Great Lakes over the past several years.

On land, the first sites expected to move
toward full protection are Ukkusiksalik on
the west coast of Hudson Bay in Nunuvut,
and the Gulf Islands in British Columbia.
The negotiations for these sites are substan-
tially complete, so once fund-
ing is released, park establish-
ment will proceed quickly.
Over the next few years, parks
are also likely to be created on
Northern Bathurst Island in the
High Arctic of Nunuvut, in the
Mealy and Torngat Mountains
of Labrador and in the Mani-
toba Lowlands area of Manito-
ba’s Interlake region.

There is also interest in
establishing national parks
around Wolf Lake in the
southern Yukon, on the East
Arm of Great Slave Lake in
NWT, and in the interior
grasslands of B.C. Negotiations
are in the early stages in these
areas.  For marine areas, priori-
ties include part of Lake Superior east of
Thunder Bay, Ont., and offshore areas in
Gwaii Haanas (Queen Charlotte Islands) and
the Gulf Islands in British Columbia.

A federal government investment in the
ecological health of existing parks will also
hopefully lead to more ecologically based
boundaries in several parks where there is an
opportunity for expansion.  CPAWS has
been working on a number of expansion
proposals, including extension of Waterton
Lakes National Park into the Flathead Valley
(see page 10), and expansion of Nahanni
National Park Reserve in the southwestern
NWT through the Deh Cho First Nations’
self-government negotiations. Also, expan-
sion of Tuktut Nogait in the northern NWT
into the Sahtu First Nations settlement area
will likely be able to move ahead if ad-
equate funding follows the Prime Minister’s
announcement.

The government’s announcement that it
will work to restore the ecological health of
existing parks was warmly welcomed by
CPAWS.  With proper funding, Parks Canada
will be able to move forward on the recom-
mendations released in 2000 by the Eco-
logical Integrity Panel by increasing its
ecological science and monitoring capacity,
enhancing its ecological integrity education
program, and becoming more involved in
the management of the greater ecosystems
within which our national parks exist.  These
actions will help to ensure the health and
stability of Canada’s treasured national parks

for future generations.
  However, all of this is

still dependent on adequate
funding being made
available as a follow-up to
the Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement.  “CPAWS will
be watching very carefully
over the coming few
months to ensure that the
federal government fol-
lows through with money
to deliver on the Prime
Minister’s commitments,”
says CPAWS federal and
northern campaigner
Alison Woodley.

  The Prime Minister’s
announcement, she adds,
has come none too soon.

From the findings of the Ecological Integrity
Panel to the recent assessment of legal
protections for parks prepared by University
of Victoria professor David Boyd (see page
10), experts have been raising the alarm
about the increasingly stressed condition of
our national parks.  With 38 of 39 national
parks reporting ecological stress, the need to
put more resources into protecting and
expanding parks has become increasingly
urgent.  s
➤ Please congratulate Prime Minister Jean
Chrétien on making the commitment to
expand the parks system and to implement
the recommendations of the Panel on
Ecological Integrity.  Urge him to ensure that
his government makes full funding available
this fall to implement his ambitious plan.
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ont., K0A 1K0;
fax (613) 941-6900; pm@pm.gc.ca
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CALGARY/BANFF
With the G-8 Summit now having
passed with a minimum of short-
term disruption to the Kanan-
askis, we are able to return to
the pursuit of our long-term
goals.  Our volunteers in the Bow
Valley have been tireless in their
efforts to see that proper, func-
tional wildlife corridors are main-
tained in the face of the bur-
geoning growth of Canmore. With
continued vigilance, we are opti-
mistic that this goal, prescribed
by government regulators almost
a decade ago, can still be met.

The efforts of many groups,
including CPAWS, to attain legal
protection for the Castle Wilder-
ness has taken on a new level of
energy.  While we recently lost
yet more of the Westcastle Valley
to an approval for the expansion
of the Westcastle ski resort, the
prospect of protection for the
larger area continues to find
increased support.  We will be
working to bring the message of
the importance of the Castle
home to all Albertans.

continued from previous page

Iwas extremely lucky to join CPAWS -
Wildlands League on their second
conservation trip into the Ontario

boreal this summer. It took more than three
days of driving, a 45-minute flight in a
floatplane and a 15-minute paddle just to
get to our starting point for a seven-day
journey in true wilderness. What a massive
province and how much of it lies to the
North!

During the day, experts invited on the
trip would “moss” and “bird” and core trees
in order to collect data that will inform our
work to conserve Ontario’s boreal forest.
However, it is the data that we didn’t collect
but just acquired — that sense of wholeness,
peace, eternity and beauty — that I think
will truly help protect this precious land.

There were two endings of this trip for
me. One was in Slate Falls, a
wonderful First Nation com-
munity where we had a
meeting with the Chief, local
folks, the Ministry of Natural
Resources and, most impor-
tantly, several youth to talk
about land-use planning. Their
traditional homeland is on the
precipice of great change —
mining, hydro, logging and
road development are all on their
way.

At some point during the
meeting I went and stood on the
dock below the community centre
where we were all gathered and
that’s when I felt the loneliness —
when I realized we wouldn’t be
paddling again that night. No
more exotic meals, wonderful
swims nor that peace and beauty
that had surrounded me for the
past seven days. I had been moved
in a subtle yet profound way. It
was hard to leave. I would even

miss the hordes of mosquitoes that lulled
me to sleep at night.

The second ending was on the journey
home near Sudbury where Anna Baggio,
the Wildlands League director of the
Northern Boreal Program, and I had dinner
with Tomson Highway and his partner. We
ate caribou from Tomson’s homeland in
northern Manitoba and we talked about
how we could protect this magical land —
Canada’s boreal forest. We left his home
thrilled and inspired and excited — our
heads and hearts full of ideas. We will
keep Canada’s boreal forest wild!  s
➤ For more information and photos from
this trip and other Ontario boreal survey
trips, please visit:
www.wildlandsleague.org/bigwild.html

Tomson Highway, the well-
known and honoured Cree
playwright and children’s
author, has announced that he
will actively support CPAWS’

efforts to protect the boreal forest, the traditional
homeland of his family and his people.  Tomson says
of the boreal, “For a kid there is no bush, instead the
forest is a place where every tree is a ladder, every
stream a cool fish-filled bath and every rock a couch
covered with multi-coloured fabric.” 

His new book, Dragonfly Kites, will celebrate this
fantastic realm with the story of brothers Joe and
Cody. It is summer now, a time when the shimmering
dragonflies appear. Joe and Cody gently tie sewing
thread around the creatures, transforming them
into magical kites. A gorgeous book, with stunning
illustrations by Brian Deines, it’s a wonderful follow-
up to Caribou Song, which was listed as one of
Canada’s top 10 children’s books of 2001 by The
Globe and Mail.

Tomson Highway
supports CPAWS’
efforts to protect boreal

Tomson Highway

by Anne Janssen, National Boreal Coordinator

through forest recreation roads.
Parks contribute millions of
dollars to the economy through
recreation, accommodations,
restaurants, travel and the
purchasing of equipment,
gasoline and clothing as well as
lower health-care costs due to a
more active population.  Parks
are a public trust and should be
maintained and properly funded.
With these closures, the
government is denying you, the
public, the right to visit and
enjoy nature.

➤  Please write or phone
the Premier (P.O. Box 9041, Stn.
Prov. Govt., Victoria, B.C., V8W
9E1; 250-387-1715) and the
Minister of Forests (P.O. Box
9049, Stn. Prov. Govt., Victoria,
B.C., V8W 9E2; 250-387-6240)
and voice your concerns over the
closure of recreation sites.
➤  For more information on
recreation closures visit
www.cpawsbc.org or
www.earthcares.org
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SASKATCHEWAN
The environmentally sensitive
lands in the Great Sand Hills in
southwest Saskatchewan have
been a hot spot this year. In
spite of a multi-year and multi-
stakeholder public process that
established protection for sensi-
tive areas in the Sand Hills in
1998, a bid was made in mid-
2001 to re-open some of the
protected lands for oil-and-gas
development.  We are very
pleased to report that the bid to
open these public lands has been
turned down by the provincial
government. Saskatchewan’s
largest area of remaining native
prairie remains protected, at
least for now.

We inject a word of caution
because long-term protection of

continued next page

They are called the “gray ghosts” of the boreal forest
because they move like fleeting shadows through its dense

conifer forests.  Few Canadians have had a chance to see a
woodland caribou, the smaller and more elusive cousin of
barrenground caribou.  But woodland caribou are excellent
indicators of forest health because they rely on intact, old forests
where they can find food (mostly lichens) and protection from
predators.  CPAWS has just released a new factsheet on these
fascinating animals describing some of their characteristics and
habitat needs and the growing threats to their survival.  Learn
more about one of the boreal’s key species.  Download this new
factsheet from our website at www.cpaws.org/boreal or contact
Scott Nurse at the National Office for print copies,
snurse@cpaws.org (see page 11 for full contact info). Thanks to
volunteer Malcolm Edwards for all his work on the factsheet.

One of CPAWS’ core values is to
work proactively and respectfully
with Aboriginal communities

wherever possible. Members of several
hundred First Nation communities live in
and are dependent upon the boreal forest
for their economic, social and spiritual well-
being and they will play a key
role in deciding the future of
the boreal region.

This past March, CPAWS
convened a meeting between
its senior conservation staff
from across the country and
senior representatives of a
variety of Aboriginal commu-
nities and organizations,
including the Cree, Innu,
Algonquin, Tetlit Gwich’in and
Vuntut Gwitch’in First Nations
as well as the Nishnawbe Aski
Nation and the National Aboriginal Forestry
Association. The goals of the meeting were
to increase our understanding of land-use
planning across the country, to explore areas
of common ground and to start to define
how CPAWS and Aboriginal communities
and governments might work together to
achieve common goals.

Sixty to 70% of the
woodland caribou’s
winter diet is made up of
lichens . . .They require
large tracts of old forest
in order to find these
lichens, particularly in
hard winters

Woodland Caribou
Gray Ghosts of the Boreal Forest

Natural Allies

CPAWS looks at the big picture
with First Nations

by Anne Janssen, National Boreal Coordinator

At the meeting, we spoke a lot about
important values that environmentalists
share with Aboriginal people.  These include
a passion for the natural world, often linked
to experiences we had as children and with
our parents.  Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people also share in the belief that the

current system is
not working, and
that the land is
being degraded.
We share a com-
mon desire to
fight for what we
believe in and to
join together to do
collectively what
we can’t do alone.
 In our discus-
sions, we recog-
nized that Aborigi-

nal peoples have constitutional and treaty
rights that are enforceable through the
courts and that can have a very powerful
influence on land-use management deci-
sions.  CPAWS respects those rights and
wants to work to help First Nations achieve
the status to which they are entitled and the

(continued top next page)

Elder William Commanda of the Algonquin First
Nation, assisted by Romola Trebilcock of the
Circle of All Nations, concludes the meeting.

EDMONTON
Although the Cheviot coal mine
was approved after a long round
of court cases and public hear-
ings, conservationists breathed a
sigh of relief last year when its
parent companies turned their
attention instead to their mine in
southeastern B.C. for the export
of steel-making coal.  Now
they’re back. This massive open-
pit coal mine is planned to be
located at treeline in the Rocky
Mountains on nationally signifi-
cant wild lands adjacent to the
eastern boundary of Jasper Na-
tional Park, a World Heritage
Site. Instead of a stand-alone
mine, Cardinal River Coals (CRC)
now wants to add the upper
McLeod River valley to Cheviot in
order to link it with their mine to
the north.  Raw coal from Che-
viot would be hauled in huge
trucks every day, 24 hours a day,
with the trucks passing any given
point every six to 15 minutes. 
This veritable wall of trucks rep-
resents a formidable barrier to
movement of wildlife, blocking
access to critical habitat.   CRC
will be making applications this
August and expects approvals
within two to three months. 
➤ For more information visit
www.cpaws-edmonton.org/
cheviot
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continued from previous page

National Conservation Director George Smith (centre)
hands cheques totaling $7,500 to Dave Porter (right),
Chair of the Kaska Dena Council and Chief Negotiator for
the Kaska Dena, while Ross Peck (left), Chair of the
Muskwa-Kechika Management Area Board looks on
during a break in the June MKMA board meeting in Fort
Nelson, B.C. The funds from CPAWS-National and CPAWS-
BC will go toward the Muskwa-Kechika Youth Environ-
ment Camp - 2002.  The youth environment camp gives
Aboriginal and other northern youth an opportunity to
learn about the MK environment from the Elders of their
communities and from knowledgeable experts.

CPAWS supports Aboriginal Youth Environment Camp

Left to right: Ross Peck, George
Smith, Dave Porter

Yellowstone-to-Yukon Conservation Initia-
tive (Y2Y), the overarching goal of which is
to maintain and restore landscape connec-
tions and biological diversity for 2,800
kilometres up the spine of the Rockies, from
Wyoming’s Yellowstone to Yukon’s Macken-
zie Mountains.  Y2Y combines science and
stewardship, working with communities
and individuals through programs that
encourage good stewardship of the land in
the Y2Y region outside the boundaries of
parks.

Message (continued from page 2)

the environmentally sensitive
lands remains uncertain. Over
the next year, the government
will be undertaking a full public
review of the Great Sand Hills
Land Use Strategy it developed in
1991.  As the public review proc-
ess unfolds over the next year,
CPAWS will work with ranchers
and other conservation groups to
make the case for long-term
protection. For now these special
lands remain protected, but don’t
be surprised if you hear us ask-
ing for support again. Our chap-
ter extends heartfelt thanks to
the many, many people who
supported the campaign to pre-
serve protected lands in the
Great Sand Hills.

MANITOBA
Manitoba’s Protected Areas Initia-
tive established a number of park
reserves beginning in 1997. A
park reserve in Manitoba is in-
tended to protect an area from
resource development activities
for five years while consultations
regarding park boundaries, park
classification, etc., take place
with the public, First Nations and
industry. Once the five-year pe-
riod has ended, the land must
either be designated a park or
returned to non-park status. The
park reserves established in 1997
are set to expire September 11,
2002. Due to a lack of political
initiative and financial resources,
the necessary consultations
to secure support for these
reserves to become parks are still
ongoing. This places the creation
of new parks from these reserves
in doubt.

➤ Write the Minister of Con-
servation Oscar Lathlin and the
Minister of Finance Greg Selinger
and urge them to substantially
increase funding for the estab-
lishment of new parks in Mani-
toba. It is a waste of time, effort
and money to do only half a job
— the identification of candidate
park sites. Manitobans will only
receive full value with the crea-
tion of new parks. Hon. Oscar
Lathlin (mincon@leg.gov.mb.ca)
and Hon. Greg Selinger
(minfin@leg.gov.mb.ca), Legisla-
tive Building, 450 Broadway,
Winnipeg, Man., R3C 0V8.

CPAWS works beyond the boundaries in
eastern Canada as well. The Algonquin-to-
Adirondacks Conservation Initiative (A2A) is
a CPAWS-initiated cooperative effort of
landholders and other stakeholders to link
two great wilderness parks (the second being
Adirondacks State Park in New York).

Many of our parks may never be big
enough or have the right shape to protect
nature.  Cooperative work beyond the
boundaries with communities, landholders
and governments could ensure that our goals
to conserve biodiversity, ecological services
and wilderness values are achieved. s

resources they need to participate fully in
land-use planning and management.  CPAWS
also believes it brings legitimate interests to
the debate, including the lessons of conser-
vation biology and the desires of most
Canadians to see Canada’s natural heritage
protected.
 The meeting then looked at what some-
times keeps us from moving forward to-
gether — fear and an absence of trust.  As
environmentalists, we sometimes fear that
First Nations will choose economic develop-
ment over environmental protection.  First
Nations fear that CPAWS may choose its
interest in park creation over Aboriginal
entitlements.  We need to work together to
build trust in each other that will allow us to
overcome those fears and to become a strong
force together for preserving Creation.

We came to understand that First Nation
governments are grappling with many issues,

including community, social and health
issues, not just environmental issues.  Their
priority is cultural survival. Often day-to-day
priorities change. At the same time, many of
their Elders are saying, “Be careful of how
you plan things.  Economic development is
good but it’s not the only answer for our
people.”  Fundamentally, environmental
protection is the first priority for Aboriginal
people.
 At the conclusion of our two-day
gathering we understood that the key to
working together is respect for each other’s
opinions and understanding each other’s
perspectives.  Agreement is not a constant,
but respect, understanding and trust are.   s
➤ If you would like to learn more about
the ideas discussed at the meeting, you can
download a copy of the meeting summary,
Conservation, Traditions and Cooperation:
Notes from a Land-Use Planning Meeting
from our website at www.cpaws.org/boreal.

Natural Allies (continued from page 6)
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OTTAWA VALLEY
Ontario Ministry of Natural Re-
sources staff have now stated
publicly what many CPAWS mem-
bers have known for months –
the 30-month moratorium on
killing wolves around Algonquin
Park is unenforceable because it
does not apply to both wolves
and coyotes. MNR’s Pembroke
District Manager made the state-
ment at a symposium in
Haliburton in July. It can be diffi-
cult to distinguish between the
coyote and the Eastern wolf,
both of which live in the area of
Algonquin Park and that is why
previous regulations have applied
to both. But the new regulation
to protect Algonquin wolves ap-
plies to wolves only, creating an
enforcement loophole. Hundreds
of people wrote to the Ministry
of Natural Resources before the

continued next page

Three Quebec ministers made a major
announcement in early July regard
ing protected areas in Quebec’s two

wildest regions — the Far North and the
Lower North Shore.  If it is finalized in
legislation, the decision would increase the
minute percentage of protected areas in the
province from 0.5 to 2.4 percent. “It’s a
good announcement — it’s been a very long
time since the government came up with
something concrete,” says CPAWS-
Montreal coordinator Brigitte Voss.

However, CPAWS-Montreal
and CPAWS-Ottawa Valley note that
most of the 13,000 square kilo-
metres of proposed protected areas
in Quebec’s Lower North Shore,
which will be withdrawn from
logging, mining and hydroelectric
development pending public
hearings, have never been threat-
ened by industrial activity and
some were under interim protec-
tion as many as 10 years ago. “The
areas are all ‘easy wins,’ with no
consultation with First Nations or the
community,” adds Voss.

John O’Driscoll, president of CPAWS-
Montreal, describes the new protected areas
as areas that were carefully chosen by the
government in discussions with the forestry
industry and Hydro Quebec.  “The Lower
North Shore region is mostly not commer-
cially viable for forestry and it was the
easiest place to find new areas to designate
as protected.”  However, 5,000 square
kilometres that had enjoyed interim protec-
tion since 1992 lost it with no explanation,
O’Driscoll notes, so the net gain in protec-
tion is actually closer to 6,000 square
kilometres.  As well, outstanding sites such as
the Moisie and Manitou watersheds, which
contain significant forest, were excluded.
“We’d like to find out all the areas the
government considered that didn’t make the
final cut,” O’Driscoll says.

“We need to know if [the chosen] areas

are really of natural value — in biodiversity,
fauna or flora,” adds Voss, “and that the
government is really protecting wilderness,”
and not just land that industry conveniently
agreed to give up.

The largest new protected area, the
Natashquan River valley, is about 4,000
square kilometres in size.  CPAWS is con-
cerned that the other smaller pockets of
protected areas (one is only 32 square

kilometres) will be isolated islands within a
sea of development and will not be able to
maintain healthy ecosystems.

As for the announcement that park
status will be granted to 19,000 square
kilometres in the Far North, O’Driscoll says
it is “a pared-back re-announcement [of
decisions] made 10 years ago. In 1992, the
government provided interim protection for
60,000 square kilometres within 18 park
reserves.  With this recent announcement,
they’ve promised to move forward on only
seven of those reserves — and some of them
have actually been shrunk in size from their
1992 status!  There was no mention of the
fate of the other 11 reserves, but the provin-
cial government’s agreement with the Inuit
(signed in April) opens up the possibility of
hydro projects within several of them.”

However, CPAWS-Ottawa Valley executive
director Jean Langlois believes the an-
nouncement is the biggest step forward in

Quebec finally moves
to protect wild areas
Pour des renseigements en français et la translation de cet article en français visitez
www.cpaws-ov.org/quebec4.htm

Whale-watching is a popular activity at many sites along Quebec’s
North Shore.

WILDLANDS LEAGUE

Thanks to the efforts of members
of CPAWS-Wildlands League, Fed-
eration of Ontario Naturalists,
World Wildlife Fund Canada,
NQML (No Quarry at Mellon Lake)
and Sierra Legal Defence Fund,
the Mellon Lake Conservation
Reserve will remain quarry-free.
Palu-Corbelli Ltd.’s permit to
establish a granite quarry at the
Mellon Lake Conservation Reserve
has been denied because the
company failed to satisfy the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Re-
sources (OMNR) that it could
meet a series of terms and con-
ditions set out by the ministry.
OMNR had offered access to
approximately half of the area
the company had applied for in
the reserve.  While this turn of
events is a victory for nature, it
only came about because the
company chose to walk away
from the site. Given that there is
no limit on the number of times
that this or any other mining
company can apply for a permit,
it is clear that our parks and
protected areas need better legal
protection.  Ontario must pass a
law that truly protects our parks
once and for all.  ➤ Visit
www.wildlandsleague.org for info
on how you can help.
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continued from previous page

terms of conservation in Quebec in a long
time.  “I’m encouraged that the government
has demonstrated on-the-ground action and
remains committed to meeting
its target to protect eight
percent of the province by
2005.  They have also demon-
strated a willingness to protect
large areas and watersheds.”

Public consultations will
be held in the fall and will be
run by the BAPE (Bureau
d’audiences publiques sur
l’environnement; Office of
Public Hearings of the Envi-
ronment), “a very credible
outfit — though one that the
government doesn’t always
listen to,” reports O’Driscoll.  The Quebec
government is waiting to see how the public
reacts to the summer announcement —
“Will there be a big outcry or will there be
support?” — and then it will base future
decisions on the public’s sentiment.

An emphasis on educating the public is
essential Voss feels. “We really have to be
present and get the word out that we don’t
want to protect just anything, but areas of
value — to wildlife, wilderness and people”
before the consultations begin.

The two chapters have been working in
close collaboration with three Quebec
conservation groups, with CPAWS focusing
on developing grassroots public support for
protected areas.  “There are lots of people in
Quebec who care deeply about the protec-
tion of our natural regions,” reports
Langlois. “In 2002, protected areas are a
genuine item of public debate and that’s
evident in the newspapers and other media.
The level of debate is increasing and the
media coverage is more insightful, in-depth
and informed.”

Even with public support, because
almost all of the remaining wild areas in
Quebec are coveted by the forestry, mining
and hydroelectric industries, determining
the next new protected areas will be diffi-
cult. For example, most of the Abitibi-
Temiskaming area, which is the next region
the government will look at, has been

contracted out to the forestry industry.
Meeting with communities and First

Nations in areas where there is potential for
both conservation and
development and working
with other environmental
organizations has helped the
CPAWS chapters gain
strength, knowledge and a
better understanding of what
people want and feel.

“Up north, the commu-
nity has been able to live
sustainably off the land; they
fish, hunt and cut wood,”
Voss explains.  Once the area
becomes protected, some feel
that their livelihood may be

threatened. Both O’Driscoll and Voss say that
communities must not be intimidated by
the idea of protected areas. Through their
growing conservation network, CPAWS
hopes to develop greater synergies between
urban and regional groups and improve
understanding of the benefits of protected
areas.

The Quebec government says that in
December 2002 it will announce more
potential protected areas. But “it’s going to
get tougher as the government moves into
the more exploitable areas. Also, we have to
make sure that there will be no back-sliding
with regards to the northern park reserves
that were not mentioned in the announce-
ment,” O’Driscoll warns.

Langlois remains optimistic that the
government’s commitment is attainable.
“The government has taken tangible action
and has set the bar for protected areas.
Although it won’t be as easy to designate
other protected areas, I know it’s doable.” s
➤ Write Environment Minister André
Boisclair and support the creation of new
parks in Quebec.  Tell him that you’d like to
see large areas with significant natural values
protected all across the province. André
Boisclair, Minister of the Environment,
Marie-Guyart Building, 675 René-Lévesque
Blvd. East, 30th floor, Québec, QC, G1R 5V7.

New parks will increase the province’s protected lands
from 0.5% to 2.4% — progress, but not enough

Wild species like timber wolves
will benefit from an increase in
protected areas.

regulation was adopted warning
that the unusual exclusion of
coyotes would leave wolves vul-
nerable, but were ignored.

➤ Please write to Ontario
Premier Ernie Eves, Legislature
Building, Queen’s Park, Toronto,
Ont., M7A 1A1; e-mail
ernie_eves@ontla.ola.org; fax:
(416) 325-6195. He must ensure
that his Minister of Natural Re-
sources lives up to his responsi-
bility to safeguard Ontario wild-
life including the Eastern wolf, a
nationally listed species at risk.
The ban on killing wolves in the
townships surrounding Algonquin
Park must be written to apply to
both wolves and coyotes — and
it must be enforced and made
permanent!

NOVA SCOTIA
The Nova Scotia Chapter of
CPAWS is spearheading a high-
profile campaign to eliminate
environmentally destructive off-
road vehicle (ORV) use in Nova
Scotian protected areas. ORVs
can cause serious erosion, dam-
age coastal barrens, destroy
wetlands and riparian habitat,
kill or disturb wildlife and reduce
human enjoyment of wilderness.
Nova Scotia’s “Wilderness Areas”
cover about five percent of the
province and were primarily in-
tended to conserve wilderness.
Off-road vehicle use in these
areas is therefore inappropriate.
Nonetheless, until recently, off-
road vehicle users have had
ready access to Wilderness Areas
in Nova Scotia because law en-
forcement has been lax.
As Nova Scotia’s grassroots voice
for wilderness, CPAWS-NS has
brought together a coalition of
provincial environmental groups
working to restrict ORV use in
protected areas and promote
more responsible use of these
vehicles in all areas. Represent-
ing this coalition, CPAWS-NS has
met with the Minister and Deputy
Minister of Environment to call
for upholding legal limits on ORV
use in Wilderness Areas and
mandatory environmental educa-
tion for ORV operators. We have
hired a lawyer to provide a legal
interpretation of legislation relat-
ing to ORV use and are working
with our partner groups to record
and report violations of the laws.
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pine or maple could move northward, but
they have to be physically able to get there.
And if their climate envelope moves too
quickly, we really don’t know if they will be
able to get there.”

The result is almost certainly going to be
at least local extinctions, he warns, and in
the larger picture, impoverished ecosystems
— a boreal forest, for example, with fewer
species of slower-to-move plants, lichens or
mosses.

Another obstacle to a smooth north-
ward transition of cold-adapted species is
the extent to which the existing landscape
has been fragmented and developed.  It is
going to be difficult for species to move
over or around developed areas in their race
to follow climate envelopes as they shift
north, Malcolm says.

All of this points to the critical need to
start taking the impacts of climate change
into account in land-use and protected-areas
planning. Malcom’s observations suggest
that the work that CPAWS is doing to main-
tain habitat connections across the landscape
in areas like the Yellowstone-to-Yukon and
Algonquin-to-Adirondacks regions will
become even more critical for protecting
species as the climate changes.  Corridors
and intact intervening landscapes will be
incredibly important if we want our parks
systems to be able to maintain some sem-
blance of the diversity of species they are
meant to protect.

Looking at the last ice retreat, Malcolm
notes that it is difficult in computer models
to get species to move fast enough to even
keep up with this more modest rate of
climate change.  One factor that speeds the
movement of species considerably, however,

is the presence of “outlier” populations —
species populations or habitats that are at the
edge of or even beyond their traditional
geographic range.

A good example, Malcolm says, is the
Carolinian life zone in southwestern Ontario.
Many of the rare and uncommon species
found hugging the north shore of Lake Erie
in Ontario are much more common south
of the border.  But it is the Ontario
populations, well adapted to life at the edge
of their natural range, that may be their
species’ best hope for sustaining healthy
populations in a rapidly changing climate.

At the Word Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg, South Africa
in September, Prime Minister Chrétien
announced that his government will ratify
the Kyoto Protocol before January 2003.
This is an important first step in changing
our energy habits and reducing the pressure
on wild species s
➤ Enclosed with this newsletter is our new
brochure “Parks in the Greenhouse: Canada,
Climate Change and Nature.” Please take a
few moments to read it today and, in
particular, to consider the “Solutions”
section.

➤ For more information on decreasing
your own climate impact, see the following
websites:

●  www.earthsolutions.com/stormyweather
(The companion website for the book
Stormy Weather: 101 Solutions to Global
Climate Change.)

●  www.davidsuzuki.org (David Suzuki
Foundation)

●  www.electricitychoices.org/
enerconlinks.html (Ontario Clean Air
Alliance)

Climate change  (continued from page 3)

Too many of our parks are
governed by laws that

are as thin on real legal pro-
tection as the paper they are
written on. That was the con-
clusion of an independent
report prepared by University
of Victoria professor David
Boyd.

The report, titled Wild by
Law: A Report Card on Laws Gov-
erning Canada’s Parks and Pro-
tected Areas, and a Blueprint
for Making these Laws More Ef-
fective, found that most of the
legislation governing provin-
cial and territorial parks sys-
tems is outdated and often
ineffective.   Eleven of the 13
provinces and territories were
given failing grades in the
report for the legal protection
they give to parks.  Ontario
and Alberta trailed the pack
with grades of F-.

Boyd pointed to serious
conflicts between the role of
parks as protectors of ecosys-
tems and species and other
uses across the country.

➤ See www.cpaws.org/
wildbylaw for more details.

Parks need better
protection

Endangered Species
legislation finally
passes the House
The amendments to the
Species at Risk Act finally
passed the House of Commons
in June 2002, which made
the law just good enough for
the wilderness protection
community to support.

The amendments ad-
equately address CPAWS’
bottom line request for
mandatory protection of
critical habitat for species at
risk on federal lands and
waters, and a listing process
that is more science-based
and less open to political
interference.

➤ See www.cpaws.org/
whatsnew for more details.

The Flathead River Valley, just across the
divide from Waterton Lakes National Park,
is the most important habitat for carnivores
in the Rocky Mountains. These values are
threatened by housing and resort
development at Fernie, traffic, five open-
pit coal mines, helicopter hiking and skiing
and spreading off-road vehicle and
snowmobile use.

Visit www.peaceparkplus.net
to help expand Waterton Lakes
National Park and help create a
Wildlife Management Area to
protect wilderness and wildlife
in southeastern B.C. Your support
will make a difference!

Help us expand Waterton National ParkHelp us expand Waterton National Park
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: P.O. Box 1934, 4th floor, 4921-
49th St. , Yellowknife, NWT, X1A 2P4
phone: (867) 873-9893
fax: (867) 873-9593
e-mail: cpawsnwt@theedge.ca

HelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wish Listish Listish Listish Listish List
A A good quality slide scanner with

associated software. The ideal scanner
would be able to scan slides in at 1200
dots per square inch (dpi) or greater
(this is to ensure print production
quality of the scanned images).

Hot spot contact information: Hot spot contact information: Hot spot contact information: Hot spot contact information: Hot spot contact information: Hon.
Stephen Kakfwi, Premier, Legislative
Assembly of NWT, P.O. Box 1320,
Yellowknife, NWT, X1A 2L9; fax: (867)
873-0385; e-mail: premier@gov.nt.ca.
Hon. Robert Nault, P.C., M.P., Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development,
Room 407, West Block, Ottawa, Ont., K1A
0A6; fax: (613) 996-1759; e-mail:
Nault.R@parl.gc.ca.

YUKON CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: Box 31095,Whitehorse, Yukon,
Y1A 5P7
phone: (867) 393-8080
fax: (867) 393-8081
e-mail: cpaws@cpawsyukon.org
website: www.cpawsyukon.org

BRITISH COLUMBIA CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: Suite 610, 555 West Georgia St.,
Vancouver, B.C., V6B 1Z6
phone: (604) 685-7445
fax: (604) 685-6449
e-mail: info@cpawsbc.org
website: www.cpawsbc.org

HelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wish Listish Listish Listish Listish List
A small light table (for viewing slides)
A small microwave

CALGARY/BANFF CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
new address as of Oct. 1, 2002:new address as of Oct. 1, 2002:new address as of Oct. 1, 2002:new address as of Oct. 1, 2002:new address as of Oct. 1, 2002: Suite
1120, Kahanoff Centre, 1202 Centre St.
S.E., Calgary, Alta, T2G 5A5
address: Suite 306, 319 Tenth Ave. S.W.,
Calgary, Alta., T2R 0A5
phone: (403) 232-6686
fax: (403) 232-6988
e-mail: info@cpawscalgary.org
website: www.cpawscalgary.org
Executive Director Dave Poulton’s
e-mail: dpoulton@cpawscalgary.org
Education Director Gareth Thomson’s
e-mail: gthomson@cpawscalgary.org

EDMONTON
CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: P.O. Box
52031, 8210 - 109 St.,

Edmonton, Alta., T6G
2T5

phone: (780) 432-0967
fax: (780) 439-4913

e-mail: info@cpaws-edmonton.org
website: www.cpaws-edmonton.org

HelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wish Listish Listish Listish Listish List
A small photocopier

SASKATCHEWAN CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: Suite 203, 115-2nd Avenue North,
Saskatoon, Sask., S7K 2B1
phone: (306) 955-6197
fax: (306) 665-2128
e-mail: info@cpaws-sask.org
website: www.cpaws-sask.org

MANITOBA CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: 3b-70 Albert St., P.O. Box 344,
Winnipeg, Man., R3C 2H6
phone: (204) 949-0782
fax: (204) 949-0783
e-mail: info@cpawsmb.org
website: www.cpawsmb.org

WILDLANDS LEAGUE CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: Suite 380, 401 Richmond St. W.,
Toronto, Ont., M5V 3A8
phone: (416) 971-9453
fax: (416) 979-3155
e-mail: info@wildlandsleague.org
website: www.wildlandsleague.org

OTTAWA VALLEY/VALLEE DE
L’OUTAOUAIS CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: Suite 601, 880 Wellington St.,
Ottawa, Ont., K1R 6K7
phone: (613) 232-7297
fax: (613) 232-2030

e-mail: ovinfo@cpaws.org
website: www.cpaws-ov.org

HelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wish Listish Listish Listish Listish List
Items are needed in Ottawa/Hull and in
Montreal, and a tax receipt can be issued
for their donation.
A computers (Pentium or newer, laptop

or desktop)
A for slideshows/presentations: digital/

video projector, overhead projector,
light table, large portable screen.

A items for silent auction: art pieces and
other objects of value on a nature
theme

SECTION MONTREAL
Pour nous contacterPour nous contacterPour nous contacterPour nous contacterPour nous contacter
addresse: C.P. 5394, Succursale B, Montréal,
Que., H3B 4P1
tél: (514)  728-5885
téléc: (514)  728-2929
courriel: info@cpaws.org

HelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWHelpWanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wanted/Wish Listish Listish Listish Listish List
A office space
A computers (laptop, Pentium or newer)
A colour inkjet printer
A CD burner

NOVA SCOTIA CHAPTER
How to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact usHow to contact us
address: c/o School for Resource and
Environmental Studies, Dalhousie Univer-
sity, Halifax, N.S., B3H 3J5
phone: (902) 494-2966
fax: (902) 494-3728
e-mail: cpawsns@thegreenpages.ca

NATIONAL OFFICE

Suite 506, 880 Wellington St.
Ottawa, ON K1R 6K7
(613) 569-7226 or 1-800-333-WILD
fax (613) 569-7098
info@cpaws.org

www.cpaws.org

Yes, I want to support CPAWS’ work for wilderness
I enclose:
o $35      o $50      o $100      o $500       o $1,000       o $ ____ other
o I’m enclosing payment*   o cheque    o VISA   o MasterCard
Credit Card No. Expiry Date
Signature
Name
Address
City/Prov./Postal Code
E-mail

*Make your cheque or money order payable to CANADIAN PARKS AND WILDERNESS
SOCIETY and send it along with this form to us in the reply envelope enclosed.

#

✓
Registered Charity 10686 5272 RR0001
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For information and tickets, please visit
www.cpaws.org/borealmajesty
or call 1-800-333-WILD

I
n Canada, deep-sea coral forests and exten-
sive underwater reefs formed by glass-like
sponges are two important marine features
urgently in need of protection. CPAWS has

been a champion for protecting coral forests and
sponge reefs and we are pleased that the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Oceans has recently taken
protection measures on both the east and west
coasts.

East Coast Deep-Sea Corals
Canadian deep-sea corals are mostly tree-like,
varying in height from a few centimetres to
several metres. Most live at depths from a hundred
metres to a couple of kilometres. Their complex
physical structure and great age provide niches for
many other organisms.

An exceptional concentration of tree corals is
found about 100 kilometres south of Nova Scotia
in a deep channel that lies between two offshore
banks. Fishermen initially raised the alarm about
potential damage to corals by the use of mobile-
fishing gear, known locally as “draggers”. After
pressure from fishermen, scientists and activists,
DFO recently announced a closure of all fisheries
that use bottom-tending gear in a 424-square
kilometre area within this exceptional coral zone.

It’s expected that the current fishery closure
will be renewed annually using Fisheries Act
regulations until such time as a more permanent
form of protection can be put in place.

West Coast Sponge Reefs
The British Columbia coast is one of only two
places in the world where colonies of glass-like
sponges are known to form large reefs. Dating
back over 10,000 years to the last ice age, these sponges have
formed extensive reefs in the Hecate Strait between mainland
B.C. and the Queen Charlotte Islands (Haida Gwaii). The four
colonies cover between 150- and 300-square nautical miles and
are found at depths of up to 230 metres.

Studies over the past few years by Canadian and German
researchers have shown that these rare and fragile reefs have
been damaged by trawl-fishing gear. As a result of their re-
search, the trawl fleet had agreed to a voluntary closure to
fishing on all four reefs. Unfortunately, during a research cruise
this summer, scientists discovered extensive new damage to the
most pristine of the four reefs.

New protection for unique
underwater environments

I

by Martin Willison, CPAWS-Nova Scotia
President, and Sabine Jessen, CPAWS-BC
Conservation Director

Tour dates: Nov. 28 - Whitehorse; Nov. 29 - Vancouver; Nov. 30 - Edmonton; Dec. 2 - Calgary;
Dec. 3 - Saskatoon; Dec. 4 - Winnipeg; Dec. 5 - Thunder Bay; Dec. 6 - Ottawa; Dec. 7 - Montreal

For over a year, CPAWS-BC has been trying to get DFO to
institute more long-term measures to protect the reefs. Accord-
ing to Sabine Jessen, Conservation Director for CPAWS-BC, “In
a meeting last year, then Fisheries Minister Herb Dhaliwal
committed to ensuring that no further damage would occur to
the reefs. It is a real tragedy that we had to wait until new
damage was discovered before Fisheries and Oceans Canada
finally closed all four reefs to trawling.”

s with the East Coast corals, longer-term measures, such
as marine protected areas under the Oceans Act, are the
best tool for providing permanent protection for these

unique marine features for future generations.  s
A

East Coast Corals and
West Coast Sponges:


