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INTRODUCTION

For a period of almost twenty-five years (1897-1921), Laurier House was the Ottawa
home of Sir Wilfrid Lauri er and Lady Zoe Laurier. This report is the result of historical research
done on the use, structural, and social history ofLaurier House for the period of the Laurier's
residency. It supplies information on specific rooms, household furnishings, domestic life, the
atmosphere of the house, maintenance and management, daily routine, and entertaining. The
report also includes information on the first owner of the house, John Leslie, and on Laurier's
political career. A detailed section on the personalities of Wilfrid and Zoe Lauri er and their
relationship is also included. Supplementary documentation, in the form of primary and
secondary sources, is provided at the end of each section.

iii

THE FIRST OWNER OF THE HOUSE : JOHN LESLIE

In 1850, John Leslie, a prosperous Ottawa jeweler, purchased a piece ofland in Ottawa
from Andrew Main, a local land owner.' The property was located in an area of Ottawa known
as "Sandy Hill''. From the 1860s on, the neighbourhood of Sandy Hill grew in importance and
prestige, as wealthy families and senior civil servants purchased property and settled in the
neighbourhood. In the late 1870s, Leslie decided to build a house on the property. The three
storey house is thought to have been designed by James Mather , a well-known Ottawa architect,
in the Second Empire Style, an architectural style then at the peak of its popularity in Canada.

The design of Lami er House incorporated many of the architectural features that
characterized Second Empire Style houses built in urban Ontario in the latter pati of the
nineteenth century including round headed windows, iron cresting, fancy dormer windows, a
mansard roof and yellow btick. 2 (Figures 1, 2.) The building was completed in May of 1879. 3
The Leslie family moved into their new house in the late spring of 1879 and named it "Kininvie",
after tlteir ancestral home in Scotland. In 1895, John Leslie died and his wife, Eliza, inherited
the house. She died a year later. In 1896, tlte property was sold by the administrator of the estate
to friends of Wilfrid Laurier. 4 (Figures 3, 4, 5.)

Louis Besserer, one of the earliest landowners in Bytown (later called Ottawa), originally bought
the property from the crown in 1828.) Today Besserer Street connnemorates his name.

2

C. Cameron and J. Wright, Second Empire Style in Canadian Architectore (Ottawa : Environment
Canada, Canadian Parks Service, 1980, p. 18.)

Ottawa Daily Citizen, 2 May 1879.

The administrator of the estate of Eliza Leslie was a man-ied daughter, Jennie Code.

FIGURE 1

From: National Archives of Canada (NA), C-90282

Kininvie (Laurier House) c. 1878-1894, early in the Leslie period.

2

FIGURE2
From: NA, C-90281

Kininvie (Laurier House), 1894, at the end of the Leslie period.

3

FIGURE3
From: Ottawa Daily Free Press November 19, 1895 p. 6

"DEATH OF JOHN LESLIE.
AN HONORED LIFE BROUGHT TO A FITTING CLOSE.
Mr. John Leslie, jeweler (sic), died this morning. Mr. Leslie has been feeble for some time,
having experienced a general breaking up of the system consequent upon old age. He was out
last Thursday and on Saturday was down stairs. Even up to last evening death was not expected,
for he was around and walked to the smoking room. During the night he gradually weakened,
and at six o'clock this morning he passed away, quietly and peacefully, as if going to rest. It was
a fitting close for a life unostentatious, upright and honorable.
Mr. Leslie was a native of Aberdeen, Scotland, and was born 82 years ago. He inherited all that
sturdiness and aggressiveness of disposition so characteristic of the Scotch race, and made life a
success. He came to Canada 54 years ago, landing in Quebec in 1841. For four years he lived
alternately in Quebec and Montreal, and came to By Town in 1845. It was then a straggling
village with very few inhabitants, and Mr. Leslie had lived to witness its rapid growth into a
magnificent city, and to become the Capital of Canada. So poor were the prospects in By Town
that it was only after great persuasion that he concluded to open a small store and follow his
vocation here. Being a splendid workman, his business far exceeded his expectation, people
coming for dozens of miles around to patronize him. He was soon after starting compelled to
enlarge his facilities, moving on to Rideau street, where he remained five years, subsequently
moving to the present place on Sparks street. Of his later life nothing need be said. His name is a
household word, and is a synonym for integrity and honesty. Of a quiet, retiring disposition, he
never took any prominent part in public affairs. He was an honored member of St. Andrew's
church, being one of the oldest names on the church roll. His beloved partner in all his adverses
and successes survives him and will cherish loving recollections of one who was ever the true
husband. Yesterday Mr. Leslie seemed to realize that his end was near, and was constant in his
desire to have Mrs. Leslie beside him.
He was the last but one, a sister, of a family often children. Besides Mrs. Leslie, two children,
Mr. James Leslie, Ottawa, and Mrs. T.A. Code, Perth, survive him. During the last month
extensive improvements have been made on his property. but death came ere he could witness
the completion."

4

FIGURE4

I
I

From: Ottawa Daily Free Press November 19, 1895, p. 7

"DIED.
LESLIE. - On Tuesday morning, at his home, Kinivie, 335 Theodore street, John Leslie, aged 82
years and seven months, a native of Aberdeen, Scotland.
Service at the house at 2:30 p.m. Thursday. Funeral at 3 p.m. to Beechwood Cemetry. [sic]"

FIGURES
From: Ottawa Daily Free Press November 22, 1895, p. 6

"LAID BENEATH THE SOD.
The funeral of the late John Leslie took place yesterday afternoon and was largely
attended, many of the most prominent citizens being present, including Sir Mackenzie Bowell,
Hon. E. H. Bronson, Mayor Borthwick, J. R. Booth, A. Seybold, F. P. Bronson, and many others.
The service at the house was very impressive, being conducted by Rev. Dr. Wardrope, Rev. W.
T. Herridge and Rev. James Ballantyne. The three gentlemen, in speaking made reference to the
integrity and nobility of character of deceased.
There were no pall bearers or flowers, the arrangements being canied out with the utmost
simplicity in deference to the wishes of Mr. Leslie oft expressed when alive.
The principal mourners were Mrs. Leslie and two children, Mr. James Leslie, and Mrs. T
A. Code, Perth. The body was buried in a plain casket of solid oak, trimmed with heavy
oxidized silver handles."
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A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE POLITICAL CAREER OF SIR WILFRID LAURIER

Wilfrid Laurierwas born in St. Lin, Quebec, on the 20th of November, 1841. As a child
and a youth he was educated at an English school in New Glasgow, Quebec. As a young man he
received a classical college education at L'Assomption College. He studied law at McGill
University and was called to the Quebec bar in 1864, after which he practiced law in Montreal.
In 1866, he moved to the rural town of Arthabaska, in the Eastern Townships, where he started a
law practice and edited the Liberal newspaper, Le Defricheur.
In 1871, he was elected to the Quebec Legislative Assembly for the riding of Drummond
and Arthabaska. In 1874, he resigned his seat in the Quebec Assembly. As a result of the 1874
general election he won the federal seat ofDrununond and Arthabaska. On October the 8th,
1877, on going back for re-election, he was defeated but was then elected for the riding of
Quebec East and was re-elected for the same riding in 1878, 1881, 1887, 1891, 1896, 1900,
1904, 1908, 1911and1917.
In 1877, Laurier came to the forefront of public attention by giving a speech on political
liberalism. In this famous speech, he condemned the ultra conservative right-wing Quebec
nationalists and called for the creation of a moderate policy built on English liberal principles.
(Figure 6) In 1877, he was sworn in as a Privy Councillor and appointed Minister of Inland
Revenue in the Alexander Mackenzie administration. He held this office until the next year
when the Mackenzie Liberal government was defeated.

Laurier became leader of the Liberal party in 1887, when he was elected to replace the
ageing and ill Edward Blake. (Figures 7, 8, 9) He held this position until his death in 1919. As
leader of the Liberal party, he was unsuccessful in his first federal election (1891 ). In 1896, he
lead the Liberal party to victory and became prime minister. (Figure 10) He was successful in
winning the next three general elections in 1900, 1904, and 1908. He and his party were
defeated in the general elections of 1911 and 1917.
In 1897, Laurier took part in Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee and participated in his
first colonial conference.' (Figure 11) During the Jubilee, he was knighted by Queen Victoria.
Laurier was a strong believer in Canadian autonomy and nationalism. He supported the idea of
impetialism, but it was a brand of imperialism in which Canada, a self governing dominion, was

5

At the Jubilee Celebrations in London, the Zoe and Wilfrid Laurier were two of the most popular
guests at the festivities and made a great impression on the British press and the public. While
they were in England, they visited the queen at Windsor Castle and attended the royal garden
party and state dinner ball at Buckingham Palace. After the state dim1er at Buckingham Palace,
Queen Victoria knighted Wilfrid Laurier. The great popularity of the Lauriers was duplicated
when they returned home. Bonfires were lit all along the St. Lawrence and special banquets were
held in their honour in Quebec City, Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa.
6

an equal partner in the Empire. Guided by his belief in the future of Canada, he resisted the
efforts of British imperialists for closer imperial ties. At the 1897 colonial conference, and at
subsequent conferences in 1902, 1907 and 1911, he vetoed proposals for turning the British
Empire into an integrated political and economic unit.
Laurier was ve1y aware of the ethnic and political tensions which existed in the cotmtry.
A firm believer in a strong and united Canada, he spent his career trying to reconcile and unite
English and French Canadians and pledged his life "to the cause of conciliation, harmony, and
concord". 6 (Figure 12) The issues of conscription and Canada's involvement in international
conflicts undermined many of his efforts to encourage tolerance and understanding. During the
Boer War (1899-1901) and the First World War (1914-1918), heightened French-English
tensions threatened national unity. For both wars, Laurier remained trne to his life-long belief in
moderation, conciliation and compromise. He would not legislate conscription, but neither
would he withhold Canadian support. 7 By following the middle ground he was unable to satisfy
any group. Radical nationalist elements in Quebec condemned him for betraying French
Canadians to British imperial ambitions. Supporters of traditional British imperialism in
English-speaking Canada, condemned him for being unpatriotic. In the general election of 1917,
which was fought largely on the issue of conscription, Laurier was soundly beaten.
During the period of Wilfrid Laurier's leadership, Canada experienced unprecedented
growth and social and economic change. It was an age of optimism, but also an age of anxiety.
Laurier's political career spanned half a century of Canadian history. (Figures 13, 14) The
achievement ofLaurier was his success in making Canada a stronger, more autonomous country.
He gave "Canadians a sense of national unity and a sense of the dignity ofnationhood." 8 When
he died in 1919, Canada was a country that was ethnically and politically polarized - but it was
still whole.

6

McArthur, p. 19.

7

For Laurier, 11 conscription meant militarism, and he dreaded militarisn1 as he hated it. 11 McArthur,
p. 85.

Ibid., p. 81.
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FIGURE6
From: Laurier Jackdaw No. C19

In 1877, Laurier came to the forefront of public
attention by giving a speech on political liberalism. In
this famous speech, he condemned the ultra conservative
right-wing Quebec nationalists and called for the
creation of a moderate policy built on English liberal
principles.
8

FIGURE7
From: Chronicle of Canada Elizabeth Abbott (ed.) Chronicle Publications 1990
p.389
Chronicle of Canada presents a series of fabricated newspaper articles, written in the 1980s,
which are meant to present events in Canadian history as they might have been reported in a
contemporary newspaper.

Laurier at the helm of federal Liberals
June 7, 1887
OTTAWA - Wilfiid Laurier, a French-Canadian MP from Quebec, has been
chosen to succeed Edward Blake as leader of the federal Liberal party. Laurier, a
gifted bilingual speaker with a reputation for charm, has long been recognized as
the party's most important and powerful Quebec member. He has govermnent
experience, having briefly served as minister of inland revenue in the Liberal
regime of Alexander Mackenzie in the 1870s.
Laurier faces a tough task in trying to build a wim1ing federal party. In fact, the
Liberals have only defeated the Tories once since Confederation. That victory
came in 1874, and only because of the Pacific Railway Scandal. So victory, if
ever, is a long way off for Laurier and his Liberals.

9

FIGURES
From: The Canadian Encyclopedia Plus
Blake, Edward Author: Donald Swainson
Blake, Edward, lawyer, politician, premier of Ontario (b in Adelaide Twp, Upper Canada 13 Oct
1833; d at Toronto 1 Mar 1912), son of William Hume Blake. Edward was an unhealthy child and
received, according to his mother, "a desultory sort of education for some years - and in the morning
while dressing [his father] gave him his Latin lesson." A tutor and his mother taught him other subjects.
Blake then attended Upper Canada College and University of Toronto, receiving a BA in 1854 and an
MA in 1858. He studied law simultaneously and was admitted to the bar in 1856, becoming a successful
and wealthy equity lawyer in Toronto. In 1858 he married Margaret Cronyn, daughter of the first
Anglican bishop of Huron.
Blake, a Liberal, was recruited to active politics in 1867 by the redoubtable George Brown,
proprietor of the Toronto Globe , who commented that "Edward Blake is ready and will be a boost. As a
lawyer he is admirable - excellent common sense, immense industry and great pluck. Not much of a
politician, but anxious to learn and as sharp as a needle." He held South Bruce provincially 1867-72 and
sat in the federal House of Commons 1867-91.
In 1868 he became leader of the Ontario Liberal Party, and in 1871 ousted Premier John
Sandfield Macdonald to become the second premier of Ontario. He left provincial politics in 1872, but
during his brief tenure as premier established the Liberal dynasty that ruled Ontario from 1871 to 1905.
In 1873 Blake refused the leadership of the federal Liberal Party, but agreed to join Canada's first Liberal
government under Alexander Mackenzie.
Minister without portfolio (1873-74), minister of justice 1875-77) and president of the Privy
Council (1877-78), he succeeded Mackenzie as party leader in 1880 but lost the elections of 1882 and
1887, resigning the leadership in 1887 and leaving Canadian politics in 1891. ln 1892 he entered the
British House of Commons as an Irish Nationalist MP. Blake retired to Canada in 1906 and for many
years served U ofT as senator and chancellor (from 1873).
The only Liberal leader who never became prime minister, Blake never attained the prominence
his abilities warranted. Part of his lack of success was poor luck: as Liberal leader in the federal elections
of 1882 and 1887 he was required to face John A. Macdonald, then at the height of his popularity. At the
same time, he authored some of his own problems. Blake, as party leader, was excessively dominant in
party matters and parliamentary activity. He often gave long speeches - up to 6 hours in length- that left
little for his colleagues to say and consequently left them minimal opportunity to display leadership, gain
experience or please the electorate.
The result was a somewhat alienated Liberal high command, a problem illustrated by the eminent
Liberal front-bencher, Sir Richard Cartwright, who noted in his memoirs that in the House of Commons
Blake routinely left "nothing for his supporters to say." Cartwright described this syndrome as a problem
which "became almost a positive disease," and described Blake further as a man of great "general
ability," but "intensely ambitious," "exceedingly sarcastic," and "absurdly sensitive to criticism," who
"often behaved like a spoilt child."
John Charles Dent, perhaps Canada's best 19th-century historian, suggested that Blake possessed
"a manner as devoid of warmth as is a flake of December snow, and as devoid of magnetism as is a loaf
of unleavened bread." However, Edward Blake did leave his mark, encouraging the Canada First
movement and English Canadian nationalism, and recruiting Oliver Mowat (his successor as premier of
Ontario) and Wilfrid Laurier (his successor as federal leader), 2 of Canada's most effective and
electorally successful politicians.

10

FIGURE9
From: Encyclopaedia Canadiana pp. 406-407
Blake, Edward, lawyer; premier of Ontario, 1871-72: b. Oct. 13, 1833, in the township of
Adelaide, Middlesex, Upper Canada; d. in Toronto, March 1, 1912. Eldest son of the Hon.
William Hume Blake and Catherine Hume. Educated at Upper Canada College and the
University of Toronto (B.A., 1854; M.A., 1858); called to the provincial bar, 1856 (Q.C., 1864).
He was one of the leading equity lawyers of Upper Canada and after Confederation was regarded
as a foremost authority on the Canadian constitution. Though a distinguished orator and a master
of parliamentary tactics, Blake never quite fulfilled the promise of his early years in politics.
In the elections of 1867 he won a double victory as Liberal M.P. for West Durham and member
of the Ontario legislature for South Bruce. In 1869 he was chosen leader of the opposition in
Ontario and at the end ofl871, on the defeat ofSandfield Macdonald, became briefly premier of
the province. In 1872, his government having abolished dual representation, Blake resigned his
premiership and devoted himself to federal politics. In November 1873 he became minister
without portfolio in the Alexander Mackenzie Administration but resigned after three months
and in hisfamour Aurora speech of 1874 aligned himself with the Canada First Party. After
rejoining the Mackenzie Government as minister of justice, 1875-77, he effected a number of
important constitutional changes. In 1877, resigned his portfolio and became president of the
council. He succeeded Mackenzie in the leadership of the Liberal Party in 1880 and in 1887 was
himself succeeded by Laurier. In 1890 Blake withdrew from Canadian politics after having
expressed gloomy forebodings as to Canada's future in a letter to his constituents. At the
invitation of the Irish Parliamentary Party he went to Ireland in 1892, was elected for South
Longford, and sat in the British House of Commons as an Irish nationalist until 1907.
Always keenly interested in higher education, Blake was chancellor of the University of Toronto,
1873-1900, and contributed generously to scholarship and building funds. In 1876 he declined
the offer of a K.C.M.G. for his public services; he also declined several offers appointment to the
bench. In 185 8, married Margaret Cronyn, daughter of the bishop of Huron; they had three sons
and one daughter. Blake's papers are in the University of Toronto Librmy; some of his speeches
have been published in pamphlet fonn. A portrait by Grier was exhibited in London in 1895.
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FIGURE 10
From: Chronicle of Canada Elizabeth Abbott (ed.) Chronicle Publications 1990

p.472
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Chronicle of Canada presents a series of fabricated newspaper articles, written in the
1980s, which are meant to present events in Canadian history as they might have been
reported in a contemporary newspaper.
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FIGURE 11

'.
I

From: Laurier Jackdaw No. C19

In 1897, Laurier took part in Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee and participated in his
first colonial conference.
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FIGURE 12
From: Clippingdale, Laurier, His Life and World, p. 42

f: ..,,-. ' .' . · ~-
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HOM."E. 1'
Laurier was very aware of the ethnic and political tensions which existed
in the country. A firm believer in a strong and united Canada, he spent
his career trying to reconcile and unite English and French Canadians
and pledged his life "to the cause of conciliation, harmony, and
concord".
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FIGURE13
From: Morgan, The Canadian Men and Women of the Time pp. 641-642
Laurier, Hon. Lt.-Col., the Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid, lawyer; statesman.
O.c. late Carolus L., P.L.S., and his first wife Marcelle (Martineau) L.; of Acadian descent on his
mother's side; b. St. Lin, P.Q .. , Nov. 20, 1841; e. New Glasgow, P.Q., L'Assomption Coll. and
McGill Univ, (B.C.L., 1864; LL.D., hon., 1898; LL.D (hon.), Toronto Univ., 1897; D.C.L (hon.),
Oxon., 1897; do. (do.), Camb., do. (do.),Queen's Univ. 1898; do. (do.), Edinburgh, Univ., 1902;
do. (do.), Laval Univ., do.; Llt.D. (do.) do., do.; LL.D., Glasgow Univ., 1911; m. May 13, 1868,
·Zoe (V.P St. John's Ambulance Assn, do. Local Council of Women; do. National Council of
Women; hon. Presdt Can.hnmigration Guild, and do. do. Women's Can Historical soc.;
accompanied her husband to Eng. at the celebration of Queen victoria's Jubilee, and besides
taking part in the ceremonies connected there with visited Her Majesty at Windsor Castle; her
husband and herself also attended the Queen's garden party and the Queen's state ball at
Buckingham Palace; subsequently they travelled in France and Italy; in 1901 she participated in
the festivities incident to the visit to Can. of the Prince and Princess of Wales, now King George
and Queen Mary, and was delegated to present to the Princess the gift of the women of Ottawa,
consisting of a fur coat; she also accompanied Sir Wilfrid to Eng. in 1922, and was present with
him in Westminster Abbey, at the coronation of King Edward and his Royal Consort; she wore
on that occasion a magnificent diamond tiara, consisting of 175 selected diamonds, the gift of the
members of the Senate of Can. on the Govt. side; before leaving Eng. she received in person
from Queen Alexandra the silver coronation med.; see Morgan's "Types of Can. Women"
Toronto, 1903; later, in 1907, Lady L. was again in the mother country with her husband, when
the latter was in attendance at the hnp. Conf, in that year, and was the guest of King Edward
(q. v.) and Queen at Marlborough House), d. late G.N.R. Lafontaine, Montreal; advocate. 1864;
K.C. (Marquis of Lome), 1880; successfully practised his prof. in Montreal where he was a
partner of the present Judge Lavergne (q.v.) and the late E. E. Richard; batonnier of the bar
(Arthabaska), 1889; in addition to his law practice, edited and contributed to several Lib.
newspapers; sat for Drummond and Arthabaska (Local), 1871-74, and for same constituency
(H.C.), 1874-77, when he suffered defeat; since then has sat for Quebec East; was also elected
for Saskatchewan, g.e. 1896, for Wright, g.e. 1904, for Ottawa, g.e. 1911; was Minr. Of Inland
Revenue in the Mackenzie Admn., 1877-78; was one of the signers of the address from the Lib.
Party to the Pope, 1896, resulting in the appt. of a Papal Ablegate for Can.; was elected leader of
the opposition (succeeding Mr. Blake, q. v.), 1887, and so remained till his accession to office,
1896; was Prime Minister (holding the office of Presdt of the Council in his own Admn.) from
July 8, 1896 ti! Oct. 1911, when his Govt. having suffered defeat at the polls, he retired from
office; represented Can. at Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, 1897; was recd. in audience by
the sovereign and accorded the leading place in the great Jubilee state procession of all the col.
dignitaries; was recd. in audience by the Pope, 1897, 1902 and 1907; while in Eng. succeeded in
securing from H. M.'s Govt notice to Germany and Belgium of the renunciation of the
commercial treaties with those countries which stood in the way of Canada's new tariff
extending a preference to the United Kingdom; a de!. to Washington in the interest of better

15

relations between the two countries; a mem. of the Joint High Comm., Quebec, Aug. 23, 1898,
assembled to discuss questions affecting jointly Gt. Brit., Can., and the U.S.; welcomed the Duke
and Duchess of Cornwall and York (now King George and Queen Mary) to Can., Sept. 1901, and
accompanied the Royal Party during their progress through a portion of the Dom.; was present,
by invitation, in Westminster Abbey during the coronation of King Edward and Queen
Alexandra, 1902; attended Col. Trade Conf., London, 1902; attended Imp. Conf., London, 1907,
and the Imp. Col. Conf., do., 1911; presented to King George, St. James Palace, May, 1911;
present as a Royal guest in Westminster Abbey at the coronation of King George and Queen
Mary, June, 1911; received the Prince of Wales (now King George) on his arrival at Quebec, in
connection with the Tercent. celebration, Quebec, 1908 (med.); a mem Ottawa Interprovl. Conf.,
1910; elected presdt. Can. Forestry Convention, Ottawa, 1906; in his younger days served in the
v.m., being ensign in the Arthabaska Infy. Co., 1869-78; saw service during the last Fenian Raid
(med.) ; apptd. hon. It-col. 9th "Voltigeurs-de-Quebec ", 1899; apptd. a mem. of the Most
Honourable the Privy Council, 1897; G.C.M.G. do.; mem. Cobden Club and received from it its
gold med. in recognition of services in the cause of intern. free exchange, do.; created a Grand
Offr. of the Legion of Honour of France, do.; presented with the freedom of the City of
Edinburgh, 1902; do.do.do.,City of Bristol, 1907; do. do. do City of Manchester, do.; do. do. do.,
City of Liverpool, do.; admitted an hon. mem. of Gray's Inn, do.; is a dir. Mutual Life Assn. and
V.-P of the Colonial Club, London; also an hon. life mem. of the Boston Canadian Club, of the
Quebec Garrison Club, and of the National Liberal Club, London, Eng.; his portrait, by Forbes
(q. v. ), was presented to him by his friends, May, 1902; his portrait, by Suzor-Cote (q. v. ), was
placed in the Nat. Art Gallery, Ottawa, 1910; aR.C. - 335 Laurier Ave. E., Ottawa; Rideau Club,
Ottawa; St. James 's Club, Montreal; Quebec Garrison club; National Liberal Club, London,
Eng.
"A clear-headed, able man." - T. Telegram
"An affable gentleman; a pleasing orator; a thorough opportunist" - Late Goldwin Smith.
"An astute student of men and events." - Can. Courier
"In some ways has no rival in public life" - M. Gazette
"One of the five greatest men living today" -Andrew Carnegie
"A true lmperialist and a loyal subject of the Crown" - Sir A. B. Aylesworth (q.v.)
"A great statesman, of whole leadership we are proud and to whom all young men can look up
with pride and affection" - Hon. W: S. Fielding (q. v.)
"The masses of the English-speaking people have manifested a rare affection for his personality,
a great esteem for his character, and a genuine pride in his gifts and attainments" - T. News
"Canadians are proud of their premier; a handsome, distinguished, elegant man, he compels
attention anywhere; the Laurier face is perhaps the flower of French culture in Canada,
combining patriotism, poetry and oratorical instinct in the highest degree" - T. Daily Star
"And now what manner of man is he who bears upon his shoulder this Atlantean burden! The
best description I ever heard of Sir Wilfrid Laurier was given to me by a very interesting
Canadian personality, Sir George Ross, who was for many years Prime Minister of the Province
of Ontario. 'Sir Wilfrid Laurier', said this dour, gnarled, kindly, shrewd old Scotch-Canadian, 'is
a picture gallery all in himself.' This praise - which I will always remember as witty and
picturesque - gives you some idea of the impression which the appearance of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
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makes upon you" - T. P. O'Connor, MP.
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FIGURE 14
From: Encyclopaedia Canadiana pp. 86-91

Lauri er, Sir Wilfrid, leader of the Canadian Liberal Party, 1887-1919; prime minister of Canada,
1896-1911; b. Nov. 2, 1841, in the little Quebec village of St. Lin, north of Montreal; d. in
Ottawa, Feb. 17, 1919. Son of Carolus Laurier, a farmer and land surveyor of strong Liberal
convictions, and Marcelle Martineau. His earliest Canadian forebear came to Canada with
Maisonneuve; an ancestor bearing the Laurier name served with the Carignan-Salieres Regiment.
As a boy Laurier was sent to live for two years with an English-speaking family and to attend an
English school. He was educated at L' Assomption College and at McGill University (B.C.L.,
1864) and was called to the Quebec bar, 1864 (Q.C,. 1880). Articled to Rudolphe Laflamme,
one of the leaders of the Parti Rouge, Lauri er further committed himself to the political left by
joining the Institut Canadien, of which he shortly became vice-president. In 1866, for reasons of
health, he moved to Arthabaskaville, in the Eastern Townships; he practised law, was active in
politics and in 1871 was elected to the provincial legislature. He resigned his seat in 1874 and
was elected to the Canadian House of Commons, of which he was a member for the rest of his
life. By 1877 he was already prominent enough to be taken into Mackenzie's Liberal cabinet as
minister of inland revenue.
The decades of the 1870's and 1880's were marked in Quebec by a bitter political struggle
between the Rouge leaders and the ultramontane wing of the French Catholic churclL Quebec
ultramontanism, following the lead of Pope Pius IX, warred upon liberalism in general and in
particular used all its influence to prevent Catholic citizens from voting for the Liberal Parti
rouge. Laurier first made his name in this struggle. His speech on political liberalism, delivered
in 1877 in Quebec City, has become one of the classic documents of Canadian liberalism. Freely
acknowledging that the Rouge politicians had been extreme in their youthful days, he affirmed
that he himself was a disciple of Fox and Russell and the English Whigs rather than of the anticlerical radicals of the European continent; and he invited the support of his fellow French
Canadians for a moderate policy based on English liberal principles. He asserted most strongly
the right of Catholic laymen to make up their own minds on political issues, free from clerical
intimidation, and warned against the dangers of a purely Catholic party in a country like Canada.
This speech forms the basis ofLaurier's whole career. By temperament and philosophy he was a
Whig, averse alike to clericalism in politics and to any demogogic tendencies. He was a lifelong
student and admirer of English history and politics. These qualities and habits of mind he shared
with his two Liberal contemporaries in Ontario, Edward Blake and Oliver Mowat, who were at
this same time trying to wean their Ontario Grit party from the fanatical anti-Catholicism
inherited from George Brown. A Canadian Liberal Party which should transcend the differences
of race and religion in the Canadian community, which should be popular in sympathies but not
demagogic in leadership, was the aim of all three of them.
After the defeat of the Mackenzie Government in 1878, Laurier did not seem to have
much of a future. He was the official leader of the party in Quebec but he could make no
headway against clerical opponents; and at Ottawa he seemed content to remain a rather passive
chieflieutenant of Edward Blake, who in 1880 succeeded Mackenzie as leader of the Opposition.
All this changed suddenly in 1885. The surge of excitement that swept through Quebec over the
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Northwest Rebellion and the execution of Riel stirred Laurier also. At a great mass meeting in
Montreal he declared that ifhe had been living on the banks of the Saskatchewan among the
French Metis he would have shouldered his musket along with his fellows. It was many years
before his critics allowed Laurier to forget this sentence. Along with Blake, however, in
attacking the Government he tried to shift the emphasis to the constitutional gtievances of the
settlers in the West rather that to play up the role of Riel as a French nationalist martyr.
The Riel issue threatened to tear the new Canadian Dominion apart. In Quebec, Mercier,
the provincial Liberal leader, was able to exploit the feelings of his compatriots so successfully
as to win the provincial election of 1886 by foiming an alliance with the extreme tight-wing
ultramontanes, the Castors, and heading a flaming nationalist campaign. This caused
embarrassment to Lauder and Blake. When fue federal election came in 1887 they increased
their support in Quebec, but were not able to oust Macdonald from office. Lauder, however, was
slowly building up a personal following for himself by his firmness in refusing to desert
constitutional liberalism for racial nationalism, and by his courage in preaching racial
conciliation to audiences in both Ontaiio and Quebec.
After his failure in the 1887 election, Blake insisted on resigning from the Liberal
leadership. On his advice the party rather reluctantly chose Lauri er as his successor. Laurier
himself was reluctant, for he did not believe that a French Catholic would be acceptable as prime
minister to the English majotity. But, having undertaken the responsibility, he appai·ently
decided to direct public attention to a new issue as a distraction from the storms of racial attd
religious passion that were sweeping the country. He took up the cause of unrestricted
reciprocity wifu the United States. In the years immediately following 1887 the Liberal program
of opening up American markets again seemed to be winning support. But Macdonald brought
on an election at short notice in the spring of 1891 and was able to defeat the Liberals by
claiming that economic integration would eventually mean political union with the Americans
and that this was the aim of some Liberals.
A good many Liberals were, as a matter of fact, doubtful about their party policy. On the
day after the election, Blake published his West Durhain letter in which he revealed fuat he
shared Macdonald's view about the ultimate political tendency of mrrestricted reciprocity, and
criticized his party for not making clear what the political implications of their policy were. Next
year Blake left Canada to become an Irish Home Rule member of the British House of
Commons. In 1893 the Liberal Party at a great national convention quietly dropped the
unrestricted part of their reciprocity policy ai1d reverted to the general low-tariff policy that they
had followed under Blake's leadership. It was a curious irony of fate that, after this experience,
Laurier should again in 1911 bum his fingers on the reciprocity issue.
Macdonald died in 1891, and the Conservative Government went to pieces under his
successors. A new issue, stirring racial and religious passions once again, was introduced when
the Manitoba legislature abolished sepai·ate Catholic schools in fue province, attd fue federal
Government after much hesitation badly bungled its policy of trying to protect the Catholics
under Section 93 of the BNA Act. Lauder sympathized with his fellow Catholics in Manitoba
but skilfully exploited the stupidities of the Conservative coercion policy and promised that he as
head of an Ottawa government would get more concessions for the Catholics from fue Manitoba
government by "sunny ways" than could be achieved by the blunt weapon of coercion. Once in
office Lauri er did succeed in working out a compromise on religious teaching and the use of the
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French language in the Manitoba schools. His victory seemed to most observers to be a triumph
for provincial rights, which it was; but Laurier' s own stand was not quite that of provincial
rights, as he was to reveal in 1905, in dealing with the problem of Saskatchewan and Alberta
schools. His was the pragmatic policy of getting a working agreement that would not affront the
consciences of good Catholics who wanted religious teaching for their children and would at the
same time be acceptable to all those other Canadians who wanted a state-controlled and not a
denominationally controlled school system.
Laurier's victory in the 1896 election was spectacular because the whole Catholic
hierarchy had campaigned vigorously against him on the school question. Quebec supported him
as a native son regardless of clerical opposition. His new Cabinet was one of the ablest ever to
hold office in Canada. Disillusioned, presumably, by the lack of statesmanship shown by many
of his lieutenants at Ottawa during the stormy days of racial and religious strife, he brought in
provincial Liberal leaders to fill the main offices. Sifton from Manitoba became minister of the
interior and directed the great policy of mass immigration that was to be the most striking
achievement of the Liberal Government during the next 15 years. Fielding, the premier ofNova
Scotia, became minister of finance, rather than Cartwright, the doctrinaire free-trader, who had
been the chief exponent of the unrestricted reciprocity policy. Blair, the premier of New
Brunswick, became minister of railways. And Mowat, who since 1871 had given Ontario the
best provincial government in Canada and who had steadily defeated Macdonald in the courts in
all their fights over the interpretation of the federal constitution, became minister of justice.
The Laurier Government was lucky in the moment of its coming into office. By 1896 the
long decline in world priced that had set in with the depression of 1873 was coming to an end.
Rising prices made for prosperity in industrial Europe, and this led to an ever increasing demand
for Canadian foodstuffs. The result was the great wheat boom of the early l 900's. Prosperity in
Canada lessened the deep-rooted national habit of brooding on sectional grievances. The rapid
development of prairie agriculture, the growth of manufacturing and banking in the East and the
expansion of transportation and communications facilities - all helped to build up a genuine
national economy for the first time since Confederation and fostered the growth of national selfconfidence. Laurier himself popularized the bombastic statement that the 2ot1• century belonged
to Canada.
The development of the West led Laurier into one expansionist policy that was to be very
expensive for his country. This was the building after 1904 of two new transcontinental railway
lines under the control of the Grand Trunk and the Canadian Northern companies. It would have
saved many later troubles ifthe two had been compelled to unite. Railway enterprises also
brought about between the Liberal Government and ambitious business entrepreneurs that same
kind of unhealthy political alliance that earlier reformers had denounced before 1867, between
the Macdonald-Cartier Administration and the Grand Trunk, and in the 1880s between Sir J. A.
Macdonald's government and the CPR. Prosperity, while it helped to re-elect the Government
three times in succession, in 1900, 1904 and 1908, also contributed to a gradual weakening of
moral fibre in government circles at Ottawa. Before the end of the Liberal regime a good many
old-time Liberals were asking themselves just what was liberal about the Laurier Government.
Lauder's genuinely liberal policy of getting English Canadians and French Canadians to
work together in amity was seriously threatened by his own legislation in 1905 when on carving
out the two new provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta from the Northwest Territories, he set
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up separate schools for the Catholics in each. But the areas most excited over the schools issue
this time were Ontario and Quebec rather than the prairies, and this time the storm died down
quickly. After the bitterness over the Riel and the Manitoba-schools issues, this seemed to
signify that the two main communal groups in the country were at last learning the difficult art of
living together.
What finally defeated Laurier, however, was a new issue dividing English and French.
This was the question of Canada's relation to Britain and of Canadian responsibilities in Impe1ial
defence. At a conference of colonial premiers held in London in 1897, Joseph Chamberlain
suggested some closer form of Imperial unity and this initiated a long struggle between Lauder
and the Impedalists in Britain and Canada. Chamberlain accomplished nothing 1897; but two
years later, when the Boer War broke out, the self-governing colonies all sent military
contingents to form part of the B1itish forces. Lauder would have preferred not to be involved in
overseas Bdtish wars. But English Canada demanded action, and he acted. The immediate
reaction in Quebec was a revolt by Henri Bourassa, his most promising young French lieutenant.
From that moment English and French Canadians drifted further and further apart on the
question of Canada's position in the Empire.
At successive colonial conferences Lauder was able to veto all proposals for closer
Impedal integration. At the same time his Government made a gesture of some significance
when the first Fielding budget of 1897 initiated a tariff preference for Bdtish imports into
Canada. The British preference, whatever its economic effects may have been, was an inspired
political move because it pleased Liberal free-traders who saw in it a movement towards free
trade, and it undermined all Conservative charges that Laurier Liberals were not sufficiently proBritish.
By 1910 the increasing menace of German naval construction forced Lauder's hand. He
brought in a bill to set up a Canadian naval force. But Bourassa by this time had organized a
fiery nationalist movement in Quebec and denounced the Lauri er navy as a betrayal of the French
Canadians to Bdtish impedal ambitions. At the other extreme were the Conservatives who
demanded a Canadian contribution to the British Navy. Among these three policies the Canadian
people, until 1914, had failed to choose. But there was no doubt about the increasing success of
the Bourassa campaign in Quebec.
In 1911, in the course of negotiations in a tadff dispute, the Amedcan Government
unexpectedly offered to Canada a limited measure ofreciprocity. The Lauri er Government
welcomed the offer with alacrity, and when its legislation to implement the agreement was held
up in Parliament it went to the country on the question. Perhaps Lauri er' s enthusiasm for
reciprocity was partly due, as in 1887, to a desire to distract public attention from issues that
were driving French and English apart. To his surpdse he found that Canadians in prosperity
were less solicitous for entry into the American market and that they were as susceptible as ever
to emotional appeals about the danger to the British connection. In 1911 Canadians still had sore
memodes of the behaviour of the Amedcan Government in the Alaska boundary arbitration of
1903. But what defeated Lauder in the election was the extent of the inroads made by the
Bourassa nationalists into the liberal majodty in Quebec; and here the election was fought on the
naval issue rather than on reciprocity.
Back in opposition again, Lauri er opposed the Borden naval policy of contributing three
dreadnoughts to the Royal Navy; Borden's measure was defeated in a Senate to which only
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Liberal appointments had been made from 1896 to 1911. When war broke out in 1914 Laurier
gave wholehearted support to Canadian participation; he had always declared that in a major lifeand-death struggle it would be Canada's duty to stand by Britain. Unfortunately the effects of
the war was to embitter still further the relations of English and French Canadians. The French
did not enlist as readily as the English. And the situation became more inflamed when the
Bourassa nationalists in Quebec stirred up a passionate campaign against Regulation 17 of the
Ontario Department of Education, which ordered that the training of French pupils in the Ontario
schools should be carried on in the English language. When the conscription issue arose in 1917
the soreness in Quebec over "les blesses d'Ontario" and the grievance in English Canada over
the failure of Quebec to provide recruits in proportion to its population had produced a situation
in which any agreed policy was almost impossible.
Laurier in 1917 refused Borden's invitation to join in a coalition government for the
purpose of carrying conscription. At this point, however, his English Canadian followers began
to break away from him, and finally a coalition was formed that included most of the Englishspeaking Liberals. Their contention was that Canada was in the war as a principal and must be
prepared to make whatever sacrifices were necessary for victory; and they felt that Lauri er' s
rejection of conscription was dictated by his fear of losing his own province of Quebec to
Bourassa. In the tragic election of November 1917, Laurier captured 62 of the 65 Quebec seats
but he was overwhelmingly beaten in the English provinces. Never had Canadian history seen a
balance of forces at Ottawa in which French were so starkly arrayed against English - the very
situation that Lauri er had worked all his life to prevent. The career of the old Liberal leader
seemed to have ended in the bitterest kind of defeat. He retained his customary serenity in the
face of the world, but he must have felt that the cause of Canadian national unity, to which he
had devoted his whole life, had reached its lowest point.
Laurier was a great gentleman whose fine manners and instinctive courtesy did much
during his lifetime to raise the level of Canadian political discussion. His conciliatory methods
masked a firmness of character that became generally recognized only after he had been in office
for some time; and undoubtedly the continued possession of power nurtured in him a love of
power. But his gracious bearing and his dislike of personal vituperation did much to sweeten
Canadian politics.
His liberalism did not develop in his later years, as did contemporary English liberalism,
towards social democracy and the welfare state. Nor did he seem to be affected by the great
wave of progressivism that swept over American politics during his period of office. His
Government did venture into such measures of state intervention as the boards set up to regulate
railway rates and the grain trade; and he gave his young Ontario lieutenant, Mackenzie King, the
opportunity to apply some of his ideas about industry and humanity in the newly created
Department of Labour. But on the whole Canadian liberalism, in its social policies, lagged far
behind both British and American liberalism.
On the crucial issue of English-French relations within the Canadian community Laurier
stands out in the great succession of Baldwin and LaFontaine, Macdonald and Cartier, Blake and
King. All saw the fundamental necessity, if national unity was to be achieved , of building up a
bi-racial political party in which English and French would cooperate as equals and in which they
would acquire the habit of thinking first of those things that they have in common rather than of
those that divide them. To work for this end has always been the highest form that Canadian
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liberalism can take. And the rapid recovery of the Liberal party under Mackenzie King showed
that Lauri er' s work had been more successful than it seemed to be when he died in 1919.
Lauri er' s greatest achievement lay, perhaps, in the direction that his leadership of the
Canadian Government helped to give to the development of the British Empire. At the moment
his actions were mostly negative. He thwarted all schemes for turning the Empire into a closely
integrated political or economic unit. This gave time for the nationalism of the Dominions to
grow to maturity and for the Empire to develop into the loose free-and-easy association of
nation-states that we know as the Commonwealth.
On the occasion of Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee in 1897 he was created G.C.M.G
and sworn of the Imperial Privy council. In that same year he was created a Grand Officer de la
Legion D 'Honneur. In 1868 he Married Zoe, daughter of G.N.R. Lafontaine of Montreal; they
had no children. Their Ottawa home, which became the residence ofW. L. Mackenzie King,
was opened to the public in 1951 as a museum. Laurier's birthplace at St. Lin is now a national
historic site.
References. Skelton, O.D., The Life and Letters of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 2 vols., Toronto , 1921; Willison,
J.S., Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the Liberal Party, rev.ed., Toronto, 1926 and Reminiscences, Toronto, 1919;
Dafoe, J.W., Laurier, Toronto, 1922, and Clifford Sifton in Relation to His Times, Toronto, 1931;
Ruinilly, R., Histoire de la Province de Quebec, 26 vols., Montreal, 1940-52; Wade, M., T7te French
Canadians, 1760-1945, Toronto, 1955; Neatby, B., Laurier and a Liberal Quebec, unpublished PH.D
thesis, University of Toronto, 1956.
F. H. Underhill
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THE LAURIER HOUSE IN ARTHABASKA, QUEBEC

After they were married (13 May 1868), Zoe and Wilfrid Laurier lived with friends while
Laurier built up the law firm that he had started with his partner, Joseph Lavergne. In 1876, the
Laurier's first permanent home was built and they moved in that year. The house, a large two
storey red brick building, was located in Arthabaska, Quebec, a small village about a hundred
miles from Montreal. (Figure 16) Zoe Laurier, an enthusiastic gardener, had a small orchard and
a garden planted in the rear of the property. The years which the Lauriers spent in Arthabaska,
were a happy, busy time for the couple. Zoe Laurier gardened, cared for her pets, and entertained
friends and her husband's political acquaintances. Laurier was active in politics, first in the
Provincial Legislative Assembly, then in the House of Commons. Later in their lives they looked
back to their early years in Arthabaska with great fondness.
Even after the Lauriers acquired their house in Ottawa in 1897 (which later came to be
called Lauri er House), the ties to their first home in Arthabaska continued to remain strong.
Whenever the House of Commons was not in session, such as during the summer or Christmas
break, Zoe and Wilfrid Lauri er escaped from Ottawa for the peaceful solitude of their Arthabaska
home. Surrounded by old friends and neighbours, and the quiet of the farm lands and rural
countryside, they renewed their spirits and relaxed away from the intense political atmosphere of
Ottawa. 9
Today the Lauriers' house in Arthabaska, Quebec, is a historical museum. Open to the
public, it is partially restored to the time when the Lauriers lived in it and is decorated with
historic furnishings and artifacts related to its first owners. The house also serves as a regional
art gallery for local artists.

9

This pattern of residence was followed for the remainder of their lives.
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FIGURE 15
From: NA, C-28587
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Today the Lauriers' house in Arthabaska, Quebec, is a historical museum.
Open to the public, it is partially restored to the time when the Lauriers lived
in it and is decorated with historic furnishings and artifacts related to its first
owners.
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FIGURE 16
From: NA, NA C-90236

Zoe and Wilfrid Laurier and friends at the Laurier House in Arthabaska, Quebec,
nd.
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THE LAURIERS IN OTTAWA: 1887-1896

In 1887, having been in Parliament for thirteen years, Lantier became the leader of the
Liberal party. With Wilfrid's political ascendancy, he and Zoe found it necessary to spend more
time in Ottawa, so they took up residence in the elegantly furnished apartments of the Russell
House Hotel. Situated at the comer of Sparks and Elgin Streets, the Russell House one was of
the most fashionable hotels in Ottawa. 10 (Figures 17, 18) It was a preferred place of residence for
senior civil servants, Members of Parliament and prosperous businessmen. 11 (Figure 19)

In 1897, the Leslie house in Ottawa, located at 335 Theodore Street, was put up for sale. 12
Friends of Sir Wilfrid and Lady Lamier purchased the house and gave it to them. 13 The p1ice
was $9,500. A year later, William Mulock, Laurier's Postmaster-General and close friend,
decided to raise a special 'jubilee" fund for the Landers because he knew that Lauder's salary as
ptime minister and Member of Parliament was not enough to maintain a life-style and residence
appropriate for.a premier ofCanada. 14 (Figures 20, 21) Mulock was instfUillental in organizing
and finding subscribers for this fund which was raised while fue Lauriers were in London,
England at the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of Queen
Victotia's reign. The money collected was used to help with fue day to day maintenance of the
house, pay expenses and fue servants' salaries, and to clear away the Lauriers' personal debts.

10

The Russell House burnt down in the 1920s.

11

·After he and his wife moved into their new Ottawa house, Laurier continued to use the Russell's
hotel restaurant as a place for meetings, snacks and light meals.

12

Theodore Street was renamed Laurier A venue in 1904.

13

The government of Canada did not provide an official residence for the prime minister until 1950,
during the premiership of Louis St. Laurent.(1948-1957)

14

National Archives of Canada, Laurier Papers, MG 26 G, Vol. 48, William Mulock to Wilfrid
Laurier, 6 July 1897.
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FIGURE 17

From: NA, C-3777

Situated at the corner of Sparks and Elgin Streets, the Russell House one was of the
most fashionable hotels in Ottawa. It was a preferred place of residence for senior
civil servants, Members of Parliament and prosperous businessmen.
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FIGURE 18
Fl'om: City of Ottawa Archives, CA-20093

A photo of the Drawing Room of the Russell Hotel published in the 1899 publication
City of Ottawa
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FIGURE 19
From: NA, MG 26 G Vol. 1014
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FIGURE20
From: Encyclopedia Canadiana Vol 6, pp. 199-200
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Mulock, Sir William, chief justice of Ontario, 1923-36: b. Jan. 19, 1844, at Bondhead, Upper
Canada; d. in Toronto, Oct. 1, 1944. Son of Thomas Homan Mulock, M.D., a native of King's
county, Ireland, and Mary, daughter of John Cawthra, a member of the Upper Canada legislature.
Educated at the University of Toronto (B.A., 1863; M.A., 1871); called to the Ontario bar, 1868
(Q.C .., 1890). Practiced law in Toronto, entered politics as a Liberal and represented North
York in the Canadian House of Commons, 1882-1905. On the formation of(Sir) Wilfrid
Lauri er' s "ministry of all the talents" in 1896, he was appointed postmaster general. Jn 1898 he
introduced a two-cent postage rate from Canada to all parts of the British Empire; at a
convention held later that year, penny postage, at his suggestion, was adopted within the empire.
He was active in negotiations leading to the laying of the Pacific cable in 1902 to complete the
"all-red line" of empire communications. He held his portfolio until 1905, serving also as
Canada's first Minister of Labour, 1900-1905. Jn organizing this department he introduced W.
L. Mackenzie King to public life as his deputy minister. Appointed chief justice of the
Exchequer Court of Ontario, 1905; of the Court of Appeal, 1923; retired, 1936. A senator of the
University of Toronto from 1873, he served as vice-chancellor, 1881-1900; and chancellor,
1924-44. Created K.C.M.G., 1902; Imperial privy councillor, 1925. A legendary figure in his
own lifetime, he retained in his hundredth year an amazing possession of his faculties. There are
portraits, by J. W. L. Forster and by Curtis Williamson, in the University of Toronto and
Osgoode Hall. Jn 1870, married Sarah Crowther; they had two sons and two daughters. His
grandson William also became postmaster general. See Loudon, W. J., Sir William Mulock,
Toronto, 1932; Wallace, W. S., A History of the University of Toronto, Toronto, 1927.
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FIGURE21
From: NA, MG 26 G Vol 48 William Mulock to Wilfrid Laurier 6 July 1897

Toronto 6 June 97
My Dear Laurier
I take advantage of a quiet Sunday in my own library to return to a matter about which I have
twice before spoken to you namely the raising of a fund with which to provide and income for yourself
and Madame Laurier. Possibly the present is as favorable an occasion as will arise in the course of your
public life for the success of such a movement. A man's friend are much more numerous and
pronounced as a rule in the house of his prosperity than at any other time.

There appears to me nothing per se objectionable in the giving of testimonials to public men.
The only criticism which I remember having been directed against Sir John's was that it was partly
contributed by Railways & contractors & notwithstanding this objectionable feature I am not aware that
he suffered from such criticism. Perhaps the country may have been the loser, but the old regime is
gone. In your case it seems to me that the raising of a Jubilee Fund (it might be called) in your absence
in an open way, as a free will offering from admirers and personal friends would be absolutely free from
just criticisms. When on a recent occasion you spoke against accepting a title, you referred to your
circumstances as a reason for refusing. I am certain that your friends would regret it if for such reason
you were compelled to forego one of the much coveted prizes of public life. Please pardon my thus
intruding on your time. If you see your way to consenting to the raising of a fund, & to your collegues
being so informed I will have great pleasure in organizing the movement.
One other matter - Would it not be a good thing to have it arranged in advance that your visit to
Paris should be made an occasion of some importance? Also to have it well written up for the Press
especially the Canadian? The effect, I think, would be good in Canada - especially your native province.
With kind regards to Madame Laurier
lam
Yours sincerely
W.M.Mulock
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THE LAURIERS IN OTTAWA: 1897-1921
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fu the fall of 1897, when Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier returned home to Canada after the
Diamond Jubilee celebrations in England and after visiting France and the Vatican, they moved
into their new home in Ottawa. 15 A brief statement in the journal, Saturday Night, announced
that, "Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier are settled in their new house on Theodore Street, which is
now quite complete and handsomely decorated and furnished. "16 The house referred in this
notice was to be the Lauriers' residence in Ottawa from 1897 to 1921, a period of almost
twenty-five years.
Unfortunately, almost no documentary evidence has survived to tell us about structural
changes and interior renovations made before the Lauriers moved into their new house. All we
know is that some renovations apparently were made. An obituary for John Leslie dated the 19th
of November 1895 noted that, "During the last month extensive improvements have been made
on his property... " 17 There are no architectural drawings or documents to tell us what these
"improvements" were or what the floor plan of the house was like during the Leslie period. The
only floor plan which exists from the time of the Lauriers' residency is one from 1911, drawn up
by the Ottawa architect, W. E. Noffke. This document records the lay-out of the ground floor
and second floor of the house and provides some limited information about room use. (Figures
22, 23)
Like new home owners today, the Lauriers found it necessary to buy new furniture and
furnishings. A month after they had been living at Lamier House, new carpets were laid
extensively throughout the house and new drapes were hung. (Figure 24) fu the Laurier Papers
at the National Archives of Canada, receipts from 1897 also record the purchase of wardrobes,
dressing cases, a rocking chair, miscellaneous chairs, a mahogany table, a desk, a "what-not"
stand, a music portfolio, new mattresses, and two bedroom sets, one of cherry wood and one of
mahogany. (Figure 25)
After they had been living in Ottawa for a few years, the Lauriers made a number of
changes to their house and to the grounds around it. Around 1900, the old, wooden, front steps
from the Leslie period were replaced with cement steps. Zoe Laurier, with her love for flowers,
was probably the one responsible for the large, fancy, petunia-filled flower pots which in
historical photographs can be seen sitting at the base of the front steps. These flower pots were a
regular feature at the front of the house during the period of the Laurier residency. Another
change which the Lamiers made during their time at Laurier House, was the lengthening of the
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Queen Victoria) in a special ceremony during the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, made Laurier a
George

Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St.

16

Saturday Night, 2 October 1897.

17

Ottawa Daily Free Press, 19 November 1895.
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front verandah. The verandah (which had originally been added to the front of the house c.1895)
was extended along the west half of the front of the house and around the west comer sometime
around 1913. The Lauriers also added decorative iron cresting added to the roof. This cresting
can be seen in a photograph from 1901. (Figure 26) Roof cresting was an architectural feature
that was very popular at the time. The original cresting was replaced with new cresting in 1909.
(Figure 27) By the autumn of 1902, the white picket fence from the Leslie period had been
removed and a wrought iron fence running diagonally from the verandah to the south-west
comer of the front of the lawn was set in place. (Figure 28) Other changes to the grounds
included the putting up of a flag po le on the front of the property. Landscape features which they
inherited from the Leslie period included Virginia Creepers and several large Sugar Maples. 18
The Lauriers also made structural changes to the interior of the house while they were
living in it. Ottawa fire insurance plans which record the built structures existing on city
property, show an addition to the north wing of the house made sometime between 1901 and
1912. (Figures 29, 30) Floor plans drawn up in 1911 show this ground floor room as a servants'
dining room and the second floor room as a bedroom.

18

Sandra Parsons, Landscaping for Laurier House (Ottawa: 1982), pp. 3-4.
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FIGURE22

From: NA, NMC 54593

As found drawing of the ground floor, 1911, by Ottawa architect W.E. Noffke.
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FIGURE23
From: NA, NMC 54594
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As found drawing of the second floor, 1911, by Ottawa architect W.E. Noffke.
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FIGURE24
From: NA, MG 26 G Vol. 1012

A month after the Lauriers' moved into Laurier House, new
carpets were laid extensively throughout the house and new
drapes were hung.
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FIGURE25
From: NA, MG 26 G Vol. 1012
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This receipt from 1897 records the purchase of wardrobes, dressing cases, a rocking
chair, miscellaneous chairs, a mahogany table, a desk, a "what-not" stand, a music
portfolio, new mattresses, and two bedroom sets, one of cherry wood and one of
mahogany.
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FIGURE26

From: NA, PA 28196

Around 1900, the old, wooden, front steps from the Leslie period were replaced
with cement steps. The Lauriers also added decorative iron cresting added to the
roof which can be seen in this photograph from 1901.
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FIGURE27
From: NA, MG 26 G, Vol. 1021
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The original decorative iron roof cresting was replaced with new cresting in 1909.
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FIGURE28
From: NA, PA 8979
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Zoe Laurier, with her love for flowers, was probably the one responsible for the
large, fancy, petunia-filled flower pots which, in this 1902 photograph, can be
seen sitting at the base of the front steps. These flower pots were a regular
feature at the front of the house during the period of the Laurier residency.
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FIGURE29
From: NA, NMC 13793
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FIGURE JO
From: NA, NMC 9882

The addition to the north wing of
the house was made sometime
between 1901 and 1912, as shown
by a comparison of Figure 29 and
this 1912 Ottawa fire insurance
plan.
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WILFRID AND ZOE LAURIER
Introduction

It is difficult to get a full and accurate understanding of who Zoe and Wilfrid Lauri er
were as individual personalities. The Lauriers' biographers describe their personalities in such
glowing and heroic terms that sometimes appear almost too perfect. Unlike the biographies of
famous people that are written today, biographies written in the past did not tell their readership
about the "negative" traits, "bad" habits, and quirks of the famous people of whom they were
writing. Fortunately, the careful reading of late nineteenth century and early twentieth century
sources can give us at least a sense of who Zoe and Wilfrid Laurier were as people.
The Marriage

The circumstances of the marriage of Mme. Zoe Lafontaine and Wilfrid Laurier in 1868,
were colourful and romantic. The two young people first met and then fell in love in the
Montreal home of a mutual older friend, Dr. Seraphin Gauthier. Laurier, a law student at
McGill, was boarding with the Gauthiers when he first met Zoe Lafontaine who was also living
with the same family. The relationship slowly blossomed bnt seemed doomed when in 1866,
Laurier moved from Montreal to the rural village of Arthabaska in the hope of finding a healthier
climate. He was prone to breathing problems and had "weak" lungs. Because both his sister and
mother had died of tuberculosis, Laurier came to the conclusion that he would suffer the same
fate and that an early death was likely. Having decided that marriage to Zoe Lafontaine was
impossible, Laurier gradually began to cool the relationship with her. His visits and letters to her
gradually became less frequent. After two years of on and off correspondence, Zoe decided that
Wilfrid had indeed lost interest in her. She became engaged to a young doctor, Pierre Valois. A
double wedding in May of 1868 with her close friend Emma Gauthier was arranged. On May
12, 1868, the day before Zoe was to wed, Wilfrid Laurier received a cryptic telegram from
Montreal saying, "COME AT ONCE. AMATTER OF URGENT IMPORTANCE". Upon
arriving in Montreal, Dr. Gauthier gave Laurier a physical examination and told the young man
that he did not have tuberculosis, but chronic bronchitis - which he would not die from! Dr.
Gauthier then told Lauri er the reason for the telegram - that Zoe was still in love with him and
did not really want to marry Valois. Even though he had decided that the best thing for them
was to end the relationship, Wilfrid had never stopped loving Zoe. The young couple were
brought together in the Gauthiers' library and confessed their love for one another. That evening
they were married.
Wilfrid and Zoe Laurier were devoted marriage partners. They shared many common
interests. Both liked music and had a fondness for birds and nature. 19 Both of them were also

19

Laurier1s fondness for trees and nature, as well as a desire to make Ottawa a fitting nation's capital
with scenic beauty, motivated him to set up the Ottawa Improvement Commission in 1899.
Today, it is known as the National Capital Commission.
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"home bodies" and preferred the domestic activities of home life. Like Zoe, Wilfrid Laurier
loved having visitors and company come to their home. According to Heather Robertson, in her
book on the prime ministers of Canada and their wives : "Wilfrid was the student, the
intellectual, his nose always buried in a book; Zoe cared nothing for books. Her interests were in
people, affaires, maniages, deaths, scandals, cooking, children, chatity. Wilfrid was radical,
liberal, anti-clerical, Zoe straightforward and self-disciplined. 1120
In May of 1918, Wilfrid and Zoe Laurier celebrated their golden wedding anniversary.
(Figures 31, 32.) Their friends wanted a great celebration so that they could show their affection
and admiration. Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier asked them to do nothing of the sort. To celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary, they renewed their marriage vows. On the occasion of their
golden wedding anniversary, Laurier referred to his wife as 11 a help to me, an inspiration and a
comfort, a good soldier alike in prosperity and adversity... 1121 Scarcely a year later, on the 18th
of February, 1919, Wilfrid Laurier died after having a series of strokes. (Figures 33, 34, 35, 36,
37) His last words were 11 C'est fini. "(Figure 38) Zoe Laurier's devotion to her husband
continued after his death. Every day, she drove out to Notre Dame Cemetery where the remains
of her husband were buried. When Zoe passed away two years later, she died in November, the
month her husband was born. (Figure 39) One of her last sentences was, 11 I am going to meet
him again. "22

ZoeLaurier
Sadly, there is very little biographical information that has survived which might allow us
to fully "reconstruct" Zoe Lamier's personality. At the time when she lived, it was not the
practice to document and record the private and domestic lives of women, even if they were the
wives of important men. Information about her must be gathered from obituaries, anecdotal
material published when she was alive, and modem sources. From the information that has
survived, it appears that she had an endearing down-to-earth personality. Zoe Laurier was
friendly, talkative and cheerful, "a bonne femme who bossed her husband around and felt happy
in her own domestic world. She had no intellectual pretensions, but she played the piano well,
which Lauri er enjoyed ... "23 Zoe Laurier was as popular with the public as her husband. In the
words of one biographer, writing in 1903, "the secret of Lady Laurier's success lies in her
unaffected grace and charm of manner, there being not the slightest pretense or taint of
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Heather Robertson, More than a Rose- Prime Ministers, Wives and Other Women (Toronto:
McClelland & Bantam Inc., 1991) p. 118.
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Montreal Herald and Daily Telegraph, 17 Februaiy 1919.

22

Montreal Standard, 20 February 1937.
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H. Robertson, p. 150.
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affectation about her." 24 (Figure 40, 41)
At the Lauriers' home in Arthabaska, Quebec, and in Ottawa, Zoe Laurier likely assumed
many of the traditional roles of a chatelaine. She probably kept close supervision of the
activities within the domestic sphere including the cooking, the cleaning, and the work of the
domestic servants whom she employed. She came from a middle class background that was
cultured but impoverished. The circumstances of her own life before she was married had forced
her to acquire practical domestic skills and to support herselffinancially. 25 In an interview, Zoe
Laurier's niece, Pauline Harvey-Laurier, remembered that her aunt was an accomplished cook. 26
As chatelaine of the Laurier household, she appears to have been responsible for keeping
household accounts and paying the bills. In the Laurier Papers at the National Archives of
Canada, a large number of the invoices, bills and receipts for goods and services are made out to
her. As chatelaine, she was also responsible for entertaining her husband's friends and political
associates.
As well as being in charge of domestic affairs, Zoe took special charge of her husband's
comfort and well-being. She constantly monitored his health and the strain that his activities had
upon him. She knew of his semi-invalid condition as a child and a youth. She guarded him as
best she could against the chronic bronchitis which constantly bothered him. When Wilfrid was
travelling Zoe always insisted that he take his own blankets and sheets because she was
concerned about the "possibility ofun-aired bedding ... bringing back a recurrence of his old
trouble. "27 Zoe Laurier's devotion to her husband was matched by his feelings towards her.
Whenever Wilfrid traveled he bought Zoe a gift such as a ring or brooch because he kuew how
fond she was of jewellery. He loved a quiet joke, and enjoyed gently teasing his wife to whom
he was "utterly devoted". 28
Zoe Laurier not only performed the traditional roles of a chatelaine, but also acted as a
political advisor to her husband. Apparently she was a frequent participant in the political
conversations which took place in their home. According to the recent work of one modem
biographer, Zoe Lauri er had an appetite for the exercise of power and of patronage. 29 Although
she did not have any extensive formal education, she was by nature inquisitive and intelligent.

Henry James Morgan, Types of Canadian Women Who Are Or Have Been Connected With
Canada, Volwne I(Toronto: William Briggs, 1903), p. 195.
25

Early in her childhood, Zoe's father had abandoned her and her mother. Both she and her mother

turned to teaching piano music as a means of economic support.
26

Pauline Harvey-Laurier, Interview, 8 October 1976.

27

Montreal Standard, 20 February 1937.
Ibid.
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Sandra Gwyn, The Private Capital (Toronto : McClelland & Stewart, 1985), p. 269.
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She made a point of knowing the background and sources of political intrigue in the capital. Zoe
was a fierce supporter of the Liberal party. She was "a good soldier" who shared in her
husband's victories as well as his defeats. After her death a memorial article on in an Ottawa
newspaper noted that,"Sir Wilfrid once said his political battle was half won when he married his
wife".30
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Zoe Laurier's personality and her own experience with poverty made her generous to
those in need. Involvement in philanthropic organizations and social and moral reform societies,
was common for middle and upper class women in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century. Zoe Laurier took more than a superficial interest in the welfare of the poor and
unfortunate in the city of Ottawa. She was an active and sympathetic patron of a wide variety of
charities and organizations ranging from the Sons of Scotland to the Salvation Army Rescue
Home. She was vice-president of the Local Council of Women and the vice-president of the
National Council of Women and president of the Canadian Innnigration Guild. In the Laurier
Papers, lists of monthly household accounts and expenditures frequently record the names of
individuals to whom Zoe gave money. Wilfrid Laurier jokingly called his wife his "Minister of
Public Charity." 31 (Figure42) Her many small kindnesses and generosity made her well loved.
When she died in 1921, the country felt a deep and genuine loss.

Wilfrid Laurier
In power and out, Laurier was admired and widely respected. (Figure 43) During his life,
and after his death, he was recognized as one of the "great men" of Canada. As a politician,
"Oratory, political strategy and conciliation were his most conspicuous qualities. "32 As a
personality, one of his most striking attributes was his charisma. He drew people to him and
had the ability to both charm and disarm. "His great strength as a leader lay in his personal
charm and manner." 33 Augustus Bridle, writing about Laurier's popularity, described him in the
following way: "(He) swung in a great romantic orbit of political sentiment...We never had a
statesman who could smile so potently. Never one with such mellifluous music in voice, such
easy grace in his style, such a cardinal's hauteur when he wanted to be alone and such a
fascinating urbanity when he wanted to impress a company, a caucus or a crowd. The Romanist
whom Orangemen admired, the Frenchman who made an intellectual hobby of British
democracy, the poetic statesman who read Dickens and re-read in two languages Uncle Tom's
Cabin and sometimes played the flute, and the Premier of a bilingual country who had a passion
for the study of the war which emancipated the negro, was the kaleidoscopic enigma of Canadian
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Ottawa Evening Journal, 1 November 1921.
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Toronto Globe and Mail, 20 November 1941.

33

Peter McArthur, Sir Wilfrid Laurier (Toronto: J.M.Dent & Sons Ltd., 1919), p. 47.
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political life ... Laurier was nearly all things to all men. "34
Laurier's widespread popularity was the natural result of a gregarious and friendly
personality. (Figure 44) During his life time he was known for his "sunny ways". He seemed to
have the kind of personality which misfortune and adversity was unable to touch. Laurier had
political opponents, but no personal enemies. One writer, describing him in 1894 noted that,
"He is so constituted as to make it almost impossible that he should have a personal enemy,
while his winning disposition secures him hosts of personal friends and multitudes of
admirers." 35 It was "a rare thing to hear a bitter word or a disagreeable remark made concerning
the Liberal Leader. "36 Laurier was a man with "a kind heart, chivalrous instincts, unfailing
politeness and of a lovable nature. "37
The figure that Laurier presented to the public was that of a leader and statesman. He
was dignified, sophisticated and courtly without being pompous or pretentious. He had a smooth
and polished "stage presence" and was able to present himself to the best advantage. Laurier was
tall, with a youthful and sensitive face that gave him the look of a poet. (Figure 45) He was a
slightly thin, good looking man with a "striking appearance. "38 His style, dress, mannerisms,
posture, and voice combined to create a dramatic and effective impression which appealed to
Canadians from all walks oflife.
Laurier's clothing was always well made and elegant. From manuscripts in the Laurier
Papers at the National Archives of Canada, it appears that he purchased most of his clothing
from local merchants and tailors. As a rule, he wore a black frock coat with a vest, a straight
high collar, and exceptionally full, broad ties. The creases of his trousers were always razor
sharp and he typically wore elastic sided boots. (Figure 46) One of his habits was to wear a
cravat pin in the shape of a lucky horseshoe. This pin had been given to him by a landlady while
he was studying law at McGill. Another of his habits was to not wear a chain on his watch, as
was the common practice of the time. 39
Despite the fact that English was not his first language, Laurier was a renowned and
admired English orator. An eloquent speaker in both French and English, he could appeal to his
audiences' reason as well as their emotions. According to McArthur in his 1919 biography, this
34
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was one of the secrets ofLaurier's popularity. 40 "He had the gift of being able to charm, move
and stir. "41 When writing about his oratorical skills, newspapers of the time frequently described
him as "silver tongued" and "silver voiced". In 1897, a British newspaper, reporting on the
speeches of the various national leaders at Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
informed its readership that, "Mr. Laurier, the Premier of Canada ... one of the finest of living
speakers ... stands erect, uses no notes, never wanders, never digresses, never becomes diffuse,
never rambles ... "42 (Figure 4 7)

I

Laurier's vocabulary was broad and imaginative. He made a conscious effort to expand
his storehouse of English words and to improve his English pronunciation. In fact, when debate
or proceedings in the House of Commons was dull, it was common for him to call a page who'd
leave and then return to deposit on his desk a huge English dictionary which Laurier would
methodically work his way through word by word. While he read all the major daily newspapers
of the time, he rarely read anything other than the dictionary in the House of Commons. Lauri er
had a love for English poetiy, Scottish songs and folk tales, and the King James version of the
Bible. He was first introduced to English language and culture when he was eleven years old
and his father sent him to the Scottish settlement of New Glasgow. In New Glasgow, he boarded
first with an Irish Roman Catholic family, and then later with a Presbyterian family of Scotch
descent who were friends of his father. (Figure 48) That one year in his life left an indelible
impression upon the young Laurier's mind. It was during this time that he also acquired a
life-long fondness and respect for the Scotch and Presbyterians. During his year with the Scotch
family Laurier also acquired the taste for eating oatmeal in the "true Scottish fashion - with
salt. u43
In his speeches, Laurier was skillful in the use of historical illustrations. He was widely
read in American, British and French history. Bookstore receipts in the Laurier Papers also
document his interest in the history of ancient Greece and Rome. Laurier's speeches frequently
contained Biblical images and quotations. He delivered his speeches without notes and rarely
used a written text. He loved to use the "old-fashioned" word "Grit" when speaking of Liberals
or the Liberal party. While in debate in the House of Commons, and ifthe occasion demanded,
he had "an incisive and delicate satire" and could be "severely and unpityingly caustic" .44 When
he gave speeches he pointed with the extended index finger of his outstretched right hand. The
degree to which this finger was crooked indicated anger, frustration, amusement or accusation.
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FIGURE31

From: Montreal Herald & Daily Telegram February 17, 1919
GOLDEN WEDDING QUIET EVENT AT OTTAWA LAST MAY
Letters and Telegrams of Congratulation From All Parts of Canada
On May 18, 1918, Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Lady Laurier celebrated the fiftieth am1iversary of a
happy married life. The veteran leader spent it attending to affairs of State in the House of Commons.
Lady Laurier celebrated it at her home on Laurier Avenue. Neither desired that there should be any
ostentation. Both deprecated at the time of stress any material evidence of the feeling followers and
friends upon the auspicious occasion. Nevertheless that feeling could not be suppressed and during the
day the distinguished couple were the recipients of messages from all parts of the Dominion of tokens of
regard and esteem from friend and political foe alike of congratulations and good wishes from every
quarter of the compass.
The Liberal chief was one of the first in the House, when the summons bell rang at 11 o'clock
and he took his seat and proceeded to busy himself in the question before the House as though he were
celebrating not the fiftieth anniversary of his wedding, but the fiftieth anniversary of his birth. Hand
clasps and hearty greetings were extended to him from men in every part of the chamber.
THEIR EXCELLENCIES' VISIT
The first visitors at his home were their Excellencies the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire.
They presented to the "bride and groom" their photos in a handsome frame with the Cavendish crest in
gold at the top. This veteran Canadian statesman has always been a most valued adviser of those at
Rideau Hall, whether in power or in the Opposition.
From his followers in the Commons and the Senate, Sir Wilfrid received a handsome golden
salver. There was no formal demonstration connected with the presentation, for Sir Wilfrid willed that
there should not be. In fact he did not desire that there should be any presentation at all.
A more humble, but nonetheless heartfelt tribute was that paid by the members of the
parliamentary press gallery, every man of whom counts Sir Wilfrid "friend". Sir Wilfrid was back at the
House at halfpast two in the afternoon and found waiting for him a deputation of the press men. In the
course ofa brief address, the President, Mr. Charles Bishop, tendered the congratulations of the gallery
to Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier. Mr. Thomas King endorsed the sentiment of the president and
presented Sir Wilfrid with a bouquet of fifty red roses, as a token of their regard.
"In all the province", he declared, "you will live, Sir, in the hearts of the people."

ms TYPICAL ADVICE
Sir Wilfrid's reply was typical. The advice that this veteran statesmen had to tender to the
members of the gallery was that every man of them take to himself a wife.
"Gentlemen I have had that blessing for these fifty years. My wife had been a help to me, an
inspiration and a comfort, a good soldier alike in prosperity and adversity, probably greater in the latter
than in the former.
Those of you who are not married get married and I wish you all the joy whjch every one of my
fifty years of married life has brought to me''.
In conclusion he said "we all have our duty to perform. We may not all think alike, but let us do
that duty as each of us conceived it to be right."

50

On Sunday May 12 at the Sacred Heart church a procession of young maidens dressed in white
and with miniature maniage veils on their heads presented Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier with a huge
basket of roses.
As the distinguished couple preceded down the aisle at the close of the service the organ peeled
out the Wedding march and many were the wet eyes among the congregation and many were the
whispered blessings upon the happy maniage.
MONTREAL'S GREETING
On the morning of May 13 Mayor Martin sent a letter of congratulations to Sir Wilfrid and Lady
Laurier. His letter reads
"In my own name and in the name of the citizens of Montreal I offer you as well as your
venerable companion Lady Lauri er the warmest congratulations on the occasion of your 50 years
ofmaniage, I hope God will give you many more years oflife to enjoy the happiness you have
so well merited. That is the wish we all hold in our hearts."
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FIGURE32

From: NA, C-1964

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Lady Zoe Laurier on their fiftieth
wedding anniversary.
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FIGURE33
From: Montreal Herald & Daily Telegraph February 17, 1919
TRIBUTE TO FALLEN LEADER WHO PLAYED GREAT PART IN DAY
(By the late Louis Freshette, .C.M. Ltt. D. Ltt F.R.S.C)
Sir Wilfrid Lauri er is a gentleman who not only commands a considerable degree of prestige in
his own country, but also has acquired a high reputation abroad. His eloquence, his ability, his exquisite
social qualities and above all his unblemished personal character as a public man, have made him
prominent among the statesmen of the day. In every respect he ranks inferior to none of them. So his
friends are proud to say and so most of his political opponents - for he has no personal enemies certainly think. Let us briefly trace the remarkable career of this gifted contemporary who since the
month of June 1894 has played such an important part in the destinies of our country.
Wilfrid Laurier was born on the 19'h of November 1841 at St. Lin, county ofL'Assomption, in
the province of Quebec. His father was M. Carolus Lauri er, a land surveyor by profession, a gentleman
of limited means. He took his course at the nearest college - that ofL'Assomption. In 1869 we find him
in Montreal on the benches of McGill and pouring over the pandects and the Coutume de Paris in the law
chambers of the late Rudolphe Laflamme, who was afterwards his colleague as Minister of Justice in the
Mackenzie Cabinet. Having been called to the bar in 1864 he practiced his profession for two years in
partnership with the noted Mederic Lanctot, that hot-headed and impetuous journalist and public
speaker, who at the time of the Confederation scheme, enjoyed a noisy popularity which was destined to
change soon afterwards into a sad and undignified obscurity. The feverish restlessness of his
surroundings at the time were by no means congenial to Laurier's calm and methodical temperament and
this may have been one of the reasons which induced him to leave Montreal. In 1867 the death of Eric
Dorion had just occurred and his defricheur that popular journal which so valiantly fought the battles of
the Liberal Party in the Eastern Townships was also on the point of ending its career. Lancot's young
partner started for L' Assomption there to take up the pen which had fallen forever from the grasp of the
unswerving democrat who had hitherto wielded it with such effect.
Soon enough however the young journalist felt that his talents demanded a different arena and
he decided to again seek his fortune at the Bar. The Eastern Townships were then making rapid strides
along the path of progress and prosperity and the future statesman settled at St. Christophe - now
Arthabaskaville - and it was not long before his reputation as a lawyer spread far and wide in the
district.
His marked oratorical powers, his business· integrity, and his pleasant and kindly disposition won
him a universal popularity. So much so that in the provincial election of 1871 the united counties of
Drummond and Arthabaska returned him as their representative in the Quebec Legislative Assembly by
an overwhelming majority. His debut before the House produced a sensation. Who could be this young
politician, not yet thirty years of age, who thus in a maiden speech, handled the deepest public questions
with such boldness and authority. Where had this new orator come - so fluent, so cultivated and
charming- who awed even his adversaries into respect by language so polished, so elevated in tone, so
strong and yet so moderate even in the heat of discussion.
On the following day the name ofLaurier was on every lip. From this initial point of his stirring
career the future Prime Minister proceeded on master-strikes. Thus, as the resounding triumph of his
debut in the Legislative Assembly of Quebec had placed him in the highest rank among the most brilliant
French orators of his province, that which marked his entrance into the House of Commons in 1874
carried him at one bound to the distinction of being one of the chief English-speaking debaters of the
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Dominion. The occasion was a solemn one, and never to be forgotten by any who were present. The
subject before the House was the expulsion of Louis Riel the rebel of the North West; who though under
accusation for the murder of Thomas Scott and a fugitive from justice had just been elected member for
Provencher. The question was a burning one, and the public mind was greatly inflamed over it. It
required in very truth a master of eloquence to take the case in hand and thread his way without falling or
stumbling among the masses and mazes of prejudice which rose up around the Melis chief. The debate,
which was violent and heated, had been going on for two days when at last Laurier took the floor. He
was known to be eloquent. He had already addressed the House in his own tongue at the opening of the
speeches.
No one dreamed, however, that he would risk his reputation by attempting a speech in English
under such hazardous circumstances. Great as was the general surprise, the revelation was greater. In
the belief of many who heard him that day, no orator-unless indeed it be himself-has since achieved a
like success in any of our deliberative assemblies. As in the elegance and academic language of which
he is as thorough a master, the brilliant speaker entered calmly into the heart of his subject, a great
silence spread itself through the chamber and the English members listened in amazement to this
charmer who wielded their own language with such grace, and who dealt them such cold home-truths, in
a tone that they could not resist applauding. Astonished glances were exchanged on every side.
Laurier kept his whole audience hanging upon his lips for over an hour. Not for a single moment
did his eloquence fail him. He expounded the doctrines and elucidated the principals of legal and
constitutional right with the ease of a parliamentary veteran and the precision of a practiced dialectician.
He grouped his facts so skillfully, adduced his proofs and authorities with such cumulative force, reared
his arguments one upon the foundation of another with such quick, inescapable logic, that his
conclusions seemed to flash out of their own accord unfolded but irresistible.
Every part of his speech, moreover, was linked to the rest in admirably reasoned sequence and
the oration from beginning to end flowed freely without hesitation, without a moments groping for words
and at the same time with never one useless sentence, with never one superfluous syllable. No less was
the manner of its delivery, the resounding and vibrating voices, the wealth and variety of intonation, the
chaste simplicity and appropriativeness of gesture and finally the attitude of the speaker as full of natural
self command as it was of personal dignity. Everything contributed an indescribable enthusiasm. The
outburst of applause which greeted the speaker as he resumed his seat continued for fully five minutes
afterwards, while the Ministers of the Crown flocked around him, eager to offer their congratulations. It
seemed as if every one realised that a future chieftain had just proclaimed himself and asserted his right
to leadership by the Ego nominor leo that had rung through every sentence of his speech. The cause was
a lost one, of course, but Laurier had won the day, as far as he personally was concerned. From that
moment a place in the Cabinet was virtually assigned him: and he was called upon to fill it as Minister of
Inland Revenue on the retirement ofM. Cauchon who had been appointed Lieutenant Governor of
Manitoba.
Then occurred a singular mishap which furnishes a striking example of the aberrations of the
popular mind as well as the often unaccountable vicissitudes of political life. The new Minister,
although he had been returned at the previous election by a majority of over seven hundred votes over a
distinguished member of the legal profession, found himself unable to secure his re-election and was
defeated by a worthy and inoffensive village tradesman who distanced him by a majority of 31 votes.
This was one of the repulses to the Mackenzie Government from which it never recovered. Laurier
indeed returned to the Capital as the chosen representative of Quebec East but it was in vain. The
impulse had been given and the political seesaw had begun to sway. The young Minister's popularity in
the province at large was powerless to check it in any way. Nevertheless the crushing defeat which was
suffered by the Liberals did not in the least degree affect Laurier's personal influence, as may be inferred
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from the fact of his appointment a few years later to the position of leader of the party for the whole
Dominion. This was indeed a distinction which seemed in the early days beyond the dreams of the most
sanguine ambition. The fact that in the Dominion as a whole - the population of British origin
outuumber the French in the proportion of three to one - had always led to the belief that it was
impossible for a French-Canadian to attain leadership of either political party; and this, not so much on
account of the prejudices of the English members of the House as because of the natural unwillingness of
the masses to follow a chief whose nationality and creed was not that of the majority. For a political
party to select such a leader was a hazardous experiment. Not only did it demand the sacrifice of a most
important element of success, but it was not unlikely to endanger the party cause itself. This
consideration- generally paramount to all others in political matters- counted for nothing however,
against the future Premier. In spite of the fact that the Liberal party included a large group of English
members of unquestionable ability and prestige when Edward Blake was forced in 1887 by consideration
of health to hand his marshal's baton to a lieutenant, Laurier was chosen to take his pace at the head of
the phalanx without a dissentient voice. Firmly and ably did the young leader keep his footing on the
treacherous ground he had to tread. That the choice of the party was more than justified all through the
long and bitter strife which followed until the final victory was achieved was abundantly proved. After
nine years of Opposition leadership he at last won the day and in the month of June 1896 at the general
elections, the Liberal party was returned with a majority of over thirty and Wilfrid Laurier was sworn
into office as President of the Privy Council on the 9"' of July. On the 12th of the same month he
completed his task of forming an administration as follows:
Prime Minister and President of the Queen's Privy Council, the Hon. Wilfrid Laurier
Minister of Trade and Commerce, Sir Richard J. Cartwright
Secretary of State, Hon. Richard William Scott
Minister of Justice, Sir Oliver Mowat
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, Sir Louis Henry Dalton
Minister of Militia and Defence, Hon. Frederick W. Borden
Postmaster General, Hon. William Mulock
Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Sidney Fisher
Minister of Public Works, Hon Jno. Isreal Tarte
Without portfolio, Hon Richard Beal Dobell
Minister of Finance, Hon Willian Stevens Fielding
. Minister of Railways and Canals, Hon. Andrew George Wall
Without portfolio, Hon. Christopher A. Geoffries
Minister of Customs, Hon. William Patterson
Minister of Inland Reve~ue, Sir Henry de Lothiniere
In fulfilment of his promise while in Opposition, Laurier at one turned his attention to the
Manitoba School question and was appointed one of the Committee of Council to conduct negotiations
with several delegates from the Manitoba Government who were sent to Ottawa to determine on a term
of settlement. The report of the delegates and the subsequent action taken thereon by the Provincial
Government and Legislature are matters of history. The question was finally removed from the domain
of Canadian politics. The Premier met parliament in August and after obtaining from it the necessary
supplies for the fiscal year brought the session to a close. On meeting Parliament again March 30, 191 l
the Minister of Finance, Mr. Fielding, submitted a new fiscal policy for the Dominion the most
prominent feature in which was that preferential trade arrangement with Great Britain. The new tariff
met with little opposition from Parliament and was favourably treated by the people at large. In the
month of June the Premier left for England on the invitation of Her Majesty's Government to take part
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with Prime Ministers of other parts of the Empire in the celebration of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.
This was a circumstance which might have been most dangerous for any man less endowed with
keenness and versatility than Wilfrid Laurier. His reputation which had preceded him abroad; his
position as an official representative of the most important Colony of the Empire; and above all, the fact
of his being a French-Canadian by birth, by blood and by education; naturally made him the centre of
attention, exceedingly difficult to face calmly, especially by one who had crossed the Atlantic for the
first time in his life. But the test was a successful one. Not only was he equal to the task, but all his
public utterances, all his political moves, all his appearances before the curtain, increased his popularity
and contributed to making him the lion of the day.
In his first speech on landing in England, Sir Wilfrid predicted that the time was approaching
"when Canadian pride and aspiration would develop a claim to demand as a right their share in that
broader citizenship which embraces the whole Empire and whose legislative centre is the Palace of
Westminster". While on British soil Sir Wilfrid Laurier did not lose sight of the practical and material
interests of Canada. He succeeded in having the commercial treaties between Great Britain and
Germany and Belgium denounced, with a view to freeing Canada from the restraint which prevented her
from granting to Great Britain trade favors denied to the treaty posers; and for this new departure in
Imperial policy, with "the Marvelous to which it leads," the London Times declared that "Laurier's name
must live in the annals of the British Empire." As a natural consequence of all this, the most
distinguished honors were lavished upon the Canadian statesman; he was sworn of the Imperial Privy
Council and appointed a Knight of the Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. The
Universities of Oxford and of Cambridge conferred honorary degrees upon him, while the Cobden Club
admitted him to honorary membership and awarded him its gold medal, "In recognition of his
exceptional and distinguished services to the cause of international and free exchange. Proceeding to
France, he visited President Faure, at Havre, and was appointed by him Grand Officer of the Legion of
Honor. At last, after three months of absence which could only be compared to a triumphal march from
the first to the last day, he returned home to be the recipient, with Lady Laurier of an ovation, as general
and enthusiastic as even a royal victor could expect at the hands off fanatically devoted subjects.
After his return the Premier received from the Toronto University and for the Queen's
University, Kingston, the honorary degree ofLL.D. He was also elected an honorary member of the
National Liberal Club, London, England. While in Opposition, Sir Wilfrid is stated to have been
engaged during some years in writing a History of Canada from the Union of 1841, but this had not been
published. A collection of his principal speeches appeared under the editorship of M. Ulric Barthe, in
1890. In his younger days he served in the volunteers, having been Ensign in the Arthabaskaville
Infantry Company from 1869 to 1878. He was married May 13th, 1868, to Miss Lafontaine of Montreal.
As a Parliamentary leader, the Canadian Premier has been eminently successful. Thoroughly
equipped with information on many subjects; endowed with a presence of mind which made him always
ready at repartee and seldom permitted him to be caught off his guard; displaying prudence at every step,
leaving nothing to chance, charming his friends by his self-confidence and boldness; he disarmed his
opponents by his courteous fairness, no less than he confounded them by his sudden and brilliant attacks.
He was seldom guilty of a false move, and rarely permitted himself to be taken by surprise. Although he
may not have inflicted a crushing defeat upon the enemy at every encounter, nobody can boast of ever
having seen him driven from the field. It was, however, on occasions when some vital question had to be
disposed of, when the supreme and critical blow which was to decide the fate of a campaign must be
dealt, that Laurier rose to his full height of political stature and was able to spread the wings of his mind
to their fullest stretch. As an orator, Sir Wilfrid Laurier does not indulge in rounded periods and striking
metaphors which aim solely at literary effect, he does not labor to find witty phrases and sonorous
sentences; nor does he appeal often to the sentiments or passions of his audience. He deals mainly in
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good sense, fairness and logic. The truth was enough for him; the truth in all its beauty and purity
couched in language that was accurate, and scholarly, copious, and as melodious as language could be,
yet full of verile [sic] energy, which one devines [sic] rather than feels, under the nervous pungency of
an elocution which gushes out as limpid as the water from a rocky spring.
You could not listen to him for five minutes without saying to yourself: "An honest man is
speaking" -Vir bonus dicendi peritus. Alluding to his talent as a public speaker, the London Daily Mail
compared him with some of the foremost British statesmen and expressed a wish that it were possible to
place side by side with them in the Imperial Parliament.
While Lauri er was not by any means an idealogist [sic] in the narrow sense of the word, he was
said to be under the domination of one ge1minal and originative idea, which I regard as the synthises
[sic], so to speak, of an intellect as diversified in its qualities as it is free from confusion and complexity.
The dominating idea may be summed up in the phrase; "Liberalism in the service of patriotism." An
advanced patriotism and a temperate Liberalism. By an advanced patriotism must be understood one
which is broad and enlightened and dares to look the future in the face: while temperate Liberalism
means that king of Liberalism which has shaken off all the hyperbolism and utopian dreams in which socalled principals often indulge in some of the countries of Europe. Yes, Sir Wilfrid Lauri er is an
enlightened patriot; that is a patriot of his own day and own country. There did not exist, I believe, a
truer Canadian. Canada - not the province of Quebec alone - was his fatherland. It was upon Canada
alone all his hopes and thought even constantly centered. He loved his own race and was proud of it; but
he strove to develop, both in himself and others, all that was broad and lofty in that sentiment, and to
discourage any elements of narrowness and exclusiveness which is might contain.
As to his Liberalism, the formula he borrowed in to to from the chosen high-priests of English
democracy and its spirit and essence he recognized to be in the British Constitution-that Constitution
which was, to adopt his own expression, elastic enough to admit all new ideas and yet solid enough to
serve as a bridge between the institutions of the past and the aspirations of the future.
Physically, Sir Wilfrid Laurier is distinction itself, and would attract notice in the most
aristocratic gathering. He is tall, slight and elegant in figure; while he commands respectful admiration
by the dignity of his carriage as well as by a certain unaffected and probably unconscious grace, which is
the ruling characteristic of his whole personality. His whole countenance denotes peace in himself and
good will to others. In his social relations Laurier suffered no loss of prestige that distinguished him in
other spheres. His affability and hospitality under his own roof, the charm of his manner and
conversation as a guest, his generous open-handedness and open-heartedness on all occasions and to all
men, would have been sufficient to earn him a reputation in society, had his work as a statesman left
room for a rival distinction. He possesses in addition, the loftiest characteristics of strong natures and of
those whole merits have been established by fame, that of never making any feel too conscious of his
superiority. All were at ease with him. A great man in public; an amiable cavelier [sic] among the fair
sex; a genial companion among his intimate friends; his lips every [sic] ready with a laugh as frank and
hearty as his words; such is Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
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FIGURE34
From: Montreal Herald and Daily Telegram Feb 1919
Brilliant Career of the Great Liberal Chieftain
Great Career was an inspiration to all Canadian Citizens
Wilfrid Laurier made worldwide reputation as fearless leader, empire builder and friend of
common people - honored by King and Queen on his visits to London
On November 30, 1841, at St. Lin, a Quebec hamlet nestling in the shelter of the Laurentians,
there was born to Carolus Laurier and his wife, Marcelle Martineau, a son, Wilfrid Laurier. Probably
there is no one now living in the village who remembers the event. Probably no one at the time ever
imagined that across the span of years the steadily growing personality and influence of the unknown
land-surveyor's son would dominate political development as no other personality has ever done in the
life of the Dominion.
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was recognised throughout the world as the greatest of all Canadians, as the
most conspicuous statesman in Greater.Britain. For almost half a century he stood unsullied and
unshamed in the fiercest light of party politics, a pride to all Canadians. Over forty years continuous
membership in the House of Commons, after thirty-two years as leader of the Liberal party, over fifteen
of which were spent as Prime Minister of the country he was still erect of bearing, there was still the
vested fire in his words, still the same keen, virile and undisputed leadership. He became the most
dominant personality, as well as the most picturesque and most influential figure in the Dominion. Until
the end Sir Wilfrid carried the burden ofleadership which his party imposed upon him, both in victory
and defeat;. "Whether it be twenty years or ten or five" he said to his followers in the Commons
"whatever may be the length of my time is in the hands of God; but as long as God spares me, I shall
continue to give my best, however poor that may be, to the service of those principles which we all hold
so dear."
The Boy and the Young Man
Sir Wilfrid's mother died when he was but six years old. His father sent the young lad to be
educated at a school in a neighboring Scottish settlement, where he boarded for a time with storekeeper
Murray, a good Scottish Presbyterian. There the coming Premier of Canada first learned the English
language and religious tolerance, two endowments which helped to give to the man of French descent
and Roman Catholic birth, the grace and facility of expression and the breadth of vision irresistibly
appealing alike to both the great races in Canada, English and French, Catholic and Protestant.
For seven years he attended L' Assomption College, where at the age of sixteen he was
recognised as the leader of his class with a brilliant career predicted for him. In 1869, he began the study
oflaw as a student at McGill. Four years afterwards he was graduated with honors and gave the
valedictory of his class. In that valedictory- his first recorded public utterances- he gave expression to the
essential principles which have animated his whole public career. "The work of the maker and of the
student of law" he said "is to cause justice to reign"
Immediately after graduation, the young lawyer began to take an active interest in public
questions, joining a group of progressive young French-Canadians, assisting in the editing of a weekly
paper and taking part in debates on public questions of the moment. The young barrister went to
Arthabaskaville to practice his profession. In 1868 he married Mme. Zoe Lafontaine of Montreal, in
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who he has found, during all the succeeding years a true and loyal helpmate. Their married life,
although unblessed with children, was an ideally happy one. In 1871 he was elected to the Quebec
Legislative Assembly for Drummond and Arthabasca by a majority of over one thousand. At Quebec he
made an immediate impression. Three years later, came promotion to the Federal arena. He was was
(sic] elected to the Commons. In 1874 had seconded the address in reply to the speech from the throne at
the opening of the new Parliament. The Commoners of that day at once recognised that a new star had
arisen on the horizon. In October 1877, he was called to the Government in the Mackenzie
Administration and was sworn in as Minister of Inland Revenue. Thus for close upon forty years Sir
Wilfrid was a member of the Privy Council. In 1878, he was elected to the Commons for Quebec East
and since then he continuously represented that riding in the House.
Liberal Leader for Thirty-two Years
In 1897, sixteen years after entering Parliament, he was chosen leader of the Liberal party when
Hon. Edward Blake laid down the mantle and recommended the brilliant young lieutenant from Quebec
as his successor. The new leader took up the burden with diffidence and perhaps with some misgivings
on the part of many Liberal as to the wisdom of choosing a party leader from the Province of Quebec.
These misgivings were speedily allayed. The wisdom of the choice was vindicated from the first and for
the ensuing years it was unquestioned. As leader of the party he issued the call for the Dominion Liberal
Convention which met at Ottawa in 1893 and laid down the fundamental principles of Liberal policy on
which the Liberal victory of June 23'd 1894 was won. On July 13th, 1896 Premier Laurier fmmed the
"Ministry of all talents".
With that Government was inaugurated a new era of Canadian prosperity and development. Of
the fifteen years of the Laurier administration little need be said here. A new Canada came into being.
National trade and prosperity grew steadily as never before. hnmigration increased tenfold. National
revenues outgrew national expenditures and the per capita debt went steadily down, national unity and
harmony among the various elements of the Canadian population found expression in a new national
pride and a new national spirit. The British Preference, granted first in 1897 and increased in 1906,
created and developed a new hnperial sentiment based on mutual advantage and mutual good-will. The
construction of the national Transcontinental Railway built practically out of Liberal surpluses, rolled
back the map of Canada 400 miles. With the growth of the national self-consciousness and pride, there
was a corresponding growth of hnperial patriotism, based on local autonomy with common co-operation,
common needs and common aspirations for the security, welfare and unity of the whole Empire. As the
London Time expressed it: "Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the French Roman Catholic Premier of a self-governing
federation in which British Protestants are in the majority, has expressed more faithfully and more truly
that any statesman who has spoken yet, the temper of the new imperial patriotism fostered into selfconsciousness by the South African War."
These are but a few of the outstanding achievements of the Laurier administration. Behind
every influence and result of that administration was the controlling and guiding hand of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier. More willing assent to that statement than his late Cabinet colleagues and his followers in
Parliament who know best the difficulties he had to surmount, the divergent influences he had to
reconcile, the tactful generalship he had to exercise and the firm and farsighted leadership he had always
to exert.
In Office or out, the Greatest Canadian
His Government was defeated on September 221, 1911, on an issue of Sir Wilfrid's own
choosing- an issue to which Liberals and Conservatives were alike pledged when he came into power
and an issue finn-based on the fundamentals of Liberal policy and on democratic principles of economic
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justice and equal freedom to all classes of the community matters of trade and in matters of education,
religion and responsible government. Vindication of the character and aims and result of a statement
never followed a defeat more quickly.
It was no vain boast of Liberals to say that Sir Wilfrid Laurier never stood higher in the
estimation of his country and never possessed the confidences of all in a greater extent than he did
during the trying year of war. No more splendid appeals to true patriotism were made in the British
Empire than the noble words of Canada's supreme orator. The quivers of party antagonism emptied all
their shafts against him. Time but proved the high sincerity of his purposed, the consistency of his
political principles, the integrity of his public and private life, the farsighted vision of his statesmanship,
the democracy of his Liberalism, the courage and faith of his Canadianism and the sanity of his
hnperialism. In office or out of it, he was still "the greatest Canadian" increasingly beloved of his
political friends and increasingly respected by his opponents.
The Elixir of Youth
And in the end he was seen "the greatest fighter of them all." Forty years of strenuous public
life brought no slackening in the vigor of mind or energy, nor an discouragement as to the ultimate
triumph of the principles for which he stood. There is an elixir of perpetual youth in a good cause and in
a good fight. That elixir was in the veins of the "Old Chief', leading his party with all his old-time
courage and inspiration. "I have endeavoured to met success without elation and reverse without
discouragement" he said to his followers in Parliament in acknowledging their testimonial to him on the
completion of forty years of continuous membership in the Commons. The Father of Parliament, in
point oflength of service as in point ofripe judgement, oratorical graces and public experience, was
still, in Opposition as in Power, as optimist and an unflagging worker. During the fifteen years of his
Premiership, Sir Wilfrid, with the exception of his hnperial Conference trips and his Western tour of
1919, and during election campaigns, was never away from his post at the Capital for more that a week
at most in any one year. As the leader of his Majesty's loyal opposition, he was daily in his office
attending to a large correspondence, looking after the details of party organization, receiving many
callers who sought his advice or assistance, and keeping abreast through books and periodicals of all
national problems and world movements.
For nearly half a century Sir Wilfrid Laurier fought the battles of Canada of democracy, for
responsible government, for social justice, for equality of opportunity, for freedom for the common
people in the age-old fight between entrenched and aggressive self-interest and altruistic common
interest. "The happiness of the masses of the people is the underlying consideration of government" he
said to the students of the University of Toronto. In the policies he advocated there was proof of his
sincere belief in the ideal of Government he this stated. He was leading the fight for tariff revision
downwards so that greedy men might be prevented from taking undue tolls from their fellow-men, so
that combines and corporations might be curbed when they attempted "to fix price one way to the
producer and another way to the consumer". He believed that responsible Government was the
foundation stone of democratic institutions that millionaires had no place in modem democratic and that
arbitration between capital and labor and between nation and nation was the hope of civilization and a
practical ideal of government. He believed that Great Britain in the present world conflict was now
battling for that ideal and his practical loyalty to British institutions and in all that the British flag stands
for was shown in the whole-hearted manner in which he assisted the Government in the present crisis
and assisted the recruiting movement by personal appeal in his own province. Some of his opponents
may have attempted to play politics with a national crisis, and may have sought an election appeal
relying for victory on a wave of patriotic sentiment. Sir Wilfrid called a truce in party politics and
resolutely refused even to criticise a single act of the Government since the war broke out. His
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Imperialism was summed up in his declaration "I believe the best British subject is the best Canadian."
Our duties as British subjects, he always maintained, must ever go hand in hand with our rights as
Canadians. That gives the keynote to his attitude on the naval question and on the whole question of
Imperial co-operation in matters of trade and defence. The moral and the vindication of that stand, as
embodying the true basis of permanent Imperial unity and enduring loyalty, were shown in the wholehearted response from every self-governing Dominion in the Mother's call for help in the present crisis.
Come Fight with Me
The appeal of his whole life, the chivalry of his nature, the poetry and imagination of his
eloquence, the courage and the faith of high purpose made him an exemplar and leader for every young
Canadian. In his last years he was more than ever a young Canadian, in hope, in outlook and in
enthusiasm for service for the common weal. "Fight on, I call upon you to fight the battle of public
service," was his last message to the young Liberals gathered at Hamilton. "Stand to your ideals.
Liberalism must turn with the same unvariable courage to the new problems of social reconstruction and
social progress as our fathers applied to the large and pressing problems of constitutional reform."
And to the students of Toronto, the Canadian Gladstone gave this magnificent clarion call to
service: "My young friends, go out into the world to service. Make the highest thought of service your
inspiration. Problems there are - big problems. To-morrow, the day after to-morrow, it will be your tum
to grapple with them. Serve God and your country. Be firm in the right as God gives you to see the
right. You may not always succeed. Progress is often punctuated with reverses. You may meet reverses
- but the following day stand up again and renew the conflict; for truth and justice shall triumph in the
end."
His Last Election
In the "Khaki Election", a combination of some of Sir Wilfrid's former lieutenants with the
Conservatives, having formed a Union Government, under the Conservative leader, the veteran chieftain
declined offers to become one of the Union, and notwithstanding the weight of years led his party
throughout a vigorous campaign. His own Province loyally stuck to him, but there were sufficient
defections in other parts of Canada, combined with a new element - the female vote for the first time,
made up of soldiers' relatives only, and the soldiers' vote taken, at home and abroad - to occasion his
defeat. Since that, however, his public appearance in any part of Canada was the occasion for grand
ovations. There is no doubt that he was personally the most popular man as well as one of the ablest
statesmen and eloquent orators Canada had in the past half century.
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FIGURE35
From : NA, PA 24972

Lauder's funeral procession on February 22, 1911 in Ottawa as it passed the
Chateau Lauder on its way to the Basilica.
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FIGURE36
From: Montreal Stai-, February 23, 1919
PLAIN PEOPLE FORM CORTEGE
No Pomp or Pageantry Characterizes Obsequies of Canada's Great Commoner
(Staff Correspondence of The Globe) Ottawa Feb. 22 - For grandeur and magnitude the funeral
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier was the greatest spectacle of the kind ever witnessed in the Dominion.
There was none of the pomp and pageantry associated with the fw1eral of a Monarch or a great
warrior, no marital music of soldiery with arms reversed marching with measured tread to the
slow strains of the Dead march, but 50,000 plain people paid silent and reverent tribute to one of
democracy's chieftains.
The fWleral cortege was two miles long and passed through a long line of sorrowing
citizens. There were no equipage save those of the representatives of Royalty. Many veterans of
the war followed the remains of the dead Chief.
Fifty thousand people had looked upon Sir Wilfrid's face as his body lay in state amid the
flowers.
The Dominion Government and the city proclaimed a holiday for the funeral. Business
places were abandoned. Nor was the roar of industry heard. The great railway systems of the
country stood still.
Seven great sleighs drawn by powerful horses were required to carry the floral tributes
which came from the nine Provinces of the Dominion.

FIGURE37
From: Montreal Star 19 February, 1919
Ottawa Florists' Stock Depleted
Ottawa, Feb 19 - One result of the sudden death of Sir Wilfrid Laurier has been a deatih of
flowers in Ottawa. Florists have been having so many orders that even the largest firms are now
refusing to receive more, and are ordering flowers from as far as Boston. One man alone sent in
orders for three thousand roses to Boston, and the express cars coming to Ottawa tomorrow are
reported to be carrying large quantities. One large car is expected by the Dominion Express
Company in the morning.
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FIGURE38

From: The Montreal Herald and Daily Telegram 18 February 1919
"C'est Fini" Whispered The Great Canadian As He Awaited Death
Ottawa, February 18 - "C'est fini" - "it is the end".
Thus laconically to his helpmate of fifty years did Sir Wilfrid Laurier presage the rapid
dissolution which followed upon the effusion of blood that clouded his brain on Sunday
afternoon. He spoke but little though he regained consciousness and during the administration of
the last rites of his Church was in perfect possession of his mental faculties.
On Saturday afternoon he graced with his presence the guest table at the Canadian Club
and when it was over betook himself to his office in the House of Commons, returning on the
street car. Now he lies in his bedroom at his home on Laurier Avenue and the nation is
preparing to pay him its last tribute for fifty years of public service .
Lady Laurier, his comrade in the years through rain and shine, is prostrated with the
shock of her great bereavement, and there are no children to carry his name. It is a terribly lonely
house, which once was a meny one with the feet of young people always in the halls, and the
voices of young people always in the rooms. Old colleagues and friends are there, silent footed
and sad, but with a sort of pride in their sadness that the old chief died as he wished to die-in
harness.
He passed in the presence of these friends, very peacefully and with no pain. The beating
out of his heart was like the running down of a watch and there was nothing dreadful about the
final dissolution of the life in the tired body. When the eyes were closed he lay asleep-that was
all. And he went without word of farewell to anyone.
Lady Laurier, broken with the grief which was upon her was there. Robert Laurier, his
nephew, was at the bed. Sisters Mercellios and Daoust of the Grey Nuns nursed him to the end.
There was present also his confessor, Father Lajeune, colleagues in the persons of the Hon.
Charles Murphy, Senator Belcourt, Mr. J. A. Robb, his chief whip, Mr. Lucien Giguere, his
secretary, Mrs. A.N. Brodeur, formerly Mrs. Henri Laurier, Mrs. L.P. Brodeur, Mrs. Hamilton
and Miss Coutu, Lady Lauri er' s private secretary, were also at the bedside when his sprit passed.
To none did he utter work of farewell, for consciousness had left him many hours before. Ottawa
is profoundly shocked at the tragic suddenness of the event. And Ottawa, irrespective of party,
race or creed, is deeply moved. For the dead statesman was very closely a part of Ottawa
institutions and Ottawa life. Reluctantly flags were dropped at half mast, because Ottawa was
reluctant to believe that the old chief had gone.
Three days ago Sir Wilfrid was making his plans for the coming session. The session
will open on Thursday as arranged, but he will not be there. Others will deliver for him the
tributes he in his day had delivered for so many of the friends and opponents who have gone
before him. Macdonald, Thompson, Blake, Bowell, Tupper, he had seen them all depart, and his
tributes to them in the Commons are among the gems of Hansard.
When he enters the Commons again in will be in state, with neither right or left of Mr.
Speaker. The Catafalque will be in mid-centre of the chamber and the populace will file along
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and look their last on the high forehead, and the white plume. And both sides of politics will do
him honor for the last time.
The silver voice that was wont to wind through the chamber will be silent and the
strenuous spirit stilled.
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FIGURE39
From: Ottawa Evening Journal, November 19, 1921
LADY LAURIER, LIFE PARTNER OF LIBERAL STATESMAN, DEAD; END CAME
PEACEFULLY TODAY

Relatives and Many Distinguished Friends at Bedside as She Passed Away.
Many Years of Rare Happiness Crowned Married Life of Famous Pair.
LadyLaurier was called by death at 11:15 a.m. today, ather home, 335 Laurier Ave.
East. The end came calmly and peacefully to the venerable and noble-hearted widow of the
former Premier of Canada and great Liberal chieftain, Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Lapsing into
unconsciousness at an early hour this morning, Lady Laurier never rallied and gradually sank
from then on until her passing was noted a few minutes before noon by Dr. Rodolphe Chevrier,
her attending physician. The late Lady Laurier was in her eighty-first year, being born in
Montreal on June 26, 1841.
Her Last Illness
A weakening of the heart, super-induced by a congestion of the lungs, which came on
with an attach of grippe, was the immediate cause of death. Lady Laurier was first taken ill on
Sunday, October 24, when she suffered a chill. Her illness was first noted by Miss Yvonne
Coutu, Lady Laurier' s private secretaiy, while she was returning home from attending mass at
Sacred Heart church. The chills were accompanied by a heavy cold and other symptoms of
grippe, which set in and were followed by congestion of the lungs. Lady Laurier rallied
somewhat on Sunday and strong hopes were then held out for her recovery, but the rally was
short-lived and a weakening of the heart hastened the end.
With Lady Laurier at the time of her death were a number ofrelatives and distinguished
personal friends.
Surrounding the bedside as Sir Wilfrid's life partner and one of the most remarkable
Canadian women of her time slowly breathed her last, were Mrs. George Harvey, a niece; Mr.
Robert Laurier, a nephew, and Mrs. Lauri er; Mde. A. N. Brodeur; Mrs. Jos. Lemieux of
Montreal, sister-in-law; Justice L. P. Brodeur of the Supreme Court of Canada, and Mrs.
Brodeur; Mrs. Jos. Parent, widow of the former Premier of Quebec, and mother of Mrs. Robert
Laurier; Lady Tachereau; Rev. Father Louis Lejeune, O.M.I., Lady Laurier's spiritual adviser,
who administered the last rites of the church on Sunday, Dr. Rodolphe Chevrier, the attending
physician and Miss Yvonne Coutu, Lady Laurier's private secretary.
Two Brothers Survive
Lady Laurier is survived by two brothers, Mr. Godfrey Lafontaine, of Montreal, and Mr.
Charles Lafontaine, of Lisbon, Maine; a sister-in-law, Mrs. AN. Brodeur, of Montreal and
several nephews and nieces. The nephews are Mr. Robert Lauri er, of the law firm of Chevrier
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and Laurier, who had been residing with Lady Laurier ever since the death of Sir Wilfrid Lauri er,
in Februaty 1919; Mr. Ernest Lafontaine, a barrister of Montreal, and a number of nieces, Mde.
M. Marcil, of Montreal; Mrs. St. George Harvey; Mde. De Rostang, of Montreal; Mde. Alphonse
Cote and Mde. M. Ledoux of Lisbon, Me.
Funeral anangements m·e now being made and will likely be announced tonight with the
names of the honormypall-bearers. General details appear in another column.
Beautiful in Youth
A noted beauty in young womanhood, and gifted with a gracious personality, suggestive
of the "noblesse" of old France, Lady Laurier retained an appealing charm to the last. Though
the clear eyes lost their brightness, the result of partial blindness, Lady Lauri er, with her
delicately chiseled featured and a benign face that reflected her many qualities of heart and mind,
remained a handsome woman with a face remarkably fresh in view of her advanced years.
Always alert mid interested in what was passing around her there was something almost
youthful, not only in her outlook on life, but in her vivacity and desire to take a part in
everything.
The news of Lady Laurier's passing spread rapidly throughout the city, and cast a pall of
gloom in all circles, as she was deservedly popular and beloved not only by those who were
honoured by her friendship or a chance acquaintance, but also by the thousands who had heard of
her great life live and devotion for Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and her innumerable acts of kindness.
Expressions of genuine regret were voiced among all classes of citizens at the death of one who
had been so intimately associated with the life of Ottawa during a qumier of a century.
Among the first to call at the late residence to condole with Mr. Robert Lauri er and Lady
Laurier's other surviving relatives in Ottawa were Mr. Hal. B. McGiverin, and Mr. E.R.E.
Chevrier, Liberal standm·d bearers in Ottawa at the coming elections, and Mr. Rodolphe
Boudreau, clerk of the Privy Council, who was for many years Sir Wilfrid Laurier's private
secretary.

LADY LAURIER'S FUNERAL FRIDAY TO NOTRE DAME
Body Will Be Laid Beside Remains of Former Prime Minister
The funeral of the late Lady Laurier will take place from her residence, 335 Laurier
Avenue East, to Sacred Heart Church at nine o'clock Friday morning. Lady Laurier will be laid
to rest in Notre Dame Cemetery beside the remains of her illustrious husband, Sir Wilfrid
Lamier, whose death on February 17, 1919, broke a happy partnership of more than 50 years'
duration.

LAST TRIBUTE TO LADY LAURIER
Church Was Thronged
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The church was filled to over-flowing, people standing in the aisles and at the back of the
church. Many people unable to find accommodation in the building remained on the church
steps throughout the service. A notable tribute to the memory of Lady Laurier was the presence
of a large number of boy and girl orphans from St. Joseph's Orphanage, an institution on which
Lady Laurier bestowed charities and favors on numerous occasions.
Reasons of age and health prevented Lady Laurier's two brothers, Messrs. Godfrey
Lafontaine of Montreal, and Charles Lafontaine, of Auburn, Maine, from attending the funeral.
The chief mourners were: Mr. Ernest Lafontaine, of Montreal, a nephew; Mrs. Tucker of
Montreal, a step-sister; Mr. Carolus Lauri er, of Montreal, a half-brother to the late Sir Wilfrid
Laurier; Mr. Robert Laurier, a nephew, and Mde. Laurier; Mr. and Mde. Laurier of Montreal,
and their two sons , Messrs. Rudolphe and Charles Laurier; Mr. Raoul Laurier, Mr. And Mde St.
George Harvey, of Montreal; Mr. and Mde A. N. Brodeur, of Montreal; Mde. Alphonse Cote, a
niece of Auburn, Me; Mr. and Mde M .. Corion , of Montreal; Dr. and Mde Louis Macil of
Montreal; Mde. S. N. Parent, mother of Mr Robert Laurier; Mr. and Mde George Parent, of
Quebec; Mr. and Mde. J. A. Parent of Ottawa; Messrs, Charles and Paul Parent, of Quebec and
Miss Yvonne Coutu, private secretary and constant companion to Lady Laurier during many
years.
Honorary Pall-Bearers
The honorary pall-bearers were Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux,
Senator Beique, Justice L. P. Brodeur, Sir William Mulock, and Mr. P. C. Larkin of Toronto.
Representing the dominion of Newfoundland were Sir P. T. McGrath, past president of
the Legislative Council, and Mr. Arthur Mews, Deputy Colonial Secretary;; Mrs. F. A. Anglin
represented the Catholic Women's League of Ottawa and Hull, of which Lady Lauri er was the
honorary president. Dr. D. A. Whitton, president of the Ottawa Reform Association, represented
that organization. The Eastern Ontario Liberal Association was represented by its joint president
Mr. Gordon C. Edwards. Lady Laurier was an honorary president of both organizations.
Crowds Along route
From the church the cortege wended its way north on Cumberland to Rideau Street, the
path being lined by hundreds of people, who congregated at the comers and who stood with
doffed hats or bowed heads as the hearse slowly passed. The remains were followed by a long
line of marching men till they reached King Edward Avenue. Here the main party broke off and
only the automobiles proceeded to the Montreal road and through the village of Eastview, along
the Montreal Road to the cemetery.
In Eastview a goodly proportion of the townspeople lined the streets to pay homage to the
memory of the departed. At the town hall, with the flag flying at half mast,. A large memorial
arch, composed of cedar branches and extending from one end of the street to the other had been
constructed by the Laurier Liberal Club. It was draped in purple and surmounted by a picture of
the late Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Underneath were inscribed the word, "Je Me Souviens" (I
remember").
Immediately beyond the arch and extending several blocks were rows of school children
from the Separate Schools of Eastview, marshalled by their teachers.
The cortege moved on rapidly thenceforth and entered the Notre Dame Cemetery from its
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western gateway.
Buried Beside Husband
The ceremony here was of the simplest. Rev. Father Lejeune and Rev. Father Myrand
conducted the brief service. The body was then lowered into the grave and placed directly beside
the remains of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, whose casket could be seen from the opening in the eaith.
Thus the two caskets practically touched.
At the graveside were: Robert Laurier, nephew of Lady Laurier; Sir Lamer Gouin, Major
Willis O'Connor, representing His Excellency the Governor-General; Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux,
Hon. W. S. Fielding, Dr. J.B. T. Dorion, nephew of Lady Laurier, and Mrs. Dorion, Sir Wm.
Mulock, Hon. Mr. Beique, Mr. P. C. Larkin, Dr. J.E. Fontaine, M.P., Hull; Senator Belcourt,
Mrs. Tucker, sister of Lady Laurier; Mr. Paul D' Aoust, Mrs. (Justice) Brodeur, Mrs. De
Lorimer., Madame Wilfrid Laurier, niece of Lady Laurier; Madaine R. S. Germain, R. J.
Wickenden, the artist, and Dr. E. Pulin, M.P.P. for Quebec.
A lamentable feature of the arrangements was the mam1er in which the many beautiful
flowers were taken away by vandals, who, hardly had the ceremony been completed, made a
dash for the carriages in which the flowers were placed. Not satisfied with one or two, many of
the people there, including old as well as young, seized as many as they could lay their hands on,
one man indeed snatching a whole cross, while another woman bore a wreath.
When the earth was finally placed back into the grave, but few of the flowers that had
filled four carriages remained.
Ministers of the Crown, judges of the Supreme and County Courts, Parliainentarians,
men prominent in the political and business world, were in the long cortege, which included the
following: Major H. Willis O'Connor, D.S.0., A.D.C., representing His Excellency Lord Byng
ofVimy, Governor-General; Sir James Lougheed, representing the Federal Government; Hon,
W. L Mackenzie King, leader of the Liberal Opposition; Sir Louis Davies, Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court; Rt. Hon. Lyman, P. Duff,, P .C., Hon. John Idington, Hon. Francis A. Anglin,
Hon, Louis P. Brodeur, LL.D., Hon. Phillippe B. Mignault, Premier L.A. Taschereau of Quebec,
Sir Williain Mulock, Sir Walter Cassels, Hon. Louis A. Audette, Judge R. D. Guill1, Mr.
Mamice Goor, Consul-General for Belgium; Hon. Charles Murphy, K.C., Mr. Justice Guerin,
Judge Constantineau, Mayor Frank Plant, Mayor Louis Cousineau, Senator Jules Tessier,
Senator Dandurand, Senator Boyer, Seuator P. E Blondin, Senator Beaubien. Hon F. B. Carvell,
Col. C. M. Edwards, S. S. 0., S. Lelievre, Sir Eugene Fiset, H.B. Dufour, H.B. McGiverin, E.R.
E. Chevrier, Col. Hector Verrett Caron Pelletier, Lucien Giguere, G. A. Mountain, Joseph
Demers, D. Larochelle, T. Epstien, M. Shafer, G. E. Pause, M. Crain, H. W. McCorrnich, and
M.O. Thompson, of Montreal; J.B. Brisson, M. K. Morgan, A. J. Freiman, P.A. Garrow, L.
Mcintyre, Fred Cook, S. J. Edmunson, P.H. Foley, Gaspard Comtois, Ernest Lapointe, Col.
F .. Gourdeau. P. C. Larkin, W. J. Lynch, Arthur C. Hardy, P. Lally, W. F. Slack, S. Biggers,
E. R. Cameron, Dr. J. E .. Fontaine, M. J. Gorman, Notary, Louis Bertrand, Rev. Father J. A.
Myrand, C. F. Colwell, J.F. Fafard, Dr. J. W. Robertson, Col. E. G.D. Deville, J. A. Ethier, S.
M. Genest, J. S. Ewart, K. C., Col. E. J. Chambers, Hon. M. Perrault, H. A. Fortier, Paul
Leduc, Omer Langlois, Henry Swatters, J. de la Broquerie Tache, J.E. Labelle, Joseph
Riopelle, E. J. Lemaire, A.J. Major, A. D. DeCelles, L. Panel, C. E. Mongenais, J. A.Fortier,
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Andrew Haydon, Henry Tremblay, W. J. Phillips, E. Lang, Georges Parent, Quebec, Isaac
Pedlow, Renfrew; A. Savard, Quebec; Frank Cahill, J. B. Hunter. Raoul Mercier, Ernest
Senecal, C. Desmoreaux, Harold Fisher, Joseph Kent, G. J. Desbarats, Peter Gorman, Alex
Smith, Controller Nap, Champagne, Joseph Archambault, Montreal; McLeod Stewart, M. J.
Larochelle, H. E. M .. Chisholm, Thomas Mulvey, F . A Acland, W. L. Scott, A, Baudry, Major
Rudolphe Girard, Capt. Louis Normandin, J. Seguin, L' Assumption, J.B. Lachaine, Jean
Genest, G. E. Babin, E.R. Faribault, E. Lavigueur, J. A. Pare, D' Arey Scott, Dr. D. A.
Whitton, H.P. Hill, K.C.; Col. C. Starnes, Dr. L.G. Lemieux, Dr. R. Chevrier, Major Charles
Power, Quebec; Mayno Davis, N Chasse, George Pouliot, W. H Kehoe, P. J. Villeneuve, Dr. U.
Valiquet, Ernest Bilodeau, L, Dansereau, J. A. Pinard, M.L.A.; A. Groulx, A. Beaulieu, L de.
Montigny, Oliver Durocher, Paul G. Ouimet, R. Robitaille, A. A. Dion., E. R. Farley, Baron
T'Serclaes, M. Carriere, A. E. Provost, M. G. Griffiths, R. Mclsaac, W. Arnold, A. Simpson,
H. Egan, C. Malletter, A. Bourassa, D. Desbains, T. A. Beaument, George Montpetit, Dr.
Edmund Bourque, J.B. T. Caron, Alex Robertson, P. T. Sylvain, M. Taschereau, R. Scott, W.
W. Cory, W. M. Cory, J. Fred Booth, L. Cory, George F. O'Halloran, J. A. Parent, K.C;
Noulan Cauchon, M. Groulx, Louis Cote, A. Simoneau, and many others.
Ottawa floral Offerings
Among the floral offerings received were remembrances from His Excellency the
Governor-General and Lady Byng, and the following Ottawa sympathizers: Mr. and Mrs.
Norman Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Desaulniers, Mr. and Mrs. Rodolphe Boudreau, Senator and
the Misses Belcourt, Mr. and Mrs. Simeon Lelievre, Mde. Girouard and Forrest family, Col. M.
G. La Rochelle, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Laurier, Mrs. A. Rosenthal and sons, Mr. and Mde. Louis
Gauthier and family, Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Bremner, Dr. Felix Comu and family, Mde. H. G.
Lamothe and Miss Lamothe, the Parliamentary Press Gallery, Justice L. P. Brodeur and Mde.
Brodeur, Mr. and Mde. Eugene Lafleur and Mde. Cholette, St. Joseph Orphanage, Mrs. W. C.
Edwards, Miss Coursol and Mrs. Holden. Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Cameron, Mr. and Mrs. Hal B.
McGiverin, Mr. and Mde. E. R. R, Chevrier, Mr and Mrs. Noulan Cauchon, Rideau Street
Convent, Dr. and Mrs. Rodolphe Chevrier, the Liberal Senators, and members of the House of
Commons, Dr. and Mrs. Charles Harriss, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. J. W. Woods, Mr. and Mrs A. J.
Frieman, Mr. L. B. Diamond, Sir Joseph and Lady Pope, Mde. Vidal and Mde. LeRoyer,
Ottawa Reform Association, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Haydon, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Edwards.
Mrs. Arthur Sifton and family, Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson Chaplean, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Simpson,
and John Simpson, Major Morrison Bell, Mrs. Gordon Hewitt, Mr and Mrs. S. Ladas, Mr, and
Mrs W.W Cory, Mr., and Mrs. A. C. Hardy, Brockville.
From Montreal
Floral offerings were sent from Montreal by the City of Montreal, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
Strachan, Senator and Mrs. P.B. Casgrain, Senator L. 0. David and Miss David, Senator and
Mde. J. Marcelin Wilson, Dr. and Mde. L. J. Lemieux, Senator and Mde. Raoul Danduarand.,
Montreal Reform Club, Women's Liberal Club of Montreal, Mr. Ernest Lafontaine, Misses
Louise and Betty Harvey, Mr. and Mde. St. George Harvey, Mr. and Mde. A. N. Brodeur, Hon.
and Mde. Athanase David, Young Men's Liberal Association of Montreal, Lady Forget, Mr. and
Mde. Emile de Rostang, Mr. and de. Regnier Brodeur.
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From Toronto
From Toronto floral tributes were received from Hon. and Mrs. N. W. Rowell, Sir
Clifford and Lady Sifton, Hon and Mrs. George P. Graham, Mr. R.R. Cromarty, Toronto
Women's Liberal Association, National Council of Women, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Sinclair and the
Misses Carmichael, Miss Edith Kerr MacDonald, Central Liberal Association of Toronto.
From Quebec City
Floral tributes were received from the following in Quebec City: The Executive Council
of the Province of Quebec, the electors of Quebec East, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Letourneau, Mr. and
Mde. Emest Lapointe, the president and members of the Legislative Council of Quebec, Hon.
sand Mde. Jacques Bureau of Three Rivers. A beautiful offering was also sent by the British
Columbia Liberal Association.

Lights Along Life's Pathway
Little Paragraphs that Tell the Story of Lady Laurier's Career.
Bom - June 26, 1841
Maiden name - Zoe Lafontaine.
Her father - A Montreal lawyer.
Romance began in Sir Wilfrid's student days.
Started housekeeping in Arthabaskaville.
Took up home at 335 Laurier Avenue in 1896.
Sir Wilfrid once said his political battle was half won when he married his wife.
Memorable reception given widow on her appearance at national Liberal Convention in
Howick Hall.
Since 1908 her eyesight had been failing and she became almost blind.
Celebrated fiftieth wedding anniversary May 13, 1918.
Accompanied husband to Queen Victoria's Jubilee, and the Coronation in 1902. Was
guest of King and Queen. Received Coronation Medal.
A devout Roman Catholic: member of the Church of the Sacred Heart.
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An incident in connection with Lady Laurier' s passing is that her death occurred in the
month in which Sir Wilfrid was born. Sir Wilfrid was born at St. Lin, Que., November 20, 1841,
almost five months to the day after Lady Laurier's birth in Montreal, which was on June 26.
On the occasion of the arrival at Ottawa of the new Governor-General, Lord Byng of
Vimy, Lady Laurier attended the reception on Parliament Hill and was the first Ottawa lady with
whom Lady Byng shook hands on arrival at the platform which had been erected, since then also
she had attended one or two gatherings of women in connection with the Liberal election
campaign.
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Lady Laurier in 1905.
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FIGURE41
From: Morgan, Henry James. Types Of Canadian Women Who Are Or Have Been
Connected With Canada, Volume I., p. 195

LADY LAURIER
Zoe, daughter ofG.N.R. Lafontaine, Esquire, and his first wife, Zoe Lavinge dit Tessier, was
born in Montreal, and received her education at the School of the Bon Pasteur in that city, and at the
convent of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart, St. Vincent de Paul, where she became proficient in music, an
accomplishment which has never left her. Losing her mother at an early age, she was thrown into the
society of her future husband under romantic circumstances, resulting in their marriage, in Montreal,
May 13"', 1868. Mr. Laurier was then a member of the junior bar, but he had already begun to attract the
attention of his friends by reason of his singular gifts as a public speaker - gifts which, with other
intellectual attributes, were soon to be used for the benefit and advantage of his country, and which
would ultimately secure for their owner a foremost place among native statesmen. Owing to Mr.
Laurier's delicate state of health at that time, the young couple moved into the country, taking up their
residence in consequence of Mr. Laurier's elevation to the Premiership of Canada at that time. With the
capital Lady Laurier - as she subsequently became entitled to be called - was no stranger, for she had
been accompanying her husband thither at each succeeding session of Parliament, for many years, and
even while still in the "cold shades of Opposition" had succeeded in gathering together a goodly circle of
friends, who were always strongly in force, despite many adverse influences, at her Saturday evening
musicales. "A thorough woman," says Mr. Willison, "the secret of Lady Laurier's success lies in her
unaffected grace and charm of manner, there being not the slightest pretense or taint of affectation about
her." Under present conditions she still keeps up her weekly receptions, and they have become
exceedingly popular with friends and politicians of all classes and school. fu addition to her many social
duties, she finds time to attend the meetings of many of the charitable and other useful associations
common to her sex. On the formation of the national Council of Women of Canada, by the Countess of
Aberdeen, she became one of the Vice-Presidents at large of that body, she is also Honorary VicePresident of the Victorian Order of Nurses. fu 1897 Lady Laurier accompanied the Prime Minister to
England, on the occasion of the celebration of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, and besides taking
part in the ceremonies connected therewith, visited Her Majesty at Windsor Castle. Her husband and
herself also attended the Queens' garden party and the Queen's State ball at Buckingham Palace.
Subsequently they traveled in France and Italy. fu 1901 Lady Laurier participated in the festivities
incident to the visit to Canada of the present Prince and Princes of Wales, and was delegated to present
to the Princess the gift of the women of Ottawa, consisting of a fur cloak Lady Lauri er also
accompanied Sir Wilfrid to England, in 1902, and was present with him in Westminster Abbey at the
coronation of King Edward and his Royal Consort. She wore on that occasion a magnificent diamond
tiara, consisting of 175 selected diamonds, the gift to her Ladyship of the members of the Senate of
Canada on the Government side. An important feature of their stay in London, at that time, was grand
banquet at the Hotel Cecil given by Sir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier and other visiting Canadian ministers
to their friends, which was attended by the Princess Louise (Duchess of Argyll), Lord and Lady Minto,
Lord and Lady Strathcona, and nearly every Canadian of note then in the British capital. Before leaving
England, Lady Laurier received in person from Queen Alexandra the silver Coronation medal.
Residence: 365 Theodore Street, Ottawa.
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Robertson, More Than a Rose [1991] p. 147

Zoe was more influential with Laurier too then most people guessed. "She had a great
deal of common sense, good judgment and prudence," wrote her close friend, L.-0. David. "She
knew when to keep silent and speak out at the proper times. She did not try to puff herself up
and make herself important by indiscreet talk." Zoe knew that there was room in the limelight
for only one Laurier, and any attempt to share it would embarrass Wilfrid and herself, but
through her en01mous network of card-playing friends - it may have been bridge in the evenings,
but it would have been poker in the afternoons - she was a valuable source of information for
Laurier. Zoe was also judgmental and fiercely partisan: politics, to Zoe, was people, and power
was doing what you could to help the deserving.
Lauri er jokingly called Zoe his "Minister of Public Charity." Every beggar, officeseeker, opportunist, widow, orphan and aggrieved Liberal who banged on the prime minister's
door soon learned that Lady Laurier had her foot in. Zoe read all their pleas, investigated them,
sorted them out and every day presented Laurier with the a favoured few in a wicker basket: he
was said never to tum her down. Zoe also banged on the doors of the ministers in the interests of
a particular cause or client, and seldom went away disappointed. When Laurier brought in the
civil service commission to make appointments according to ability and seniority, he said to Zoe:
"My poor dear, you have lost your job!"
For Laurier, she was always his Chere Bonne Zoe: "My wife is a real Madeleine," he told
his friend L.-0. David, "a dead bird, a dog with a crushed paw will make her burst into tears."
Laurier's portrait is typically romanticized and condescending, but everyone praised Zoe's
concern for the poor and the unfortunate. Zoe had known poverty, and she would never be
ashamed of it.
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From: The Globe and Mail November 20, 1941
"SIR WILFRID LAURIER - A HUNDRED YEARS AFTER
By J.V. McAree
One hundred years ago today there was born in the little village of St. Lin, thirty-five miles north
of Montreal, a sickly child. Today the house which was then mildly fluttered by the event will be
dedicated as a national historic site. The child was Wilfrid Laurier, who was to become one of the great
men in Canada. Thought he died under a political cloud, it has long since been dispersed, and Canadians
of all classes hail him as an illustrious statesman. No other man of his creed and race ever had so many
friends in those parts of the country where they were regarded as foreign or alien; and history will record
that he did more than any other leader before or since to make English-speaking Canadians realize the
fact that they were, and by rights ought to be, Canadians first. This was sound Quebec doctrine.
Whether it has not been too strongly emphasized there, is a question long disputed. Laurier himself, in
his stand against conscription and a national government in the Great War, may have widened a breach
which it had been his lifelong effort to narrow and remove.
Popular in Toronto
He used to say somewhat ruefully that in Toronto he could always get cheers, but rarely votes.
This city's record for solid Conservatism was established in the days of Sir John Macdonald, and
remained intact as long as he lived, though in later years this town has become fairer fighting ground. It
is true that Laurier always had more followers in Quebec than elsewhere, but it is also true that his
followers in the other Provinces were just as passionately devoted to him as were his fellow-FrenchCanadians. In fact, there has never been a Liberal Leader who had anything like Lauri er' s personal
popularity in all parts of Canada. This naturally was one of his great assets; we should say his chief
asset. We doubt that he could ever have shown the massive qualities of leadership displayed by Borden
on the years of the war; nor could he have coped with the international economic problems which faced
Bennett in the years of the depression. Oratory, political strategy and conciliation were his most
conspicuous qualities. He lacked business training, and this was probably responsible for the fact that
some of his followers who did not lack it, who in fact had brought the acquisition of wealth to a fine art
because of it, led him into blunders. The most conspicuous of these was the Grand Trunk Pacific ramp,
commemorated in the contemporary slogan, "Cox Can't Wait!"
Knew Prize-Ring History
An advantage which was to compensate for his earlier ill health was the fact that Laurier Pere
was a surveyor as well as a farmer, with a wider horizon than most of his neighbors. He knew the value
of a command of the English language and resolved that his son should have a liberal education. So it
happened that the young man when a student in the neighbouring Scottish settlement of New Glasgow
lodged with a Presbyterian family. The association had an important influence on his life, for it not only
helped him perfect his English, but made him familiar with the point of view of English-speaking people.
Though his devotion to his studies, as well as his rather precarious health when he was a young man,
made it impossible for him to play athletic games, he was an admirer of sport, and one of his less
publicized accomplishments was his ability to recall accurately the names, weights and performances of
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worthies of the English prize ring. His literary style was fo1med rather on the models of Bright and
Lincoln than on French orators, and this was reflected in some of his greatest speeches.

I
I
I
.

Perfect Bilingualist
Those who were in a position to know - and we imagine there must have been few of them - said
that he was as fluent and commanding in English as in French. We believe that it might have been even
more so, because English was the language which he preferred for Parliamentary debates. On one
occasion his presumed confusion between the words "stranger" and "foreigner" caused Sir Wilfrid some
grief. It was after the South African War when Lord Dundonald came to Canada to reorganize our
defence forces, or to make suggestions for the reorganisation. What he proposed was not agreeable to
the Lauri er Government, or rather to Minister of Militia Fisher, who was an agriculturalist. Naturally the
Conservatives were in favor of the Dundonald report, sine it recommended more military magnificence
than the Government was prepared to support. Sir Wilfrid attacked the report and suggested that
foreigner like Dundonald would be expected to know less that a Canadian. There was an indignant
uproar that a distinguished British officer should be called a foreigner. Laurier explained that he meant
the much milder "stranger", and after some sullen growlings the incident was forgotten. But for a time it
was a political quarrel of magnitude, at the height of which Lord Dundonald visited Toronto and had the
experience of his horses being unhitched from the carriage, and their place taken by loyal citizens.
"Asses!" muttered the Liberals.
Fought for a Principle
Laurier came into power through a religious issue, the Manitoba school question. He was
assisted by Joe Matin and Clifford Sifton, two influential Western politicians, and also, oddly enough, by
the Orange Order. Never before or after, perhaps, was his political sldll so thoroughly tested as in the
campaign which found Laurier in Quebec opposed by the bishops and supported quietly by the lesser
clergy, and by the voters themselves; while in Ontario and elsewhere the Conservative Party found itself
bereft of the solid support which it could count upon generally from the Orangemen. The result was
Laurier triumph. When went down in 1911 it was on an issue to which he had been devoted all his life,
the principle of free trade. And it was on the mast of freer trade between the United States and Canada
that he gallantly nailed his colors and sank to defeat. He died shortly after the end of the Great War,
carrying on bravely in Opposition. Canadians today recognize him as a greater Laurier than they
esteemed him the last few years of his life.
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FIGURE44
From: NA, C-932

Laurier with supporters 1908
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FIGURE45

From: NA, C-1967
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Laurier in 1882
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FIGURE46
From: NA, C-15568

Laurier in 1910
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FIGURE47

From: The Liverpool Post 19 June 1897
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Mr. Laurier, the Premier of Canada, is one of the finest ofliving speakers; that he is,
indeed, an orator; that he stands erect, uses no notes, never wanders, never digresses, never
becomes diffuse, never rambles, has a clear conception from first to last of what he wishes to
say, puts it into a thoroughly natural sequence, and by instinct and feeling suits that manner of
his delive1y as he goes along to the nature of what he is saying; that he has the curious peculiarity
which Mr. Gladstone also has, and which scarcely any other great speaker has, of making the
listener feel as if to be a great speaker was the easiest thing in the world and that one could do it
oneself if one stood up and tried; that, of course, everyone knows that instead of that being the
case this superior gift is in the possession of very few men indeed; that as Mr. Laurier stood up at
the Philhaimonic Hall the other night he appeared to be the incarnation of his country, speaking
its words and thoughts aud policy with dignity, with firmness, with enterprise, and with an air
·that showed he would be ready to carry out all that he was setting f01th; that there was a good
deal of interest in noticing the fact that, although Mr. Lauri er speaks English perfectly, his
French origin has left a few peculiarities in his pronunciation; that he pronounces "grandeur" as
if it was French; that he pronounces "desolate" with an emphasis on all the syllables as a
Frenchman would; that he pronounces "sublime" as if it were French, and always pronounces the
word "is" with a long e-sounding "i"; that the most curious pronunciation of all was the word
"melancholy" to which he gave a strong accent on the second syllable; that who can hear Mr.
Lauri er during stay in this country should do so, as he is undoubtedly one of the first speakers in
the world.
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FIGURE48

From: Montreal Gazette 22November1941
"EARLY INFLUENCES ON LAURIER
by Fred Williams
In the archives of the Laurier family and in the register of the parish church of St. Lin can be
found this entry:
"Today, the 22nd day of the month of November in the year of Our Lord, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-one, was baptized in the Church of St. Lin, by Mgr. G. Chabot, cure for the said
parish, Henri Charles Wilfrid, born the 20'h day of the present month of the lawful marriage of Carolus
Laurier, gentleman, land surveyor, and Marie Marcelle Martinault. His godfather is Sieur Louis Charles
Beaumont, Esq., gentleman, ofLechenaie; his godmother is Marie Zoe Laurier, wife of Sieur L. C.
Beaumont."
Why the Wilfrid? Why was the third name adopted for the baby instead of the Henri or the
Charles? So far as I have been able to trace, there was never any Wilfrid in the Laurier ancestry, while
Henris and Charles were frequent. What inspired the use of the name of the English prelate and saint for
this baby in far-off Lower Canada? How came the saintly Bishop of York, who did so much for the
conversion of the heathen of England to Christianity, to be considered worthy as a name-sake for a
French-Canadian boy.
And, while dealing with names, was it not strange that the name of Wilfrid Laurier's godmother
should have been Zoe and that his beloved wife should also have been Zoe. But whatever the reason for
the use of Wilfrid, it was most appropriate, for does not the name mean "Resolute Peace"? And who can
deny Wilfrid Laurier's resolution or his love for peace?
There seems to have been some peculiar influence at work in the boyhood of the future prime
minister of Canada. When he was 11 years old Carolus Laurier decided that the boy should not only
learn to speak English but should also learn of the customs and life of an English-speaking community.
So he decided to send Wilfrid to the school at New Glasgow for two years.
The school was unique in Lower Canada at that time, the only school which was open to all
creeds and was attended by both boys and girls. There Wilfrid learned many lessons. It had been
arranged that he should board at the home of an Irish-Catholic family, named Kirk, but when the time
came there was illness in the Kirk home and another boarding house had to be found. Among the friends
of the father was John Murray, owner of the village store and clerk of the local county, whose wife
readily agreed to add young Wilfrid to her family.
The Murrays, Presbyterians of the old stock, held family worship every night. Wilfrid was told
that ifhe desired he could be excused, but he decided to take part, and (in the words of Dr. Skelton)
"night after night learned never forgotten lessons of how men and women of another faith sought God."
Had Mrs. Kirk not been ill, Wilfrid Laurier would never have had those months with Murrays or imbibed
that love for the Scots, and for the Presbyterians, which endured all his long life.
When Mrs. Kirk recovered Wilfrid transferred to her home but all through the remainder of his
two years at New Glasgow he was in and out of the Murrays' every day and not infrequently helped in
the store. Had he gone straight to the Kirks he might never have had that intimate personal knowledge of
a Protestant family, which undoubtedly broadened his mind. So it is that in all human lives seemingly
insignificant events may change a whole career!"
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ATMOSPHERE OF THE LAURIERS' HOME

The atmosphere of Lauri er House during the Laurier period was infonnal and that of a
home rather than a formal residence. While the house did serve some political functions these
were only informal in nature and usually took the form of casual meetings and discussions with
Cabinet Ministers and Members of Parliament. Despite the fact that the Lauriers' house in
Ottawa was the residence of the prime minister of Canada from 1896 to 1911, and that of the
Leader of the Opposition from 1911until1919, the predominant character of the house was
domestic. Activity at the house was that of the friendly bustle of pets, young people, guests,
visitors and friends. "It was in the fullest sense of the word a house ofhospitality."45
Entertaining was frequent and of great variety. Apparently, one of Wilfrid Lauder's habits was
to bring MPs home for dinner, "sans ceremonie", and to just telephone his secretary that so many
were coming home with him for dinner. Although the abode of a nationally important political
leader, the Lauriers' house was by no means the most imposing private residence in the capital or
in the neighbourhood of Sandy Hill. It was a commodious and comfortable place to live, but
was not pretentious.
"The atmosphere at Lauri er House was a merry one, with the feet of young people always
in the halls, and the voices of young people always in the rooms." 46 Zoe and Wilfrid Lauder
were very fond of children and both had an easy rapport with young people.(Figures 49, 50, 51)
To their sorrow they had no children themselves. The Lauriers sought the friendship of young
people and enjoyed their company. Young guests were frequent visitors to their home and were
always a welcome presence. Friends and relatives were also welcome. Nieces and nephews
often stayed for extended periods of time. One niece, Pauline Laurier, lived with her aunt and
uncle from 1909 until 1915, when she left to get married. After her marriage, she continued to
be a frequent visitor at Laurier House. Zoe and Wilfrid Lauder also helped out with their
younger relatives' bills and expenses. They paid for a niece's dental work while she lived at their
house and for a nephew's tuition and boarding at Loyola College. Robert Laurier, one of their
nephews, lived with his aunt from the time of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's death in February 1919, until
after her death in November of 1921. His first child, Henri Lauder, was born in Laurier House
in March 1922.

45

Saturday Night, 14 October 1922.

46

Montreal Herald and Daily Telegraph, 18 February 1919.
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FIGURE49
From: Sir Wilfrid Laurier, McArthur pp. 66-72
Sir Wilfrid Laurier in a very real sense was passionately fond of children. He relaxed to
them, he loved them, and they loved him. Children seemed to get closer to "the Chief' than
anyone else. There were times, in the stress of big events, when matters of policy were to be
determined, when situations had to be gauged and met, when Sir Wilfrid seemed to shut himself
behind an expressionless face to do his thinking. His friends and lieutenants sought counsel
from him then without success. No premature intimations were forthcoming. He became to all
associated with him a seeker-not a giver-of information. One left his presence, having gone for
guidance, with the conviction that he had laid bare his whole mind and thought at the delicate
prompting of the Chiefs skillful interrogations, but realizing that the latter had communicated
nothing.
At the time of the long navel debate and Parliamentary embroglio, when the threat of
closure was in the air and all the strategy of statecraft was being brought into play by both
parties, a Liberal caucus waited anxiously one winter morning for the advent of the leader.
Newspaper-men who proceeded to the main entrance eagerly watching for his coming witnessed
the septuagenarian spending the valuable moments prodding in the snow with his walking-stick
and seeking to locate a "lost Mitt" of an all-alone baby girl, who was crying pathetically at her
loss and the cold. It was only when the missing mitten was found and restored and the child had
been comforted that Sir Wilfrid turned his attention to the waiting caucus and the problems of
the moment.
Those who accompanied the then Prime Minister on his memorable tour of the West in
the summer of 1910 will never forget an incident while he was speaking at Edmonton. So great
was the crowd that had assembled in Alberta's capital that hot August afternoon to hear his
message that all attempts to hold an indoor meeting were abandoned. Sir Wilfrid spoke from a
balcony at the central comer of the main thorough-fare, and windows, balconies and streets were
peopled with spectators. Suddenly, in the midst of his speech he paused, and gazed over the
seething mass of humanity, pointed to one of the upper windows in a block diagonally opposite
to the balcony from which he spoke. A midget was seated alone on the ledge, swinging her feet
over the street far below. Anxiously he inquired: "Is that little one safe?" Amid all the display
and acclaim Sir Wilfrid's eyes were on the child in danger.
One of the most charming revelations of Sir Wilfrid's thought for children and his
understanding of them occurred on the same tour during a public reception at a temporary stand
built upon a Manitoba prairie. An eight-year-old maid of the harvest field, with unadorned straw
hat and bare feet, stood, like the publican of old, afar off. She looked on with wide, wondering
eyes while a more fortunate little lady, in the fluffy, beribboned, spotless daintiness so dear to all
daughters of Eve, be they big or little, gave the great man a beautiful bouquet of roses. She had
seen him stoop and kiss her. Then she separated herself from the cheering crowd. She strayed to
a spot on the prairie where she knew they grew. She gathered them herself, a little ill-assorted
bunch of wild weed blossoms. Then she edged her way back through the throng. She had
almost reached him as he was moving on, when a badged committeeman stopped her, and taking
her by the sleeve of her patched print dress thrust her back. Tears sprang to her eyes.
For an instant the procession wavered. There was a break in the line. Sir Wilfrid turned.
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Unwittingly the little one found herself almost confronting him. Feverishly now she sought to
squirm back into the oblivion of the crowd. But he had seen her. He stepped toward her, and the
committeeman released his hold.
"Were you good enough to mean those flowers for me, little girl?" he asked with a smile.
She thrust them toward him now half-frightened.
He bowed and took them. He kissed her. Then he drew a sprig from the bunch and
fastened it upon the lapel of his coat. And when the great man mounted his car and waved his
hat to the cheering hundreds there was one happy little girl who feasted her eyes upon a faded
wild weed blossom still drooping on his breast.
Sir Wilfrid never lost a chance to "make up" to the little folk. He traveled on the first
passenger train over the National Transcontinental from Fort William to Winnipeg, when
construction gangs were still at work and the primitive condition of the country caused the
workmen to be housed in log and frame shantied along the line, and took a remarkable interest in
the several children who had accompanied their pioneer parents to the wild and picturesque
outposts of coming civilization. He was the earliest riser on the train, and one morning, when
the call of breakfast found him missing, there was some anxiety as to whether he had lost his
way in an early morning walk through the bush. "No need for worry," volunteered one, who
knew his Chief well; "you'll likely find him outside somewhere with the youngsters." He was
right. Sir Wilfrid was "playing catch" with a sturdy four-year-old behind a nearby shanty.
One day as the train lay in a switch near Humboldt a boy mounted the steps with a new
birthday present, and explained that he wanted to take his first picture of "Mister Laurier." A
few moments later the tall figure was standing patiently on the track till the juvenile
photographer "got it right." The little fellow secured first-hand what scores of correspondents
and local photographers had for weeks been struggling with crowds and erecting pedestals to
obtain.
The devotion of the habitant of rural Quebec to Sir Wilfrid Laurier was well illustrated
by an incident during the campaign of 1911. The Liberal leader was leaving Bonaventure
station, in Montreal, very early one morning to proceed, via Coteau, to accept the nomination for
Soulanges. At the station he passed a little girl, the daughter of a basket-laden woman, on her
way to market. He stopped to pat the child's head and exchange a greeting.
"Qui est l'homme?" ("Who is the man?") asked the astonished mother of a bystander.
"Sir Wilfrid Laurier," replied one of the group of newspapermen nearby.
The woman's face was a picture. "En verite?" ("Indeed, truly?") she persisted, turning
from one to another for confirmation.
When she was convinced she ran after the departing figure and stroked the sleeves of his
coat as if it were something holy. Sir Wilfrid turned and shook her hand, ere the poor woman
fled in confusion.
His love of children was very sincere. On one occasion he was visiting a friend at his
faim near Aurora. One evening he sat down to dinner, and after commencing, excused himself,
went upstairs and shortly returned. Next day the little grand-daughter of his host, who was also
staying at the farm, said that, "Mr. Wilfrid" had forgotten to say goodnight to her the night
before and that he had come up from dinner to kiss her goodnight and speak to her before she
went to sleep.

FIGURE SO
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From: Sir Wilfrid Laurier, McArthur pp. 153-154

A very illuminating incident occurred at the Union Station on one of Sir Wilfrid's last
visits to Toronto which reveals the manner of his appeal to his people. Two young ladies spied
the old statesman walking up aud down the platform by his private car. One of them insisted
that it was Sir Wilfrid, the other that it was not. A newspaper reporter overheard the argument
and settled it by auswering them that it was, indeed, the dean of the House of Commons.
"I wonder it we could shake hands with him?" enquired the girls, excitedly.
The reported approached Sir Wilfrid aud said: "There are two young ladies who would
esteem the honor to shake your had. May I bring them to you, Sir Wilfrid?"
"You may NOT, my young friend!" said Sir Wilfrid, "But you may take me to them."
Which he did, and so gracefully added to his legions.
Much has been said of his affection for children, another expression after all, of that same
kindness and dignity. A Toronto newspaper editor when a boy of fourteen, wrote a long letter to
Sir Wilfrid from the boy's point of view, referring to politics and to Sir Wilfrid's staud on
prohibition and other reforms. Deep as he was in the work of Parliament at the time, Sir Wilfrid
did not neglect to reply promptly, and in a fine, courteous letter, said that he would be glad to
discuss the questions at greater length when he should happen to visit the lad's home-town. And
when Sir Wilfrid passed through that way, the lad was invited to dinner with him. The
politically "kind" man couldn't do that. It required Sir Wilfrid's genuine emotions towards the
young.

FIGURES!
From: Sir Wilfrid Laurier, McArthur p. 155

While he yielded to the worship of those who crowded his car to shake his hand, he did
not show himself to the public one moment before it was necessary. Sometimes the clamor of
admirers forced him from his bed at midnight. With all the love for applause, characteristic of
his race, and of the dramatic temperament, his common sense never deserted him. During his
last tour of Nova Scotia, one morning his boat barely landed when an enthusiastic young woman
crossed the gang plank aud hauded him au armful of flowers. Such is to be expected as part of
every meeting, but there on the bare deck of a steamer the chieftain was nonplussed. As he laid
the gift on the hatch he turned aud said over his shoulder; "Is a man ever so helpless as he is with
a bouquet?"
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ROUTINE
The Lauriers' domestic routine at Laurier House differed little from that during their early
years together in Arthabaska. "In so far as was possible, Sir Wilfrid Laurier confined business to
business hours. His habits did not vary. In the days of his premiership he rose each morning
before eight o'clock. "47 Laurier had breakfast at 9 a.m. while reading the Ottawa Citizen, then he
disappeared into the study with his personal secretary and his mail. When the House of
Commons was in session he usually arrived at his office on Parliament Hill at 10:30 a.m. Once
in the office there was a steady stream of visitors to be received. Apparently, he had a great
dislike of press interviews and rarely gave them. "Sir Wilfrid's relations with the press were of
an unusual character. It was a well Known fact that he never allowed himself to be quoted in an
interview ... "48 Laurierusuallyheard deputations and lobbies after his appointments had been
arranged. In the afternoon the callers as a rule were not so numerous. If the House was sitting,
he usually met his cabinet ministers before Parliament began in the afternoon. He came home
for dinner at 6:30 p.m. and returned for the evening session by 8:00 p.m. In his later years, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier avoided the night sessions whenever possible and would occupy his seat for an
hour and then go home.49 When the house was not in session, he usually spent most of the day in
his library at Lauri er House writing speeches, reading, and working on conespondence.
Like his wife, Laurier was a homebody. "In his home Sir Wilfrid Laurier was an
exponent of the simple life. As a young man he cared little or nothing for games, preferring to
devote his spare time to his books, and as he grew older none of the various forms of amusement
to which Canadians are accustomed to devote much of their time appealed strongly to his fancy.
He did not even succumb to the fascination of golf, the favorite pastime of many men of brain,
and to the last was a "home" man in the truest sense of the word ... Lady Laurier presided, with an
amiable and kindly grace, and what undoubtedly struck the observant guests was the note of
domestic felicity and a freedom from the exactions of officialdom. "50
To travel from his home in Sandy Hill to his Parliament Hill office, Laurier often used
Ottawa's public streetcar system rather than a carriage, or after 1909, have his chauffeur drive
him. 51 In the words of a contemporary magazine: "Sir Wilfrid's democratic principles will not
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McArthur, p. 49.

"

Saturday Night, 14 October 1922.

49

McArthur, p. 44.

50

Ibid.

51

Laurier took the streetcar to his Parliament Hill office just a couple of days before he died.
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allow of his riding in aught else but trams, so, unlike other prime ministers, he eschews cabs. "52
Neighbours were not surprised to find themselves heading home in the same streetcar as the
prime minister. Though he enjoyed fresh air and nature, and apparently liked to take sun baths,
Laurier disliked physical activity. A magazine article in 1897 informed its readership that the
Honourable Wilfrid Lauri er "takes no exercise. "53 He probably never walked to Parliament Hill
even though it was within reasonable walking distance (2.5 kilometres). Luckily for him, the
Ottawa Electric Railway streetcar line ran past his front door.(Figure 52) Prior to the building of
an automobile garage to the rear ofLaurier House in 1909, the most frequent way that the
Lauriers traveled to official engagements was by a horse carriage hired from a local livery stable.
(Figures 53)

52

The Sketch, 30 June 1897, p. 398.

53

Satmday Night, 14 October 1922.
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FIGURE 52

From: NA, PA-143140

Ottawa Electric Street Railway car 1905
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FIGURE 53

From: NA, MG26G Vol.1012
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THE STUDY

Laurier used his study or library to do some of his routine paperwork and
correspondence, but most of his formal paperwork was done in his office in the House of
Commons.(Figures 54, 55) Other than a messenger and a private secretary, there are no
references to clerks or other office staff assisting him at home. "In the quiet of his library at
home Sir Wilfrid spent a great deal of his time, and often burned the midnight oil. In fact, it was
seldom he retired before the day had run its course." 54 The study was also used as a place for
relaxation and contemplation.
Laurier was an avid reader and he spent any free time which he had reading. His great
fondness for books was such that, "He loved the Library of Parliament more than he loved the
Chamber of the Commons." 55 Like Laurier, Sir John Willison, one ofhis biographers, was a
bibliophile and a collector of books. In his 1919 biography ofLaurier, Willison reminisced that
ifhe did not place an order as soon as the Toronto book store catalogues appeared the best books
on history were taken by Laurier. 56 The study at Laurier House contained over five thousand
books. 57 Laurier's reading preferences included historical biographies, the history of Rome and
ancient Greece, the Latin classics by Catullus, Cicero, and Horace, the works of Shakespeare, the
encyclopedia and the Bible. He was particularly interested in the life and the writings of
Abraham Lincoln and collected published works of Lincoln's speeches and addresses. Receipts
from bookstores which he patronized record the purchase of serious reading material, but also
books of a more popular vein, including such titles as Wild Animals I Have Known and Kindred
of the Wild.(Figure 56) These two titles undoubtedly reflect both Zoe and Wilfrid Lauriers'
interest in nature and their fondness for animals.

54

McArthur, p. 15.

55

Willison, p. 165.

56

Ibid., p. 165.
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Pauline Ha1vey-Laurier, Interview, 10 November 1975.
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FIGURE54
From: NA, C-75056
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FIGURE55
From: NA, C-61705
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FIGURE56

From: NA, MG26 G Vol. 1015
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THE GARAGE

Ill the spring of 1909, the Lauriers had the renowned Ottawa architect, W. E. Noffke,
design a carriage house or automobile garage for them in the rear of their property. 58 (Figure 57)
Historic photographs of the garage still survive. 59 (Figure 58) A simple but elegant two story
building, the automobile entrance to the garage faced onto Chapel Street. The garage had living
quarters for the chauffeur and his wife on the second floor and an operational garage on the
ground level. (Figures 59, 60,) After 1909, the purchase of a motor vehicle enabled the Lauriers
to travel in a more modem and convenient fashion in the privacy of their own car. (Figures 61,
62, 63, 64)

58

Werner Ernest Noffke (1878-1964), was a life long supporter of the Liberal party. His only child,
Wilfred Edgar Noffke, was named after his friend, Wilfrid Laurier.

59

The garage was torn down c.1971.
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FIGURE57
From: Canadian Who's Who, 1936-1937 p. 381
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NOFFKE, Werner Ernest; architect; b. Stolp, Germany., 9 Apl. 1878; s. late Franz J. and
late Henrietta (Shilling) N.; e St. Pauls Evangelical Luth. Parochial Sch., mech. Medal
1894; arch. medal 1895; m Ida A. Jordon, 1905; ones. W. Edgar; with exception of one
yr. has practised his prof., Ottawa, Ont., since 1900; under his own name, since 1935; is a
dir. of several private cos., Ottawa, Ont.; partner, Northwood & Noffke, 1900-07;
practised alone, 1907-22; partner, Noffke, Morin & Sylvester, 1922-35; practised in Cal.;
1923-34; has executed comns. for some of the most outstanding bldgs. in Ottawa, incl.
office bldgs., Ottawa Gen. Hosp., dept. bldgs for Dom. govt., chs. And sch. Bldgs.,
together with many indust. And re. Edifices; mem., Bd. Of Valuators apptd. by Federal
Dist. Cornn. in important Ottawa central real estate properties to make way for Greater
Ottawa beautification scheme; served with Gov. Gen's. Foot Guards, 1904-17, with rank
ofmaj.; commanded armed Guard ofHon. for 1"' Dom. Parlt. at commencement of
hostilities of Gt. War; now R.O.; mem., Ont. Assn. of Archs. (Pres., Ottawa Chapter,
1910-11); el. fellow. Roy. Arch. Inst. Of Can., 13 Sept. 1908; Liberal; Lutheran;
recreations fishing, hunting, golf, Clubs Laurentian; Ottawa Hunt and Golf; Office 30
Central Chambers, 46 Elgin St., Ottawa, Ont.; Home 209 Wilbrod St., Ottawa, Ont
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FIGURE 58

From: NA, C-79937

Photo of garage, post 1950. When compared to the following plans, it can be
seen that modifications and additions were made to the garage - notably the
removal of the large carriage door and the addition of the shed at the opposite
end.
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FIGURE59
From: NA, NMC 130042
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FIGURE60

From: NA, NMC 130042

~.

i

~

. g

_'

r--~·-~-_,,.,,.___.,,..

__

~-,,,--~

.l/h(.•r_li:.f:>~1L l?.i!..1.

......

.

- ,fl;ne &k Q,l?M:•;f'i!,S,~ 1:}uk·h~W&pLpft&r§B1m_h_s5scm-f u ..·.,....

. . . . ~-:e.~:r@:.:JtAs:t1CE.£,..,~*·1saA1'g, F.,,,.,
-

\,l"'Et:!PrvrJrsf:'.h,!i...':r!._Jtili.J~ciiBIJHl.'1'EC1!. -

-

g~~cW.r~?wv Oen.iw,B"}1~ 0-:1~ - ..

- §,r;g
<!.< {] , .../ "·
· ·· y;;: y;,,,,,:I"""
· ·"" - rnf
f.ltJ<,,c,.,'rl

~ ....... (.,µ-!..4'

·-··-···-···-----------~

100

FIGURE 61
From: NA, MG26GVol1021
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FIGURE62

From: NA, C-63518

Car at Laurier House, 1914.
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FIGURE63
Frnm: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1022
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FIGURE64
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1021
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THE MORNING ROOM

The morning room is one of the few rooms for which Laurier period photographs still
exist. A small cosy sun-lit room on the first floor with a south-west exposure, the morning room
reflected contemporary fashions in furnishings and decoration.(Figures 65, 66.) Photographs of
this room provide us with a record of this room's function and arrangement, but also give us an
insight into Zoe Laurier's personality and character. Apparently, the morning room was Zoe
Laurier's favorite room. In it she relaxed, listened to her player piano, engaged in one of her
favorite hobbies - knitting, enjoyed her birds, took light meals, and entertained her closest
friends. 60
Zoe Lauder was very fond of both classical and popular musical. An accomplished piano
player herself, she had taught the piano before she was married. The Lauriers were strong
supporters of the arts in Canada. They were both the friends and patrons of such internationally
renowned concert singers as Eva Gauthier and Emma Albani.(Figures 67, 68, 69) The Lauriers
were also the patrons of the painter, Suzor Cote, and the sculptor, Louis Philippe Hebert.
(Figures 70, 71.) Numerous pieces of Hebert's and Cote's art work graced the Lauriers' Ottawa
home.(Figure 72) When a visitor entered the house and was lead into the main hall, the first
thing that they would have noticed were several objets d'art in bronze and wood. 61
Zoe Lauder had a great fondness for animals and she kept a small menagerie in her
Ottawa home. 62 Early photographs of the morning room show a birdcage in the comer of the
room sitting by the window. Both she and Wilfrid loved birds. The cage in the morning room
.held cana1ies or Bengalis finches.(Figures 73, 74.) In addition to birds, at least one cat, and one
or two dogs, usually Pomeranians, were the lucky pets of this gentle rnistress. 63 (Figures 75, 76,
77)

60

Her hobby of knitting must have been fairly well known, because in 1918, on her and Wilfrid's
fiftieth wedding anniversary, she was given a pair of gold knitting needles. These knitting
needles are in the collection of Laurier artifacts at Laurier House, National Historic Site.

61

The Gentlewoman, 21May1904.

62

A newspaper article in 1920, noted that Lady Laurier owned several canaries, a Persian cat, a
fox terrier called "Gyp" and a Pomeranian called "Kewpie". This article also noted that one of
Lady Laurier's former pets, a black Pomeranian called Peter, had been given to her by Lady
Aberdeen. Montreal Star, 6 November, 1920.

63

In an interview, the Lauriers' niece, Pauline Harvey-Laurier, noted that one of the dogs was
called "Fritz''. Pauline Harvey-Laurier, Interview, 25 July 1978.
106

One of Zoe Laurier's pastimes was playing cards. In an interview in 1976, Zoe Laurier's
niece, Pauline Harvey-Laurier, remembered that a round card table with chairs an-anged around it
sat in the centre of the morning room. 64 Cards, sometimes bridge, but more often poker (one of
Zoe's favorite card games), were played in the morning room Monday nights.

64

Pauline Harvey-Laurier, Interview, 22 September 1976.
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FIGURE65

From: NA, C-75055

Morning Room, circa 1920
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FIGURE66
From: NA, C-29352
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Morning Room, circa 1920.
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FIGURE67
From: Roll Back the Years - History of Canadian Recorded Sound and Its Legacy :
Genesis to 1930 p.138
A musical trailblazer was mezzo-soprano Eva Gauthier (1885-1958) of Ottawa. She and
her sister Juliette, also an ambitious singer, were proteges of Prime Minister Lauri er. Miss
Gauthier studied in Paris and Italy in 1901 and, five years later, toured with the diva Emma
Albani, who had become her friend. In 1907, she again accompanied Mme. Albani on the aging
soprano's farewell tour of Canada. Miss Gauthier became a specialist in modem music. She
performed, encouraged, and championed contemporary music in many parts of the world and
was among the first of the concert singers to include popular songs in her programs. She
recorded well into the electric era.

FIGURE68
From: Chronicle of Canada p. 334
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Chronicle of Canada presents a series of fabricated newspaper
articles, written in the 1980s, which are meant to present events in
Canadian history as they might have been reported in a
contemporary newspaper.
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FIGURE 69
From; Roll Back the Years - History of Canadian Recorded Sound and Its Legacy :
Genesis to 1930 p.127
At the beginning of the twentieth century, there was no active recording industry in
Canada, but Canadian artists were making a name for themselves in the U.S. and Europe.
A glimpse into the operatic and conceit style of the nineteenth century is provided by the
very few and difficult-to-find recordings by the diva Emma Albani (1847-1930). She was born
Marie-Louise-Cecile-Emma Lajeunesse. At age eight, she went to the Sacred Heart Convent in
Montreal, where she attracted attention by her unusual musical talent. She continued her musical
education in Paris, studying with Duprez and Lampe1ti. She made her operatic debut at Messina
in 1870 as Amina in La Sonnambula. Two years later, Madame Albani made her first
appearance at Covent Gardens - again as Amina - and became the toast of London's opera goers
for the next twenty-four years. She became a special favorite ofBritains's Royal Family,
beginning with Queen Victoria. In March 1890, she made her Metropolitan Opera debut in
Othello, and a year later became a leading soprano of the company. She did some recording in
1904-5 and retired from opera in 1906. However, financial reverses forced her to come out of
retirement, and she began a new career in music halls. In 1925, Madame Albani was make a
Dame of the British Empire.

FIGURE 70
From: Canadian Men & Women of the Time p. 261
Cote, Aurele Suzor, artists-peintre. S. late Theohile C. N.P., collr. Provincial revenue,
Arthabaska, P.Q., and - (Suzor) C.; nephew Mgr. P.H. Suzor, V.-G. OfNicolet, P.Q.; b.
Arthabaska, 1870; e. Commercial Acad., there; unm.; originally a ch. Decorator; went to Paris,
Mch., 1891; studied at the Ecole Nat. des Beaux Arts, under Lefebre; won the grand prize for the
competitive picture, "The Death of Archimedes," 1898; took a bronze and a gold med. At the
Exp. Universale, 1900 (where he was one of the judges in the fine arts sec.); had exhibited
pictures at the salon in 1894, and again subsequently one of his pictures "Pastourelle", was
admitted to the reward list; one of his Salon pictures "Retour des Champs," has been specially
admired; apptd. an offr. d' Acad. by the French Govt., 1901; commissioned by the Dom. Govt. to
execute panel decorations and illustrations for Parlt. Bldgs., Ottawa, 1908; had exhibited
frequently in Can., where his works are highly prized (see Le Joum. De Fram;aise, Jan. 4, 1908,
and Toronto Globe, for Feb. 5, 1910, for appreciations); among his more recent works have been
a portrait of Sir W. Lauri er for the Parlt. buildings, Ottawa; "The Landing Of Champlain at
Quebec", and "The Discovery of Canada by Jacques Cartier," all three of much merit - Care W.
Scott & Son, Notre Dame St., Quebec.
"By preference a landscape painter, but no branch of the painter's art can be regarded as closed
to him. As a colourist is marvellously select and varied. As a draughtsman he is learned,
correct, and elegant, with a fine sense of the rhythm of line, and his modelling is fine as well as
subtle. His style is bold, vigorous and strongly personal." 0. Citizen
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FIGURE 71

From: Canadian Men & Women of the Time

P. 519

Hebert, Louis Philippe, sculptor
S. late Theophile and Julie (Bourgeois) H.; on father's side of Acadian origin, on mother's side
descended from a French family that emigrated to Canada after the French revolution; b, Ste.
Sophie d'Halifax, Co. Megantic, P.Q., Jan. 27, 1850; e. local schs; m., May, 1879, Marie d.
Thos. Roy, Montreal, and niece of Victor Roy, architect; as a youth worked on a farm; went to
Rome as a Pontifical Zouave, 1869; studied for his prof. in the atelier ofN. Bourassa (q.v.),
Montreal, and afterwards at Paris; some time prof. of modelling, Assn. Arts and Manufacturers,
Montreal, of which he was V-P., 1898; R.C.A., 1883; has won and received a great number of
prizes, both in money and meds.; awarded the Confederation med. by the Can. Govt. as a mark
of appreciation of his talents, 1894; created a Knight of the Legion of Honour (France), 1901;
C.M.G., 1903; among his best known works are the following: the De Salaberry Monument,
Chambly, P.Q.; the Sir Geo. E. Cartier, Hon. Alex Mackenzie, Sir John Macdonald and Queen
Victoria Monuments, Parlt. Square, Ottawa; the Maisonneuve, Chenier, Hon. John Young,
Archbp. Bourget, and Pierre Le Gardeur statues, Montreal; the Laval Monument, Quebec, and
the Howe statue, Halifax; executed a number of historical statues for the Legislative Bldgs.,
Quebec, 1886; R.C. - 217 Berri St., Montreal.
"The equal of any man who has moulded clay on this continent." -Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Lauri er
(q.v.).

From: MacMillan Dictionary of Canadian Biography, p. 348
Hebert, Louis Philippe (1850-1917), sculptor, was born at Ste. Sophie d'Halifax, Megantic
county, Lower Canada, on January 27, 1850, the son ofTheophile Hebert and Julie Bourgeois.
He studied art at Montreal under Napoleon Bourassa (q.v.), and afterwards in France. In 1883 he
was elected a member of the Royal Canadian Academy; and he became the most notable
Canadian sculptor and designer of monuments of his day. He died at Westmount, Quebec, on
June 13, 1917. In 1901 he was created chevalier of the Legion of Honour in France; and in 1903
he was made a C.M.G.

From: Encyclopedia Canadiana p. 106
Hebert, Louis Philippe, sculptor: b. Jan. 27, 1850, at Ste. Sophie d'Halifax, Lower Canada; d. in
Montreal, June 13, 1917. Son ofTheophile Hebert and Julie Bourgeois; of Acadian descent. A
trip to Rome in 1869-71 inspired him to continue his interest in wood-carving. He entered the
studio of Napoleon Bourassa in Montreal and worked for several years carving images for
churches. On his return to Canada after a period of study in Paris, his first major work was the
statue of Cartier on Parliament Hill, Ottawa, which won him a prize from the Canadian
Government. The Quebec government then commissioned eight statues of historic figures for
112

the facade of its Legislative Buildings. Hebert lived in Paris, 1890-1902, then settled
permanently in Montreal. He was recognized as the foremost Canadian sculptor of his time.
Elected R.C. A, 1883; created C.M.G., 1903. The Maisonneuve monument in the Place
d' Armes, Montreal, and the Madeleine de Vercheres memorial at Vercheres, Que., represent his
early work; the statue of Tilley in Saint John and the South African War Memorial in Calgary are
examples of his later work. In 1879 he manied Maria Roy of Montreal; they had two sons Adrien (1890-1967), a painter, and Henri, a sculptor - and two daughters. See Stevenson, 0. J. A
People's Best, Toronto, 1927; Canadian Who Was Who, Vol. 1.
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FIGURE72

G26 G, Vol.1016
From:NA,M
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FIGURE73
From: The Gentlewoman May 1904
The (;entlmomm1.

Gentlewomen at Home.
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FIGURE74
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol.1012
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FIGURE75

From: NA, MG26
Transctibed from a handwritten original.
"To the Premier
Cascades, Nov. 21''/41
Dear Mr. King
First, I want to thank you for replying to my former letter. There are times when
sympathy knows no bounds. Cannot be his under a bushel, hence the candlestick (Just a faithful
little dog).
Now Mr. King I have had in my possession for nearly five years - a very Historic Afghan
from Laurier House, with the "L" and twenty fleur-de-lis crests all worked beautifully. With St.
Lin Que., being fixed as an Historic site in commemoration of a great and noble statesman, it
gives me great pleasure to mail you this afghan for your approval if such would be suitable to
place there. The gentleman who sent me the afghan sent it as a gift with the compliment, that I
was the only one he knew could fix it up. He judged my ability to fix things very highly but I
think it can be fixed up. I discarded a lot that was moth eaten to a finish. He told me the rug
was for a dog that was always taken out in the carriage. The rug is handmade and I would like to
know if that person is still living.
Yours sincerely
Mrs. S. E. Wilson"

117

FIGURE76

From: NA, C-75058

Lady Laurier' s pet dog Koso, no date. Photo was taken in the third floor
room which became King's breakfast room.
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FIGURE 77

From: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1017
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THE DRAWING ROOM OR SALON

A number of historical photographs of the drawing room for the period c. 1899 to 1920
survive. The earliest photographs (1899-1907) show a comfortable middle-class drawing room
typical of the time.(Figures 78, 79 80, 81) The style of the room is eclectic - it contains a
mixture of several styles of furniture and an interesting variety of decorative furnishings. The
room is filled with a profusion of Oriental carpets, chairs, tables, draperies, artwork,
knickknacks, china and glass ornaments. Art work in the salon included small pieces of
sculpture and several paintings by the Canadian artist Suzor Cote. A magazine article from 1904
noted that the predominant colours of the Lanriers' salon were "soft harmonising shades of green,
rose and ecru". 65 In interviews, Lanrier's niece remembered specific items in the drawing room,
including a pink carpet, a large chandelier and a baby grand piano of rosewood. 66 Flowers and
potted plants were also a feature of both the morning room and the salon. Zoe Lauri er had a
great fondness for flowers, especially roses.
Later photographs of the salon taken in 1920, the year before Lady Lanrier's death, show
a room containing costlier furnishings : elegant reproduction Louis XVI style furniture,
neo-classical sculpture, fine china, art glass, and gilt chairs covered in tapestry. (Figures 82, 83)
The gilt chairs were part of a drawing room suite impmted from Europe through a Montreal
furniture retailer in 1907.(Figure 84) A prominent feature of the drawing room was the pair of
elegant leaded glass panelled doors connecting the drawing room to the dining room.(Figure 85)
These doors which the Lauriers purchased in 1901, replaced old fashioned portieres or heavy
doorway drapes which separated the dining and drawing room. As part of the renovations which
Mackenzie King made to the house in 1922 and 1923, the doors between the dining room and
the drawing room were removed and the doorway was closed up.
The drawing room, or salon as it was sometimes called, was another room which the
Lauriers used for entertaining. One of the main functions which the Lauriers' drawing room
served was as a place for musical recitals or "musicales" .(Figure 86) Zoe Laurier usually held
her musicales on Saturday evenings. At these semiformal recitals, guests gathered around a
rosewood baby-grand piano or perhaps listened to the singing of special musical guests such as
Emma Albani or Eva Gauthier. While the Lauriers' drawing room witnessed many happy
occasions, on one occasion this room served the very sad function as the resting place for Wilfrid
Lanrier's coffin prior to the official lying in state in the temporary House of Commons at the
Victoria Museum. 67 Wilfrid Laurier lay, dressed in his Windsor uniform, decorated with his

"

The Gentlewoman, 21 May 1904.

66

Pauline Harvey-Laurier, Interview, 10 November 1975 and 8 October 1976.

67

The Parliament Buildings, which had burnt down in a fire in 1916, were under reconstruction
from 1916-1917. During this period, a temporary House of Commons was set up in the Victoria
Museum on Metcalfe Street.
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orders and ribbons in the drawing room of Laurier House. The drawing room was so full of
floral wreaths and offerings that it "seemed as though they must encroach upon the space left for
the passers by. "68 The floral wreaths and tributes came from Canadians of all walks of life. Over
a period of two days, a silent saddened throng lined the sidewalk to Laurier House waiting for
their tum to pay their last respects to the old chieftain. According to a contemporary newspaper,
the door which was "ever open to his friends in life was even wider open to those who came to
him in death. Ten thousand people passed before his bier where it lay in the drawing
room. "69(Figure 87) Children waiting to see their dear friend for the last time, were prominent
in the quiet crowd who lined the sidewalk in front of the house.

68

Montreal Herald and Daily Telegraph, 22 February 1919.

69

Ibid.
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FIGURE78
From: Chronicle of Canada p. 490
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Chronicle of Canada presents a series of fabricated newspaper articles, written in the 1980s,
which are meant to present events in Canadian history as they might have been reported in a
contemporary newspaper.
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FIGURE79
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Frnm: City of Ottawa Archives, CA-20092

A photo of the Laurier Drawing Room published in the 1899 publication City of Ottawa
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FIGURE SO
From: NA, C-75072

Lady Laurier in the Drawing Room, pre-1907.
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FIGURE 81

I

Fl'om: NA, C-121881

North east comer of Drawing Room, pre 1907.
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FIGURE82
From: NA, C-75063

The south east comer of the Drawing Room, circa 1920.

126

I

FIGURE83
From: NA, C-36580

The Drawing Room, circa 1920
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FIGURE84
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol.1019
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FIGURE 85
From: NA, C-110194

Doors originally in Lauri er House between the dining room and drawing room.
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FIGURE86
From: Our Social Manual pp. 261-267
SOIREES, MUSICALES AND LAWN PARTIES.
In France almost any social gathering that occurs in the evening is called a soiree. Here
in this country the term soiree is applied to an evening entertainment that partakes of the nature
of an evening party, but is not quite so elaborate and means earlier hours both of arrival and
departure.
Soirees, as a rule, offer some particular form of amusement, such as music, dancing, a
reading; and interchange of bright ideas, such as a conversazione. It means also pretty evening
dress, not elaborate, ball costume, and a supper. It attracts gentlemen, who appreciate the easygoing, early-houred soiree. That is, gentlemen who do not particularly care for the ball-room,
and it is here we are sure to find wits and the aristocracy of intellect. In short, the very best
elements of society are found in the elegant unpretentious soiree, where the intelligent woman
of fashion has the tact to welcome and make at home the artist, the author, the professional man,
and the man of business. The soiree has still another advantage: a lady can give one in a small
house and with very little expenditure, and if she has the gift of entertaining, her gathering will
always be sought after.

Suitable Dress
Women, as before mentioned, wear pretty evening dress (not ball costume), and remove
their bonnets, and in this way differing from matinees and from morning receptions, at both of
which entertainments bonnets are worn. Men wear morning dress. (See Department of Dress).
Receiving Guests
For small evening parties, the host and hostess during the early part of the evening
remain near the door to receive guests. Later they must mingle with the company to assist in
entertaining. A late arrival, however, should be noted, though it is their place to search out their
hostess and offer the greetings of the evening.
As guests enter the room the hostess should advance a step to meet them. Her words of
greeting should be first addressed to the elder ladies of an incoming group, then the young ladies,
lastly the gentlemen. The hostess should be perfectly at her ease, having apparently no thought
beyond the reception rooms.
The Entertainment
Where the entertainment is mixed, a little music is appropriate, a little dancing and a little
card-playing. It is well to engage some one to play for the dancing, since guests usually so not
care to preside at the instrument. A violin is a great addition.
If, however, the dancing is an afterthought, any gentleman who is a good pianist may
offer his services to relieve any lady at the instrument.
The hostess should see that conversation does not lag. She must not interrupt an
entertaining tet-a-tete, unless it lasts too long; but, if conversation languish between a couple
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thrown together, she should bring in a third person, or draw away one, while substituting
another.

Invitations
If invitations are issued a week or ten days in advance, the hostess has a right to expect
that her guests should arrive on time, and carefully attired.
The form of the invitation is similar to an "At Home", as: Mrs. Emmons Van Zant, At
Home, Thursday, June sixteenth, at eight o'clock. 2040 Westmoreland Street.
Duty of Guests
The hostess may ask her guests to sing or play; but, if they refuse, it is bad taste to urge
them. The hostess, if she plays or sings, may favor the guests with a single selection after others
have been heard. It is well for amateurs to master a few pieces that they can render without the
notes. This relieves one of that time-worn excuse- "I haven't my notes." This is also the case
with those who sing. By ceasing to urge performers, the company will be freed from much of
that repeated, coy refusal that only needs sufficient coaxing to comply.
When a lady is asked to play or sing, the gentleman nearest her should at once escort her
to the piano, remaining near her while she plays, and turning the music, if he be competent. He
will also take charge of her fan, bouquet and gloves, and when the music is finished he will again
offer his arm for her return to her seat. At the same time he will thank her for the pleasure she
has given himself and the company. Other guests, together with the hostess, should also express
their gratification. Never conm1ent on the quality of the instrument. Never offer to tum the
sheets of instrumental music unless familiar with the notes.
When any one is playing or singing, let the company preserve silence, and if they should
converse, let it be in the lowest tomes. To interrupt a performer is the worst possible taste.
Instrumental perfom1ers have as much right to expect the courtesy of silence as vocalists. The
hostess has the privilege of indicating, to a noisy group, by a gesture, her desire for silence.
Those who will talk should at least withdraw from the immediate vicinity of the instrument. If
asked to play an accompaniment, do so, not to display your own accomplishments, but so as to
afford the best possible support for the singer.
MUSICALES
A musicale, or a musical reception, is a difficult entertainment. A program must be
arranged, and sufficient amateur performers secured to make a success of the affair. Herein
comes the difficulty, amateurs, after a very unwilling consent has been wrung from them and
their name and selection placed upon the program, are so little to be depended upon. Would that
there could be found some way of oiling the machinery at a musical entertainment and of
soothing the ruffled feelings of a hostess when those most depended upon to render assistance
withdraw at the last moment for some vague reason. When one firmly refuses at the first to
appear upon the program, no offence can be taken, but to withdraw for any but the most urgent
reason is an actual breach of etiquette.
For this reason, those hostesses whose purses are of sufficient length, are driven to
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employ professional assistance upon these occasions. Another objection to amateur performers
is the semi-professional jealousy existing between them as to precedence on the program.
Arranging the Program
If the musicale is to be entirely professional, much trouble will be saved by seeking some
prominent musician, and with him arrange the program, and letting him act for the hostess in the
matter.
A professional artist should not be kept beyond the time agreed for, neither should he be
urged to render selections entirely different, or largely in excess of those arranged for. The
hostess should express her pleasure, and may request some small favor. Applause is allowable,
but it must be within limits.
A courteous reception must be accorded to all performers by those who desire their
talents. The hostess should see that the piano is carefully tuned and not keyed too high.
It is customary to commence with a piece of instrumental music, followed by solos,
duets, quartets, etc., with instrumental music between.
A successful musicale can be held with the piano alone for music, an accompanist, and a
tenor and soprano of note, but very often a violin is added, and sometimes a mandolin orchestra
and four or more singers vary the program. Professional singers and musicians usually leave
when their numbers are over, in order to protect their throats from night air and the strain of
conversation.
Guests should arrive early so that the confusion of entrance and taking seats will be over
before the music begins. If late, they should wait until the number then in progress is finished
before taking their places. The singular impression , so common everywhere, that at all society
gatherings it is much more genteel to appear late upon the scene that at the time appointed, has
less reason to justify it when a musicale is the entertainment than at any other entertainment or
society event, except a dinner. Music, interrupted by noise, is a failure. The cards of invitation
are after this fashion:

Mrs. Chandos Miller,
At Home
Thursday, June fifth, at eight
o'clock
25 Westmoreland Street
Music

The programs are usually written instead of printed, and are sometimes hand-painted and
ribbon-bedecked, and again they are engraved on dainty cards. They are frequently enclosed
with the invitations.
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If dancing is included, this is the formula:

Mrs. Chandos Miller,
At Home
Thursday, June fifth, at eight
o'clock
25 Westmoreland Street
Music
Dancing at eleven

If the musicale is for afternoon, it partakes of the nature of the matinee. Bonnets are to
be worn. Refreshments are not necessarily served. The afternoon is often selected when noted
stars are to sing, since their time is taken up in the evening. The evening musicale, however, is a
more brilliant affair.
Replies are to be sent to these invitations, since for any entertainment when all are to be
seated, it is a convenience to know the number of guests.
The drawing-room is cleared of the greater part of its furniture, and, if dancing is to
follow, the carpet is covered with canvas, or removed, ifthere is a hard wood floor. Camp chairs
are provided for the guests.

Arrangement of Perfo1mers and Guests.
The seating an-angements should present a clear space for the performers. Too close
proximity is not conducive to tranquility on the part of the singer, and also spoils the tone effect.
Professional singers insist upon sufficient space. Remove all ornaments of breakable china and
bric-a-brac from the vicinity of the piano, which shonld be bare of cover, and admit of the lid
being easily raised and lowered. A bowl of cracked ice, some tumblers, and a pretty jug of water
should be placed upon a table near the piano. Good ventilation should be ensured. A reading or
recitation can be introduced into a musical program with good effect, and a long program should
be divided by a recess for conversation, and to permit those to retire who do not wish to remain
to the end.
If dancing follows, the camp chairs are removed, or placed where they can be used.
Supper is also served before the dancing. Cigars, matches and ash trays are usually found in the
library by the gentlemen, or cigars are placed in the clock room to be smoked on the journey
home. Either plan, or their omission altogether, is eminently proper.
A day musicale calls for morning dress for men, and a visiting or walking toilet for
women. An evening affair, with dancing, call for evening dress for both.

From: Our Social Manual pp. 288-291
Breakfast, Luncheons and Teas
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One waitress, if quick and deft, can readily wait on a dozen people, especially if all the
necessary articles for changing the courses, plates, silver, etc., are arranged on a side table in the
room or outside the door.
There are many attractive menus that can be suggested for teas, but the following seems
to demand as little home labor for satisfactory results as any other. The word tea, by the way, is
something of a misnomer, as at these entertainments the beverages are ahnost invariably coffee
or chocolate, or both, tea being left entirely out of the question.
Menu
Bouillon. Bread. Crackers. Celery. Pickled Oysters.
Chicken Salad. Peanut Sandwiches. Olives. Salted Almonds.
Chocolate. Coffee. Ice Cream. Fancy Cakes. Fruit.
Serve the bouillon in cups, and be sure it is very hot. Have a thin slice oflemon floating
on the surface of each cup. Pass crackers (the Zephyr or Snowflake brands are best,) with this,
and choice blanched celery. If the tables are set before the guests arrive, it is well to have a
couple of short stalks of celery laid at each plate and spare that amount of waiting. Have each
cup and saucer set in a plate, and take all three pieces off at once. Either tea or coffee cups may
be used, and it is, of course, unnecessary to have them match.
The pickled oysters, with not too much liquor, may either be served on the same plate
with the salad or separately. Glass or china dishes may hold the salad and oysters. Forks should
be used with this course. The sandwiches must be neatly piled on fringed napkins on bread
plates, and must be passed several times, and the olives and salted ahnonds may fill small glass
dishes. The coffee and chocolate should be poured out at a side table, and sugar and cream
passed with them to each person.
The ice cream should also be served off the table and passed in the plate or saucer from
which it is to be eaten. The cakes should be prettily arranged in a cake dish with a doily under
them. The fruit should be placed on a flat salver, a high piled dishes are apt to be top heavy and
difficult to pass. Oranges, bananas, grapes, the last cut into rather small bunches, make a pretty
array. Each guest must be supplied with a fruit plate, doily, finger bowl, fruit knife and fork or
spoon. Souvenirs are sometimes given, or attractive menu cards are used.
Five O'clock Teas, or "At Homes."
Some ladies make it a point to be "at home" almost every day at a certain hour, and serve
tea or coffee in their drawing-rooms, accompanied by either wafers, macaroons, fancy cakes, or
small delicate sandwiches, and perhaps bouillon for masculine callers.
Such a lady who is bright and interesting, who gives a warm welcome, yet does not bind
any one to a longer stay than the conventional ten minutes, is sure of drawing about her a
delightful circle of acquaintances, men and women alike being pleased to drop in on their way
home from the city, or from more pretentious gatherings.
This is the afternoon tea in its simplest form. In London afternoon tea is universal. If
you are calling anywhere in the latter part of the afternoon, tea and thin bread and butter will be
offered you as a matter of course, or if it has already been handed round, you will be asked if you
have had your tea, and if not a fresh supply will be immediately brought.
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If bread is thin enough, butter fresh, cake good, and tea and coffee perfection, you have
provided all that is necessary. Jn warm weather ices or strawberries could be added. Jn England
yon will very seldom be given more than this at the best houses, and in Italy, where the afternoon
receptions are the most agreeable entertainments imaginable, you will never be offered anything
more that dainty little cakes, chocolate and tea. There slight refreshments are usually served in
the simplest way. The hostess herself, or if the guests are numerous a white-capped bonne or
two, pours out the tea and chocolate and the men of the party hand it to the ladies. Often the
children of the house flit to and fro, carrying cups of tea or plates of cake, and everybody talks to
everybody else. There will be the best pictures on the walls or the easels, often the best music
from people the world knows well, and a reception thus simple in point of refreshment, but rich
in the pleasures of art, is a memorable delight.
Still other ladies are at home on some one afternoon in each week, and announce that fact
on their cards under their names as follows: Thursdays in February. Tea at Four O'clock. Or, if
for a single occasion, it may read thus: Four O'clock Tea. Tuesday, February Fifth. Or, Mrs.
George Green, Five O'clock Tea. Tuesday, January Fifth. 47 Sussex Place. The year, or P.M.
should not appear on the card.
These invitations require no answer, and no after call, since really it is nothing more that
a grand calling day. Those who cannot attend, call as soon as convenient, and those who come
leave cards in the hall. Walking or carriage costumes are worn. Men wear morning dress. The
hostess dons a handsome reception gown, never an evening dress. The young ladies who assist
her are prettily clad in fabrics that suit the season, but which must not suggest ball toilet.
The simple refreshments served must be the very best of their kind. This style of
afternoon tea is suitable for city or suburban life.

The Five O'clock Tea Table.
Beginning with the table itself, it may be a small oval, circular or hexagon shape. Any
one of these if preferable to a square on. If the surface of the table is highly polished and it is
preferred not to cover it entirely, a handsome square or round centrepiece doily, which is only a
dinner centrepiece, is used, or a teacloth a yard square may prettily and wholly veil it.
For the actual furnishing of the table there are required a tea caddy, teapot, a hot water
kettle, a cosy, a wafer or cracker dish, two or three pretty cups and saucers, cream jug and sugar
bowl.
To measure the tea with a spoon is not considered quite so correct, and so redolent of the
old-time flavor as to use the cup-cover of the caddy, "one fill to a brew". A glass mat may be
provided to set the hot teapot upon, and the spoons are laid loose upon the table.
Cups should hold more than an actual thimbleful, though they need not hold a pint, and
should bear some relation to the laws of gravitation in their poise upon the saucer. They should
have a smooth rim. A fluted edge is a most uncomfortable finish for a drinking vessel. The
wafer-basket may be silver, china or cut glass.
For the winter months many hostesses have introduced a variety on the menu of the five
o'clock tea table. Tea is a doubtful beverage in many hands, and is wholly abjured by many
women as injurious to the complexion, hence a big egg-shaped um, beneath with a tiny alcohol
jet bums, is set up in the corner of the drawing room. The um is filled with chicken bouillon,
served piping hot in small silver cups, and with an invigorating dash of sherry for those who
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prefer it so. With the bouillon are served platters of toasted wafer biscuit that have been
sparingly buttered and lightly sprinkled with salt. Sometimes, in place of salt, a powdering of
cheese is grated over the hot cracker, and for a relish at five o'clock nothing could be preferable
to this light, warm repast. Men, it is well to remark, heartily advocate the change from insipid
tea to the invigorating hot bouillon.
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From: Montreal Herald February 19, 1919

Dressed In Windsor Uniform Chieftain Lies Among Flowers
Floral Tributes Arn Pouring Into Bereaved Home by the Carload - Now Known That Sir
Wilfrid Laurier Fell And Hit His Forehead as He Was Leaving Parliament Buildings Last
Saturday Afternoon But He Made Light of the Accident

(Special to the Herald)
Ottawa, Feb. 19 - The mortal remains of Sir Wilfrid Laurier now lie surrounded by perfect
masses of flowers in the drawing room, where he and Lady Laurier were wont to entertain their
guests. There is no end to the flowers which are coming to the Capital. They are arriving in
carloads at the station and being conveyed in the form of wreaths, cushions, crosses and shields
to the home on Laurier Avenue.
Sir Wilfiid is dressed in the Windsor unifonn which he had worn for many a day. His
orders and ribbons are in his breast and the impassive face is very peaceful.
Visitors come and mutely gaze upon it and pass out again. Until late last night they came
and went, men and women in all walks of live [sic] and today they are coming and going.
There is a small mark on the left side of the forehead. It is now learned that on Saturday
afternoon when in the House of Commons death first tapped at the door. Dizziness struck him
as he was about to leave his office and he fell striking his forehead and causing a slight abrasion.
However he recovered and took a street car home. Later his physician noticing the bruise asked:
"What is this?"
Sir Wilfrid made light of it. His left leg was not so strong as his right, he said, and he
had had a foolish fall, but there is little doubt that in his own mind that fall was a premonition of
the end.
At times he and Lady Lauri er were accustomed to speculate on the future state. Recently
she opened the subject, but Sir Wilfrid passed it off.
"Death!" he said. "Why speak of it? If there was life before, there will be life after."
Lady Lauri er is bearing up well. She rose and dressed last evening and came down and
sat with a few intimate friends in the room adjoining them in which her husband lay.
Quebec Wants Grave
"Quebec wants the remains of her most illustrious soul." Strong representations are
being made to have Sir Wilfrid Lauri er interred in St. Charles cemetery in the centre of the
constituency of Quebec East, which he had represented for over forty years in the Canadian
Parliament. Tentatively it has been decided that he should rest in the Notre Dane Cemetery here
in the Capital City of the Dominion, but to-day there are decidedly divided opinions and Lady
Laurier herself is sorely undecided in her mind.
"When I die," Sir Wilfrid is reported to have said on several occasions, "my body
belongs to my friends to do with as they see fit." Now his friends and compatriots from Quebec
are claiming his mortal remains. It is represented that should he be buried in his own county the
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resting place would be for years to come a shrine to which his people could come. The cemetery
of St. Charles is by the national highway and the monument would be visible from there.
A large proportion of Sir Wilfrid's former colleague strongly favor his internment there
and are urging it. Among them are Hon. Jacques Bureau and Ernest Lapointe. On the other
hand, Lady Laurier intends to end her days in Ottawa and would wish to have him near.
Before the House adjourns on Thursday Sir Thomas White will move the following
resolution.
"That it is resolved that in the opinion of this House the mortal remains of the Right
Honorable Sir Wilfrid Laurier, G.C.M.G., should be publicly interred and that this House will
concur in giving to the ceremony a fitting degree of solemnity and importance.

"An Old World Character," Says Friend ofLaurier
London, February 19 - T.P. O'Connor, in a personal sketch occupying two columns in the Daily
Telegram, says Sir Wilfrid Laurier might have walked right out of the picture gallery at
Versailles or other great collections of French historical and eighteenth century worthies.
Though some respects as modem as every Canadian, Laurier always looked on a figure from in
the eighteenth century, and his mind remained also somewhat in the eighteenth century with its
delicious irony, its refusal while taking everything seriously, to ta!ce anything tragically with its
combination of faith in the infinite possibilities of the human being in the future, and yet with the
tolerant and open-eyed realization of all that is self-seeking and uncertain in the average human
being.
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THE DINING ROOM

The dining room was used for private family meals as well as for luncheons and dinner
parties. Knowing that Zoe Laurier was so fond of flowers, we can assume that the dining room
table was probably decorated with a flower arrangements. A reference in a Toronto society
column infom1ed the public that, "Lady Laurier was the hostess at a most enjoyable luncheon on
Monday. The table was daintily decorated with tulips and carnations. 1170
According to a 1904 edition of the British women's magazine, The Gentlewoman, the
Lauriers' dining room was richly coloured with crimson wallpaper and dark brown mahogany
fumiture. 71 The dining room furniture had been given to the Lauriers byfue Senate in 1896
when Wilfrid Lauri er became prime minister. At the tum of the century, other furnishings in the
room included a tall cabinet containing mementoes ofLaurier's career, a large jardiniere, a
portrait of Lord Strathcona and a copy of the Venus de Milo. 72 Unfortunately, no photographs of
the Lauriers' dining room has survived.

70

Saturday Night, 18 February 1899.

71

The Gentlewoman, 21 May 1904.

n

Ibid.
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THE BILLIARD ROOM

In the Victorian and Edwardian period the billiard room was the exclusive realm of men.
Laurier's male guests would have been invited to play billiards, while the female guests would
have joined Lady Laurier for cards. Architectural drawings made up for Mackenzie King in
1922, by the Toronto architectural firm of Sproat! & Rolph, indicate an oak floored billiard room
on the third floor of the house.(Figure 88) A photograph of the billiard room dating from 1920
shows a huge billiard table in the centre of a sparsely furnished room. (Figure 89) When King
had the house renovated in 1922 and 1923, the billiard room was turned into a library.
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FIGURE88
From: NA, NMC 130018

The third floor was devoted to housing servants, with the exception
of the billiards room.
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FIGURE89

From: Source unknown, photo in possession ofLaurier House National Historic
Site

142

I

I
[
I

ENTERTAINING

The weekly routine at Laurier House typically consisted of the frequent visits of friends
and relatives.(Figure 90) A heavy schedule of formal and informal entertaining included teas,
lm1cheons, dinners, card parties, children's parties, at-homes, and musicales. On Monday
afternoons Zoe Lauri er entertained in a less formal fashion. 73 Thursday nights were set aside for
informal receiving and an evening of music, singing, conversation and light refreshments.
Friends visited on Sunday evenings. Two frequent visitors to Lauri er House were Lord and Lady
Aberdeen. During the time of Lord Aberdeen's governor generalship in Canada (1893-1898), the
Aberdeens became close friends of the Lauriers. They often dined with the Lauriers in Ottawa, a
favour they bestowed on no one else, and visited the Lauriers at their home in Arthabaska,
Quebec, before returning to England. "74(Figure 91) Even after they moved back to England, the
Aberdeens continued to visit the Lauriers whenever they were in Ottawa. 75 Two other special
guests at Laurier House were the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire who made a special visit on
the day of Wilfrid and Zoe's fiftieth wedding anniversary.
On Wednesdays and Saturdays, Zoe Laurier held formal dinners for cabinet ministers and
Liberal MPS and their wives. Saturday and Thursday afternoons, Zoe Laurier held her at-homes.
At-homes were a popular form of social entertaining for middle and upper class women during
the latter part of the nineteenth century and the earlier part of the twentieth century. At-homes
were set times during the weekday when acquaintances and friends visited for light refreshments
and conversation. Card parties were another type of informal entertaining which was frequently
done at Lauri er House. Receptions of a formal and political nature were not held at the house,
but at large commercial establishments such as local clubs or the Russell House Hotel.

73

For example, the magazine Saturday Night, noted in its society colunm that, "Lady Laurier was
hostess at a most enjoyable luncheon on Monday. The table.was daintily decorated with tulips
and carnations." 18 February 1899, Saturday Night

74

H. Robertson, p. 136.

75

On the 14th of October, 1899, a small notice in the magazine, Saturday Night, informed the
public that "Lady Aberdeen is going to spend a few days in Ottawa, the guest of Sir Wilfrid

Laurier.
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FIGURE90
From: NA, C-15562

Zoe and guests pose for a portrait on the steps ofLaurier House, n.d.
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FIGURE91
From: NA, C-3775
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The Governor General and Lady Aberdeen visit the Lauriers at Arthabaska, 1897.
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MAINTENANCE OF THE HOUSE

Like other houses, Laurier House required regular maintenance such as cleaning, repairs,
and minor renovations. While some information exists on the domestic life of the Lauriers' and
the use history of their house, very few historical documents survive which can give us
information about household management and maintenance. Bills and receipts from local stores
and businesses including shoe and clothing shops, furriers, hardware stores, wine and liquor
merchants, and carvers and gilders' shops, are some of the archival papers from the Lauri er
period which tell us about daily life at Laurier House.(Figures 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97) These
records, few as they are, are a valuable source of information because they give us some idea
about the Laurier's domestic life. They also gave us information about the structural history of
the house. For instance, we know when the kitchen floor was replaced from a receipt dated
1901. We also know that the same year an elegant, panelled, art-glass door was installed in the
wall dividing the dining room and the drawing room.(Figures 98, 99) A bill dated 1902, from
the London furniture manufacturer, S. J. Waring and Sons, London, records the purchase of
imported English wallpaper which was used in the main hall, main staircase, the morning room,
and the dining room.(Figure 100) Another receipt in the Laurier Papers at the National Archives
of Canada, records the laying of an new oak floor in the billiard room in 1907, repairs to the slate
roof and eavestroughing in 1908 and 1910, and the painting of the verandah and vestibule in
1909.(Figures 103,104.) Correspondence from 1911 indicates that the Lauriers were
considering a "new" library on either the ground or the second floor.(Figure 105)
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FIGURE 92

From: NA, MG26 G Vol.1013
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FIGURE93
From: NA, MG26 G Vol.1022
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FIGURE95
From: NA, MG26 G Vol.1014
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FIGURE96
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol.1016
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FIGURE97
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1012
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FIGURE98
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1014
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FIGURE99
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1014

OPALC.'lC~NT

GI ,1(3.~

lff l(o:ou.t with

omce: 9&

l'i<ml~

street,

Fl. HOll\'\1()01) &, SONS,
..7-'irl Gloss \Vortis..
;,, ;-,1-'-~r---'-1'
'I
i

I
f.

i

154

FIGURElOO
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol. 1015
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FIGURE 102
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol.1020
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DOMESTIC SERVANTS

Any house the size of the Laurier's necessitated the hiring of a staff of domestic servants
to do the cleaning, washing, cooking, and serving. In the large multi-room houses of the upper
and middle class, servants were a practical necessity, as well as a sign of social status and rank.
While little infomiation exists on the domestic servants who worked at Laurier House, it can
safely be assumed that a staff of at least five servants, consisting of a chauffeur, a butler, a cook,
and a couple of maids were required to properly maintain the house. Temporary help such as a
cleaning woman and kitchen-help was hired as needed for special occasions and entertaining.
We know from the date of the building of the garage and a receipt for chauffeur's livery that a
chauffeur was a member of the domestic staff at Laurier House as early as 1909.(Figure 106.)
The Laurier Papers at the National Archives of Canada contain references to the names of
several of the Lauriers' domestic staff. An English butler called Arthur and a personal secretary
named Roldolphe Boudreau worked for Laurier for a number of years. We also know that the
Lauriers had a butler by the name of Joseph Michal. An Irish maid, Tillie, who had worked in
England as a lady's maid and returned with the Lauriers to Canada after the Diamond Jubilee
Celebration (1897), was another member of the domestic staff whom we know of. 76 A lady's
companion, Yvonne Coutu, served Lady Laurier, who from 1908 was going blind, as a sort of
lady-in-waiting and secretary. Coutu provided genteel companionship and various forms of
assistance to Lady Lauri er. 77 All of the domestic staff at Laurier House lived in. The servants'
bedrooms were located on the second and third floor and their dining room was the northernmost
rear room 0~1 the ground floor. Unfortunately, the only information which we have about !lie
relationship of the domestic servants witli their employers, Wilfrid and Zoe Laurier, is an
anecdote from 1919. According to McAithur's biography, Laurier was quite forgiving of his
servants' shortcomings.(Figure 107)

76

According to the Lauriers' niece, Pauline Harvey-Laurier, Tillie (Matilda Brewster) worked at
Laurier House from 1897 until she died in 1920. Pauline Harvey-Laurier, Interview, 10
November 1975.

77

In her will, Lady Laurier left Yvonne Coutu an annuity of $500.
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FIGURE 106
From: NA, MG26 G, Vol.1021
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From: McArthur, Sir Wilfrid Laurier pp. 62-63
Lauri er' s Treatment of the Servants
He was the embodiment of kindness, and his consideration for others was unfailing.
These characteristics manifested themselves so naturally that they were part and parcel of the
man. Perhaps one story, that illustrates this side of his character better than any other, was told
by Lady Lanrier. Occasionally, in later years, an impression would arise in the household that
some of the servants were not as attentive to duty as they might be, and, at times, a suggestion
was made that it might be well to speak to them about some oversight. Sir Wilfrid's invmiable
admonition was, "Oh, don't do that. It's bad enough to be a servant." At other times,
disappointment would be expressed at the speedy disappearance of some good things that had
been provided for guests who were to arrive. If Sir Wilfrid chanced to hear any discussion on
this topic, he would intervene with, "Well, after all, that is very natural; the servants are hnman
like ourselves." It was this constant regard for the feelings of others, and his lightning-like
ability to adapt himself to any occasion, no matter how suddenly it might arise, that made him so
different from other men, and constantly increased the love felt for him by those who were
fortunate enough to be brought within the circle of his daily life.
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