
THE FOUNDING OF VICTORIA 

X ED a ago this mont ia th 
capital of British olumb und d 
ud on' Ba om pan tab-

Ii hm n t of that fort and the part ny b a 
sine pla in the growth of uch d 
upon bri in mb he 
Beaver. are a on-
t mporary docum g of 
this cha1·ming an 1 c has b om 
famou througho in ada's ◄ ver-
gr en Playground." 

Most o s ~trac opi f th original 
docum nt nt b th no and ommi f 
h Huds ay o th Provincial Archiv 

in i toria. 
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and th adapt d for illag and 
pastur F ale. I had not an 
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opportunit of l • n t hern nd of th 
I land b om n t vi had of it in pa -
iag b tw g nd a ulf of eorgia 
and t.he oughlin an who 
hav b e , on th r 
will b n g "gibl ·on in 
hat quar • li hm in q . 

There follow rk on the salnwn and whale 
fisherie , both of which, th Go ernor considered, cculd 
be carri n • oulh end of an,­
ouver I 

Fro • hat 
an t· Fu b 
~. h~ 
bu he 
im ng 
gr e 
Fish ry • a 
• il 

in 

r quir d t 
ork. 

Bu nother r n t nienlion d in this 
di pa Compan ied it adi • able to m e 
th ir t d p l J, north. Th Ameri an 
w e beginning lo popula regon country and it 
was quite within the bounds of po "bi.lily that Fort an­
co-uv r would on find its lf within the rritory of the 

nil d la . The un ·i of th rth rn D partmen.l 
of Rupert's Land, held at rway House, June 8, 1842, 
therefore re olved: 

That in accor 
Gove Gover~ 
nor i h o -
mb ru n 

ary andonin ughlin 
and Takoo • mm r 1 
in r and for 
to t e u ually collected at the 
do tablishments. 

It • r d in man • f view xp di-
en t to fo • tat the ou f ancou er' 
I land, • d that a ite for u h a 
D po b , and that adopted for 
forming bli hm nt I a t po ibl 
delay. •• 

3 



r 

Chief Factor J«mms Douglas had meanwbiille bee,,,i sent 
northfo@mi Fort Va inv tigal the ari u har-
bours along the soul t of Vanco id, and 
to choo • r depot. Hi of lhi 
xpedil 

out an 
of dri 
appli 

nc u r 12 h Jul , 1 2. 
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Part of Douglas's map of 1842. Esquimalt Harbour is shown as "lswhoymalth," Vidoria Harbour as "Camosack." The blade square shows 
the posi~ion of the fort. From the photostat in the B.C. Archives. The original is in the Company archives. 
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Modern map of part of Victoria. Compare with Douglas's map opposite. The Gorge is where he proposed eredfog the mills. (See his 
letter, paragraph 2.) 
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The "Beaver" in Victoria Harbour. The photo was taken between 1862 end 1872, eker more cabin accommodation had been added and 
she had been chartered to the government es • survey ship. 
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The building of Fort Victoria. From the 
painting by Newton Brett for this year's 
H B C calendar. The "Beaver" lies at 
anchor in James Bay, close to where the 
Empress Hotel now stands on filled in 
land. In the distance rise the mow capped 

Olympic Mountains. 
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Victoria Harbour, from a lithograph of 1860. The fort, with its stockade and one of its bastions, can be seen beyond the shipping, below the churcb o 
buildings now stand, are seen over 

·nu d up th oa l in lh 
1, Takn Inl t an<l 

• h ✓ 

Model of Fort Victoria in the Company's historical collection, looking from the water side. Comparison may be made with the photos 
in the September 1941 "Beaver." L. Coote 



the hill. In the left foreground are the Songhies Indian houses and a boat on the stocks. The ftrst government buildings, where the present parliament 
the roof of the house by the big tree. 
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