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In the late gsummer of I920 as we completed the first
Dominion.Government Telephone Line south from Windermere to

Falrmont Hot Springs I returned to my home in: Windermere to look
for another job, hopefully, for the winter. Within a few days
I had located a Jjob as a laborer out om the Banff-Windermere Road.

With my bed roll, plus other essentials, I took the mail
stage from Windermere to Athalmer. From: Athalmer, I took the
train to Firlands where I transfered to the transportation system
that was carrylng the frelght and passengers to the varlous
congtructiom sites on the Banff- Windermere road. The rapild
trangportation gystem then in: operation conglsted of several
World War One Reo Trucks which had saw service in: other areas of
Canada before commlng into the valley. There were algo several
teams and waggons employed in.thls transportation system to haul
supplies and equlppment to polnts along the way. Myself, along
with several other walley resldents were transported by the slow
moving Reo trucks over the steep mountain grades and the high
crowned road from Firlands to the camp site at Kootenay Crossing,

Upon arriving at Kootenay Crossing where the camp was

established, I, along with several others were asigned to a
medlum sized square tent ( a number of tents in the camp site at
that time were the old army Bell Tents ) sultable for four
workmen, The bell tents had been in gervlice in other areas of
Canada before thelr arrival at Kootenay Crossing.

The camp was located on the left cslde of the road on a
flat that had been previously cleared by one of phe early settlers
prior to the area becomming part of Kootenay Park. The previous

owner, Mre. Roblshaw, was now the camp blacksmlth to shoe the
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varlous teams and to make repalrs to the road equlpment. The
camp foreman, was Mre..Jim Finn, the camp éook, Bob Elllott.
Statloned in:the camp along wlth others on the prolect was the
engbneering crew, composed of gome flve men wlth ANally Wllson
in charge of the englneering surve§ crew. Mre.Wllgom wasg more
or less the camp photographer and sold varlous congtruction: plctures
to the workers. At this late date, I still have four or flve
plctureg that Mr, .Wllson took while we were camped at the crossing.
I do not remember the names of all the men who were on the englneering
crew at that time, mogt, 1f not all wefe from the valley. One whose
name I recall, was a Mr. KAEXXX Edgehlll from the benches near

wllmer.
The followlng day after our arrival, I, along with several

others were Introduced to a Grubhoe, a Ptk and a Shovel and.taken
east of the rlver to start clearing the moss and roots off the
rideway. The slasghing and burning had previously been completed,

the many stumps had been cleared off the rideway and the survey stakes
were all 1n. place. To clear the moss and roots off the rideway we
started on the very top of the sidehlll clearlng that had been .
slashed and continued working down the hill to below the center line..
One of the purposes of clearing off the moss and roots, we were

told, that the mosg and roots got underneath the horgse drawn glips
and prevented the loadling of them.

‘ Our working days, as I recall, wag nine hours oni the Joh. I
cannot recall what the wageg were per hour or per day, or what we

had to pay for camp board. Looklng back to those days, I can say
that I very much enjoyed the work, the camp envlironment and the
excellent food prepared by our camp cooOK.

Our camp cook, a large man, whose miglity volce I can still

hear, vas formerly
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an army cook prior to commlng into our area. Our camp cook, to

many of us younger men, also acted as the Camp Alérm Clock « Each

morning, around slx, a.m., hig mighty volce could be heard throughout

the camp area as he called out, "Roll Oup or Roll Up". On:moving

days, he called out, "Roll Out And Roll Up", and I do not care whlch,
when T arrived at the Kootenay Crossing camp 1n: the early fall

of 19201, they had Just completed the western approach to the bridge.

Materlal for thls approach was obtalned from burrow plts on each

side of the highway. Horse drawn sllps were in.use wlth some

elght to nbne teams pn the sllp Marry-go-round, which we later

called the "sSlip Ring".

In the camp at this time ( if my memory seérves me correctly )
there were nine or ten teams onithe project from dlfferent areas
of the valley. Elght or nine of thogse teams were employed on. the
merry-go-round sllp ring. Day after day as the eagle eyed foreman
walked up and down the grade the teams never stopped in thelr merry
go round from the burrough pit to the f111 wlth thelr loaded of
f1ll to be deposited on: the bridge approach or the filll along the
project.. Many stories could be related on happenings and experlences
to thoge who fllled the sllips in:the burrough plts or cuts along
the projJect, or those employed to demp and spread the loaded slip
upon arrival at the approach or fill.

There were times in.the early summer when both men and horses
hed to put up wlth the pesky mosqultos in.the area as they traversed
the merry-go-round in the slip ring clrcle, Ve never experienced
the mogqultos so baé@ 1in oup area ag the s@ory related to ugs on the
experlence of one teamster's experlence when bullding the Kootenay

Central Rallway along the @olumbla Rlver south of Golden. The story,
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a8 related to ug told of one teamster, to escape frqmlthe hordes of
mosqultos, turned his slip upside down and crawled underneath it.
'The mosqultos, to get at thelr intende@ victlm underneath the slip
drilled holes through the metal slip. The intended victim underneah
bent thelr drills over as the¥ penetrated through and thus made
it 1mpossible for them to XXX withdraw thelr drlills. Soon there
were so many mosqultos securely attached to the metal slip that they
flew away glth it, 1eavihg thelr intended victim at the mercy of
the many unattached mogquitos in the area.

During my flret week or ten days at the camp I had notlced
that one very fine team of horses were having problems with thelr
handler. In the evenings, after the long days work each team, on. X¥
1ts way to thelr stabeling quarters would stop at the watering hole
at the rivers edge on thelr way to the barns. The handler of this
team was a very loud mouthed individual who geemed to dellght in
getting the team all excited wlth both the end of the reins and by
loud abusive words. Having notlced thls, wlth a few thoughts of my
own on:such behavior I passed 1t off as 1t was of no concern to me
as 1t dld not have anything to do wlth me and the anclent hand tools
that T was then using. On several occasslons, silently, to myself,
I wondered why our foreman dld not notlce what I had observed, or
why he did not do gomething about it, those were some of the thoughh

fhat ran through my troubled mind.,.
Late one evenlng, some ten days after my arrival in the

camp, and to my great surprise, Harry Smyth, a very respected
friend of ny Father's and a well known horseman of the valley for
many years, arrlved at my tent to have a quiet talk with me.. His

purpose on:vislting with me was to ask 1f I would take Frank

Rlchapqson's team for the
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palance of the season. Thls wag the team that I had observed, on
numerous occasslong that was having trouble wlth thelr handler.

After much dlscussion with Harry, I informed him that I had no
interest in handling as team as I had, had very little experlence
( none atall im such construction work as thls ), and, besldes I
did not think that I could stand the merry~-go-round for nine hours
in the slip ring. EHarry left my tent rather dilscouraged forcbelng
turned down as I sat on the edge of my bunk pondering, to myself
1f I had done the right thing.. However, in my efes, thls was the
end of the team buginess as I pondered over our late night
discusgion. I dld not reallze that this rroposal would keep
recurring over the next few dayse

The next evening, our foreman, Jim Finn, a man wvho I had come
to respect in my short stay thus far in the camp, arrived -at my
tent with the same proposal as that presented to me the night before
by Harry Smyth. Agaln, as I had the previous night, I rejected
the offer with a number of very, lame excuses which did not apparenty
meet with elther of thelr propdsals. T had notlced, as Mr..Finn
explained to me that the former, loud mouthed teamster had been
removed from handling the team and an elderley man had taken them
over temporarlily untll such tlme as they could find azman,
preferably a younger marn to take the team over for the balance of
the seasons, In my eyes, that man would not be me, so I thought,
what I dld not know, and later learned, was the working, in:the
background to trick me into belng the driver of that Frank REXEXXXXHNO
Richardson's team.

The following morning, after meeting with foreman Finn, a

great surprlse came to me in'a well planned way, undoubtedly

played by Harry Smyth, the foreman, Jim Finn and the temporary
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teamster. As the elght to ten teams were in: the process of
walking from the camp site to the work area, foilowed by all the
workmen, the Frank Rlchardgon team wag placed in: the rear. Walking
close behind the Richardson team were a number of the workmen, algo
on-thelr way to the work area., HA¥XKYXRXENMHAAKNN., XAXXXX Harpry
Rlchardson happened to be one of the workmen bringing up the rear
of the processlon of teamg and men on thelr way to work. A4s it
happened, Harry happenedlto be close to the teamster ( possibly the
teamster moved over dellberately to be close to Harry - one nevepr
knows ) he handed the relns to Harry gquletly, asking Harry to hold
the reins whlle he rolled himgelf a clgarpbt. Harry, unsuspectedly
took the reins as the teamster removed hlg Bull Durham sack of tobacco
from his ghlrt pocket and proceeded to roll his cigarette. Some
discugslion took place while the clgarette was belng rolled. With the
rolling completed, the teamster}lit hig clgarette and turning to
Harry, he remarked, Good Luck Son, then turned around and headed back
to the camp area., Harry, with the relns of the Frank Richardsoh
team now In hils hands after refusing to have anything to do with
them on two previousXHEExX¥XeE nights meeting, now found himsgelf
on a narrow road filll surrounded wlth teams and workmen, now had to
face reallty.. Ahead, there was a number of weeks work ahead which
would include many mileg of walking - +the road behlnd, offered a
return to the valley 1f Xt T dild not continue on with the team, that
road had a bleak Tfuture of nothing 1n sight until early spring at
the earliegst. The road ahead looked the mogt promiging so I stayed
with the team which pleased@ both our foreman and Harry Smyth who had

first advanced the ldea to me.
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Having been tricked into taklng over the Jjob of teamster for the
Frank Richardson team in the early fall of I920, I found myself,
along with the team as a member of the merry-go-round sllp ring
operating from the burrow pit, on the east slde of Kootenay Crossing
to bulld up the bridge approach ofi:the road on the east slde., Jim
Finn, our eagle eyed foreman wag ever present to see that both men
and horses continued the‘never ending round and round of the glip
ring. Jim Finn, was a dam fine foreman who ( rightly ) expected and
recelved a flnexlays work from both men and horses om the Jobe In XN&
that era, Mr. Finn only had men and horses as a source of energy on
the project. Other forms of energy had not yet entered the lgolated
area in which we were working., In those far off days if one wlshed
to increase production they employed more men and horgeg to asslst

wlth the work.
The Frank Rlchardson team ( two mares ) was the only

team ngj the project that had a stable to themselves, all others were
enclosed 1n a large area of thelr own. The Rlchardson: team were
gtabled quite a dilstance from all others to keep them qulet during
the dark nights. It was not uncommon: to have to go to the stable
area at night to quiet them down or to get one or the other out of
the feed manger. This team could not be kept 1ln. the mame area as
other horges due to thelr perlodic outbreaks of klcking and
squealing among others and among themselves. Out on. the Job, in all
areas 1n which they, worked they were admlred by foreman Jim Finn,
They seemed to know the time for lunch and for the end of the day

to the minute which greatly amused our foreman ( In those far off
days, there were No Coffee Breaks for 5Ythes fion OF horaes )

On many occasgslong when lunch or quitting time was near at hand
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and foreman Finn happened to be in the area, he -would quletly step
over and take hold of the butt chalns and rattle them so asgs to get
the X¥¥H responge of the team, thlsg greatly amused Mr. Flnn, The

two horses would put thelr heads together and start prancing as if
to say "thank you" for the end of another days work or a lunch
break at noon. Mr,.Finn greatly admlred thlg teams response to hisg
rattling of the butt chalnsg, as he was a great adnlrer of thls teanm
and all teams on:the project. On the Job, Mr..Finn expected a full
days work from both the men and the horsesm, both of whlch XxKKx¥K¥d
HHA he resgpected and gave credlt too.

Several weeks after taking over the Frank Rlchardson team the
congtructlion. was closed down until the spring of I92I. With the
cloging off the Kootenay Crossing camp all teams returned to the
varlous areas of the valley. .In my case, I returned the team to
Frank Rlchardson's in Athalmer and then proceeded on to my home
in Windermere for a few days before returning back to the park for
the winter work, located on the steep mountaln side at a slte, then
known as the Thirteen Mlle camp. Our camp faced to the east in an
area surrounded by filre killed trees on both sides of the road and
to the north and south of the camp site. Here we would live in
tents until the early spring. Our tente were all bullt up several
logs high which were banked up wlth earth fill and snow. Each tent
had an addltional coverling, then known as a fly, to protect the
heavy melting snow or rain from penetrating to the inslde. The
four or five logs high, on which the tents were erected, was to
glve some protectlon from falling trees, trees gliding down the

mountaln glde, and to give addltional helght instide the tents so

that the tenantg could stand erect,
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Several teams were employed to bring in our supplles over the
winter from the railroad station: at Flrlands. There were qulte a
large number of workmen employed inithe camp, including the _
resident englneer, Mr..C..A..Davidson, who had hls headquarters
in the camp area. All were comfortably housed in. tents, usually
four to a tent. Each tent was equipped with a fine camp heater
which was servliced throughout the day and nilght by the camp
attendants aslgned to that project on a twenty-four bagls.

The camp cook,'was our old familiar Mighty Volce, who had

been our cook earller at Kootenay Crossing. The foreman, was Jim

Finn who also had been our foreman at Kootenay Crossing. . ( I cannot
recall if Jim Gibson, the other camp foreman was also 1n:our camp

with hlg crew at this time throughout the winter. I have memories

in my mind that Mr. Gibson's crew were also ln our camp at this
time and that hls crew worked the area gouth of the camp on. the
more steep slde of the mountéin. Our crew worked the area north,
down hill, towards the area of the Settlers Road.

The camp was composed of valley resldents from Golden in the

north to the Windermere area in.the south. In my tent, there were

four resldents during the winter, Harry sSmyth, Graham Nicols, Eddy

Barbour and myself.

SYVEX HHL ¥EAO ¥DVE JOOT ¥

The purpose of thils winter camp was to fall all the fire

killed timber back to one hundred feet each ¥XXe on each slde of

the road throughout the fire kllled area. ( If my memory serves me

correctly, that foregt flre that went through the area happened
in I9I6, the smoke from it was felt in the area of Windermere e

All falling crews started off on.the upper slde of the highway to

clear that area first before working the ‘area below the road.

Safety for the workmen wag the reason that the clearing took place

on the upper slde of the road first. Many trees, 1f fallen up
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up the hill or down the hill would sllde on the numerous windfallg
down onto the road and some would continue onto the lower slde of
the road. Many trees, especlally the larger ones which had thelr
tops and 1limbs burned off, when fallen along the steep side hill
would rolldown onto the road and would have to cleared from that
area. Some of those trees, that had been cleared of all llmbs and
thelr tops by the flre would take off at great speed when fallen
up or down the hillside.

The crews were made up of three men, two gsawyers and one axe
gan. Many argumentg could be heard comming over the clear mountain
alr from the many inexperienced crews then found in.the area who
would argue, qulte loudly, as to which way the tree would fall. Some
very hot and vocal arguments could sometimes be heard, especially
from those who had not previously worked in:a forested area. There
were several falling crews, especlally from the Athalmer and Ru¥u¥Xe
Invermere area who had not been in: the valley very long, and, who
had had no previoug experlence in working in such dangerous forested
area. Working on a steep mountaln slde it is often confusing to
declde 1f the tree 1s leanlng up or down the hill. To declde which
way to undercut the tree and then find that the tree has settled
back on your saw and will not fall the way you suggested, presented
a problem, hence many argumentg. How are you to geb your saw out of
the cut, was the number one problem, then, whlch way will the dam
tree fall anyway ? Such problemg led to many heated argumentsg in.
the crews worklng to our right and left.,

The falling team that I worked wlth, included Harold Rlchardson
( no relation of mine, - a relatlve of Frank Rlchardson in Athalmer)

and an old Frenchman who we called "Frenchie", and myself,.Harold ad
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I were the sawyers, while Frenchle was our AXE wandering Axe Man
until we had him removed to camp dutles as a gsafety measure to

ourselves and to him,
The area in which all crews worked wag, for the most part,

covered with an asgssortment of fallen dead timbers, ranging ln varlougs
slzes, plus the new second growth Jack Plne. VWorking in: winter with
several feet of snow on the ground ( at times walst deep ) , which
covers the many windfalls, made 1t extremely hazardous to move about.
In addition, to add to further danger, was the fact that many of
the standing stubbs ( trees with all limbs and the top burned off )
were extremely dangerous as many were burned nearly through at the
bagse while others wete nearly burned through at dlstances of from
ten feet above the ground to near thelr top. Such long snags, often.
when hit one golid c¢lip with the axe would come falllng down without
direction as happened to Harold and I, and which resulted in our
axeman being removed to the caﬁp areas

As Harold and I were sawlng in the undercut on a very large tree,
our axeman, wandering aimlessly, as was hls usual procedure, toock
a heftycggg at a tree wlth wlth its top burned off and about thlrty
feet in I¥HEKhhelght. Thls stub of a tree was around six to elght
inches in diameter. Frenchle hit the stub one hard axe blow wlth
hig axe near its bage at ground level and 1t headed in the direction
of Harold and I who had Just completed the sawlng of the undercut and
'were wailting on our axe man to cut out the undercut. Lookling up I
gaw this long stub comming directly at use Reallizlng that we were
in danger as we stood among the many windfalls, I gave Harold a push
as I ducked down in'the hopes of getting by body below the level
of the surrounding windfalls. Alasg, I was a bit slow and the stub

hit me across the left ghoulder driving me down into the snow.
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Almost lmmediately I stood up to hear Harold ask how I was, to
which I replled fine, I guess. Harold says you better lle down ag
you do not look too good. With Harold's request I layed down in:the
snow sweatlng greatly. Next thing that I remember was that I was
belng asglsted to the camp and put into bed. For several hours after
thls T sweat greatly to the polnt where my ¥XXX#H heavy woolen
underwear was very wet. Throughout the night I had to lay on my
right side as the left shoulder, around the shoulder blade to near
the splne was covered with numerous blood bllsters. Next morning,
with some determination, I went back to the work area and managed
to hold my end up on the business end of the cross cut saw. My left
arm and shoulder were stlll very sore so I could not uge that arm
for sawing. Thlg also presented Harold with a problem as he would
now have to learn to saw with his left hand, a condltion that he
could not formally do as I alwa&é gawed on the left whlle Harold
sawed on the right. It made no dlfference to me ag to which glde I
sawed from, either right or left, the same xapplled to axe work which
I found wag of great asslstance over the years whlle working with

timer crews.
My left shoulder continued to be qulte painful for many weeks

and hag glven me some trouble over the years as age crept up. Our
axeman wag lmmedlately transfered from the falling crew to the
maintenance crew around the camp.

t1th the arrlval of the chrigstmas season most of the boys left
the camp for their various homes 1n the valley. On our way out, Ed.
Barbour, along wlth several others and myself stopped over at the
springs small store to purchase several small artlg¢les, such asg

plugs of tobacco, matcheg, etc. to take along with us torgive to

¥111lam Morpath who lived in an isolated, log cabin Just north
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of the highway and Just east of the crossroads. It was cugtomary
among some of the workmen as they left the springs.area or were
FEEUBHKME entering that area to pick up a few odds and ends to glve
to Mr. Morpath as we passed by and to have a few words with him. We
enjoyed meeting with the old fellow who we referred to ag the
"Hermit". In the past, we had stopped many tlmes to greet the old
hermlt, to pasg the time of day and to glve him. several glfts., If

he was outslde on hlg woodplle or about the yard, we stopped. However,
if he wag not in sight we would never go to hig cabin to see if he
was home as we were susplcious of his golngs on. On one occagsion
as we came out of the park, loaded with several glfts, we found the
old hermit busy on his wood pile., After a brlef dlscussion. around
the woodplle, the o0ld hermit invited us in to see his log home.

What a surprise we got as we entered the log cablin on thexsouth east
side, entering, we turned sharplj left, along the log wall on our
left and a tent on our right. All along the log wall throughout ite
Interior was neatly piled wood for the kitchen stove, plled some slx
feet high. After walking the length of the bullding on. the inslde,
you made two, sharp right hand turns to come to the tent entrance on
your right hand, located 1n the north eagst corner of the log house
and tent comblination., Entering the tent, one found a low burning
candle sitting on the kitchen table.. We dld not spend much time in
thls rather scarry combination of log house-tent living quarters.
This was the one and only visit that I made to the interior of
william Forpath's 1llving quarters and it was sufficlent to satisfy
my curlosity throughout my working period in the area. The pages

of higstory relate the happenings in that area a few years down the

road on which much could be wrltten and pogsibly avolded.
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Towards the end of the winter of I920- I92I, with the camp work
project completed, the camp was closed and all employees were sent

to the varioug homes up and down the valleye. Myself, I returned to
Windermere to 1nvolve myself ln some late 1ing flshlng, some mugkrat
trapping and miles and mlles of ice skating from one end of Lake
vindermere to the other in search of more mugkrats. Undoubtedly
during those few idle weeks with no Job, I engaged in the tradlitional
local pastime of spending untold numbers of hours each day vn. the
businegs end of a slx foot cross-cut saw cuttlng wood for friends,
nelghbors and our home, or to sell to private homes in Athalmer,
Invermere and Windermere. In those far off days, wood was dellvered
to Athalmer or Invermere ( by way of Tayntons bay ), as we used the
lake 1ngtead of the hlghway. Our loads conslsted of around two to
and a half cords per load which we sold fop around Four dollé}s, XEXXe
dellvered and plled. In this year, 1984, what would workmen think

of going several miles to the east of Windermere to fall trees, hand
cut them into the requlred length for sale, then split them with axes
and wedges, load them onto slelghs to be dellvered three to slx mlles
or more, all for the price of around four dollars per cord. Thls all
took place in the age of low energy and at a time when there wvere
often great scarcltles ig such items as hay, oats for the horses,
fresh frults and vegetables and variousg canned good for people, to
mention only a few. Mechanical energy ( extraneous energy ) as we
know 1t today wasg none exlsgtent in our area at that time. In order
to supply more wood, 1f reduired in: the area we had to employ more
men on the businesgs end of the crosgs cut saw along wlth more horses

to move 1t from the forest to the homeg and buglnesseg where 1t was
requlred. ‘
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Ag the spring of I92I began to arrlve I found temporary employment
on the buglness end of a long handle shovel to shovel gravel into
horse drawn waggon dump bruck at a gravel pit mld-way between the
Hammond Ranch and Sameul Brewers Ranch ( in those days, the long handb
shovel was always X¥MMX to b4 found on all Jobs, during the depression
years ( later ) the short handle shovel came into exlstence, which
gome foremen claimed that they could get MORE WORK out of the employee
as he was closer to hls work.,. In reply to that studld thought, we
asked some of the foremen of that day,_"Why put handles in the shovels
in the first place"? . If there was NO Handle, the workmam would be

much cloger to hls work,
While worxing at the Hammond Ranch gravel plt a messenger

arrived to see me from Frank Richardson in Athalmer, requesgting that

I take hls team agaln for the season out to the Banff-Windermere Road.
I informed the messenger that I.would take the team and that I would
be down to Athalmer the next day to see Frank Richardson. Completing
the day at the gravel pit, I walked home to Windermere and proceeded,
durlng the evening, to assemble my bed roll and other essentlals to
carry wlith me throughout the summer.,

Next day, about mld day T found a ride to Athalmer were I met
wlth Frank Rlchardson and made the necessary arrangements for the
summer work. Leaving Frank's store, I proceeded over to the barn to
care for the team and get eberything in readiness for early next
mornings trip to Firlandis. Having completed everythlng at the stable
area, I proceeded to look for a room for the nlight and found one about
a block west of the Tin House ( Coronation Hotel ). Several hours
after supper I proceeded upstalrs to my room in the dimly 11t hallway,
As T walked to my room, whlch was rather late at night, I noticed that

ad Joining rooms had thelr llghts on which geemed a bit strange, and ,
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since it was none of my bmginess I entered my room and proceeded to
retlre for the night. Shortly after retiring, I continuédh hearing
movements from the adjolning rooms and at times some loud talking,.
Thinklng nothing of XX thls commotion I rolled over 1n my bed in. the
hopes of getting a good nights rest to prepare me for the hard day
ahead. The continuous nolse from the other roomg kept me awake for
a short perlod of time, then suddenly I too was rolling from gilde to
slde in my bed, Jumping out of bed to scratch myself as I threw the
blankets rapidly back to see what was causing my unsettled condition.
It did not take long before I surprised my very unsugpectlng bed
partners as Bed Bugs. The Flrgt and only time 1n my 1llfe that I had
ever met up wlth these bed fellows. As the bed bugs and I could not
get along in the same bed for that night I replaced my clothing, bid
those hungry bed bugs goodbye and moved over to the gstable are; to
spend an undlgturbed nights sleep.in.the gtable among the hay. It was
far more comfortable and relaxing to rest on top of the hay than go
be covered with blankets under which a number of bed bugs were there
to greet and accompany you fbr the night,

Early next morning, with the tegm and waggon, plus the necessary
equlppment we headed for Flrlands where we would spend the night in
preperation for the next days trip over the Sinclalr Summitt..For that
night, T had a very good bed, free from any companions.

Early next morning, having fed and cleaned the team, I, along
with some other teamster were served an excellent breakfast in the
farmhouse. shortly after breakfagt the team and T moved down to the
railroad station at Firlands to be met by several attendants there to
load my waggon. There was also a second team present, but I do not

recall who 1t was. The attendants had azlist of what our load of frell
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to Kootenay Crossing would contain. For my waggon, the load consisted
of baled hay, oats and cases of dynamlte, twenty and forty percent
strength. As the attendantg started loading the dynamite onto my
waggon they had many comments on such cases, such as, 'well it 1s
only twenty percent ag they carried the cases onto the waggun and
dropped them to the floor. To me, who had not had any previous
experience in elther moading or hauling such material, I was greatly
concerned 1n the behavior and remarks of those experienced ? loaders
who were very prominent in the area for many years thereafter.

With the waggons loaded, we headed.eastward over the Sincaalr
Ssummitt wlth our heavily loaded waggons and the steep grades along
the waye From the summitt, down the long hill we met up with
conslderable snow, water and mud along the way, plus numerous rocks
that had rolled down onto the highway and which he had to r011 or
1ift off the roadway in our path. On reaching the bottom »f the hill
another problem we had to contend with was the many very soft spots
in the road where our hegvlily loaded waggons sank nearly to the axle
in places, whlch placed an additional load on our wllling teams.
Reaching McLeod Meadows, we pulled lnto the area, prepared our teams
for the night and then entered the cabin to prepare our supper, to
warm the cabln up for a good nights rest - hopefully, if Mr,.Pack
Rat dld not make hlg appearance to leave hisg very undesirable trail
along the way or on our clothes. During thig rather hectic day, plus
the very tough and bumpy road along the way, I had some thoughts
regarding those caseg of dynamlte which made up a portion of my Lload.

Early next mor ning WEXIRAXRCOAWNXXMARSRITEXMX UG AR ENEIR XE R
BEERY EUEPIAX EEXEHAXEKELHXHBEIRX our two teamé were headed to our

final destination at Kootenay Crossing where we unloaded our cargo

and returned tv McLeoad Meadows to spend
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our second nlght on our way out tu Firlands fur our second and

final load.
On our second trip, we loaded our waggons with an agsortment

of camp suppllies and agaln headed over Sinclalr sSummltt and through
to McLeod Meadows. ( Returning for our second trip, we travelled
from McLeod Meadows to Flrlands were we stopped over for the nighte .)

wth our arrival at Kootenay Crossing with our second frelght
load from Firlands, we proceeded to get the camp constructed as 1t
had been in the fall of 1920, For my team, they returned to the same
area that they had occupled the previoug fall., The cook tent vas
erected in the same location, go also were all other tents. Many
other teams followed closely behind our second trip, most of which"
brought in supplles. With the arrival of ail teams, the frelghting
vag taken over with several Reo trucks to haul in the suppllés
daily from Firtands to Kootenay:Crossingo

Our Camp. in t%e spring of 192 wag operated by our previous
foreman, Jim Finn, with Bob Elliott ( mlghty volce ) as the excellent
cook. A gecond camp was also establlshed around thlg tlme in the
area, then known as The Igland Camp, with Jim Glbson, agaln as
foreman., ( A brother to Jim Gibson, once operated the farm on the
back road on Windermere Creek, he had threexsong who attended the
school 1n Windermere along with my family and the Tegart famlly

As camp operations started in the spring of Iv2I at Kootenay

érossing, the teamgs and crews were engaged in completiing tlie eastern.
approach to the bridge and adding some flll to the western approach
which had gettied over the winter months. For the flrst ten days
or go, me and my team were part of the merry go round on the slip
ring to haul dlrt, wlth horse drawn slips from thé burrow pits to

complete the eastern approach,
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After gome ten days on the merry-go-round, the team aud I were
moved ahead to start pulllag stumps from off the rideawy that had
previously been glaghed and burined the previous year. The larger
stumps were shot ahead of us a short dlgtance by several men acting
as the explosive crew. Occassionally we would pull a gtump to
dlscover that there was a dynawite charge underneath that had not
beenn exploded. then such a condltion hnappened, my chalnman let the
exploslive man, who wag working ahead of ug know about the incident
in very plain language.

The highway stumps had been pulled previougly to my startlng to
the firgt lake, east of Kootenay Crossing. From that polnt on, throul
to east of Wardle Creek, where we Jolned wlth the Alberta crew, my
team pulled all the stumps and bullt the flrst Tote Roads along the
many sldehills so that waggons could get in. i

Worging with me as Chalnmen in: the beglnning, was Joe DeCosta
from Wllmer and Tom Hart from down the valley. In addition, working
along with ug, were some slx men with plcks and shovels to assist
wlth the bullding of the Tote Road for future waggon travele. The
tote road started at the hlighest part of the rideway clearing and
continued down the hill untll we had gufficlent wldth for waggons
which would be some digtance above the final grade which had been
lald out ( gtaked ) by Wally wilson and hls small crew, working
Just ahead of us and behind the exploslve crew. Standard practice
in igzsgar off days , and a requirement of the Parks authorltles,
vas that all stumps removed from the rideway had to be hailed back
into the bugh a gufflclent dlgtance that they could not bex seen
from the motor road. All tralls, as used to haul the stumps back

1nto the bugh area hud to be hldden ag much as was posslble from

view of those pasgsing by in the future., A lot of of sidehill work
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was requlred along the many sidehllls from the flrst lake, to the
second lake and the many sldehils and sharp swltch backs leading
down to where we first reached the Vermilllon Rlver.

( Years later, the perlod, Iv32 to I935, several of our
young workmen, who were also amateur trout filshermen,
while camped at Kootenay Crossing, caught a number of
small trout which they kept allve 1n: gallon frult cans
from the kitchen area, carrled them to the first lake
east of the crosging where they were released. Slince
that time, I haye heard that some trout have been caught
in that lake .

Before carrylng on wlth the road construction ahead, & look back
to some of the activities, after regular working hours aroundxthe
camp areae. In the fall of I920, at Halloween time, there was great
activity around the camp as the young men, to celebrate the occassion,
carried out a number of pranks around the camp, such as chalning
all the horse drawn sllps together, barrlicading the road with a
number of stumps, logs, etce. Ope of the maln evenits of that historic
night was to take the blacksmitﬁ's democrat, ( Mr. Roblshaw's ) and
hang it high up in a tree, some thirty feet to forty feet lmmedlately
behind the blacksmith shop whefe 1t stayed for many days. Other
activities, ag a form of recreation after hours was horse shoes and
football ( now called soccer ). Soccer was played several nights a
week to prepare the camp team to meet the Jim Glbgon team on our
field., Glbson's team did not have a sultable area for playlng so all
challenge games were played in the camp area of Kootenay Crossing.
bn sundays, swlmming was algo a great camp sport which usually took
place at the first lake east of the crossing. Red Hawks, from down
the valley wag undoubtedly the champion gurface swlmmer and also

the champlon underwater swlimmer,

The Kootenay River wag also a place where the swlmmers enjoyed
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the sport until ohe of the swimmers nearly met up with a fatal
accldent as he dlved into the veryvmuddy river at its peak flood
condition. Diving in the muddy water one evening the dlver came up
with a long scratch extending dlagonally from his shoulder to near
hls knees. The scratch was that deep that it brought blood all along
the area and scared other divers and swimmers from partlclpating
in that river sport until the river had cleared and receded from itsgs
flood states Of all camp activitlies, I think Poker drew more
particlpants than all other activitlies., Each nlght, there were
several games being played in different'tents.

Ag the camp opened up in the earliy spring of IY2l there were
a numper of young fellowg from the valley back 1n:the camp who had
been there the previous fall, A few days after our arrlival at
Kootenay Crossing in the very early spring of Iy2l, there wasqquite
a bilt of ice and snow in varlougs: areas. The rlver was stlll covered
with heavy lce pack on each bank that gshowed the level EEXX¥¥X of the
water backuo into the surrounding brush area from the winter weathere.
Steps had to be cut through the lce in the area of the cook tent to
get water for the camp site. The river, at that polnt wag quite X&HEXX
narrow, possibly twenty,6 feet at mogt, but rather deep.

Several days after our arrival at the camp, a challenge was
issued by several of the younger Polar Bears Swimmers of the area to
swim acroggs the rlver and back in:the area where the water was taken
from for the Kitchen coek houge, A few mornings later, one of the
few days that the camp dld not work due to weather conditiong, on
thls morning, amldst heavy snow , mixed with rain, plus wind, a call
rang through the camp challenging gwimmers, fhroughout the camp for

the swim across the piver aud back. The tents were located were

located some one hundred and fifty feet or more from the river bank,
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Four men, in the nude, came rushing acrogs the muddy fleld for the
race. As they left the muddy fleld they had to walk, or run gome
ten or wore feet across the ice and then dive into the river some
six or more feet below. Several stopped at the 1ce edge and hesltated,
two others ran acrossg the ice, but only one took the dive and swam
across the rlver and back, that one wag Red Hawk. He dove in, swam H#
across the river and back, crawled up over the ice and made a ¥U¥K
grand rhsh to the comfort of the tent,.

On sunday, with the rlver at fiood stage, several explorers,
with gseveral axes and some balllng wiré collected up around the
horse barns, proceeded some dlstance up the rlver ( possibliy a mlle )
to bulld a raft on whlch they plamed to drift down the swollen river
to the camp site. After completing the raft, cutting several poles
to asslet in:guiding it down river, one of the very eager explorers
Jumped on'the raft, wlthout a pole, to show hls readlness as a brave
river rat. To hls great surprise, several of hls companions gave the
raft a huge shove out into tne current where he found himgelf all
alone floating down the swollen river, with its large overhanglng
bushes along the way, all nis to enjoy. Hls many companiong, to thelr
great detiight, rushed through the winding trall to the camp to collect
several lengths of rope to throw to him ag he passed under the bridge.
For some reason or otherm , they migsed him at the brldge, but
caugnt up with him a ghort distance downstream at the polnt where we
watered the many teams. He reported that he enjoyed hls solo trip
down the swollen river except for those many places where the current
pushed him through the many overhanging bushes along the way..

Jim Glbson's Crew from the Meadows Camp‘area arrlved several

sundays for soccer gameg, which, in those days was known to fis as

Jugt Football., I do not remember the scores or who were the winners,
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1t afforded entertalnment and pleasure to our group in that lsolated
area. Later, I wlll relate an incldent tnut took place after the
Jim Gilbson crew moved ahead of ug, to the banks of the Vermllilion

Rivere.
Une night, a nuuber uof the occupante of our adjolning tents

were vlisiting us, and, to our surprise, our foreman, Jim Flnn made

hls appearance with a buvok inihig hand. Thls was very much out of tne
ordinary for our foreman to viglit around tne tents at algat, we
wondered wnat was taking place. Mr. Finn nad in hlg hand a book, KHXXJ
pussibiy the Popular Mechaulcs, in which there was an advertlsement
showing an instrument which they called a "Radlo". Mrs Finn weut on
to read the advertisement to us and then to discuss how nice 1t would
be if we, in the 1gsolated area, at that puint in time, could have

such an instrument to plck up music or news reports from the outside
world. Mr. Finn continued to emphasls hlg Interest to us 1in such an
instruuent but there was no 1ntéfegt among ug for such an instrument.
Tn fact, to a numper of us, the thought of such an insgtrument and

what the advertisement had to say was so far over our heads that it
was all a dream years into the future. On many occasslons since that
evening, in that isolated area, I have thought of how unreceptlve ve
were regarding a slmple idea that was placed before us that evening

long agoe
sitting around the camp flre on another occassion a group

of us were yarning about past experlences with a few thougnts to the
tomorrow. Many expcriences were related and a few ldeas for the
future when one of our number addressed us with such a far out ldea
regarding tne future that he was almost tled to a stake to be burned
up with hic ddea of the duture. Our discussion hud centered on
varioug cars of that era, all of which, so far as we were concerned

were of the open touring models of that day with curtaing that coulg
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be hung up to shield oneself from the weather. Our bright boy
addressed us with the 1dea, that future carg would all be
manufactured and enclosed wlth Glass ( of all things ? ). all
around to shield and protect us from the weather. His simple 1ldea,
or hig thoughts to the future regardlng the glassed in cars was
recelved wlth a very loud disapprovai - Why, they asked, people
would not ride in such cars for fear of being cut to pieces 1f the
car met up with an accldent. How wrong we were then asg a group
regarding an instrument called a Radlo and closed in cars.

As we proceeded eastward from Koofenay Crogsing the dlgtaiice
became too great to returu cach aoun hour to the camp so lunches
were packed up for the crews. The many teams algso had to be fed and
watered. As there was no water throughout thig area the water, plus
lunches and feed , such as hay and oats for the horses also had to
be transported from the camp area. Thls project fell to me and nmy
team and the chailnman who worked with me. Each morning, with several
large barrells on the vaggon, we pulled over to the river and loaded
up the.barrells and hauled them out and parked them in a sultable
area for the moon hour crews. Thig was the only team and waggon
that had a full load each morning to take out to the work area ,
the rest of the teamg proceeded to the work area empty. Many workmen
would climb on the waggons to hitch a ride to the work area untll
. stopped by our foreman., The same applled at night as we returned
with the empty waggon to the camp area, many of the workmen would
climb on the empty waggon until stopped by our foreman who bold
the men that the team had worked hard all day as they had. There
were some vho did not like the foremans interference and complained

but in the end the foremans orders were obeyed. Mr..Flnn also
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explained thuat there was a safety meagure involved, such ag the
waggon upsetting or the team running away - good thinklng on the

part of Mr. Finn
As we completed the pulling of the many stumps along

the many hillsides to the large flat, to where we could look down,
for the first time to the Vermillion River, 1t was a relief to get
away from those hllligldes and onto more level ground, temporarily.
On thlg large flat there were many stumps to be pulled before we
came to the down hill area again as we wended our way tovards the
Vermiilion River. First off, to pull the stumps, then build a tote
road along the winding hillslde area, éuitable for waggon trafflc to
ailow Jim Gibson and his crew to move ahead of us from the Meadows

Camp.
Ag ve constructed the tote road in the above gectlon, we also

had to have our waggon along with us to haul lunch supplles for the
small crew and wgter for ail the party. On our way into this area,
we left a number of barrells of‘water on top of the hill for the
main crew. Arriving at our work destination for the day, our waggon
was left part way down the hill at a very sharp turn in the road.

As we worked ahead, one of our number was glven the Jjob as Water Boy,
thlis job fell to my earlier working companion of the previous winter,
"prenchle". At noon hour we all returned to the waggon for lunches.
puring one mid afternoon period T sent our water boy, Frenchle back
to the waggon for several bucketls of water for the crew. Shortliy
.after he left, we saw him come a running, breathelessly over the
hill with the empty water buckets floating througd tne air. As he
reached reached our area, breathless, we asked him where the water
wag ? - poor Frenchle, all he could say "Black - Black" ( etc ) plus
some words that T wlll not aepeat. Finally, after he got his breath

back he sald that as he rounded the sharp corner where the vaggon wgs
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parked, all he gaw was a very Black animal up in. the waggon
rumaging through the lunch pails. Not knowing what the animal wasg,
and careilng less, he declded the besgst move for him was to return to
the safety of the working crew to find out what that gtrange black
object was in the waggon., ¥then we told him 1t was likely a black
pear, that settled Frenchies trip back for water until we parked the
waggon in an area whire it could be seen from a greater distancee.

As the Jim Glbson créw moved ahead of us, in the early summer of
I92I, one of thelr first prlorities was to erect a Long plece of
10g crlbblng along the Vermllllion River at the large gravel sllde
and to construct a tote road through that area so that the Jim Flnn
crew could move ahead from Kootenay Crossing. At thlis time, that
gravel glide came right down into the rlver maeking 1t lmpossible to
build a tote road along the area without a proctive cribblng wall.

As the Jim Glbgson crew mﬂvéd to the Vermlllion area, the Soccer

( football ) rivalry between the two camps became more intense ag
the crews were now much cloger, within walklng distance over the old
pack trall . Every few weeks, on a sun-ay, there would be a soccer
game at the crossihg.,. Also, there was swimming in: the lake Just
east of the crosging which interested swlmmers, from poth caips. One
of Invermere's finest young men at that time spent one of his sundays
swlmming and ag a spectator at the soccer game wlith ug at the crossing
Shortiy before dark as he was returning to his camp over the steep
mountain pack trall, he came acrogs a brown pbear with two cubs a sghort
distance to the slde of the trail. As he related the story to me
some few days later, he sald he started running down the trail with
his bathing suit in one hand and higs brownie camera in the other and
a Jjack rabblt Jjumped out of the bushes in front of him and sgtarted
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rumning down the trail in front of him. He sald that he kicked that
rabbit off the trall and told 1t to let someone run that could run.
Next day he returned back up the trall to plck up hls camera and
bathing sult that he had dropped as he ran down the trall.

Another interesting thing that happened on numeroup oOccassgions
during that summer and one in which I hawve not yet found an answer
to. Lunching out as ve did day after day throughout the summer, the
callp cook neariy w.ways included one, or several four pound cans of
jam, usually Plum and Apple, and Blackberry. The plum and apple Jam
wag not too bad, but that blackberry; wlth all its seeds, was not
liked by auy of the workmen. Each day, as the luncn buckets were
returned to the camp kitchen, the cang of blackberry Jam were left
in the area where we lunched. Such tins , with the 1llds securely in
place, would be found the followlng day nearly empty. The c;vers
would st1ll be in place but the cang would have a numper of holes
in them apbout half un lnch in diameter. On opening the tins, we
would find that practlcally all the thick Jam had been extracted
by the bears. Blackberry jauw, in thoge far off days, was very thlck
and would not flow out of the cang - how then did the bears remove

the Jjam from the covered cans ?
I am not gure at thig point in time 1f the Jim Finn crew

moved east of the Gibson Crew in the late gummer of I92l from
Kootenay Crossing. In any evewent, when the Finn crew moved east

| from the crossing, they moved about a mile east of the Vermillion
River gravel slide, to a large gravel flat a few feet above the
river. ( Around I933, or 1934, when we were camped agaln at this
same location with Jim Duncan's crew we were flooded out by the

rapldly rising Vermillion River, we moved our camp site twice then
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and finally moved all the camp to the Vermillion River Crossing site) .
( More on that in a later article - If I get around to it ? )

The rldeway, Just east of the Vermillion river gravel slide, had
been covered wlth a very heavy growth of spruce trees and the moss
covering the area was very heavy. Due to the gravel and hard pan
type of gsoll in thls area, several proble.is presented themselves.
shooting such stumps did not prove very successful, secondly, to pull
the stumps, many of the rootg had to be cut, leaving much of the root
system stlll in the growid, plus all the moss, both of which caused
much difficulty with grading and fills with the slips. To overcome
thig problem, Harry Smyth, with hls many years of logging operations
over a large area in the valley, came forth wlth the idea of using
Cable and two slngle blocks, a hitch whlch he named the Luff.
Apparently, Harry and the foreman had dlscussed this method to overcome
the heavy moss wlth 1ts many roots. Harry came to me wlth the 1ldea
and suggested this new method and how it worked. Seceral days later
several hundred feet of heavy cable arrived along with two slngle
blocks. Harry came out into the fleld with the new equlppment and
proceeded to show K¥ us ho&w to make the 1t up - For the third single
block we threw the cable loop around a dlstance stump, then we were
in buginess. Thlg new method proved very successful and was used
taroughout our project. One dlgadvantage, the stumps, plus thelr
connected root system and the mogg covered such a large area that we
had trouble moving them off the RIXXXHY rideaway once we nad removed
the block and tackle, On reaching the edge of the cleared rideaway
many of them had to be trimmed before we pulled them back into the
forest to nide them from view of the travellilng future puplic,

Vorking with the cable and blocks to pull the mény stumps in the

mld summer of 1922, I had two chainmecn to asslst with the addiltional
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as very few of the gtumps were shot in thls area. Oue of our

blggest problem was if we had a large root directly behind our pull
we had to search for 1t and cut 1t off.

The road crew working behind us at thig point had been split
up lnto two crews, one engaged in the construction of the roadway
and the other in' constructing a bridge over the rock and snow slide
that crossed the road ag one leaves the river bottom, some distance
east of the Vermillion river gravel gsilde. To make the spproaches
to tne bridge some new equippment was brought in for the long haul
required. Thls new equlppment was wneéled scrapers and was used only
at this location our the British Columbia sectlon. Those wheeled
scrapers requlred extra men to both load and unload, they also requlred
an extra team to asgist 1n the loading. This extra team, named a
snatch team, vas comnected ahead of the pole team and unhitcied ag
the scraper vag loaded. Apparently, the extra energy required to
load and unload them wag too costlye. Benny Raugh, from the Llower
end of the valley operated thig extra team wnlie the wheeled scrapers

were 1n operation.
In the process of bulldling up the approaches to each side

ot the bridge, 1t was necessary for the teams to turn the 360 degrees
on the bridge with the wheeied scrapers. Thlg was no proolew fur
must of the teamsters except once very old man from the Golden area
who had only one arm. Thnls fine old man, with his handicap of one
érm had the largest team of any working in any of the camps.. One
day, wnlle turning on tne bridge wlth the wheeied scraper the teaw
started backlng up with the scraper in splte of all the old man

could do., Tne result, the wheeled scraper dropped over the edge of
the bridge and nad 1t not been fur qulcek action on tne part of

severgl other worumen 1t looked as though the team wouid continue to



(29 ) H, E. Rlcnardson
October, Lydh
A TOOn BACK OVER THE YEARS

back up and fail over the bridge. Shortly thereafter ne was taken
off thls Job and put to work in another area to handle the heavy
brearging plow, or on:.the grader, many times with the skllfull teamstep
Harry Smyth in control. With Harry at the controls, that teaw coulid

move mogt anything,.
With the completion of both approaches to the bridge, our

camp moved from the river flat area to Wardle Oreex, on the left
hand slde for the camp and the teams. In the case of my team, a
geperate area vwas set aslde aud on the opposite slde of the creex.
Thig camp site was qulte crowled with all the tents and stabies.
Snort.Ly before our camp was moved to the Wardle Creek area, the Jim
Glbson camp wag moved back to the area around the springs

From VWardle Creex, eagstward to where we loined onto the section
of road that had already beeun completed py the Atberta crew, Bnder
Ernle Bird., Here we met with 8 similar condition as we had, had a
few imiles back. There were numervus stumps, much mosg, underliain with
heavy hardpan which the roots could not penetrate. As ve entered that
area, ve reverted back to the biock and cabie method. Looklng back to
thuat time and wnhat the rldeway ivoked like as we pulled the many stumps
I often wigh that T had a picture of 1t as it was almost impossible
to walk down the rideway petween the gtumps and thelr very large
rootg. I remember that when we worked tils area there was some
photographer came through the area and took some pilctures of that
Jungle of roots. Several years ago on a vligit through Banff, I
stopped at the archives to have a look for such plctures but had no

luck.
After having completed the HUXIXXHE pulling of the stumps to

vhere the road had alrcady been constructed by the Alberta crew, my
team and I, alung with my chalnman, Red Gaffney, were moved back to

work vith bthe pridge crew that were cutting and hewing the timpers
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for the wooden briuge across Wardle Creek. Mre. Hantz was the offlclal
broadaxe man who dld the squaring of all the timkers reyulred for
the bridge, such as the main strin_ers and other timbers that had to
be squared. Mr. Alex Gllmore wag the assistant to Mr..Hantz as he
did all the axe work, guch as scoring the timbers, removing the bark,
and bra:ches. There were several others in the crew whose names T
have forgotten. Mr. Red Gaffney, the team and T had the Job of
hauling the prepared tlmbers out of the wooded area to the bridge
site, All timbers required for the bridge had to be cut a requlred
dlstance pack 1n the wooded area so as not to be visible from the
road for future tourlsts, The trees had to be cut close to the
ground and the remaining stump covered wlth mosg to hlde thelr removal
Ag the timpers were dellvered to the bridge silte ( the majJority
were cut on the east slde of the creex and to the right of the road.)
with the timbers all cut and dellvered to the brldge site, the
timber-bridge crew started bullding the plers on each gside of the
creex. As those plers were congtructed that had to be filled wlth
stones from the surround.ng area. Together, Red and I, flrst bullt
a #rE prough stone boat to haul the collected rocks to flll the plers.
With the plers completed, the bridge crew counstructed a temporary
structure in mid stream to support the stringers brought in from each
slde where they would be butted, end to end in position for splicing.
Two heavy plates, one on each slde were then KXXEKXX fastened to the
timbers with large bolts of sufflclent length to reach through the
timbers and the heavy plateg. With the stringers butted together
and the plates placed in place, the next proceedure was to drill
accurate noles through the timpbers to match up with the holeg in

the plates on each slde. This borlng, in 1tself was no great

problem to thege experienced
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workmern as they bored through from each slde, half way. However,
once the holesgs had been bored ( the flrst several ) through with
the wood blt, the next procedure was to puth:isgral of the very
large bolts through the drllled holesgs to hold the heavy plate
securely 1n place ag other holes were bored. Alas, the wood bit

( or large auger ) that had been supplled, was found to be several
slzes too small for the large and heavy bolts. The question then
arose - vhat shall we do ? There 1s no communlcatlon to the outgide
worid at tthe springs or Banff, there is also no means of
transportation, except by my team, and that would take the best part
of the week to travel out to the springs for the redwired slze of
wood bilt ( auger - if available in the area ). Also, the team was
required to keep the projJect in operation. Bringing together the
compined thoughts of geveral of the workmen they came up with an
immedlate solution. BURN them out to the requlred diameter for the
bolts. As this decislon was made, Red and I found ourselves wlth
another Jjob on our hands to build a large fire close by and start
heating a number of ghort pleces of drill steel to red heat to burn
the previously bored holeg out to a larger diameter. The ldea worked
and the project went ahead pretty vell on schedule. We were more
fortunate when 1t came time to use the large wrenches to tighten the
muny bolts on both the stringers and the super structure truss work
‘ag the correct sizes had been supl ied ( I should have mentioned
earlier that the road construction crew had been completed when we
started getting the brldge timbers out of the forest. Jim Finn and
his crew had left to work on cribbing in the canyon area below the
springs, Ye were left a small crew with a young Scotchman as our

cook to complete the Vardle Creek Bridge.
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Our cook took up resldence 1n a gmall bell tent along wlth the camp
gsupplies .+ A small tent was erected next to the cboKs quarters whlch
acted as the kitchen and dining area for the smalil crew, During the
afternoon, the cook with plenty of time on hlg hands wandered around
the camp area with kitchen scraps to throw at animals in the area,
such as bears, if such were seen, Muich to hls worrow hls afternoon
recreation came back to haunt him in the wee small hours of the
night. Ve in the camp often heard hls screams of fear through the
night as the bears wandered around the_tents attempting to get in.
Barricadeg were set up around the tents which the bears, leaned on in
thelr attempts to get to the supplies. Calls went out to the
authorities at the springs and the park rangers visited the area to
caim the cook. Very early one morning we heard # deathiy screams
from the cook, quarters calling for help as the roving bears had
succeeded in getting over the barricades and were then leaning
heavily on the tent and shaking it. Numerous places thelr heavy
claws had penetrated and tore the tent fabric. Rushing from our
comfortable beds close by, we answered the cooks screams for help
to find hiuw sittiig up Lo Dig bed tremoling with a large butchers
XHXXE cleaver and knife laying along the slde of the bunk and a
revolver laylng close by. With our lanterns, plus the nolse that wve
made as we looked for the bears, the balance of the night wag spent
in gllence as the cook returned to complete hlis sleep., For the balane
of the few remuinlug days that we were in thexcaup our cook ceased
his roving of the area with kitchen scraps to feed bears and other
aniumels - for the future, there was no umore trouble from unwanted

night visltors to the cooks quarters,
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for Frank Richardson to haul hay from the Joe Lake farm along the

back road to Athalmer and Frank's stable., Thus ended my Third

seagon as teamster for Frank Richardson, extending from the late
summer of IY20 +to the late rfall of 1922

In the spring of 1923, T found myself working on.the

Dominion Government Experimental Farm at Invermere along with Herb
Chester. My waggon passenger from Hawk Creek, Mr. Fletcher was now
working at the farm, principally in the garden area with Mr. Heath,
the farm gardner., Both of ug and Mr..Chester had room and board with
Mrs. Lowesg, who operated a boarding hoﬁse and bakery, acrosgss the gtreet

from A. E. Figher's store.
On July, first, 1923, Chester, Fletcher and I sat in. front

of the bakery to watch the official procession proceed down the street
from the officlal opening of the Bauff- windermere Road at Keotenay
Crossing. They were preceédded by a large group of horse mounted Indians
who led the procession to the Offiolal opening of the David Thompson
Fort. Shortly after the arrival of the openlng party we wefe entertalnd
with a Basketball game between a valley team and a team from Fort
Steele., After the the bagket ball game the officlal opening dance

was held in the fort. ( Several years prlor to this, while working

at Falrmont Hot Springs, Joe Morigeau and I were called out late one
night to take our team out to the area of Major Prust's farm to get

a famlly car back on the road, that had slipped down into the bush area
off the road in the area, which, each year was flooded from the
springs on the sidehlll above. The Famlily, from Fort Steele, were

on thelr way to Athalmer to attend the funeral of a family member,

The father of thls car famlily had, earller been one of the local

Police of the area -~ A Mr., Dawson, whose daughter was Gladys.
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vith the bridge ncaring its colipletion there was no further use
for the team on 1its constriiction so Red and I along wlth the team
were put to work to haul 1y dirt with a slip to fill in.the east
and west approaches to the bridge. Having completed the flll of
the approaches enough to allow authorlzed equlppment to pass omer
until the spring when additional filil would be hauled in to complete
the work. 'th no further work for the team on this projJect, the
team and I were sent east, to Hawk Creek to work wlth an Albeecta
crew engaged in graveling an area in that viclnlty. The Wardle
Creek bridge crew returned to the spfings area for crib aid pridge
work 1n that area.

The team and I worked for about ten days 1n the Hawk Creek area
hauling gravei.ln a dump truck. This was very heavy work for the
team ag the roads were extremely muddy in: the area and the-éravei
had to be hauled up quite a grade. After worklng there some ten
days, the weather turned to heavy rain and snow whlch resulted in
the camp being closed HXX and all crews and teams told to return to

thelr home area.
Wth the work termlnated at Hawk Creen 1ii the XX late fall

of I922, I was instructed to return to Athalmer with Frank Rlchardsond
team. As B was preparing to leave for the valley, one of the

workmen at the Hawk Creei camp requested a ride westward to the

valley with me, He had never been to the valley area vefore. His
nawe, Mre. Fletcher. I agreed for him to make the long trip with

me, the team and waggon from Hawk Creek to Athalmer, as it would

be company aiong the long and tiresome trip. Cur first days travel
took us to McLeod Meadows where ve spent the nlght to rest. Next

day, what a long day, we headed for our finali destination, Athalmer.

For the next few days after my arrival back in Athalmer, I worked
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During the years, 1932 to 1935, I was agailn employed on the Banff

windermere Road. This time, first in a number of jobs, such asg
kitchen held, pick and shovel, timber crew, then with Arthur Newton
and Tommy Frater on the cement finishing work on the Vermlllion
Crossing Bridge, whlch had not been completed in the previougs fall,
Later T became the Grader Man with the large grader operating from
the crogs-roads to the Alberta border. Harry West, the expert
grader man ( later one of the camp foremans ) gave me my first
instructions for several days between Vermillmillion Crossing and
Hawk Creok. There were several other graders ( Brett Granger, and
Wally Lantrup ) also in operation but I handled all the heavy work
such as c;eaning out the ditches in the spring from the slldes,
filling in all the heavy ruts over the area and general malntenance
throughout that vast area. My machine was the flrst out each spring
from the Banff Grage to plough snow from the Alberta border to the

Vermillion Crossing areae.
In the early spring of 1932, the crew that I worked with

was x sent to Vermlllion Crossing with Jim Duncan as foreman and
Frank Edgehill as our very fine camp cook, The purpogse of our very
early venture into the area was to remove the Snow Slide that had
come down and completely blocked the highway opposite the slgn
polnting to Mount Assinibol in the dlstance. Thls was the First
time that thls snow sllde had come down, or crossed the highway since
"the poad was officlally opened. We all laughed as we proceeded into
our destination and the work we were asigned To Burn The Snow Slide
Out. We reasoned, among ourselves, 'How does one Burn Snow' ?
NYXEEBRHA

My secondd period of construction and maintenance work on the

Banff- Windermere Road will pe left for another story as 1t witid
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deal with an entirely different method of road construction in a

far different environment than that previously experienced, plus

some attempted interference from local business men, and one from

Ottawa who wvag on hlg way through the area and had No Authority to
stop and glveorders to machine operators as he passed through the
beautliful area.

My Thanks to The National Parks of Canada for glving me the fine
opportunity and experiences that I galned during the late teens,
the early twenties and the early thirties., Thanks to those fine men
who provided the leadership and direction to us younger men from the
local level and the National level.

The Natlonal Parks of Canada and thelr leadership have glven
much to the many residents of the Columbla Valley during my late
teens, my early tvwentles, and lagtly, During the "Hungry Thif%ies

at which time they gave 1lnvaluable service to many of us, who, at
that critlcal time could not find employment in the area. Private
enterprlise had nothing H#uXEXEe¥ much to offer, and the Provinclal
Government had a few scattered Jobs which lasted for very brief

periods
The Lake wWindermere Valley Hospltal also owes much to the

National Parks of Canada during that critical perlod when there
was sparce employment, The Banff= Windermere Road, in Kootenay

National Park gave =~ ( See page 37 )
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summer employment, 23 many family men, extending over a number of
monthg was also very beneficial to the Windermefe Distrilct
Hospltal and the visglts of the late Doctor, F..E. Coy to the various
camps through the Kootenay Park area.

On sunday, June, 30, 1985, The National Parks of Canada
wlil be celebrating thelr one-~hundredth year with a reenactuent
of the opening of the Banff-Windermere Road at Kootenay Crossing,
which wag first opened of June, 30, 1923, I will be present at KA
that XXM ceremony to "Salute" The National Parks of Canada and
what they have meant to me, and many others in the Columbla Valley
in years past.

My Father, the late H. B..Richardson first came into the
Columbla Valley in late April, I888, from England, to work for
Lieutenant, Thomas B. .He. Cochrane on hig hydraullc gold operation
on Finlay Creek. Father spentxthe summer on that project. In the
late fall of I888, when the project closed down, Father, along with
several others trailed a number of pack horses and saddle poniles
back to Mitford, Alberta. At that point, Father was layed off and
had to declide whether he would return to England or stay in Canada.
Hlg decision, stay in Canada. From Mitford, Father went west to
Canmore, Alberta where he found employment until tha very early
spring of I889 and returned wegt to Golden and the Columbla Valley.
’Father left the VWindermere area in the XX early 1950's. The
Richardson family name will , in April, I988 have been assoclated
with the Columbia Valley for One Hundred Years.

H. E. Rlchardson

( June, I5, I985 ) 30I - 3255 Quadra Street
Victorlia, B.C, V8X IG4
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