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Monthly Progress Report

by
Scott 0'Keeffe

The month of June saw the establishment of two pew census plots. Their
purpose will be to gather quantitative data on bird populations in the two types
of pristine forest areas that occur in Vermilion Pass, - successional

and climax.

Plot Four (PL-4) is located in the climax spruce-fir forest in
Kootenay National Park. The plot is very clnse to, and, in fact. contains
portions of Plot Four, as used in 1973,  Because of the thickness of the
bush, the plot is roughly half the size of the similar plots in the Burn.
The new PL-4 has been constructed to conform with international standards.
1t consists of six 300 metre lines running parallel and 50 metres apart
from one another. The resulting square-shaped plot encloses roughly 10

hectares of spruce-fir forest, 100 metres from the nearest burned area.

Plot Five (PL-5) has been constructed in the same manner as PL-4,
and is located in the successional forest near the Storm Mountain Lodge.
This new census plot incorporates Plot 5 of the 1973 survey., Again, for

convenience, the new plot is half the size of those in the Burn.



Considerable time during the first 2 weeks of June was devoted to
"laying in" the two new plots and mapping them. Maps of the new plots,

and upgraded maps of the 1973 plots, are included in this report.

Table I, below, sunmarizes the distribution of censusing visits to

plots during June.

Plot or Transect TR-3 TR-4 PL-1 PL-2 PL-3 PL-4 PL-5 TOTAL

Morning Visits 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 7
Evening Visits 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 7
Totals 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 14

Table I. Morning vs. Evening Surveys

An additional two owl surveys were conducted, one of which resulted in the

discovery of a Doreal 0wl {degolius fuiereus) in the lodgepole pine forest

near Plot Five.

Although a rainy June did hamper field work, many valuable observations
were made. In addition to further observations on.a Junco nest, in PL-1,
I noted 2 locations where ravens (Corvus corax) were nesting on cliff
faces. One nest is located on the northeast face of Stanley Peak,
while the other is on a cliff face near Storm Mountain.  Other species of
birds appear to be well established on distinct territories, and Yellow-
rumped Warblers (Dendroica coranata) have already been seen carrying food,

a good indication of young being nearby. I noted 2 song types in



Townsend's Warblers, and am currently working out the distribution of

daytime singing for several species..

In addition to gathering data on resident species, and noting
behaviour, the maps of all plots have been upgraded this month and lines

in the plots themselves have been straightened and marked more adequately.

In the month of June, I recorded 6 new species for the Vermilion

Pass. They are:-

(1) Butorides viresaens (Green Heron).

(2) Mergus merganser (Common Herganser)
(3) Porzana carolina (Sora)

(4) Charadrius vociferus (Killdeer)

(5) Empidonax hammondii (Hammond's Flycatcher)
(6) Bmpidonax difficulis (Western Flycatcher)

A1l of the above with the possible exceptions of numbers 5 and 6 are
probably migrants,  The Green Heron is a particularly interesting
observation, since it has not previously been recorded in Alberta, The
Heron 1 saw was noted at Vista Lake, on the evening of June 5, 19756, 1
searched, in.vain, the following day, in order to obtain a photograph cf
the heron. A complete description of the bird, along with behavioral notes,

will be sent to the Alberta Ornithological Records Committee.

It is hoped that with the addition of an assistant in July, more time
. can be devoted to searching for nests, and using recorded calls to aid in

photographing a few species.
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