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Robert Guy

During the month of June, trapping continued in ten areas for a total
of 4352 trap % days. It had been planned to sample two other areas as
well, but wet weather over the last three weeks hampered the setting of
traps. Trap success this year (4.09 captures per 100 trap % days) was
considerably better for the same period than in 1973 (0.76 captures per 100
trap % days). I intend to reserve comment on this 6bvious difference until

the data is more complete.

As shown in.Table 1, there were five trap deaths this month.,  None
of these, however, can be attributed to bad weather. At least four mice
died due to predators taking advantage of the entrapped animals. Mink or
some other member of the family Mustelidae are probably responsible., In
the same areas that the deaths occurred, bait stealing has been a constant
problem.  Within twenty hours, on one occasion, 39 cut of 68 traps had
been ransacked. Bait has alsc been taken from closed traps. As a
consequence, when the hait is thus stolen, the trap door is often reset,
Kithin 5 hours at one location, 8 of 48 remaining closed traps still
containing bait wererresct. This has happened a number of times on at
least 4 traplines, resulting in three additional deaths (nct shown on
Table 1 because they were outside the normal trapping periods), as I was
not aware some trapé had been opencd and reset. In area 1-1, then, there

was an overall total of three deaths. As these viere all female Clethrionomys,



2,

arca 1-1 may have to be replaced by another trapping area of similar habitat
in July. To help alleviate the predator problem in the future, it would be
wise not to leave closed traps in the field without checking for more than a
day. If one wants to keep the traps in position, folding them up should
stop any tampering. Because most of the trap deaths had been partially
devoured or fnsect damaged, only one was kept for study, - skin and skull

purposes.
Six traps were destroyed or damaged by bear(s) this month,

Three recaptures of animals (all zapus) tagged in 1973, occurred this
month as well. A species new to the study was also trapped. In area B-2,
one northern bog lemning (Synaptomys borealis) was captured and released.
Signs that the species may have bcen present were found in a few other

locations in the past but none had been caught.

Table 1 contains all other trap data for the month of June. For
calculating trap success, 'escapes' have been added to 'retained captures'

to yield 'total captures'.]

]In the May monthly report, 'escapes' did not enter the table data
in any way.



TABLE 1

deaths/100
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TABLE 1
(continued)

deaths/100
captures

# of deaths
(other)

# of deaths
(predation)
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trap % days
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gscapes
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TABLE 1
(continuead)

deaths/100
captures

# of deaths
(other)

# of deaths
(predation)

captures/100
trap % days

total # of
captures

escapes

captures/
individual

of retained
captures

# of
individuals

trap &
days
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TABLE 1
(continued)

deaths/100
captures

# of deaths
(other)

# of deaths
(predation)

captures/100
trapk days

total # of
captures

escapes

captures/
individual

# of retained
captures

# of
individuals

trap &
days
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