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Climbing Tangle Hill, circa 1935. The mountain road from Jasper to Banff opened in 1940. 
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Superintendent's message 

A decade of challenges 
Jasper is entering the 1990s with impor­

tant changes in management staff. Anew 
superintendent, assistant superintendent, 
townsite manager and personnel manager 
will be workinghar d to help meet the many 
challenges of the new decade. 

More than five decades ago, the ha rd 
work of laborers created the Icefields 
Parkway. And it was ha rd work: in the 
1930s we didn't have the sophisticated 
equipment we see today. Horses and 
human muscle made this dream possible. 
Today, the parkway is one of the most 
traveled scenic routes in the world. 

In r e c e n t _ _ _ _ _ _ — — — ^ - _ 
years, Canadi­
ans have been 
pushing to see 
another dream 
come true: envi- " 
ronmental protection. The federal govern-
men thas responded; all new national poli­
cies are likely to reflect this concern. The 
national parks, symbols of resource pro­
tection, will be expected to maintain their 
leadership in environmental assessment, 
waste management, site rehabilitation and 

"If we learned anything from those 
Icefields Parkway laborers, it's that 
nothing is impossible." 

construction practices that involve a mini­
mum of land disturbance. 

Implementing the recently approved 
Park Management Plan will be Jasper 's 
first step. Strategic planning will be em­
ployed to help us better identify our op­
tions and opportunities. We are in a period 
of budget constraint; it is critical tha t both 
park employees and the public understand 
where we are going. 

The 1990s will bring us challenges from 
afar: the greenhouse effect, ozone deple­
tion and the islandization of our parks. Al­
though Jasper is very large, we are still 

part of a greater 
whole. We do 
not comprise 
one "self-suffi­
cient" ecosys-

' tern. The co-op­
eration of outside agencies, visitors and all 
Canadians is necessary if we are to fulfill 
our resource protection mandate . 

Immediate problems we mus t face in­
clude the deaths of many wild animals in 
collisions on our highways, and the loss of 
still more to poachers. You can help by 

You wanted to know ... 

Gaby Fortin 

reporting any illegal activities that you see 
while you're here in Jasper . 

I cannot list all the challenges Jasper 
will be facing in the 1990s. With more visi­
tors, more urgent resource protection is­
sues and stiffer budgetary controls, it will 
be difficult to maintain the park as a large, 
well-protected na tura l area. 

If we learned anything from those 
Icefields Parkway laborers, it's tha t noth­
ing is impossible. We may have to change 
our thinking and our way of doing things— 
but we can do it. 

Gaby Fortin, Superintendent 
Jasper National Park 

PROFILES is Jasper National Park's annual visitors' 
guide. In 1990, it was produced using electronic 
publishing with the collaboration of the Calgary 
Regional Office of the Canadian Parks Service. It was 
published by the authority of the Minister of the 
Environment and the Minister of Supply and Services 
Canada. 

The people behind PROFILES: 
Nancy Alexander • Thomas Boldt • Wes Bradford • 
Janet Breau • Bev Carroll • Gaby Fortin • Grant 
Kaiser • Val Kerr • Gloria Keyes-Brady • Mark 
Kolasinski * Claire Lamarre • Anne Landry • Jean 
Moquin • Bill Overend • Mary Porter • Grant Potter • 
Ruth Remple • Mike Skakum • Jim Todgham • 
roving photographers • and advisors aplenty! 

The Canadian Parks Service appreciates the 
cooperation of Parks and People, the Jasper Park 
Chamber of Commerce, Alberta Tourism, Parks 
volunteers, the Jasper Booster and the Jasper business 
community. 

For information, contact: 
The Superintendent 
Jasper National Park 
Box 10, 
Jasper, Alberta 
TOE 1E0 
(403)852a3161 Canada 

Our environment needs 
'Caretakers' — MacEwan 

Grant MacEwan is an author and historian. He is a former lieutenant-governor of 
Albertaandisa memberofthe Order of Canada. The Canadian Parks Service asked Mr. 
MacEwan for his comments on the environment: 

Everybody—young or old, male or female, rich or poor—should pursue the search 
unrelentingly until he or she has found a high and satisfying/; urpose in living. I found 
mine long ago, and there is no secret about it. I chose to live and die as a conservation­
ist/environmentalist. 

It may sound like my religion. Fair enough! So it is. I choose to be one of Nature 's 
Caretakers or God's Caretakers, and there is, in my view, a need for millions more ofthe 
same. I t is a challenge I would wish to direct a t our young people, especially those young 
people who have not yet discovered a good reason for being here on this good green 
earth. 

Walter C. Sowdermill, who was the assistant chief of soil conservation in United 
States, said it well: 

"In ignorance and wastefulness, mankind h a s strode across the face ofthe earth for 
7,000 years, reaping more than he has planted and destroying what he has not made. 
In occupying new lands, men have skimmed off the 'cream' and left t he thin milk for the 
generations to come. Man tends to destroy the source of his existence." 

What challenges the role of Caretaker holds for citizens today! 

Grant MacEwan, December, 1989 
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Can we reserve a campsite? 
Reservations are not accepted for camp­

ing. "First-come, first-served" is the rule. 
In peak season, spots in all 10 campgrounds 
fill up fast. Come early to beat the rush . 

Where do we buy groceries? 
Do your shopping in town, because 

groceries are few and far between else­
where in Jasper National Park. Two gro­
cery stores, two convenience stores and a 
bulk food store are found in town. 

What's on about town? 
Be sure not to miss: 

• Canada Day Parade Julyl 
• Jasper Heritage Folk Festival Aug. 4 
• Wildlife Memorial Aug. 2-9 
• Jasper Indoor Rodeo Aug. 16-19 

Check the Jasper Booster (the local 
newspaper), ask a t an information centre, 
or tune into YR Radio (1450 AM) for de­
tails on these and other events. 

Where can we swim? 
You can swim, slide, soak or steam in­

doors at the new Jasper Aquatic Centre, 

401 Pyramid Lake Road, beside the town's 
activity centre. 

Have a healthy soak in glorious Front 
Range scen­
e r y a t t h e 
M i e t t e 
H o t s p r i n g s , 
61 km north­
east of town. 

Or take to 
t h e l a k e s ! 
T h e y ' r e ex­
h i l a r a t i n g . 
Pyramid Lake 
a n d L a k e 
Annette have 
s a n d y 
beaches. 

The Canadian flag, shown here at 
the top ofMt. Athabasca (3,490 m), 
is 25 years old in 1990. 

for times a t an information centre. 

What's special about Jasper? 
Jaspe r is par t of a World Heri­

tage Site; it's the largest national 
park in the Rocky Mountains; it has 
thehighest mountain in Alberta (Mt. 
Columbia); it's the site of one ofthe 
world's most accessible glaciers 
(Athabasca); it has the longest un­
derground drainage system known 
in Canada (Maligne). 

More than two million people 
visited Jasper last year. After 83 
years of national park status, Jas­
per is still 98% Rocky Mountain wil­
derness. 

How can I get around? 
If you have no wheels—and you're 

wearing down those heels—rest easy. Al­
though Jasper has no public transit , buses 
leave from predetermined points for 
Maligne Lake, Jasper Park Lodge, The 
Whistlers and other points every day. Ask 

When do things slow down? 
Jasper regains its tranquil pace after 

mid-September. If you're here to see wild­
life, not the back of an RV, come then. Most 
roads stay open, room ra tes drop and wil­
derness comes clearly into focus. Pick up a 
guide to Jasper ' s "other seasons" at park 
information centres. 

The mountain 
parks remember 

"All I saw was a set of legs in the headlights. There was no 
time to react. It was like hitting a wall. 

"Afterward I cried. I just cried." 

First-hand account, moose-vehicle accident 

Orange flags a t roadside this summer will mark spots where 
689 large animals were killed in vehicle collisions in Jasper Na­
tional Park during the last decade. 

This sobering display will be par t of the Mountain Parks 
Wildlife Memorial Aug. 2-9, organized jointly by several na­
tional and provincial Rocky Mountain parks to focus attention 
on highway wildlife mortality. 

In Jasper alone last year, 109 deer, elk, sheep and other large 
animals were struck and killed, most by motorists who were 
speeding. 

Some animals were killed instantly. Others, legs broken or 
internal organs bleeding, struggled away into the bush, where 
slow, painful deaths were their inevitable fate. 

If animals continue to be killed a t this ra te , herds won't last. 
Stricter enforcement of speed limits and roadside fencing are 
unpopular alternatives, but they may be necessary if mountain 
motorists don't begin to police themselves. 

Jasper, 1989:41 deer, 34 elk, 26 sheep, 7 moose, 1 goat... 

Here are some tips to help you avoid striking an animal: 
• Use extra caution at dawn and dusk. 
• Slow down when you are blinded a t night by oncoming 

headlights. 
• Don't feed or entice roadside animals. To watch or photo­

graph them, stop only a t roadside pulloffs. 
• Promptly report any collisions you witness, so tha t an ani­

mal tha t h a s been struck won't be left to lure wolves or 
coyotes into danger. 
Thank you for your co-operation! 

who we are 
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The story of the Icefields Parkway 
Illustrated by Thomas Boldt 

/ b e f o r e we built the Banff-Jasper 
Highway, only a few people followed the 
winding pack trail north from Lake 
Louise. . 

... people like Mary Schaffer, that 
plucky Pennsylvanian, and A.P. 
Coleman, a geologist who traveled 
as far as Mt. Robson climbing and 
exploring. 

Guided tourists spent their days in the 
saddle and their nights on thehard ground. 
But they raved about the grand mountain 
scenery. More wanted to see it. 

The road began as a Depression relief 
project employing hundreds of men. 
Almost everybody thought it was good 
idea—but what a task it was! 

Out-of-work clerks, teachers and general roust­
abouts were happy just to join work camps and swing 
a pick or push a shovel for $5 a month. Heck, the grub 
was good. Those years were some of the best I remem­
ber. 

Toward the end of the '30s, the government 
proujbt in heavier equipment to finish the 
job. The road opened in the summer of 1940 
even though the Second World War put a 
damper on celebrations. 

Once gas rationing ended, the new highway 
was a hit. It crossed two passes ana came 
within feet of dazzling glaciers, waterfalls and 
canyons. "Twenty Switzerlands in One," they 
called it. The tourists came by bus and car from 
far and wide. 

They say about a million folks a year now 
drive the route. In 50 more years... well, I'll be 
long gone. But the highway will be showing 
even more people those rugged peaks and wild 
valleys. It'll still be doing its job. 

It's the Icefields Parkway's 50th anniversary 

Window on the wilderness 
The Icefields Parkway is no ordinary 

road. It leads through lush montane val­
leys studded with trembling aspen and 
alive with elk. It snakes pastbold outcrops 
of ancient seabed rock, where bighorn 
sheep and mountain goats clamber. 

It rises into brilliant subalpine m eadows, 
the haunt of the grizzly bear and the moun­
tain caribou. It crests a t mountain passes 
where the golden eagle soars overhead 
and where, nearby, the rugged land re­
mains locked in the grip of millions of 
tonnes of t ranslucent blue ice. 

There is something elemental about the 
230 km of pavement between Jasper and 
Lake Louise—something very appealing 
to the hum an spirit. 

It's why, 50 years after it opened, almost 
one million people a year tour the Icefields 
Parkway. To these people, and perhaps to 
you, the parkway is a window on the wil­
derness. 

As you travel the parkway, you are tick­
ling the spine of a continent. Beyond furi­
ously rushing rivers and serenely spar­
kling lakes rises the Great Divide, its 
mountains cloaked year-round in snow 
and ice. 

The Rockies a r e m o n u m e n t s to 
change—a metamorphosis from tropical 
sea floor to glacier-clad peaks, wrought 
slowly but as surely as the hundreds of 
thousands of holiday vehicles tha t roll 
along today. 

"Through dense primeval forests, mus­
keg, burn t and fallen timber and along 
rough and steeply sloping hillsides, a con­
s tant flow of travel will demand a broad 
well-ballasted motor road," forecast Al­
pine Club of Canada founder A.O. Wheeler 
in 1911. "This wonder trail will be world 
renowned." 

In its first half-century of motor travel, 
the "wonder trail" has indeed fulfilled 
Wheeler's vision. To people who live in 
cities and work indoors, breathing recon­
ditioned air and drinking compromised 
water, the parkway today is a tonic in 
demand. 

Should Canadians continue their sup­
port of the parks service's mandate , per­
haps 50 years from now we will still be 
able to gaze with wonder from the Icefields 
Parkway—a window upon wilderness. 

The parkway is a window on the high and wild country of the Canadian Rockies. 

A few peeks at a national heritage 
• The largest icefield along the parkway 

is the Columbia Icefield, spanning 325 
km2 . Its meltwater feeds three oceans. 

• The highest mountain seen from the 
parkway is the Snow Dome, an ice-
capped peak tha t rises to 3,520 m. 

• In January , 1930, five men from Jasper 
braved 14 days of bit ter temperatures 
and skied to Banff along the present-
day route of the parkway. 

• Construction of the Icefields Parkway, 
known then as the "B.J. Highway," be­
gan in 1931. 

• Workers were paid $5 a month plus 
room and board. Later, wages rose to 45 
cents an hour. 

• Jasper-end and Banff-end construction 
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crews "made the link" in late 1939 near 
the base of the Big Hill in Banff National 
Park. 

• In only seven minutes of driving, today's 
motorist covers as much ground as 
packtrains once managed in a day. 

• Mt. Mitchell, a peak jus t north of the 
Columbia Icefield, honors J.C.Mitchell, 
the chief engineer of the Banff-Jasper 
Highway project. 

• In summer, gas along the parkway is 
available at Sunwapta Falls, the Colum­
bia Icefield and Saskatchewan River 
Crossing. In winter, when parkway 
traffic declines to a tenth of summer's 
volume, service stations close but the 
road stays open. 

In the late 1950s, curves were 
straightened; rock bluffs were 
blasted; better bridges were built. 
The upgrade made the highway wide 
and beautiful—nothing like the 
winding gravel road it was. 
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Montane habitat 
Elk thrive in lush lower 

valleys along the parkway. 
When snowfall covers grass 
in winter, they gnaw on the 
bark of the trembling aspen. 
Look for the telltale black 
scars. Black bears, deer, 
beaver and coyotes share the 
montane. 

Come back for caribou 
T h r e a t e n e d mounta in 

caribou roam the Sunwapta 
Valley of Jasper National 
Park during the fall, winter 
and spring. Sensitive and 
skittish, they're a little 
smaller than elk with lighter 
neckbands. Come back in 
the quiet season to see them! 

Prairie headwaters 
The North Saskatchewan 

and most rivers along the 
parkway begin a t an 
icefield and flow toward the 
prairies, supplying water to 

• farms and cities. These 
| rivers transport glacier-

ground sand, silt and rocks 
to lower land, ever so gradu­
ally leveling the Rockies. 
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Moose marshes 
Watch for moose, bigger 

and darker than elk, in 
roadside th icke ts and 
marshes. At up to 500 kg, -
moose are the largest free-
ranging animals in Banff 
National Park. Go slowly! 
You want a close look—but 
not that close. 
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Grizzly country 
In the Bow Summit area, 

the grizzly bear munches 
buffaloberries, hedysarum 
roots, greenery and car­
rion—usually from car-
casses of goats and sheep , 

' that fall victim to ava­
lanches. Grizzlies are the 
quintessential symbol of 
wilderness. If you see a bear 
at roadside, please stay in 

. y o u r vehicle! 

The Big Hill 
The Big Hill drops half a 

kilometre in a series of gen­
tly sloping curves amid 
some of the highest moun-

. tains in the Rockies. Com- , 
posed of fractured, bent sea­
bed more than 350 million 
years old, they rose when 
continental plates collided 
about 120 million years ago. 
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Bighorn range 
In the Columbia Icefield 

area, the parkway is merely 
a wide mountain ledge to 
bighorn sheep. You can tell 
how old the males are: a fiill-
curl horn means about eight 
years. Some are 11 or 12. 
Snap a photo, but don't feed 
'em—and drive with cau­
tion! 
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Kerkeslin's goats 

Mountain goats, brilliant 
white with dark horns, lick 

I mineral - r ich roadside 
L bluffs. A herd of about 60 lives 

year-round on the slopes of 
Mt. Kerkeslin, prominent 
for its clinging snow and 
curving reddish bands of 
quartz sandstone. 

i A 111 

^^m^GhSff^on the parkway! 


