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T H E JASPER-COLUMBIA 
ICEFIELD 

Nothing can do justice to the thrilling 
magnificence of this region of the Canadian 
Rockies. Giving birth to three mighty 
rivers which find their way to three oceans, 
this vast area of ice and snow—an accumu­
lation of untold centuries, is viewed from 
the motor road at the foot of the Athabaska 
Glacier. Dazzling glaciers flow out of the 
ice cap atop Snow Dome and adjoining 
peaks set in a mighty alpine amphitheatre. 
The motor drive from Jasper is the only 
route by motor all the way to this 
spectacular region. Cover design is from 
natural color photograph. 



JASPER NATIONAL PARK 

FOREWORD 
y • 'EARS ago the country which is now Jasper National Park was 
S » ^ known as the Glittering Mountains. It is too bad the name ever 

was changed because within the spacious boundaries of this 
matchless Canadian playground there exists a shining, vibrant world of 
color, movement, sight and sound. 

Above the jagged rim of the universe, peak after peak lifts a high white 
plume in salute to the sky. From every point of the compass they raise 
their gallant heads far above the earth. There are uncounted numbers 
of them and many are unnamed. Between them stretch mile upon mile 
of alpine meadows in whose wind-blown grasses gay flowers paint the 
world in color borrowed from the rainbows. Endless green forests 
cushion their lower slopes and overflow the deep, verdant valleys to 
nurse along their new found routes young rivers which have found life 
in the tears of dying glaciers. Up in the alpland meadows, higher still 
upon lonesome rocky ledges and nestling among the forests of the valleys, 
like jewels scattered by a careless hand, countless lakes flash back 
through facets cut from emerald, sapphire, amethyst and jade, a jaunty 
retort to the sun. From crag and peak, through forest and valley, 
waterfalls leap in a sheen of silver and a burst: of diamond spray. 

Jasper is a sparkling world. No pen can picture it, no brush can catch 
its colors. But in the hearts of those who see it, its beauty lives forever. 

(.I'KIN'TKD IN CANADA \-M)) 

by G. H. Lash 



HISTORICAL AND 
PHYSICAL FEATURES 
/*%.'HERE ARE THOSE who have been 
I ^j coming to Jasper each year since 1922 
^ ^ and count themselves pioneers. In a 
sense they are right. It was not until the 
Lodge was opened in the Spring of that 
year that the Park began to attain its 
present popularity although it had been set 
aside as a national playground in 1907 and 
a handful of people had lived there in the 
interval. 

Yet, a hundred years before these out­
riders of the Twentieth Century parade of 
tourists found Jasper, other men with other 
purposes moved along these valleys, scaled 
peaks, discovered passes and traced rivers 
to their sources in the lips of glaciers. 
Their moccasined feet and the unshod 
hoofs of Indian ponies fashioned trails in 
the stony earth of these mountains that 
fresher feet still follow or which have been 
used by engineers to plot the routes of 
highways along which motor cars move 
smoothly to many points within the Park. 

Traders and trappers; miners and monks; 
explorers and engineers; voyageurs and 
adventurers were in these processions of 
pioneers who wound their way southward 
around the base of La Montagne de la 
Grande Traverse (now Mount Edith Cavell) 
up the Athabaska and Whirlpool Rivers, 
across the Great Divide and down the 
Wood and Columbia Rivers to Oregon and 
the coast. Later ones turned westward 
through the Yellowhead Pass to the 
Eraser and Thompson Rivers to reach the 
Pacific at Vancouver. 

There were among them men whose 
names have enriched history. Thompson, 
Eranchere, Simpson, Douglas, Hector and 
de Smet are a few. Not least, by any 
means, is the mysterious little man from 
Missouri, born Jasper Hawes, who followed 
the fortunes of the Northwest Trading 
Company to a post in what is now Jasper 
and was destined to have his name 
bequeathed to the largest playground in 
the world. 

There are 4,200 square miles in Jasper 
National Park. All of this area which is 
slightly larger than Connecticut, is situated 

(Top) Cavernous pot holes of Mallftne Canyon. (Centre 
•lews) Mount Warren; Saskatchewan Glacier. 
Columhla Icefield. (Bottom) Mallgne Lake. 
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in the middle of the Canadian Rockies 
alone; the western slope of Alberta. 
It is served only by the Canadian 
Na t iona l Ra i lways whose air-
conditioned, modern trains make it 
easily accessible through Winnipeg 
and Edmonton in the east and 
Vancouver and Prince Rupert in the 
west. Within this vast territory there 
are only two centres of population. 
One is the Town of Jasper which 
contains Park Administration Head­
quarters, the Mounted Police Barracks 
and the homes of residents who are 
engaged largely in trade or the affairs 
of the railway. The other is Jasper 
Park Lodge, three miles by motor 
road from the Town. It is open 
from June to September and it forms 
the centre of the cultural, social and 
recreational life of the summer colony. 

The Town and Lodge are set down 
in the centre of a vast amphitheatre 
which is known as the Athabaska 
Valley. Fed by many streams finding 
birth in melting snows, the Atha­
baska River threads a winding course 
through the forests of this great bowl 
around which an almost complete 
circle of high mountain ranges has 
formed a protective bulwark. These 
peaks are as varied as they are 
numerous. Cutting into the eastern 
sky is the knife-like crest of the steel-
grey Colin Range whose drabness 
serves to accentuate the vividness of 

(Top) The monster Totem at Jasper 
Station, and the drive to t h e ' Lodge. 
(Centre) Lac Beauvert. (Below) Sunwapta 
Falls, a spectacular example of glacial 
erosion. 
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An avenue of charming Alpine lodges with 
landscaped foreground Jasper Park Lodge. 

Natural color photograph 
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Pyramid Mountain to the north­
west, a peak whose slopes are shot 
through with browns, maroons, 
purples, blues and reds. South­
east, beyond the round, bald pate 
of Signal Mountain, the rough 
bastion of Tekarra mopes in martial 
pique upon a world consecrated to 
peace. Trailing it are Hardisty 
and Kerkeslin, the latter looking 
like something transplanted from 
an Oriental print. Far up the 
valley towards the source of the 
Whirlpool River, F r y a t t and 
Christie put their silvered heads 
together like two old cronies 
swapping yarns. Southwest, the 
friendly slopes of The Whistlers 
edge in the valley and beyond 
them, almost due south, in regal 
isolation, rises the stately, match­
less form of Mount Edith Cavell. 

Of course there is much of Jasper 
beyond this Valley, indeed within 
the far reaches of the Valley itself. 
This is only what may be seen in 
panorama from the Town or the 
Lodge. The motor roads dis­
appear ing into the forests or 
winding up the mountain sides and 
the wandering trails that stretch 
their slender threads beyond the 
peaks, over the passes, across alp-
land meadows and along a thousand valleys within this great park, reveal its full 
beauty. 

No one man has yet seen all of Jasper. Pioneers visited this region in the Nine­
teenth Century; there are others to-day and it may well be that there will be others 
in the next. But none has been or shall be disappointed. Jasper never disappoints. 

(Top) Loft Motoring in the Park. Right Punch 
Bowl Falls. (Bottom) The Glacier of the Angel. 

5 



GOLF 

H MODERN SUMMER RESORT with­
out a golf course is about as 
rare as a girl without a lip­

stick. Jasper Park Lodge is definitely 
a modern summer resort. And it has 
a golf course. Not the ordinary 
hand-me-down, cut-to-pattern type 
but one that is rated among the truly 
great courses of the world by experts 
whose opinions are respected. 

The first tee rests invitingly just 
two hundred yards from the main 
building of the lodge. The eighteenth 
green spreads its emerald lap about 
one hundred feet from the first tee. 
In between stretch four of the 
grandest miles of tees, fairways and 
greens that any golfer has set eyes on. The fairways are gently undulating. And 
there isn't a puff on the layout; although the course is set down right in the heart of 
the Rockies amid scenery that makes it hard for players to keep their eye on the ball, 
there isn't an uphill drag worthy of the name over the whole route. 

There are a number of reasons why the Jasper Park Lodge Golf Course has won a 
high rating. Some of them may be stated briefly. It is a championship course in 
every sense of the term. No two holes have the same length. No two have the 
same character. There is a shot for every club in the bag and never a chance for a 
good player to ease up. There is no rough between the tee and the fairway; it is 
fairway from tee to green. The course is skillfully bunkered, the greens, in some 
instances, almost diabolically trapped, but because these hazards have been designed 
to penalize the low handicap player who is off line on his drives or short on his 
approaches, the average golfer who is in Seventh Heaven if he breaks a hundred, 

The Jasper Park Lodge Golf Course, rated among the 
Continent's hncst. Its unmatched pictorial setting, broad 
fairways and beautifully contoured greens, its traps, bunkers 
and water hazards, assure an interesting game. The 
Totem Pole Trophy is emblematic of the championship of 
Jasper Park Annual Golf Week, Sept. 3 to 9, 19J9. 
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can have a grand time at Jasper. The course is always in perfect condition. The 
Greenskeeper has been awarded the highest honor in its power to bestow by the 
P.G.A.—Life Membership in the Greenskeepers' Union—because of the unfailing 
excellence of his greens and fairways. 

There are three water holes. One is the tenth and the water there is filled with 
speckled trout who do their best to disturb a tee shot by leaping about in the pool. 
The second is the fourteenth, a tricky drive across an arm of Lac Beauvert. The 
third is the sixteenth where the green is trapped by an inlet of the same lake and 
except in rare instances is out of sight from where an approach shot is being played. 

There are other hazards, too, none of them was designed by the architect who 
mapped the course. At any moment a bear or two may saunter from the woods and 
meander across the fairway. A deer and fawn or even an elk, now and then, may 
block an approach shot to the green and the player who lands in the rough may have 
to shoo a porcupine up a tree before he can make a recovery. Occasionally, beaver 
prove an added distraction at the fourteenth and sixteenth water holes, and a Cow 
bird or Buffalo bird hopping nonchalantly across your line of drive may increase the 
difficulty of a drive from several tees, notably the seventh and eighth. But at 
least there will be some consolation in knowing that such hazards don't exist on 
any other golf course and that if you wait long enough they'll move away of their 
own accord. That 's more than can be said of a bunker. 

While every week at Jasper isagreat golf 
week, Totem Pole Week is the greatest 
of all. This is scheduled always for early 
September and it attracts one of the 
friendliest crowds of people to be found 
under one roof anywhere at any time. 
That week the Lodge is like a club and 
everyone has a grand time whether he 
plays or merely talks a good game. 
Principal event of the week is the 
championship flight for the Totem Pole 
Trophy, one of the most unique prizes 
offered for tournament play in the world. 
But that is only one of many events. 
For four of the seven days of the tourna­
ment every competitor, man or woman— 
and there is a wide selection of events for 
women—has a chance for a prize. In 
that particular also, golf at Jasper 
differs from golf elsewhere. 

Names and yardage of holes on 
Jasper Park Lodge course follow: 
No. 1 hirst 385 yds. Par 4 
No. 2 Old Man 475 yds. Par 5 
No. 3 Signal Dip 425 yds. Par 4 
No. 4 Cavell 245 yds. Par 3 
No. 5 Miette 450 yds. Par 4 
No. 6 Whistlers 410 yds. Par 4 
No. 7 Colin's Clout 185 yds. Par 3 
No. 8 Tekarra's Cut 430 yds. Par 4 
No. 9 Cleopatra 215 yds. Par 3 
No. 10 The Maze 495 yds. Par 5 
No. 11 Pyramid 395 yds. Par 4 
No. 12 Te t e j aune 175 yds. Par 3 
No. 13 Grande Allee 600 yds. Par 5 
No. 14 I.ac Beauvert 355 yds. Par 4 
No. 15 The Bad Baby 150 yds. Par 3 
No. 16 The Bay 360 yds. Par 4 
No. 17 The Climber 375 yds. Par 4 
No. 18 Home 455 yds. Par 4 

Total 6580 yds. Par 70 
(See page 26 for golf rates, etc.) 
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MOTORING 

BI'ART FROM THE COLUMBIA ICEFIELD 
HIGHWAY, which is presented in detail 
on pages 14 to 17, there are a number of 

attractive motor routes in Jasper National 
Park. These roads have an approximate 
mileage of 200 within the park proper and 
several extend beyond it. 

Deservedly popular is the drive to Mount 
Edith Cavell. Starting at the Lodge, this 
road rises several thousand feet in its length 
of twenty miles to the foot of the glacier 
which clings to the breast of the peak. Four 
rivers, the Athabaska, Miette, Astoria and 
Portal Creek are crossed during the trip. The 
views up the Whirlpool River Valley and both 
up and down the Athabaska Valley are 
particularly fine, the winding ascent of the 
road providing a number of magnificent 
panoramas. 

The drive to Punch Bowl Falls and Miette 
Hot Springs is another favorite. This high­
way hugs the Athabaska River most of the 
way down the valley, following a route that 
is important historically and which provides 
continuous views of large numbers of striking 
peaks. It offers, also, probably the best 
animal pictures to be had on any motor drive. 
Deer, moose, elk, bear, mountain sheep and 
goat, appear frequently along this road. 

An interesting drive from the Lodge is that 
known as "General Drive" through the town 
of Jasper to the foot of Pyramid Mountain; 
returning via Maligne Canyon, a wide, deep 
chasm into which the Maligne River drops 
almost out of sight. 
[Details of all motor drives are found on pages 27 and 29) 

Motoring in Jasper National Park discloses 
regions of impressive beauty. 8 



MOUNT EDITH CAVELL 
Xatural color photograph 

In serene majesty, Mount Edith Cavell 
lifts Its great snow crown Into the blue. 
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FISHING 

QISCATORIAL ENTHUSIASTS may be 
divided into two broad classes. The 
first is the angler; the second the 

fisherman. 
The angler is the par player of the 

waters. He talks, if not accurately, at 
least at length about the quality of his art. 
He measures the weight of his rods in 
ounces and carries them about in aluminum 
tubes. He spends endless time and money 
to collect a huge assortment of bits of hairs 
and feathers of various shapes, sizes and 
hues which he calls flies and nymphs. He 
lugs around a safety deposit box filled with 
an equally large selection of equipment 
oddments which are known as plugs and 
lures. He regards all those who are outside 
the mystic circle with pitying disdain and 
seeks assiduously to evangelize them to an 
appreciation of the culture of the craft. 

The fisherman is a person who just likes 
to catch fish and isn't fussy about how he 
does it. He is apt to commit the ultimate 
in sacrilege by calling his rod, a pole. His 
equipment probably will consist of a cheap 
rod, a ten cent line and hooks that cost a 
penny a dozen. His experience with 
nymphs is confined to a vague notion of a 
maiden slightly concealed in a diaphanous 
something and skipping about in the under­
growth in a fashion not always regarded as 
proper. He looks upon the angler with a 
sort of awe and eventually becomes one 
himself. 

All of this, strange as it may seem, leads 
up to Jasper and the fishing there. The 
plain truth is that if you can't catch fish in 
Jasper you would be advised to stop fishing. 
Probably nowhere in the world are fish so 
completely unversed in the science of 
dietetics as in Jasper. When they are 
hungry, and that seems to be the ease most 
of the time, they show an utter disregard of 
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whether the tidbit offered is a Silver 
Doctor or a piece of bacon rind. They 
have been known to try to swallow some 
threads from a cowboy's colored kerchief. 
Jasper is the one place where results can 
satisfy both the lords and the henchmen 
of angling. 

Except for a few lakes which contain 
pike, the waters of Jasper are cruising 
grounds for the aristocracy of all fresh 
water fish—trout. Without being too 
academic about it, it may be said that 
these trout are of three kinds; Eastern 
Brook, Rainbow and Dolly Varden. The 
Eastern Brook were imported from the 
East in 1928 and put in the Maligne 
Lake watershed. Rivers and lakes in 
this area provide more than forty miles of 
continuous fishing of which about one 
third is fast water. 

Rainbow trout abound in many waters 
but the most noted is the Tonquin 
Valley area with its chain of lakes and 
streams. These trout are plentiful, run 
big and provide perfect sport. 

Dolly Varden trout are found at their 
best in Jacques Lake, a lovely secluded 
tarn which can be reached in a day by a 
combined motor and saddle trip. Jasper 
is grand fishing country and there is no 
charge for a fishing license. 

Further detailed information on page 35. 
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Jasper's well stocked lakes and streams 
afford excellent fishing for Dolly Varden, 
Speckled and Rainbow Trout. Note these 
catches from Tonquin and Maligne waters. 



TRAIL RIDING 

COMPLETION OF THE COLUMBIA 
ICEFIELD MOTOR ROAD h a s 
made possible the extension 

of the old Skyline Trail into a seven 
day tr ip tha t for scenery, thrills and 
sheer beauty has no equal on this 
continent. 

The trail begins at Camp Parker 
about eight miles south of the 
Athabaska ('•lacier and then cuts 
through the wild, back country of 
the Rockies for ninety miles to the 
Lodge. Six days are spent in the 
saddle and there is a one day s top 
over at the Maligna Lake Chalet . 

Within the space allotted here it 
is not possible to do justice to the 
magnificence of this ride which 
covers a section of the Rockies few 
have been able to see up to now. 
Most of the route is at an elevation 
of some 6000 feet and several times 
the trail crosses the ridges of high 
passes a t an elevation of nearly 
0000 feet. 

Permanent camps have been 
established along the route at 
points approximately 15 miles apart 
so that no day ' s ride is too arduous 
and there is always a resting 
place and a meal ready at the end 
of each dav ' s trip. 
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Astride or afoot on the trails, through the 
passes and along the skyline, the mountains 
become more impressive, more intimate. 

Much of the trail lies above timber 
line, in wide alpine meadows where 
main varieties of flowers bloom in 
great profusion. Some of it follows 
valleys through which emerald s t reams 
ripple and into which glorious water­
falls, without number, tumble on every 
side from snow-crested peaks. In 
Nigel, Jonas and Poboktan Passes, the 
trail climbs slowly to the high crests 
which mark the dividing line between 
the southern and northern slopes and 
from these skylines vast panoramas 
are unfolded to the eye, sometimes 
with a suddenness that is startl ing. 
Other sections of the trip wind through 
still forests where the hush is broken 
only by the sound of a waterfall or the 
merry piping of a hermit thrush. 

Nor is it a trail with anything ant i-
climatic about it, because the final 
day ' s ride carries one across the knife­
like ridge of a shoulder of Mount 
Tekar ra from which it is possible to 
see nearly 100 miles in three directions 
and finally to the top of Signal 
Mountain at whose feet is spread the 
wide expanse of the lower Athabaska 
Valley and the encircling rampar t s 
that mark the eastern entrance to the 
Rockies. 

There are many short saddle trips 
which may be enjoyed in the vicinity 
of Jasper — each leading through 
terri tory differing in its a t t ract ions , 
both scenic and otherwise. 
Further detailed information on pages 30 a nd 31 
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