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T H E JASPER-COLUMBIA 
ICEFIELD 

Nothing can do justice to the thrilling 
magnificence of this region of the Canadian 
Rockies. Giving birth to three mighty 
rivers which find their way to three oceans, 
this vast area of ice and snow—an accumu­
lation of untold centuries, is viewed from 
the motor road at the foot of the Athabaska 
Glacier. Dazzling glaciers flow out of the 
ice cap atop Snow Dome and adjoining 
peaks set in a mighty alpine amphitheatre. 
The motor drive from Jasper is the only 
route by motor all the way to this 
spectacular region. Cover design is from 
natural color photograph. 



JASPER NATIONAL PARK 

FOREWORD 
y • 'EARS ago the country which is now Jasper National Park was 
S » ^ known as the Glittering Mountains. It is too bad the name ever 

was changed because within the spacious boundaries of this 
matchless Canadian playground there exists a shining, vibrant world of 
color, movement, sight and sound. 

Above the jagged rim of the universe, peak after peak lifts a high white 
plume in salute to the sky. From every point of the compass they raise 
their gallant heads far above the earth. There are uncounted numbers 
of them and many are unnamed. Between them stretch mile upon mile 
of alpine meadows in whose wind-blown grasses gay flowers paint the 
world in color borrowed from the rainbows. Endless green forests 
cushion their lower slopes and overflow the deep, verdant valleys to 
nurse along their new found routes young rivers which have found life 
in the tears of dying glaciers. Up in the alpland meadows, higher still 
upon lonesome rocky ledges and nestling among the forests of the valleys, 
like jewels scattered by a careless hand, countless lakes flash back 
through facets cut from emerald, sapphire, amethyst and jade, a jaunty 
retort to the sun. From crag and peak, through forest and valley, 
waterfalls leap in a sheen of silver and a burst: of diamond spray. 

Jasper is a sparkling world. No pen can picture it, no brush can catch 
its colors. But in the hearts of those who see it, its beauty lives forever. 

(.I'KIN'TKD IN CANADA \-M)) 

by G. H. Lash 



HISTORICAL AND 
PHYSICAL FEATURES 
/*%.'HERE ARE THOSE who have been 
I ^j coming to Jasper each year since 1922 
^ ^ and count themselves pioneers. In a 
sense they are right. It was not until the 
Lodge was opened in the Spring of that 
year that the Park began to attain its 
present popularity although it had been set 
aside as a national playground in 1907 and 
a handful of people had lived there in the 
interval. 

Yet, a hundred years before these out­
riders of the Twentieth Century parade of 
tourists found Jasper, other men with other 
purposes moved along these valleys, scaled 
peaks, discovered passes and traced rivers 
to their sources in the lips of glaciers. 
Their moccasined feet and the unshod 
hoofs of Indian ponies fashioned trails in 
the stony earth of these mountains that 
fresher feet still follow or which have been 
used by engineers to plot the routes of 
highways along which motor cars move 
smoothly to many points within the Park. 

Traders and trappers; miners and monks; 
explorers and engineers; voyageurs and 
adventurers were in these processions of 
pioneers who wound their way southward 
around the base of La Montagne de la 
Grande Traverse (now Mount Edith Cavell) 
up the Athabaska and Whirlpool Rivers, 
across the Great Divide and down the 
Wood and Columbia Rivers to Oregon and 
the coast. Later ones turned westward 
through the Yellowhead Pass to the 
Eraser and Thompson Rivers to reach the 
Pacific at Vancouver. 

There were among them men whose 
names have enriched history. Thompson, 
Eranchere, Simpson, Douglas, Hector and 
de Smet are a few. Not least, by any 
means, is the mysterious little man from 
Missouri, born Jasper Hawes, who followed 
the fortunes of the Northwest Trading 
Company to a post in what is now Jasper 
and was destined to have his name 
bequeathed to the largest playground in 
the world. 

There are 4,200 square miles in Jasper 
National Park. All of this area which is 
slightly larger than Connecticut, is situated 

(Top) Cavernous pot holes of Mallftne Canyon. (Centre 
•lews) Mount Warren; Saskatchewan Glacier. 
Columhla Icefield. (Bottom) Mallgne Lake. 
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