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Canada has a very extensive system of national parks, aggregating 
a total area of nearly 10,000 square miles. This great area—larger 
.than the principality of Wales, nearly twice the size of the county of 
York and one-third the extent of Scotland—comprising fourteen 
reservations and some of the most remarkable scenic regions in the 
iDominion, has been set aside by the federal government for the "per­
petual use, benefit, and enjoyment of the people." I t constitutes an 
important recognition on the part of the government of the great 
principle which is coming each year to be more and more widely recog­
nised, not only on the North American continent but throughout the 
civilised world—the principle of the right to national ownership of 
natural scenery of unique attraction. These great reservations form 
too, in Canada, an interesting expression of the developing sense of 
national consciousness and are an evidence of her instinctive but 
growing "love of the land". 

, ' The largest of these national reservations—Jasper national park 
in the northern Rockies—covers 4,400 square miles or an area approxi­
mately equal to that of the counties of Surrey, Suffolk, Middlesex, 
Gloucester, and Warwickshire combined. The use of the term " p a r k " 
in connexion with such vast territory must seem incongruous to anyone 
familiar only with the parks of older countries, where the word usually 
denotes a reserve of formal and ordered beauty limited in extent. 
On the North American continent, however, the term "National 
.Park," inadequate though it is felt to be, has come to have a special 
,and clearly recognised significance; this in spite of the fact that it is 
'tised to cover several kinds of reservations. In its broadest meaning 
a national park is a public reservation of land which for one reason 
of another is of common national interest. Such reserves vary in 
jCanada from great regions, characterised by outstanding scenic beauty 
:6f unique phenomena of nature, to small areas preserving sites memor­
able in national history or bearing remains of aboriginal occupation. 

Origin of Movement.—The national parks movement had its 
Origin on this continent and may be said to be a logical development 
of the general movement for the conservation of natural resources. 
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In adding up the national assets it became clear that exceptional scenery 
must be taken into account, not only because it has the power of en­
riching and increasing the life of the people, but also because it can be 
made to augment the economic wealth of the country. It was clear, 
too, that this form of wealth was as much in need of protection as 
many other resources; that the earth and the riches thereof could be 
thoughtlessly squandered quite as readily in the case of natural 
beauty as in the case of timber or minerals or other resources of the 

land. 
With the advance of commercialism and the increasing power of 

wealth there has been, it is only too true, in all lands, ruthless destruction 
of priceless beauty or alienation of scenic glories from the enjoyment 
of the people. 

"This first day of M a y , " wrote Ruskin, from Switzerland, in 1869, 
" I am writing where my work was begun 35 years ago, within sight 
of the snows of the higher Alps. In that half of the permitted life of 
man I have seen strange evil brought upon every scene that I best 
loved, or tried to make beloved by others. The light which once 
flushed these pale summits with its rose at dawn, and purple at sunset, 
is now ambered and faint; the air which once inlaid the clefts of all 
their golden crags with azure is now defiled with languid coils of smoke, 
belched from worse than volcanic fires; their very glacier waves are 
ebbing and their snows fading, as if Hell had breathed upon them.'" 

All these considerations gave grounds for alarm and suggested the 
necessity for taking steps towards the formation of a policy of con­
servation. 

The special form that the movement has taken in Canada is due 
to the Canadian spirit, a spirit as yet perhaps only dimly recognised 
by Canadians themselves. It is a spirit vague and inarticulate 
but reaching out in such efforts as the national parks movement for 
clearer expression. To understand it one must remember that love of 
country in Canada is not based, as in older lands, upon the settled peace 
of the country-side with its quiet beauty of copse and garden and farm. 
It is a love born in the breasts of those adventurous spirits who came 
first and conquered the wilderness—a love of the primitive, the un­
tamed, and the wild. In their struggles to make a home in this new 
country the forefathers of present-day Canadians had to conquer the 
wilderness and they came at length not only to lose their fear of the 
wilderness but to love it with a deep though usually unsuspected 
passion that has been transmitted to their sons. The swift onrush of 
settlement in the last half century has been pushing the wilderness 
farther and farther back, changing the face of primitive nature, sweeping 
out of sight much of the virginal beauty that once characterised the 
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whole land. The great forests, the untainted rivers, the rich heritage 
of wild life of all kinds—these tend everywhere to disappear. To pre­
serve out of its vast area, for the generations to come, a certain share 
of primitive nature is the meaning of the national parks movement. 
These great reservations exist to preserve examples of the original 
Canada, the Canada that existed for hundreds of years before man be-
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