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CANADA'S NATIONAL PARKS

J. B. HarxkiN
Commissioner of Canadian National Parks

Canada has a very extensive system of national parks, aggregating
a total drea of nearly 10,000 square miles. This great area-—Ilarger
‘than the principality of Wales, nearly twice the size of the county of

f"York and one-third the extent of Scotland—comprising fourteen
reservations and some of the most remarkable scenic regions in the
“Dominion, has been set aside by the federal government for the “per-

etual use, benefit, and enjoyment of the people.” It constitutes an
‘important recognition on the part of the government of the great

“principle which is coming each year to be more and more widely recog-

ised, not only on the North American continent but throughout the
vilised world—the principle of the right to national ownership of

‘natural scenery of unique attraction. These great reservations form

too, in Canada, an interesting expression of the developing sense of
“national consciousness and are an evidence of her instinctive but

“growing ‘‘love of the land”".

The largest of these national reservations—Jasper national park
in the northern Rockies—covers 4,400 square miles or an area approxi-
‘mately equal to that of the counties of Surrey, Suffolk, Middlesex,
‘Gloucester, and Warwickshire combined. The use of the term “park"
iin connexion with such vast territory must seem incongruous to anyone
familiar only with the parks of older countries, where the word usually
denotes a reserve of formal and ordered beauty limited in extent,
On the North American continent, however, the term ‘ National
;Park," inadequate though it is felt to be, has come to have a special
.and clearly recognised significance; this in spite of the fact that it is
‘used to cover several kinds of reservations. In its broadest meaning
national park is a public reservation of land which for one reason
‘or ‘another {s of common national interest. - Such reserves vary in
‘Canada from great regions, characterised by outstanding scenic beauty
;}r‘ unique phenomena of nature, to small areas preserving sites memor-
;ﬁé.‘ble in national history or bearing remains of aboriginal occupation.

O ©"Origin of Movement.—The national parks movement had its
;Orlgin on this continent and may be said to be a logical development
of ‘the general movement for the conservation of natural resources.
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