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Walls, Fabric 

This article refers to the structural members of the wall 

proper. 

Walls, Facing 

This article deals with all wall surface treatments from 

plaster and paint to clap-board or brick veneer. 

Wall Opening, Location and Function 

Under this heading indicate where the opening is located and 

whether it is a doorway, a window, a vent, a drain, gun 

embrasure or whatever. The individual structural elements of 

the opening are listed as separate articles as follows: 

Wall Opening Sill 

Wall Opening, Jamb 

Wall Opening, Frame 

bye 11 yO pe n i nq , ihe ad 

Wall Opening, Architrave 

Wall Opening, Closure 

For each of the above articles list materials,, method of 

construction, dimensions, formal attributes and interpretation. 

In the case of closures, include windows, doors, storm doors, 

gates, hatches, shutters, etc. 



101 

Floor, Location 

In a structure with more than one type of floor construction, 

indicate which floor is being referred to under this particular 

heading. Structural elements of floors follow as separate 

articles. 

Floor, Sub-floor and Support 

Floor, Wearing Surface 

Floor, Drains 

Paving can be considered a type of flooring 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Location and Function 

Include fireplaces, ovens, stoves, forges, etc. and indicate 

where in the structure the particular device is located. 

Chimney flues are treated as a separate structural element 

below. 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Foundations 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Hearth 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Jambs 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Firebox 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Lintel 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Architrave 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Mantle and Over-Mantle 



102 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Hood 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Flue 

Cooking and Heating Devices, Cap 

For each of the above elements record materials, method 

of construction, dimensions and formal attributes. 

Roof, Location 

Indicate which roof is being described. In the majority of 

cases the only archaeological evidence related to roofs is the 

remains of the various materials used in any of the following 

structural elements. 

Roof, Structural Frame 

Roof, Roofing 

Roof, Trims 

Roof, Flashing 

Roof Dormer 

Stairs and Steps, Location 

Indicate the location of this feature and if it is leading up to 

an upper floor of the structure or down to a cellar. In other 

words, indicate the direction of the stairs relative to ground 

level. Structural elements are listed separately as follows: 

Stairs and Steps, Tread 

Stairs and Steps, Riser 
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Stairs and Steps, Stringer 

Stairs and Steps, Rail 

Built-in Furniture, Location and Function 

For those features such as storage bins, shelves, racks, ash 

pits, sinks, etc., which are part of the structure, indicate 

where and what they are. 

Built-in .Furniture, Attributes 

It is impossible to anticipate all structural elements for all 

features which might occur under this heading, so a physical 

description of these elements is to be lumped under this single 

art icle. 

Collections 

Under this article, record how much of the structure has been 

excavated, the size of the artifact sample, the character of 

the artifact sample and any other observations which shed light 

on the potential value of the collection of artifacts from the 

structure. 

13.5 Application 

At the conclusion of the excavation of a structure or activity 

area, a set of structure/area summary forms are to be filled 

out. Each article on the agenda should be described. Some 

articles will need to be listed and described more than once. 

For example, for each occurrence of a unique wall structure in 

a building, the sequence of wall structural elements must be 

included. Each structural element covered in the form should 
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be keyed to the as-found drawing with a number. For example, 

doorway number one, should be marked with a 1 (one) on the map 

and doorway number two with a 2 (two), etc. If notes in the 

note books are kept and indexed by agenda terms, it will not be 

necessary to refer to the note books on the form. References 

in support of interpretations should be recorded in the 

"Comments" column. 

A line should be drawn across the form just below the 

entries for each article. 

When a set of forms is completed for a structure or 

activity area, send the top copy to data entry, so that the 

records will appear in the information system, and retain the 

bottom copy for security and use in the field. 

13.6 Summary 

The consequences of the type of recording outlined above will 

be that the various structural elements of a building as 

outlined in the agenda will be "catalogued" individually in 

much the same way that artifacts or stratigraphie elements are 

catalogued. The approach will almost certainly require 

refinements and with the co-operation of the field staff, the 

integration of the structural or feature information with the 

stratigraphie and artifact information will be accomplished in 

the most effective manner. 




