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National Parks 

GENERAL 

The past year was one of continued progress in the National Parks of 
Canada. Each year it becomes increasingly evident that a new pride and interest 
is awakening in these great national possessions on the part of the Canadian 
people. The travel drawn from Canadian sources in the case of every one of the 
parks was heavier than ever before and registrations showed that it represented 
every province of the Dominion. Foreign travel was also greater and included 
representatives from over twenty countries. In spite of the fact that the early 
part of the season was unfavourable for motoring on account of continuous rain, 
motor travel surpassed that of the previous season which had been regarded as 
exceptionally large. 

The total number of visitors to all parks was 488,600. The heaviest traffic 
was naturally recorded in the three-park unit formed by the Banff, Kootenay 
and Yoho national parks. The two first of these parks are traversed by both 
railway and motor highway. Although Kootenay park can be reached from 
Firlands on the Golden-Cranbrook branch of the Canadian Pacific railway 
ninety per cent of the travel is by motor. The total motor traffic through 
these three gateways was as follows:— 

Kananaskis Gateway, 
Banff National Park— 

Canadian cars entering 32,982 Passengers 115,154 
United States cars entering 2,015 Passengers 5,724 

34,997 120,878 
Radium-Hot Springs Gateway, 

Kootenay National Park— 
Canadian cars entering 7,853 Passengers 25,864 
United States cars entering 2,719 Passengers 7,414 

10,572 33,278 
Leanchoil Gateway, 

Yoho National Park— 
Canadian ears entering 2,029 Passengers 7,290 
United States cars entering 351 Passengers : 1,032 

2,380 8,322 

Total Canadian cars 42,864 Passengers 148,308 
Total United States cars 5,085 Passengers 14,170 

Total cars entering 47,949 Total passengers 162,478 

In addition to the above many thousands of tourists arrived by rail. There 
is, however, as yet no way of recording this travel accurately as hotel registra
tions undoubtedly include a considerable proportion of motor visitors. 

The motor campsites in these parks were crowded throughout the sea
son. The road to the Tunnel Mountain campsite, Banff, was reconstructed so as 
to afford easier grades and this camp, which is one of the best equipped in 
Western Canada, proved very popular. 
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100 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

The Banff-Windermere highway was opened for the season on May 17. 
Usually this road is closed early in November toy winter snows. Last year, how
ever, there was little snow during the autumn months and by ploughing small 
sections through the two passes the road was kept open until December 27, 
establishing a record season so far as length is concerned. In Yoho park travel 
was so heavy that it was found necessary to establish an additional equipped 
motor campsite about one mile west of Field near the Kicking Horse river, mak
ing three equipped camps now established in this park. Cars totalling 2,460 and 
carrying 8,861 persons registered at the three camps. A large percentage of travel 
to this park was drawn from the east, probably due to the fact that on the west 
no continuous motor highway yet connects the park with the coast. With the 
building of the proposed Big Bend road through connections will be established 
between Golden and Vancouver and heavy travel may then toe expected from 
British Columbia and the Pacific Coast states. 

Jasper park, as yet inaccessible by motor highway, had an exceptionally 
good season with 12,000 visitors. The Canadian National Railways again 
found it necessary to enlarge Jasper Park Lodge by the addition of a number 
of new bungalows and service buildings, at a total cost of Slll,0OO. 

Visitors to Waterton Lakes park numbered 26,002, nearly 12,000 more than 
during the previous year. These figures are particularly gratifying in view of the 
bad condition of connecting roads during the early part of the season and indi
cate the increasing popularity of this reservation. The Prince of Wales hotel, 
operated by the Great Northern Railway Company at Waterton lake, was 
open for the first time throughout the entire season and accommodated 5,784 
visitors. Through bus service between Many Glaciers in Glacier national park, 
Montana, and Waterton as well as a regular boat daily between the two parks 
enabled an interchange of travel that was mutually beneficial. The recent 
improvements to the park roads and the townsite have added greatly to the 
appearance of this park. 

Buffalo and Elk Island parks each showed a large increase in travel with 
18,454 visitors to the first and 18,968 to the second. Both of these animal parks 
have attractive lakes with good bathing beaches which make them interesting 
objectives for parties motoring from the Prairies, and the number of people 
who make use of them in this way is increasing each year. 

Point Pelee park in southern Ontario also had an unusually successful year, 
12,525 cars carrying 50,100 persons entered the park. A large percentage of 
these were from United States points, indicating that this park is proving 
increasingly attractive to the people of the large cities, Detroit and Cleveland, 
and other places bordering the Great Lakes. 

Sixteen thousand persons visited the Fort Anne park at Annapolis Royal; 
15,050 went to Vidals Point recreational area in Saskatchewan, and 8,850 to 
Mount Revelstoke park in British Columbia. 

One of the important events of the year was the opening of the new Prince 
Albert park north of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. During the previous fall 
and early summer construction had been carried on at top speed on the road 
from the park gate to Waskesiu lake, the site of the park headquarters and 
its most popular resort. By August 1 this road was in fairly good condition 
and the province had also brought up to motoring requirements the old pro
vincial road from Prince Albert north to the boundary. It was, therefore, 
decided to throw open the park to the public on the 10th of August. An 
interesting program of addresses and sports was arranged in connection with 
the event. The Right Honourable ~W. L. .Mackenzie King, Premier of Canada, 
came from Ottawa to perform the opening ceremony and publicly dedicated 
the new park to the use and enjoyment of the people of Canada. The Prime 
Minister's fine address concluded with the following significant words:— 


