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KEPORT OF T H E COMMISSIONER OF DOMINION PARKS. • 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF DOMINION PARKS, 

EDMONTON, ALBERTA, April 1, 1911. 

The Honourable FRANK OLIVER, 

Minister of the Interior, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

SiRy—I have the honour to submit herewith my third annual report as Commis
sioner of Dominion Parks for the year ending March 31, 1911. 

For convenience I have arranged the report under the following heads:— 

1. Report of the Commissioner of Dominion Parks. 
2. Report of the Superintendent of the Rocky Mountains Park. 
2A. Report of the Curator of the Banff Museum. 
2B. Analysis of Nationalities of visitors to Banff Springs and Hotels. 
3. Report of the Superintendent of Yoho and Glacier Parks. 
4. Report of the Superintendent of Jasper Park. 
5. Report of the Superintendent of Buffalo Park. 
6. Report of the Superintendent of Elk Island Park. 
7. 'Report of the Superintendent of Waterton Lakes Park. 

In presenting my report for the year ending March 31, 1911, I have attached 
reports from the superintendents of the different parks in control of this branch of 
the Department of the Interior. These reports give in detail an account of the 
work carried on in, and the operation of the parks under their charge. 

In the month of June, 1910, the office of the Commissioner of Dominion Parks 
was moved from Banff to Edmonton in order that the commissioner might be in 
closer touch with the organization of the new park in the Jasper Pass, and the 
Buffalo and Elk Island parks. I had, up to that time, been acting as superintendent 
of the Rocky mountains park at Banff, and my removal to Edmonton necessitated 
the appointment of a new superintendent for the Rocky Mountains Park. Accord
ingly, Mr. A, B. Macdonald was appointed to the position, and took charge in June, 
1910. 

I had previously arranged an outline of the work to be done in the Rocky moun
tains park during the year, so, as will be seen by his report, a large part of his) 
duties outside of the routine work of the superintendent's office, was the completion 
of the work already arranged for. 

REVENUE OF PARK. 

It will be noticed that the revenue of the Rocky Mountains Park continues to 
snow a steady and satisfactory increase over that of former years. For the year 
Inst ended the revenue of the park from all sources was fully 35 per cent over that 

the previous year, and almost equalled the amount voted by parliament for the 
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maintenance of that park. The revenue is derived from baths, sulphur water rat 
ground rents, coal royalties, timber dues, livery and other licenses and permits' i 
a few other minor sources, and it is pleasing to note that every department shows 
increase. 

GAME AND FIBE PROTECTION. 

Since the inauguration, in 1909, of a system of game and fire protection, by 
appointment of permanent game and fire wardens, whose duty it is to patrol the pari 
the game in the park has greatly increased and the animals are coming closer to tH 
village of Banff and the paths of the tourists, and are less timid. As a matter.< 
fact it is no uncommon occurrence to see deer on the lawn3 of the residences of Bait) 
A band of eighteen mountain sheep wintered last year within one half mile of ft 
Canadian Pacific railway station at Banff. This has been largely due to 
exclusion of dogs from the park and the enforcement of the regulation prohibit! 
the carrying of any, but sealed, fire-arms within the confines of the park. The fi 
that these game wardens are constantly patrolling the park has resulted in the almbsl 
total abolition of the poaching, and only one or two instances of this were brougfi 
to the attention of the park superintendent during the year. A conviction wsf 
secured in one case, and a heavy penalty imposed, which will have the effect of pi 
venting a recurrence of the offence. 

In my opinion a strict enforcement of the regulations will result iu a very rapt 
increase in the numbers of game, and thus an additional attraction will be furnish 
for tourists visiting this favourite resort. 

There is no doubt that the patrolling daily of the park by the fire guardians, ani 
the enforcement of the regulations regarding camping parties, has been large) 
responsible for the small amount of damage by fire reported, and is sufficient pro< 
of the wisdom of having permanent men on the ground. In many cases, when of 
on patrol, they have been able to discover and extinguish small fires before they ha) 
made much headway, and have thus been enabled to preserve much of the naturi 
beauty of the park. These small fires were, in most cases, caused by the thought| 
lessness of smokers, but in such an extended area, where there are so many such 
persons, it is almost impossible to fix the responsibility in every case. j l 

The above remarks will also apply to the Yoho and Glacier parks, where the coil] 
ditions are almost similar. These parks are, year by year, becoming more favourire 
resorts for tourists as their natural beauty and charm become better known. Tl 
revenue from these parks also shows a very satisfactory increase. 

PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS. 

As will be seen by the reports of the superintendents of these parks, a more th{2J 
usual amount of work was done during the year in the parks along the main line-5o| 
the Canadian Pacific railway. _ Perhaps the most important work was the compl6| 
tion of that part of the coach road within the Rocky Mountains Park connecting 
Banff with the city of Calgary. Three new bridges were built on this road, which 
is now in a passable condition. I t is understood that the Alberta government 
intends, during the summer, to expend a considerable amount of money on the roatj 
east of the park, so as to make it possible to travel by automobile from Calgary tj 
Banff.. This should attract a greatly increased number of visitors from that city.| 

I t is also intended to extend this year the coach road to Castle mountain and 
Laggan, an appropriation for which has been made by parliament. This road wuj 
greatly increase the efficiency of the 'fire patrol system. Running as it does along 
the north of and parallel to the main line of the Canadian Pacific railway, M 
furnishes a fire-break on that side of the railway; and with the Bow river on thj 



v DOMINION PARKS 5 

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 25 

south side, the railway will be practically fire-guarded on both sides through the-
park. From Castle mountain the road can be extended some eight or nine miles to> 
the limits of the park at Vermilion Pass, to connect with the road now under 
construction by the British Columbia government, from that pass, through the Winder
mere valley, to Fort Steele and Cranbrook. Tourists to the Rocky Mountains Park 
would thus have easy access to the beautiful Columbia valley, which would provide 
an additional attraction for them. 

In the Yoho Park, as will be seen by the report of Mr. Hunter, a considerable 
amount of work was done in the townsite of Field in opening up and grading new 
streets and in moving a number of buildings erected by squatters on the streets 
before this area was taken into the park limits. The townsite lots were placed on 
the market during the year, and a considerable number of them have been leased 
for a term of forty-two years, under the usual parks regulations. • In future a con
siderable revenue will be derived from this park. 

In addition to this about four miles of entirely new road was constructed, 
including the extension of the road up the valley of the Yoho river to the beautiful 
Takakkaw falls, which excite the wonder of every visitor, and will prove one of the 
great future attractions of the park. In addition there was built a new road about 
one mile in length from the Emerald lake road to the natural bridge over the Kicking 
Horse, giving access to a very beautiful piece of scenery. 

A considerable amount of work on the trails in Glacier Park was done during 
the year, as shown by the report of the superintendent, and a number of new trails 
were opened to different beauty spots in the park. 

One of the heaviest items of expenditure on work of road building during the 
coming season will be the construction and extension of the coach road from Banff 
to Laggan. It is hoped that from fifteen to twenty miles of entirely new road will 
be completed this year. This will be the chief. feature of the work in the Rocky 
Mountains Park during the year, the other work being merely some small road and 
trail connections in the vicinity of Banff. We have also called for tenders for the 
construction of over fifty miles of trail in the vicinity of Banff, which will not only 
be a great convenience to tourists, but will be of immense value in perfecting the 
patrol system of the park in permitting the fire and game guardians to reach the 
outlying portions more quickly and easily. 

ANIMALS IN CONFINEMENT. 

The report of the superintendent of the Rocky Mountains Park shows that the 
animals in confinement in the paddocks and at the museum have done unusually well, 
and the collection has been increased, not only by natural increase, but by the addi
tion of new specimens. 

This feature of the attractions at the park is one of the most popular ones. 
This' is evidenced by the large number of people who visit the paddocks and the 
museum, and spend hours at a time watching and studying the habits and actions 
of the different animals. 

INCREASED NUMBER OF VISITORS. 

During the year 63,494 visitors registered at the hotels and summer cottages in 
Banff, an increase of 7,042 over the previous year, and more than double the number 
registered in the year 1907. These represented, so far as ascertained, twenty-six 
different nationalities. 

I have before me the annual report of the superintendent of the Yellowstone 
Park in the United States for 1910, which gives the total number of visitors to that 


