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DOMINION PARKS

No. 1.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF DOMINION PARKS. .

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF DOMINION PARKS,
EpMonNTOoN, ALBERTA, April 1, 1911,
= s

The Honourable FrANK OLIVER,
Minister of the Interior,
Ottawa, Ont.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit herewith my third annual report as Commis-
smner of Dominion Parks for the year ending March 31, 1911.
For convenience I have arranged the report under the followms: heads :—

1. Report of the Commissioner of Dominion Parks.

‘9. Report of the Superintendent of the Rocky Mountains Park.

9A. Report of the Curator of the Banffi Museum.

9B. Analysis of Nationalities of visitors to Banff Springs and Hotels,
"8, Report of the Superintendent of Yoho and Glacier Parks.

4, Report of the Superintendent of Jasper Park.

‘5. Report of the Superintendent of Buffalo Park.

6. Report of the Superintendent of Elk Island Park.

7. Report of the Superintendent of Waterton Lakes Park.

“In presenting my report for the year ending Msarch 31, 1911, T have attached
reports from the superintendents of the different parks in control of this branch of
the Department of the Interior. These reports give in detail an account of the
‘work carried on in, and the operation of the parks under their charge.

In the month of June, 1910, the office of the Commissioner of Dominion Parks
was moved from Banff to Edmonton in order that the commissioner might be in
closer touch with the organization of the new park in the Jasper Pass, and the
Buffalo and Elk Island parks. I had, up to that time, been acting as superintendent
of the Rocky mountains park at Banff, and my removal to Edmonton necessitated
the appointment of a new superintendent for the Rocky Mountains Park. Accord-
ingly, Mr. A. B. Macdonald was appointed to the position, and took charge in June,
910,

T had previously arranged an outline of the work to be done in the Rocky moun-
lains park during the year, so, as will be seen by his report, a large part of his)
duties outside of the routine work of the superintendent’s office, was the completion
-of the work already arranged for.

REVENUE OF PARK.,

It will be noticed that the revenue of the Rocky Mountains Park continues to
'Show 4 steady and satisfactory increase over that of former years. For the year
just ended the revenue of the park from all sources was fully 35 per cent over that
of the previous year, and almost equalled the amount voted by parliament for the
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maintenance of that park, The revenue is derived from baths, sulphur water I
ground rents, coal royaltxes, txmber dues, lwery and other licenses and Permits; 4i

increase.

GAME AND FIRE PROTECTION.

Since the mauguratxon, in 1909, of a system of game and fire protection, by 53
appomtment of permanent game and fire wardens, whose duty it is to patro] the paf'
the game in the park has greatly increased and the animals are coming closer tq th

- village of Banff and the paths of the tourists, and are less timid. As a mattep
fact it is no uncommon occurrence to see deer on the lawns of the residences of Bgy
A band of eighteen mountain sheep wintered last year within one half milg of th
Canadian Pacific railway station at Banff. This has been largely due to
exclusion of dogs from the park and the enforcement of the regulation prohibitiy
the carrying of any, but sealed, fire-arms within the confines of the park. The fa
that these game wardens are constantly patrolling the park has resulted in the alm,
total abolition of the poaching, and only one or two instances of this were brough
to the attention of the park superintendent during the year. A conviction
secured in one case, and a heavy penalty imposed, which will have the effect of I
venting a recurrence of the offence. “

responsible for the small amount of damage by fire reported, and is sufficient pr0'
of the wisdom of having permanent men on the ground In many cases, when og

lessness of smokers, but in such an extended area, where there are so many sue 1

persons, it is almost impossible to fix the responsibility in every case. &
The above remarks will also apply to the Yoho and Glacier parks, where the con

ditions are almost similar, These parks are, year by year, becoming more favoun,‘

resorts for tourists as their natural beauty and charm become better known. The
revenue from these parks also shows a very satisfactory increase.

PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.

As will be seen hy the reports of the supermtendents of these parks, a more thatl
usual amount of work was done during the yeaf in the parks along the main lmeﬁz
the OCanadian' Pacific railway. Perhaps the most important work was the comple
tion of that part of the coach road within the Rocky Mountains Park connectmé
Banff with the city of Calgary. Three new bridges were built on this road, whldl
is now in a passable condition. It is understood that the Alberta govel‘nmen
intends, during the summer, to expend a considerable amount of money on the roa&
east-of the park, so as to make it possible to travel by automobile from GalgaI‘Y'g
Banff.. This should attract a greatly increased number of visitors from that city.

It is also intended to extend this year the coach road to Castle mountain and
Laggan, an appropriation for which has been made by parliament. This road wyr
greatly increase the efficiency of the fire patrol system. Running as it does alo
the north of and parallel to the main line of the Canadian Pacific railway, i -.:
furnishes a fire-break on that side of the railway; and with the Bow river on t&







