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How to Use This Book 
Read it from the beginning. If you haven't the time immediately, 
look at the illustrations and turn to the map at the back to find 
the numbers of the stops along the route you are travelling. Then 
turn to the roadlogs (starting on page 71) and follow each stop 
carefully, for you will find that the beauty of the scene is 
increased for the traveller who knows something of what he is 
looking at and how it originated. 

The first part of this guidebook describes in some detail the 
general aspects of the geology of Yoho National Park . . . 
where it is, how the mountains there originated, what the rocks 
of the region are and where they came from, and the different 
shapes of mountains related to the structures of the rocks 
composing them. This general background is followed by detailed 
descriptions of selected localities of special geological interest. The 
last part comprises a scries of notes on what is to be seen at 
each of the lookouts and roadside stops along the main travel 
routes, with an index map to show where they are. 

Most of the words used in a technical sense or which have an 
unusual meaning arc explained carefully where they are first 
used. But if you don't immediately find the meaning of a word 
look in the index, for many of the unusual ones arc listed there 
along with all localities and subjects. 
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Cover Photo-

The great mass of Mount Stephen is made entirely of 
Cambrian rocks. The whole uppermost part of the 
mountain from the peak down through the conspicu
ous dark band to approximately the top of the slightly 
darker cliffs belongs to the Eldon Formation (dolo
mite and limestone). Below this lies the Cathedral 
Formation; you may note that it is broken by a major 
fault that passes diagonally up the mountain face just 
to the left of the triangular-shaped area with the dark 
woods and the white gash of a rock-slide in it. 
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YOHO NATIONAL PARK is 507 square miles of magni
ficent scenery on the west slope of the Canadian Rockies. 
The surface of the land presents an extremely rough and 
varied scenic picture. Mountains of many different shapes 
and sizes stand high above deeply incised valleys. The moun
tains are sculptured from great up-arched or up-bowed masses 
of rock which formed from sediments laid down in the seas 
that covered the area some 500 million years ago, in a 
period of time which the geologist refers to as 'the Cambrian'. 
In some places the rocks are lying flat, even in the highest 
mountains; in others they are standing on edge. Deep etching 
of this irregular mass has resulted in a great array of moun
tain types—from those with sharp jagged peaks to those 
resembling castles or layer cakes. The sides of the mountains, 
extending as they do through thousands of feet vertically, 
expose many varieties of sedimentary rocks. And some of 
these contain beautifully preserved fossils, the remains of 
living things of long ago. 
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