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The National Parks of Canada 

C ANADA'S NATIONAL PARKS are areas 
of outstanding beauty and interest that 

have been set apart by the Federal Govern­
ment for public use. They were established 
to maintain the primitive beauty of the land­
scape, to conserve the native wildlife of the 
country, and to preserve sites of national his­
toric interest. As recreational areas they pro­
vide ideal surroundings for the enjoyment of 
outdoor life, and now rank among Canada's 
outstanding tourist attractions. 

Canada's National Park system was estab­
lished in 1885, when a small area surrounding 
mineral hot springs at Banff in the Rocky 
Mountains was reserved as a public posses­
sion. From this beginning lias been developed 
the great chain of national playgrounds now 
stretching across Canada from the Selkirk 
Mountains in British Columbia to the Atlantic 
Coast of Nova Scotia. 

The National Parks of Canada may, for 
purposes of description, be grouped in three 
main divisions—the scenic and recreational 
parks in the mountains of Western Canada; 
the scenic, recreational, and wild animal parks 
of the Prairie Provinces; and the scenic, rec­
reational, and historic parks of Eastern Can­
ada. In these pages will be found descriptions 
of the national parks in the first group—areas 
which lie within the great mountain regions 
of Alberta and British Columbia. 

In view of the limited space available in a 
publication of this kind, the information pro­
vided is necessarily of a general nature. Addi­
tional information, however, concerning these 
parks is available in folder form, and may be 
obtained on application from the Park Super­
intendents, or from the Canadian Government 
Travel Bureau, Ottawa, Canada. 
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