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Searchlight Emplacement below Lower Battery. 

Welcome to Fort Rodd Hill. The park is dedicated to the 
preservation and interpretation of two interesting aspects 
of Canadian history. An active military establishment for 
60 years following the mounting of the guns in 1896, Fort 
Rodd Hill provided a commanding site for three coast ar­
tillery gun batteries. These were Upper, Lower and Bel­
mont batteries and their stories are intimately woven into 
the larger story of the coastal defences of Victoria-Es-
quimalt. As an aid to navigation whose light has guided 
shipping since 1860, Fisgard Lighthouse marks the mouth 
of Esquimalt Harbour. These two stories are presented in a 
brief, illustrated form in the park Orientation Centre. 

In addition to the many concrete and brick structures 
still in the park, Fort Rodd Hill has witnessed the ap­
pearance and disappearance of more than 20 wooden 
buildings over the years. Most of these are recorded on 
two site plans — 1905 and 1944 — mounted in the Orienta­
tion Centre. 

Park development plans call for the restoration of 
Fisgard Lighthouse to 1860; Lower and Upper batteries to 
1896; and Belmont Battery and associated works to 1945. 
The whole story of the Victoria-Esquimalt coastal defences 
from 1875 to 1956 will be interpreted within the park 
using modern museum techniques. 

This restoration program must proceed with deliberate 
care and will take several years to complete. Meanwhile, 
park publications, the Orientation Centre, interpretive 
signs and historical artifacts have been provided to help 
tell the story of Fort Rodd Hill. 

The numbers on the maps and in the descriptions in this 
folder correspond to points along a self-guiding tour of 
Fort Rodd Hill. Numbers are clearly marked on each 
feature described. Many features in the park are also 

marked with interpretive signs explaining their history 
and use. By following the numbers and reading the signs 
along the way, you will guide yourself through a fascinat­
ing part of the history of the coastal defences in the Vic­
toria-Esquimalt area. 

1) Unclimbable fence 
The park is entered through the gates of a turn-of-the-

century "unclimbable" steel fence that sets the tone for 
your walk through history. This military fence was 
recovered from Signal Hill Battery across the harbour 
where it formed a part of the battery defence. 

2) Orientation centre 
Displays in this centre tell the story of coastal defences 

in the Victoria-Esquimalt area in short form. A six-
pounder Hotchkiss coast gun is mounted in the centre. 
Two of these guns were mounted at Duntze Head Battery 
in 1900 to provide covering fire over the submarine mine 
field laid across the mouth of Esquimalt Harbour during 
times of emergency. The guns were replaced in 1902 by 
larger 12-pounder quick-firing guns. The Hotchkiss guns 
were used later as "stopping guns" in the examination of 
shipping entering and leaving the area. Ships given per­
mission by the authorities to pass were instructed to fly a 
signal of the day; ships not flying the correct signal were 
challenged, and if their crews did not respond, a shot was 
fired across the ships' bows to stop them. This procedure 
prevented the enemy from sailing past under the guise of 
innocent civilian vessels. 

3) Grounds maintenance 
When Fort Rodd Hill was operating as a military site, 

concern centred on the ability of the gun batteries to per­
form their roles efficiently. Consequently, the grounds 
were not kept as park-like as they are today. Erosion con­
trol, fire hazard reduction and visitor convenience pre­
sently justify this compromise with history. 

UPPER BATTERY 
Surrounded by a concrete loop-holed wall and barbed-

wire entanglements, Upper Battery provided a secure and 
commanding position for a single six-inch disappearing 
gun and its associated works. 

4) Defensive loop-holed wall 
This wall protected the rear of the battery and was also 

known as a "gorge wall". 

5) Guard house 

6) Water storage tank 

7) Telephone exchange 

8) Gun emplacement for six-inch disappearing gun 
The emplacement consists of a semi-circular pit for a 

six-inch disappearing mounting, shell recesses, cartridge 
recess, ringbolts, dial recess, ammunition issue hatch from 
magazine, tube and fuse recess, small store recess and 
hold-down rings for air or liquid pumps. 

9) Underground complex 
The stairs to the right of the gun emplacement lead 

down to the lamp room, crew shelter, artillery store, shell 
store, shifting lobby with barrier, cartridge store with issue 
hatch, lamp recesses and stairs to the gun issue hatch. 

10) Pedestal for depression range finder 
The concrete column has been removed from its protec­

tive alcove and now stands to the left of its original posi­
tion. This was done to accommodate No. 11. 

11) Pre-second World War fire command post 
The foundations of the building that was the night Fire 

Command Post for the Victoria-Esquimalt Fortress before 
the Second World War are still visible here. These three 
concrete columns supported a Depression Position Finder. 
The pre-Second World War day Fire Command Post was 
at Signal Hill Battery across the harbour. During the Sec­
ond World War, the Fire Command Post was located atop 
Triangle Mountain, two miles west of the park. 

12) Electric light directing station 
A vital part of the original Belmont Battery, the Electric 

Light Directing Station was located in Upper Battery 
because there is a more commanding view of the ap­
proaches to Esquimalt Harbour from here. It was from this 
post that four searchlights illuminating the entrance to the 
harbour were directed. 

13) Topping of trees 
To obtain an unobstructed view of the harbour and its 

sea approaches, it was necessary to ruthlessly "top" the 
many trees growing between Upper Battery and the 
water. Last topped in the mid-1930s, the places where 
multiple crowns grow from the trees mark their former 
topped height. These trees have grown so that they now 
obstruct the view so vital to the gunners of the past. 
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