
parkscanada.gc.ca 

Cave and Basin 
National Historic Site 

THE BIRTHPLACE OF CANADA'S NATIONAL PARKS 

Parks 
Canada Canada 

The Canadian Pacific Railway was stretching across the 
country, opening a path for thousands of pioneers to 
start new lives in the West. And it was an era when spas 
around the world were attracting wealthy globetrotters. 
The CPR route brought people to Banff, within easy 
reach of the thermal waters. The three men who had 
"discovered" the Cave saw dollar signs, and they 
weren't alone. 

Over the next two years, they and others petitioned the 
federal government for rights to develop the land. Officials 
came and went and conflicts brewed. The debate 
reached the ear of Prime Minister John A. Macdonald, 
who supported a landmark proposal—the creation of a 
hot springs reserve, retaining ownership of the land for 
the public's "great sanitary advantage." 

Dive into 
history 

From men and women bathing at separate hours in 
the warmth of the basin in 1885 to Canada's Olympic 
swimmers training in the big pool in 1968, the Cave and 
Basin was all about being in the water for over 100 years. 
Close to 66,000 people swam here in 1927. By 1961, 
157,000 people crowded through the gates. Sadly, in 
1971, the basin pool closed due to health concerns. In 
1976 the big pool was closed as well, but many people 
had such fond memories of swimming here they 
lobbied hard and the pool was rebuilt and opened in 
1985. It turned out to be the last hurrah for swimmers at 
the Cave and Basin. Despite permanent closure of the 
pool in 1994, the spirit of fun and pilgrimage lives on. 

It all 
started here 

Timing 
is everything 
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In the fall of 1883, 
a new light shone on these 

hot springs. Many had been here 

before, but when three railway 

workers stumbled upon the Cave, 

the world took notice. 

Aboriginal peoples have known 

about this place, probably for 

millennia, gathering here for trade or 

to bathe in the sacred and curative 

waters. By the late 1800s non-native 

explorers and settlers in the area 

were also aware of the hot springs. 

So what made the difference when 

Frank McCabe and brothers, 

William and Tom McCardell 

descended into the Cave in 1883? 

first national park was born. 


