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CANADA’S NATIONAL PARKS

It was little more than 80 years ago that workers on the Canadian Pacific
Railway, pushing the ribbons of steel through the majestic Rocky Moun-
tains, located the mineral hot springs that bubbled from the slopes of
Sulphur Mountain. Interest in the commercial possibilities of the springs
and numerous claimsto the rights of discovery resulted in a special inquiry
by acommission.

Back in Ottawa, the legislators of a fledgling 20-year old country were
busy with their own problems, but, not too busy to save this natural wonder
forthe people of Canada by atimely reservation under the Dominion Lands
Actin 1885.

It was this intervention that bore fruit and ripened into one of the most
admired and respected National Parks systems in the world. Starting in
1887 withanareaof 260 square milesat Banff, the National Parks of Canada,
on their 80th anniversary, comprise 19 preserves totalling more than
29,000 square miles, distinctive in the variety of beauty and splendor
Canada offers its own and outside visitors.

Man's inherent desire to return to his natural surroundings; his deep
physical and mental need to be revitalized through communion with nature
have made the National Parks of Canada our most cherished heritage.

LES PARCS NATIONAUX DU CANADA

Ilyaun peuplusde 80ans, les ouvriersemployés alaconstruction du Paci-
figue-Canadien, qui posaient le ruban d’acier au coeur des majestueuses
Rocheuses canadiennes, découvrirent les sources thermales qui jaillis-
saientdespentesdumont Sulphur. Levifintérétque cessourcesontsuscite
enraisonde leurs possibilitéscommerciales et les nombreuses revendica-
tionsdesdroitsacettedécouverte,ontamenélacréationd’'une Commission
d'enquéte pour eétudier la question

A Ottawa, les |égislateurs étaient bien occupés a résoudre maints pro-
blémes qui se posaient a un régime gouvernemental tout nouveau, établi
depuis 20 ans a peine. lls surent néanmoins prendre les dispositions
voulues pour conserver, dans l'intérét des Canadiens, cette magnifique

richesse naturelle; ils instituerent en 1885 une restriction opp« 50US
le regime de |I'Acte des Terres fedérales.
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