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The Nalional Parks of Canada are areas of natural beauly
and special inlerest that have been ‘‘dedicated to the people
of Canada for their benefil, education, and enjoyment”.
Established primarily for the preservation of the unspoiled
natural landscape and for the prolection of the native wildlife,
they are to be “‘maintained and made use of so as to leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of fulure generations”.

The discovery of mineral hol springs, bubbling from the
slopes of Sulphur Mountain, by engineers exploring the route
for Canada’s first transcontinental railway, led to the establish-
ment of Canada’s first national park. From this small area
of ten square miles at Banff, Alberla, set apart in 1885, the
national parks system has been extended until it embraces 29
separate areas totalling more than 29,000 square miles.

Although a few parks have been devoled chiefly to the con-
servalion of certain species of big game animals once threatened
with extinction, some contain siles memorable in the early
history of Canada. Others have been developed so that park
visilors may more conveniently view the magnificent scenery
and relax in the enjoyment of the inspirational and peaceful
environment. From the sea-girt hills on the Atlantic Coast
across the rivers and lakes of Central Canada lo the alpine
vistas of the Rockies and Selkirks, these national playgrounds
provide ideal areas for nature study and for recreation.

1t is the responsibilily of the National Parks Branch of the
Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources to ad-
minister these nalural areas for the enjoyment of Canada’s present
and fulure generalions. By progressive sltages the parks have been
made more easily accessible, wildlife scientifically managed, public
services provided, and accommodation and recreational facilities
expanded. A staff of experienced wardens keeps constant
vigilance throughout these park areas to ensure the protection
of the flora and fauna, as well as the safety and convenience of
park visitors. Conservation of the forests, the flowers, and the
natural wildlife is their chief concern, and the co-operation of
all visitors in this important work is greally appreciated.

In marking, preserving, and restoring siles of national
historic importance the National Parks Branch is advised by
the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, an honorary
body of recognized historians representing various parts of the
counltry. From the Fortress of Louisbourg in Nova Scolia to
Fort Battleford in Saskalchewan, lwelve such siles are adminis-
tered as National Historic Parks, and many other places of histor-
ical importance have been suilably commemoralted.

The National Parks of Canada are part of a great national
heritage, and under careful administration will continue as
a perpelual assel — undiminished by use— for all future
generations.
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