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Moraine Lake - a little known jewel

The very words “Lake Louise™ conjure up images of un-
surpassed beauty — glaciers, snow-capped mountain peaks and
blue-green waters. Yet only a 15 minute drive away lies a far
lesser known, but no less lovely mountain wonder - Moraine
Lake.

The back of the Canadian $20 bill provides a green, white
and pink inkling of what to expect at the lakeside.

Walter Wilcox visited Moraine Lake in 1899 and had this to
say: “I stood on a great stone of the moraine where, from a slight
elevation, a magnificent view of the lake lay before me, and
while studying the details of this unknown and unvisited spot,
spent the happiest half-hour of my life.”

He’d actually seen it some six years earlier in 1893, but
from a great distance and he was at the time impressed with its
surroundings. The lake lies at one end of a great valley, so bleak
and rugged, so rock-strewn that he christened it Desolation
Valley.

Moraine Lake

Wilcox named many of the areas around Lake Louise and
displayed his romantic bent in the process: Consolation Valley,
Paradise Valley, Panorama Ridge, Sentinel Pass and Eagle
Eyrie are just a few.

Ironically, the one name that may have been inappropriate
was the name he gave the lake that so enthralled him. Wilcox
concluded that Moraine Lake was formed the same way as Lake
Louise: by the gouging action of a glacier that hollowed out the
lakebed picking up and pushing rock debris before it, then
receding and leaving behind the huge debris pile of great
boulders known to geologists as a terminal moraine. This
moraine blocked the end of the valley and held in the waters of
the lake.

Today some geologists think the enormous rubble pile at
Moraine Lake was not created by a glacier at all but by rocks
spilling down from the nearby 2,360 metre (7,590 foot) Tower
of Babel in a huge landslide. (cont’d p. 2)

This is a free publication

Aussi disponible en frangais






