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Moraine Lake - a little known jewel 

Moraine Lake 

The very words "Lake Louise" conjure up images of un­
surpassed beauty - glaciers, snow-capped mountain peaks and 
blue-green waters. Yet only a 15 minute drive away lies a far 
lesser known, but no less lovely mountain wonder - Moraine 
Lake. 

The back of the Canadian $20 bill provides a green, white 
and pink inkling of what to expect at the lakeside. 

Walter Wilcox visited Moraine Lake in 1899 and had this to 
say: "I stood on a great stone of the moraine where, from a slight 
elevation, a magnificent view of the lake lay before me, and 
while studying the details of this unknown and unvisited spot, 
spent the happiest half-hour of my life." 

He'd actually seen it some six years earlier in 1893, but 
from a great distance and he was at the time impressed with its 
surroundings. The lake lies at one end of a great valley, so bleak 
and rugged, so rock-strewn that he christened it Desolation 
Valley. 

Wilcox named many of the areas around Lake Louise and 
displayed his romantic bent in the process: Consolation Valley, 
Paradise Valley, Panorama Ridge, Sentinel Pass and Eagle 
Eyrie are just a few. 

Ironically, the one name that may have been inappropriate 
was the name he gave the lake that so enthralled him. Wilcox 
concluded that Moraine Lake was formed the same way as Lake 
Louise: by the gouging action of a glacier that hollowed out the 
lakebed picking up and pushing rock debris before it, then 
receding and leaving behind the huge debris pile of great 
boulders known to geologists as a terminal moraine. This 
moraine blocked the end of the valley and held in the waters of 
the lake. 

Today some geologists think the enormous rubble pile at 
Moraine Lake was not created by a glacier at all but by rocks 
spilling down from the nearby 2,360 metre (7,590 foot) Tower 
of Babel in a huge landslide. (cont'd p. 2) 
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Another current theory holds that landslides farther up the 
valley to the west dropped the boulders on top of the glacier 
which then carried them to their present position. The glacier 
then receded and left them there to hold in the waters of the lake. 
However it came to be there, the rock pile is impressive. 

The lake is surrounded by an array of massive peaks that 
provide a perfect background for the deep blue waters. No 
wonder the valley, now seen most often from the east end, is no 
longer called Desolation Valley but instead, the Valley of the 
Ten Peaks. 

Perhaps Moraine Lake's most fascinating tale is found in 
the boulders themselves. Looking around in just about any 
direction, fossil evidence can be seen in the rocks - signs of sea 
creatures from a time so remote in history that it jars the 
imagination. Here is visible proof of underwater life. There are 
hollows made by a kind of water worm, the tracks of trilobites 
(ancestors of our present-day horse-shoe crab) who scudded 
across the bottoms of a great sea 560 million years ago and of sea 
anemones who anchored themselves to the muddy bottom. 

These rocks, now 1,885 metres (6,190 feet) above sea 
level, were once on the bottom of a great sea more than half a 
billion years ago. The tracks and burrows were covered and 
preserved by subsequent mud slides that flowed across the 
bottom of their ancient shallow sea home. Over time, starting 
roughly 160 million years ago, the sea floor was squeezed and 
raised upwards as the result of the crunching together of two 
continental plates. It did not happen suddenly. The uplift took 
place at a speed of only a few centimetres a year. Over all those 
millions of years, the fossils in the rock were carried up to the 
altitude where they now lie. 

Well laid-out walking paths, clear, easy-to-understand 
signs and special viewpoints leave the splendor unimpaired, 
making a trip to Moraine Lake informative as well as breath­
taking. 

The Moraine Lake signs and paths are just a small part of 
the Lake Louise development program which is bringing 
improvements to the area. Improvements and additions to 
existing campgrounds, highway, hotels, motels as well as a new 

shopping mall, a planned visitor reception centre, and a new 
hostel are fast turning the Village of Lake Louise into a cozy 
mountain community with something for just about everybody. 

Kayakers, canoeists, backpackers, trailriders, cyclists, 
rock-scramblers, technical climbers, photographers or simply 
lovers of untamed wilderness will find the pace relaxed and the 
people friendly. It's easy to understand how Lake Louise has 
lured people from all over the world for more than a century. 

To reach Moraine Lake, take the Trans-Canada Highway 
west to Lake Louise turn off, follow the signs to Lake 
Louise and watch for the left turn sign to Moraine Lake 
about half-way up the mountain. 

Park facilities, services 
Information Centres: 
Banff townsite, 224 Banff Avenue 762-4256 
Up until June 1 10-6p.m. 
June2-Sept. 1 8-10p.m. 
Sept. 2-May 31, 1987 10-6p.m. 

Lake Louise Information Centre 522-3833 
May9-Junel5 10-6p.m. 
June 16-Sept. 1 8-10 p.m. 
Sept. 2-Oct. 13 10-6p.m. 
David Thompson Gate June 13 - Sept. 1 

Park Warden Offices: 
Banff 762-4506 
Lake Louise 522-3866 
Saskatchewan River Crossing No phone 
Park Interpreter Offices - Banff 762-3229 
Lake Louise 522-3873 

Upper Hot Pool, Mountain Avenue: 
UntilJunel5 2:30-9p.m. 
June 16-Sept. 1 8:30-llp.m. 
Sept. 2-June 15, 1987 2:30-9p,m. 

Cave and Basin Centennial Centre: 
UntilJune8 10-5p.m. 

June9-Sept. 1 10-8p.m. 
winter hours 10-5p.m. 

Cave and Basin Swimming Pool: 
June9-Sept. 1 10-8p.m. 
(closed in winter) 

Banff Park Museum (no charge), 
CentralPark 10-6p.m. 

Banff National Park Administration Building: 
South end of Banff Avenue 762-3324 
Mon. - Fri 8-noon 
Emergencies 1-4:30p.m. 
R.CM. Police, Banff 762-2226 
R.CM. Police, Lake Louise 522-3811 
Mineral Springs Hospital, 
Spray Avenue 762-2222 
Ambulance 762-4333 
Doctor, Lake Louise 522-3807 
Fire Dept., Banff 762-2000 
Fire Dept., Lake Louise 522-2000 
Veterinarian, Canmore 678-4425 
Alberta Motor Association (A.M.A.) ... 762-2711 
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